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By
David B. Field
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PREFACE
This is the first part of what I hope will become a comprehensive history of the Appalachian
Trail in Maine, based on written records and my own knowledge.
Part I is based primarily on nearly 13,000 documents housed in the Myron Avery Appalachian
Trail Archives collection in the Maine State Library. Other sources include correspondence
between George T. Carlisle and Myron Avery, given to me by George C. Carlisle; records from
John W. Clark, who succeeded Avery as Overseer of the Trail in Maine, donated by his son
Larry; records from Roy Fairfield, who succeeded Avery as MATC President in 1952; and letters
from Old Speck Mt. fire warden Dan Wight, loaned to me by his son Dan. In 1983, I received a
first-person account from Shailer Philbrick of his recollections of the 1933 expeditions, and have
added those to the 1933 material.
The Avery files in the State Library also includes a great deal of material related to Avery’s
long-time interest and research in the Katahdin area and his attempts, due to concern over the
lack of responsible management of the area for public use, to have a national park created around
the mountain. This effort was strongly opposed by former Governor Percival Baxter, who over
time purchased the lands in question and donated them to the State of Maine to created Baxter
State Park. The Appalachian Mountain Club supported Baxter and opposed Avery’s national
park proposal. That opposition, as well as competition over the publication of guides to the
Katahdin area, led to serious quarrels between Avery and the A.M.C. and bitter antagonism
between Avery and some former friends in the A.M.C. I have focused this history on the creation
of the Appalachian Trail in Maine, but the fact that Katahdin is the northern terminus of the
Appalachian Trail necessarily means that some of the Katahdin collection, especially letters that
were cross-filed between that collection and the Appalachian Trail collection, are included in
these transcriptions.
Much of the route of the A.T. from Katahdin to Blanchard was designed by Broadway
Actor/Maine Guide Walter Greene. Most of the letters in these collections were typed, but the
immensely important correspondence from Greene to Avery was all hand-written in Greene’s
hard-to-read writing. Greene used almost no punctuation, so I have added what’s needed to make
it more readable. He also used no paragraph breaks; I have inserted a few section divisions. I
have also added some comments to help the reader understand some of the places and people
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Greene refers to and have annotated other text to help the reader understand references that may
seem obscure to one not familiar with the context. Comments in Avery’s replies clearly indicate
that he also had trouble with Greene’s letters. Hand-written letters from sporting camp
proprietors (especially Ralph Clifford of Rainbow Lake Camps), and other of Avery’s
correspondents have proven challenging as well. Most of my transcriptions have been from
digitized photocopies of the originals, but I have spent a good deal of time in the Maine State
Library Storage Annex, studying the original documents, to fill in blanks and make corrections in
cases in which the photocopies were of poor quality.
Most anything enclosed in brackets [ ] is one of my comment inserts. An insert “[?]” indicates
that I just could not read a word or section in the original letter. (In a few cases, the author of a
typed manuscript used brackets within a quoted passage but it should be clear from the context
that these are not my comments.) I have used braces { } to enclose hand-written marginal notes
in otherwise typed manuscript and also to enclose footnotes in the original material. Throughout,
I have corrected obvious typos but have not changed misspellings and abbreviations that reflect
the culture of the times and places. Except for these items, the text included in “THE WRITTEN
RECORD” are verbatim transcriptions of the original documents as best as I was able to read
them.
I have proof-read this material three times but, regretfully, no doubt typographical errors remain.
INTRODUCTION: CREATING THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, 1927-1937
The earliest recorded exploration of a route for the Trail in Maine was by Arthur C. Comey
(Chairman of the New England Trail Conference) and others who explored from Grafton Notch
to the summit of Old Blue Mountain in 1925, only four years after Benton MacKaye's article in
the Journal of the American Institute of Architects that proposed what became the A.T. Around
1926/27, Maine game wardens cut a trail from Katahdin to Squaw Mountain, following an
(unrealized) idea for a trail that would extend all the way to the White Mountain National Forest.
During the first 10 days of August, 1929, Comey and G. Arnold Wiley scouted from Old Blue
north to Indian Pond on the Kennebec River.
In a letter to a friend, dated 3 November, 1927, Myron Avery noted, “If Judge Perkins can be
similarly tolerant I can repay him by doing some good work here on his Appalachian Trail.”
Avery, working in Washington, D.C., did not set foot in Maine for any Trail exploration until
1933. His job and work on the southern section of the Appalachian trail kept him away. But,
during 1932, he wrote 121 letters to anyone in Maine who could provide information on
available trails and roads that might be used for the A.T. He relied on a close acquaintance,
Broadway Actor/Maine Guide Walter Greene for on-the-ground exploration from the town of
Blanchard to Katahdin.
During the summer of 1932, Walter Greene made several trips into the woods between Katahdin
and Blanchard to work out a route for the Appalachian Trail and began to scout and blaze the
route across the formidable Barren-Chairback Range. In 1932, Shailer Philbrick, Lyman Davis,
and Monson quarryman Elwood Lord marked the route from Slugundy Gorge on Long Pond
Stream to the saddle between Barren and Fourth Mountain.
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In September, 1932 (revised March, 1933) guided by Comey's and Greene's scouting work, and a
route from Blanchard to Dead River Village that had been worked out by Maine Forest Service
Supervisor Robert G. Stubbs, Avery drafted Chapter 6 of the New England Trail Conference's
Guide to the Appalachian Trail in New England. He wrote that the only part of the Appalachian
Trail that had actually been cleared in Maine was from the New Hampshire line to Grafton Notch
(The Appalachian Mountain Club’s Mahoosuc Trail and the Maine Forest Service fire warden’s
trail up Old Speck.)
Avery led an expedition in 1933 to mark the route from Katahdin to the West Branch of the
Pleasant River. Walter Greene established the path across to Barren Mountain. Avery's group
continued over the route previously marked by Philbrick and on to Blanchard. Philbrick
completed the 1933 work by leading a crew from Blanchard to Mount Bigelow, and the initial
Trail blazing was completed in 1934 by game wardens Helon Taylor and Frank Phillips, the
Eastern States Mountain Club, and John Holden of the Bowdoin Outing Club. The Bates College
Outing Club, led by Professor William H. Sawyer, went over the route from the B Hill Road to
Route 4 in June, 1934, guided much of the way by wardens Learned and Conant, and provided a
detailed write-up but generally covered ground already scouted by others. The original route
through Maine was 262 miles long via the Dead River Route; 266 miles long via the Arnold
Trail Route. But, more than half of the original Trail through Maine was located on roadways,
primarily old logging roads. The entire original AT was 2,055 miles long.
In 1933, Bennie Boynton of Nahmakanta Lake Camps helped cut the route down the west side of
Nahmakanta Lake. Leon Potter, proprietor of Antlers Camps on Lower Jo Mary Lake, cut six
miles of new trail between Mahar Landing and Antlers Camps along the old Great Northern
Paper Co. "Millinocket Road". Walter Greene cleared much of the route from the West Branch
of the Pleasant River to Barren Mountain in 1933. Side trails were cut in 1934 to the summit of
Joe Mary Mountain and into Gulf Hagas. Walter Greene cut five trails into the Gulf from the
Pleasant River Road in July, 1934.
By the end of 1934, most of the Appalachian Trail had been located and blazed through Maine.
(There were many changes in 1935 and 1936 and the route from Sugarloaf to Saddleback was
not settled until October, 1936.) Now that this had been done, Avery organized the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club on 18 June 1935, to assume supervision and maintenance of the
Appalachian Trail in Maine north of the Appalachian Mountain Club's Mahoosuc Trail.
Although the route had been blazed, by no means had it been cleared to a usable standard. In
1935, at the suggestion of CCC Forester James W. Sewall, the Appalachian Trail project in
Maine was officially adopted by the Civilian Conservation Corps. In fact, most of the original
route in Maine was built by the CCCs, who continued to work on the project through 1940. In
addition to clearing trail, the CCC crews built 14 Adirondack shelters ("lean-tos") between
Grafton Notch and the Kennebec River. The final route for the Trail between Saddleback Mt.
and Grafton Notch was blazed by CCC employee C. Granville Reed in the summer of 1935.
On 5 August, 1936, Myron Avery wrote, “At the present time the Trail is practically finished
except between Sugarloaf and Saddleback…” On 14 June, 1937, Maine Forest Commissioner
Waldo N. Seavey wrote to Myron Avery with a list of projects for CCC activities in Maine
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during the summer. The list included Project 201-1: “Construction 2 miles unfinished trail
between Sugar Loaf and Spaulding Mts.” Project 206-2 called for “Foreman and four men to
cover trail from Kennebec River to Maine-New Hampshire border for removal of slash, blow
downs, etc. and re-marking as needed.” Project 118-1 was for the construction of 3 log shelters:
Sugar Loaf Mt., between Sugar Loaf and Spaulding Mts., and between Saddleback Jr. and
Saddleback Mts. “It is estimated that 400 man days will be needed.”
On 9 August, 1937, Bridgton CCC Camp Foreman Robert M. Hicks wrote to Myron Avery:
“This next week we plan to start from Oberton [sic] Stream camping at East Water on Spaulding
Mountain, and working through the new construction on the slope of Sugarloaf, planning to
remain on the trail until it is finished at the sag at end of present construction.” On 12 August,
1937, Game Warden/MATC Director Helon Taylor wrote to Myron Avery to inform him that he
had hiked with Mr. Hicks and his CCC crew from Redington Pond “to the last water near
Spaulding Mt.” The crew was camping there and working both directions. “Mr. Hicks seems
like a very efficient foreman and he surely has a crew of husky lads. They are well equipped for
tools, each has his own and they seem to take pride in their work. I can see where we get ahead
some this year.”
On 16 August, 1937. In a letter to Myron Avery, CCC Bridgton Camp Principal Foreman Leon
P. Brooks stated, “The trail was completed to Bigelow Station on August 14, including the two
miles of new construction.” This completed not only the Appalachian Trail in Maine but also,
for the first time, the Trail was complete from Maine to Georgia. One young man who was on
the CCC crew, Myles Fenton of Sorrento, Maine, attended the 50th anniversary of this event in
1987 and visited the site of the 1937 completion. He was interviewed by the MATC just before
the 75th anniversary in 2012.
THE WRITTEN RECORD
1927
September 2, 1927. Myron Avery to Judge Arthur Perkins, Hartford, Connecticut.
Dear Judge Perkins;
Would you have any objection to my using the following footnote in connection with an article
on the Broad Arrow, "The writer is informed by Arthur Perkin Esq. of1 Hartford, Conn. that he
was told by Edward Everett Hale that when a young man he had seen in New Hampshire a tract
of pine trees which bore the mark of the Broad Arrow”.
I return the data relative to the routes to the East Branch. I have worked it over carefully and trust
that it will be of help. If you have any queries or if my meaning is not quite clear please let me
knew. The data will call for some changes on the map.
Sincerely
Myron Avery
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P.S.; I have sent Buck a copy of this. September 22, 1927.
September 15, 1927. Arthur Perkins to Myron Avery, Admiralty Attorney, U.S. Shipping
Board, Washington, D.C.
My dear Avery:
I have just got back from my vacation, and find your letters, inclosing statements of your
observations on the trail east of Katahdin and also the pages of the draft for the Guidebook, with
your corrections on them. I have not had time yet to examine these in detail, but I can see from a
hasty glance that they contain much very valuable information.
I shall go over them as soon as I can, and submit them to Arthur Comey, who has charge of this
part of the new Guidebook. I am sure that they will be of the greatest importance, for I do not
think anyone else has been over that territory in such detail.
When I have examined them I may have occasion to write you again for some further
suggestions.
My last week at Katahdin was not very successful on account of the very bad weather. I did have
an interesting trip by canoe down the West Branch with Henry Buck, and another interesting trip
on foot up the West Branch from the Sourdnahunk Dam to the Ripogenus Dam on the way out.
September 22, 1927. Arthur Perkins, Office of the Chairman, Appalachian Mountain Club,
Connecticut Chapter, to Myron Avery, Legal Department, United States Shipping Board,
Washington, D.C.
My dear Avery;
I am gradually getting through the correspondence that accumulated while I was away, and
although I believe I have acknowledged receipt of some of the letters you wrote me, there is
something more that I would like to ask you.
In the first place, I am very much obliged to you for the copies of "The Northern" that you sent
me. I was very much interested in the articles about the Sourdnahunk and the Toll Dam. I think,
however, that such articles might be made a great deal more interesting if the style were better,
but I do not suppose it is right to criticize writers of a magazine of this kind.
The Law of the Waters in Maine in the report of the Water Storage Commission is interesting
reading, but pretty hard to keep all in your head. I am glad to know it is available, however, in
case I should have any questions about it.
You asked me to return these papers to Lubec, but as you are now in Washington I thought I had
better keep them until 1 hear from you again as to where you want them sent.
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In one of your memoranda you speak about a long letter from the Commissioner of Inland
Fisheries and Game about the trail that used to be called Sandbank, and now Gilpatrick, and I
agree with you, by the way, that this change ought to be made.
As far as I can find out, this letter seems to have disappeared, and as I think it must contain
valuable information. I would be very glad if you would send me the original so that I can make
a copy. Of course, I will return the original to you without delay.
I am trying to arrange a meeting some evening, or perhaps on two evenings, early next week of
Williamson, Waite, Buck and myself to go over the data we have about Katahdin for the new
Guidebook and be sure that all of it is in available form.
I wish very much that you could be here also, and regret that you cannot. I am sure we are all
very much indebted to you for the data that you did get together and send me about conditions
east of the mountain. I am sure the Guidebook Committee will feel very much indebted to you.
September 27, 1927. Myron Avery to Arthur Perkins.
Dear Judge Perkins:
When I found by your letters that you had received my letter relating to the "Broad Arrow" note,
although your reply did not refer to this I assumed that your failure to comment on my request
meant that the matter met with your approval. Upon receiving your last suggesting a note which
would meet with your approval I at once sent the correction to the Maine Naturalist. I have just
learned that the change was too late.
I realize now that I should have written you again and received specific advices upon the matter
of the note. I did not do so as I concluded from your not commenting upon this feature of the
letter that the matter was not of much importance and that you were so busy with matters which
had accumulated and the Guide-Book data that you were passing over unimportant matters.
I am extremely sorry about the whole matter. I took too much for granted. I only hope that you
will not feel that I have been too unreasonable and can overlook the matter.
September 27, 1927. Arthur Perkins to Myron Avery
My dear Avery:
I have your letter of the 24th inst., inclosing the two letters from the Department of Fisheries and
Game about the Gilpatrick Trail. I have had made copies of them, and am returning the originals
to you herewith.
I have not finished studying the Water Storage Report yet, and am going to try to read the case of
Conant vs. Jordan this afternoon, and when I get through with the report and the other papers I
will send them to you at Lubec, as you request.
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I am greatly obliged for the further information about trails, etc., east of Katahdin, and I am
taking a copy of your letter of the 24th and of the Fisheries and Game letters with me to Boston
this week, where I shall turn them over to Arthur Comey and the Guidebook Committee.
I am sure that the Committee will be tremendously pleased with the detailed information you
have worked up with reference to this region, about which there was nothing like as much on
hand before. It will certainly be a great addition to the usefulness of the new book.
We had a little Katahdin meeting at my house last night, at which we wished very much you
could have been present. Bill Williamson, Roger Waite, Henry Buck and myself had dinner
together, and then spent a long evening around the dining-room table, going over all the
information that we had about the mountain, and getting it in shape, both written and on the map.
As I said, I shall be in Boston over the week-end, and shall take the results of our efforts together
with yours and hand them all over to Comey. He told me that he wanted them before the first of
October, so I shall be just in time.
Do not worry about the "Broad Arrow." It really is my fault that you did not hear from me
before, because that particular letter got lost on my desk and did not get attention when it should
have had it. As a matter of fact, the paragraph as you have it contains the essential facts, which is
usually near enough for that kind of a publication.
October 11, 1927. Arthur Perkins to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
My dear Avery,
The trouble about the Sewell map is that I haven’t yet been able to get one.
Mr. York got his from H. B. Buck who is engineer for the Pingree Estate. I called at his office
when I was in Bangor, but he wasn’t there, and though I tried to explain what I wanted to his
clerk, I guess he didn’t understand, for I haven’t heard from him.
I think I’ll write to Mr. Buck himself in a day or tow, and I hope I can get what I want.
You will certainly get one as soon as I do.
October 17, 1927. Arthur C. Comey, Chairman, New England Trail Conference, to Judge
Arthur Perkins, Hartford, Connecticut [Perkins informally took over leadership of the A.T.
project in 1927 and at the second ATC meeting in May, 1928, was formally recognized as Acting
Chairman. Perkins is generally credited with bringing Myron Avery into the A.T. project.]
Dear J.P.:
Your letter and material on Katahdin is a splendid addition. I worked on it all Sunday. I’ll write
Buck, Hussey, Parsons and Tracy direct for certain items, but here are a few more you may
answer:
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1. Is the height 5265’ surely the actual summit as finally obtained? Or is it a rock not far off but
lower a bit, and a provisional height.
2. Which side of Hunt Trail is the canvas shelter? And is it certain the Me. D.I.F. & G. will build
its shelter on the same side? And at all?
3. Is the “office” at Basin Pond a separate building? And does it contain bunks in addition to the
“5 double” listed, or other shelter?
4. Did you find anything about location of “Trout Pond” to which a trail is said (in note by you
on the map) to run from Grindstone? It must be somewhere within the confines of Buck’s map.
Also:
5. Can you locate on our 1925 map or on Buck’s map “Moose Pond,” to which reference is made
in the 1925 Guide Book and in your submitted material on Gilpatrick Trail, as being about 4 m.
from Katahdin Lake?
6. Did you determine position of Saddle on our map (and on Cutter’s?) I notice a small “NO”
opposite my query on the map, but am not sure you put it there as indicating that the Saddle is
not at the north side.
7. Near Depot Camp: does the “wheel” road from Katahdin Lake join the Sandy Stream Tote
Road the moment it crosses Avalanche Brook? Or a bit north? As I remember it in the winter,
we came up the old Sandy Stream Road from M. Lake and joined the present Tote Road just N.
of Avalanche Brook, but Dorr’s trail to Katahdin Lake, with sign, was a bit north. How far?
8. How soon can you get me your re-arrangement of the approaches? I am now convinced the
whole will have to be typed once more, and want every possible correction in before I do it.
9. I still lack the capacity of the one building at Depot Camp. If no one else knows, cannot you
give me an estimate based on its size? For example, Chimney Pond Cabin holds 10.
10. Can’t we have any estimates at all of distances for Doubletop by the two different routes,
also Sentinel?
11. I am still not clear what to say about the pass being required for private cars to cross
Ripogenus Dam. Shall we say: “It is sometimes required.” or “may be”
12. Finally you propose to send in something on The Owl and Katahdin Falls, don’t you?
13. Next: In the matter of certain names which I want to have the Nomenclature Committee
consider, would you write me on a separate page for submission to the Committee, your views
and reasons on each of the following, and also get Buck, Williamson, Avery, etc., to do as well,
or better yet, hold a group meeting and send in a report, via me, but back up by your individual
statements, with outside authorities, etc. But I suggest doing this at first independent of Parsons,
and then the Nomenclature Committee can submit to him the names it passes, thus avoiding
confusion by his going off half-cocked or at variance with us.
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13.

a. Governor’s Spring (I believe this is now sufficiently established.)
b. Cleftrock Pool (sometimes known as “Chamberlain Lake” after Henry)
c. Mullen Mountain (for the highest peak of Wassataquoik Mt.—I hate it!)
d. Klondike Pond (for Mayo Pond)
e. Saddle Slide (for Basin Slide) and Saddle Slide Trail (for Basin Slide Trail)

f. Parsons Trail (for Basin Slide Trail) I also dislike this. If adopted, should it cover from
Summit to Chimney Pond—to Basin Pond—to Windey Pitch?
14. I think we agree Chimney Pond and to Basin Pond and below should not be called
Appalachian Trail.
Bully news about Graylock. Wish I could get off long enough to join you. More power to you!
As I have no carbon will you return this with your answers, please!
I can let you have a copy of the M. S. if you want it.
October 19, 1927. Arthur Perkins to Myron Avery
My dear Avery:
Arthur Comey is apparently tremendously pleased with the material that you prepared for the
Katahdin Guide Book, which I sent him some days ago. I also sent him some further material
which we had collected. He says that “it is a splendid addition to the Guide Book,” and I hope
you will be pleased with that.
I had a letter from him yesterday in which he asked me fourteen questions, on one of which, with
reference to the geographical names, he wants your advice. I am inclosing you, therefore, a copy
of his letter, and if there are any of his questions that you can answer, will you please write me a
letter, giving such answers as you can, co that I can forward it to him with other memoranda
from Buck, Williamson and myself.
Perhaps you can do something as to question No. 5 relating to Moose Pond, as that apparently
relates to the territory you covered this summer.
Perhaps No. 7 you can help out on, though I know something about it.
No. 13 is the one that he particularly wants your ideas on. I have some pretty definite ideas
about geographical names in that neighborhood, but I do not think I will tell you what they are,
as it might influence your judgment, except, however, that I will say that I do not approve of
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names of individuals, and especially contemporary individuals, for any of the natural features
around the mountain. I did not notice your reference to “Comey Ridge” in the material you sent
me, but for the above reason I do not think I should be enthusiastic about it.
October 24, 1927. Myron Avery to Judge Arthur Perkins, Hartford, Connecticut
Dear Judge Perkins:
I have your two letters of October 19th. I much appreciate your going into detail about the
Appalachian Trail. As soon as I come back from Norfolk, we are to hold a meeting of those
whom we have already discovered to be interested. Since I wrote you I have learned that Benton
MacKaye had, two years ago, talked with an informal organization (not one of the three hiking
clubs here) in Washington. This group seems willing to go ahead with its unfulfilled promise to
do some work on the link in this region. I think it would be splendid if we could arrange to have
you come here and talk to us. I mentioned it to two others of this group who were much
interested. Our idea is to get a working nucleus and then to form contact with the three hiking
clubs so as to insure an audience large enough to make a speaker feel repaid. The outlook of
these clubs is very local—with few exceptions. Few know of the Appalachian Trail or Club.
Publicity is the great need here. It is not easy in a city of a transient population as Washington to
reach interested people. When we are under way I am sure that it would lend impetus to the
scheme if we could take advantage of your suggestion and have you come. I hope we would be
able to collect a goodly crowd. I would not want you to be disappointed but the prospects are
uncertain as the water in the spring on Buck’s Cut-Off Trail on Katahdin.
There is another matter which I shall write of quite frankly—I do this in the hope that the result
will be a better spirit of cooperation and confidence on the part of those of us who wish to help.
I was very glad to take time to compile data for the Guidebook for whatever use—if any—Mr.
Comey cares to make of it. It is for the common good. For this reason I answer his question 7
by saying that the present wheel road (now in use) comes in from Katahdin Lake (down over a
sharp pitch), roughly ¼ mile below Depot Camps. My knowledge as to Avalanche Brook was
based entirely upon the map and (as I have no map here and travelled alone) I can only repeat my
impression that I crossed Avalanche Brook between Depot Camps and Basin Ponds. Unless by
“Old Sandy Stream Road” Mr. Comey has in mind the G. N. P. Road from Millinocket to Basin
Ponds, I do not understand him.
But I do not, so whole heartedly, fall in with Mr. Comey’s article 13. I take this to be an indirect
invitation to me to send on to him any suggestions which I may have as to Katahdin
nomenclature. As I read his suggestion, if my proposals meet with his approval—and I am to
support my recommendation with “outside authorities”—he will place them before the
Nomenclature Committee. If he disapproves, the proposals are buried, --dead. If I were
planning to lay such proposals before the Nomenclature Committee I should prefer one less
hurdle in my way. And my reason is this. I am not sure of the standards for judging such
proposals. I have formed the impression that such proposals have been and would be measured
by the yardstick of personal opinion and of the individual reaction. I feel that there is an
intolerance and rough overriding of suggestions which have had a respectable support. Now, if
some of the innovations (and, for example, I do not mean Governor’s Spring which is so
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officially fixed that no unbiased mind could question it) have not originated with Mr. Comey
they have—as the changes of the May Bulletin—circulated as the personal reactions of a small
group. Yet in his list he ignores the proposals for Witherle Ravine signed by some thirty odd A.
M. C. members. Mr. Comey and his friends change and initiate to fit their personal reactions. In
the last A. M. C. map not only was the term Witherle Ravine of Mr. Buck’s map dropped but the
contours drawn to disguise the physical fact of the existence of such a ravine. Of this there can
be no question. Such a thing—almost a falsification of a map—creates a feeling of the existence
of intolerance and of state of mind of the churchmen who immersed Galileo in the well.
Mr. Comey “hates” Mullen Mt. Why? Not so pretty a word? Personal reaction? Why not
inquire into the meaning of Mullen and the peculiar fitness of name. And he calls it the highest
Peak of Wassataquoik. I see that it is hard to yield the opinion that the sharp, white-tipped cone
(Mullen) is Wassataquoik. Surely it is, if Doubletop, The Brother, Coe, Mullen and
Wassataquoik are peaks of one mountain.
Klondike Pond for Mayo Pond. Surely this is a personal reaction with no basis in usage. If any
item is fixed it is Mayo Pond. It is unfortunate and meaningless. I remember Mr. Comey’s
denunciation of my suggestion that Moosehead Pond would at least have more meaning. I do
not ask to find consistency in this yardstick.
As to No. 14, I would suggest that historically speaking this is an innovation. I hope soon to
have in print my data on the history of the trail from the East and on the Wassataquoik Country.
I have tried to learn from the Committee if the slide whose name was changed by the May
Bulletin is the slide utilized by the St. John and Wall Trail. If so, it is an innovation on a
terminology (East Slide) clearly established since 1846 and sanctioned by C. H. Hamlin, whom
the Club so revered that it was not content that it named a ridge for him but must name a peak as
well. And Hamlin was so little cognizant with the section which bears his name that he never
knew that there was a Northwest Basin until Witherle told him of it. It seems to make a
difference where the suggestions originate.
I only ask for a feeling of fair play in these matters. A willingness to permit others to give a
name as we do ourselves. Witherle Ravine—Keep Ridge—Harvey Ridge—have a real
significance—we endeavored to inform the Committee. These terms have received publicity
within the last two months in Maine newspapers under the Governor’s sanction. Isn’t it a trifle
irritating or flaunting to come back to those who sanctioned this, overlook the carefully reasoned
and supported position and ask to have all other suggestions referred to this personal arbitration.
I wish I could see evidence of a genuine consideration of the right of others to initiate also. I can
judge only from experience. From this I feel that the only yardstick is personal reaction and
whims. (Chamberlain Lake is quite allright but not Parsons Trail.) Historical connections or
peculiar fitness seem ignored. Attempts to rationalize lead one through a labyrinth of conflicting
mental processes. I do not relish this situation enough to abandon and turn over for Mr. Comey’s
disposal matters which you know from Buck are under consideration.
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Referring to the last sentence of the second letter of October 19th, I was sure that you knew this
to be a poor jest.
I have written quite fully and frankly. I have pointed out certain facts not to arouse controversy
but to bring home conditions. I am sending a copy of this letter to Messrs. Comey, Buck and
Smith.
If you are coming to the Smokies read “The lure of the Great Smokies” by R. L. Mason,
Houghton Mifflin Co. (new book). You know that I spent ten days last fall covering quite an area
in the Shenandoah Park. How does one become a member of the Trail conference?
Question 5 could be answered by L. V. Gibbons of Katahdin Lake Club. I think Buck sent him a
map. Or by Ora Gilpatrick, Davidson, Maine.
October 31, 1927. Henry R. Buck, Buck & Sheldon, Inc., Engineers and Architects, 60
Prospect Street, Hartford, Connecticut, to Myron Avery.
Dear Avery:How hard it is to be consistent! You seem to think it’s impossible so why try! You condemn
Comey for being tactless, then you out-comb Comey by sending him a copy of that letter to J. P.
For heaven sake, what good do you think that can do?
I agree with you on most everything in it as I believe Smith and Judge Perkins would too;- so far
the letter is all right and serves to make clear a certain point of view, but when you send it to
Comey 1 don't see what you accomplish except to hurt his feelings,
I don't think he wants to be arbitrary or tactless any more than the rest of us do and when you tell
him he is you simply arouse resentment that never need have existed, I believe, if you two really
knew and understood each other. It would naturally die out in time if you would let each other
alone unless and until you have the chance to get acquainted face to face.
I've met Comey many times and I like him immensely. I admire a lot that I see in him and so do
many other members of the A.M. C. He is a mighty able fellow and is doing more real work for
the Club than any member I know of outside of perhaps the half-dozen wheel-horses like the
President, Secretary, Treasurer, Dr. Larrabee, etc.
I have owned an Airedale dog and liked him immensely too. I did not expect him to be a lap dog
and did not try to treat him like one. You two remind me of two Airedales who are splendid by
yourselves but for some unknown reason seem to bristle at sight of each other. For heaven sake
keep away from him and give him a chance to cool off.
I had the enclosed all blocked out before I read yours and am sending them along though I fear
you have spilled the beans so badly that no one else can pick them up. However, do let us try.
And believe me, that in spite of your useless prickles, I love you still.
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October 31, 1927. Edward S. C. Smith, Union College, Schenectady, New York, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Myron:
This Is to acknowledge the carbon of your letter to J.P. and to enclose a few clippings that may
or may not interest you, they need not be returned.
You now can get some idea of what my feelings were in the question of the Ktaadn-Katahdin
matter. It would seem that the nomenclature adopted by the Club, or rather its COMMITTEE, is
purely a matter of personal whim, and I agree heartily with all that you say in. your letter.
There is I think only one way of beating the game, if possible, and that is to make proposals
direct to the U. S. Geographic Board.
I wonder if it would be possible to present a copy of Buck's map with our names on it to the
Board and see if any would be approved. I felt strongly against that Parsons business, not
because of the Commissioner, far from it, but from the likely hood of confusion with Parson
Keep. Any suggestion you may have you may be sure will be backed or aided by me in any way
possible. Perhaps it would be better to wait until the advance Katahdin sheet comes out, about
next spring some time. Then the various names, Witherle Ravine etc. could be added and sent to
the U.S.G.S. together with another sent to the U. S.G. S. Board. Something might then happen.
Comey as you know is a smart alec, a good man in some ways but lacking two essentials tact and
judgement. He doubtless is better at ski-ing up Katahdin in winter than naming localities in other
seasons.
Let me know if anything develops.
I am still busy as the devil with my new quarters, paint, stain etc. for old and new cases,
rearranging collections etc.
November 3, 1927. Myron Avery to Henry Buck.
Dear Buck:
I have your letter of October 31st. Thank you for the enclosures. You are quite right and I merit
all that you say. This bear-baiting of Comey is unnecessary and productive of no good results.
1 am almost ready to give you a bond to keep the peace as far as he is concerned.
I did not have the slightest hope that you or anyone else would revive Witherle Ravine. I am
genuinely sorry because of this. Still I wonder if Comey would have let it go through despite my
letter.
My only consolation is contained in the last sentence of your letter. If Judge Perkins can be
similarly tolerant I can repay him by doing some good work here on his Appalachian Trail. If he
cast me from favor I can do the work just the same.
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1927-1932 - Compiled by David Field - Page 13

November 3, 1927. Henry E. Dunnack, State Librarian, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
You can’t very well imagine my surprise and humiliation on receiving your letter of October
31st, saying you had written on February 2, 1927, and followed this request at least twice, and
that no answer had been received. I beg you to believe. Sir, this is not the rule, and heavens
knows I hope it is not the practice to treat correspondents in this fashion.
I sent for our correspondence and Miss Brainerd assures me that there is no letter in the file
dealing with this proposition. This puzzles me more than ever. However I at once went to the
land office and they assure me they have sent you all the information they have on this subject.
Mr. Violette, the commissioner, says he sent you a copy of the notes of Joseph C. Norris. I have
this report on my desk at the present time. It begins, November the second and runs through to
November 21, 1925. Is this the document to which you refer?
If I had your letter of February 2, I would know what to look for, and what to look in. Miss
Brainerd recalls a letter which she took to the land office, and she remembers that there was
some clerk working on it. This clerk has since left the land office and this may explain the delay.
I think perhaps the whole matter may be straightened out if you will send me your letter of
February 2nd.
We greatly appreciate what you are doing and we want to co-operate with you in every possible
way. Everybody in the Library understand our attitude on this particular work in which you are
engaged.
I am very glad you have written me this frank letter about the matter.
November 3, 1927. Henry R. Buck, Hartford, Connecticut, to Myron Avery, Apartment
802, The Montello, 1901 Columbia Road, Washington D.C..
Dear Avery:I have read the manuscript diary with the greatest interest, in fact, took it home and read it aloud
to Mrs. Buck and we both enjoyed it very much.
My criticism would be that it might be too long to be printed in the "Maine Woods” but I note
from their letter, which I return, that they are equipped to boil it down if they want to, so that is
all right. I have made a very few suggestions for change where my memory of fact disagreed
with yours, but they are in soft pencil so that you can readily do as you like about changing it.
And I enclose glossy prints of the photographs you mention, which you can send them for
reproduction. I think you have picked the best ones and undoubtedly quite as many as they will
care to run.
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I have not yet heard from Moorehead or Mrs. Eckstorm to whom I sent the same draft about the
Allegash cave that I sent you, and I will not put it into final form until I hear at least from Mrs.
Eckstorm as she may have corrections, though I know they will not be as good as yours, which
are just what is needed to really make the thing complete. As soon as I hear from her, will send
you the final draft and I will send it to the Northern man as you suggest, with a letter of thanks
for putting me on his mailing list. The first copy came today and I was much interested in the
Erie Lake Railroad, and am giving it to Perkins to read also.
November 4, 1927. Arthur Comey, City Planner, Fellow of the American Society of
Landscape Planners, Cambridge, Mass. to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for sending me copy of your letter of Oct. 24th to Mr. Perkins, for the valuable
information on Katahdin contained therein, although mixed with the sort of scurrilous remarks
without which so far as I have been able to observe you are unable to write any letter at all. I
will overlook the venom in these remarks and address myself to their other contents so as to
show you up (to yourself, I hope) on every count that you make. I would not do this in
retaliation, but because your contributions are valuable and we must continue to work on the
same and similar matters; and the only basis on which I can work is above board and, to use your
own expression, “quite frankly”. Believe me, if you really do harbor these thoughts and feelings
that you express I would far prefer you to express them and I’ll do the same; then perhaps we
may keep within reasonable reach of some common understanding.
I will attack your letter seriatim: 1. The material on Stacyville, etc., which you sent in I have
made the utmost use of for the coming edition of the Guide-book. If you desire to scan it further
I will gladly send one more revised MS very shortly for final suggestions.
2. The “Old Sandy Stream Road” I referred to is the original one, coming from Lake Millinocket
along the East bank of Sandy Stream to the vicinity of Depot Camp. It is still used casually, and
we followed it on our way in and out in March, 1926. Dorr uses a hunting camp part way along
it.
3. You have no ground for supposing (unless you may perhaps be judging others by yourself)
that I asked for your views as to the recent list of names except for the purpose of turning every
scrap over to the Nomenclature Committee when it meets. I have previously sponsored names,
some you may have wanted, only to find that the Committee, probably wisely, decided that it did
not have in hand sufficient independent information, preferably first-hand, to be safe in
approving a name. Everything you might send in would be just such independent information
and read in toto to the Committee.
4. As a matter of fact, so far from being one more hurdle they if sent to me would be quite the
reverse. I have on more than one occasion found that the Chairman did not have all the material
relating to a name in his possession at the meeting. My suggestion to send all such on these
Katahdin names to me was for the very purpose of assuring that it would all be kept together
until disposed of.
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5. The next point you make is deeper, as it relates to the fallibility of man and of his “principles”
or “rules”. So far as I know the Nomenclature Committee does adhere to general principles of
Nomenclature. Some of these were set forth in Pub. No. 6 of the New England Trail Conference,
at least as regards trials. But it is not a slave to its rules and does give its work the full benefit of
personal reaction and individual opinion, properly weighted, let us hope. The only way to
demonstrate “intolerance and rough over-riding” will be in specific cases.
6. Another difficulty in judging the Committee arises from your concept of the scope of its work.
Owing to the very fact that Katahdin is far away, we have, as Henry Buck aptly put it in a recent
letter been “very chary about doing much (naming) in Maine without the co-operation, or at least
consent of some sort, of local authorities”. For this and for other reasons the Committee has very
seldom invented a name, but has preferred to pass on names originated by others, to decide
whether the A.M.C. should use it in its printed matter. For this reason, new names have often
been held in abeyance until more generally adopted locally,--or until they disappeared.
Whenever a name was not essential to the description of a trail or for an important large
topographic feature on the map, it might well be omitted and simply not used officially for a
time. In this category falls “Witherle Ravine”, which I for one now believe is ripe for approval,
and I consider such change of front absolutely logical. On the other hand, when we already had
a name on the map and from some source or other a different name (or spelling) arose or was
brought to attention, we face another problem demanding prompt solution. Most of the names in
the present list came as a result of such things. I “ignored” Witherle Ravine in this list because it
did not fall in any such category at the time, but am glad that Mr. Buck has restated its case,
particularly as I am now inserting in the Guidebook a description of the way up it to the tableland.
7. I omitted “Witherle Ravine” from the new map for several reasons,--first because it had not
been adopted by the Nomenclature Committee, though before it; and second because it is
impossible to place on a 1” scale map every detail, particularly as our maps must stand a
reduction before being reproduced. No two would ever choose the same minor items to include
and exclude, so we can’t very well argue that point profitably.
8. I don’t know whether you would falsify contours, or anything else, but if not, it seems a little
discourteous and uncalled for to imply that I would, even had I the nefarious purposes you
impute. Perhaps you will have to find from others whether I would. I am glad to have even this
back-handed correction for the map, and would appreciate your sending me an accurate revision
of this portion.
9. As for “Mullen Mt.” I do hate it. That is my personal reaction, and valuable just to that
degree, and no more. However, I already knew when I wrote it that Perkins and Buck felt
similarly. Buck in his letter does not imply that this peak is so remote from the rest of
Wassataquoik as you do. I was told it was all Wassataquoik while in the region myself, your
letter being the first intimation that it is not. I suggest you, Buck, Perkins and Williamson agree
on this and one or two other names before they are passed on.
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11. [There was no #10 in the letter.] “Klondike Pond” you will find was urged by these same
mutual friends, also approved of by various people locally. I suggest you fight them before the
committee passes on it. Like many other names, it is nothing one way to me, though I may enjoy
one side better than the other, but people have urged it or it appears in some print or otherwise,
and a decision is forced. I am perfectly willing to see Mayo Pond stick, if you all are.
12. Historically “Appalachian Trail” from Stacyville is no innovation, at least within several
years, as that name has stuck to the section near Basin Pond through thick and thin. However it
never got on a map until Buck put it on his, and he and Perkins agree with many others of us that
it should die, as an unsuitable and confusing name for that trail.
13. “Avalanche” received long publicity before adoption, and yet I remember no peep from you
then. It evidently is antedated by a few years by the 1846 use of East Slide, but that in itself is
not conclusive for adoption. I do not understand that East Slide is or has been for some time in
general use. This was known as the avalanche, was it not, when Higginson climbed by way of it
in the ‘50s, and after it the brook has been known as “Avalanche Brook” these many years. We
were faced with the necessity of a name here, because the less understood or used name “Old
Man Slide” had appeared in print. Avalanche and Avalanche Trail appear to have made their
way reasonably well, considering that neither name has yet appeared in Guide Book or on Map
of the club. Again, I suggest you fight it out with Perkins, Buck and Williamson before asking
the Committee to reverse the Club’s recent adoption.
14. As for “Hamlin Peak” ample evidence of his interest was submitted to the Committee, but
that in itself would not have secured favorable action, had not the ridge already received general
sanction and use as Hamlin Ridge. There being but the one ridge from this peak, the proposal to
include both under the one name was heartily received as tending to assist the visitor, while any
other name would have confused him.
15. “Keep Ridge” you know was not adopted, nor yet the original “Parson Keep Ridge”, which
had real local color (and no disparagement except to a supercritical mind), because not yet in use.
We, the Club, are “very chary” about naming things, and there was no necessity, once the
Avalanche and trail were named, to adopt any name for this ridge for the present.
16. “Harvey Ridge” falls into that category which draws the ire of another section of our critics,
being hopelessly prosaic. Unless names can have some aesthetic quality they should be adopted
only when other reasons are overwhelming (as Hamlin Peak). We have in our possession a map
showing the horrible result if this sort of naming is unchecked.
17. “Chamberlain Lake” is NOT “quite alright” at all. There was no occasion except suspicion
for supposing that I favored it. I simply added it to my list because it had been informally
applied, but with no intention that it should stick.
18. However “Parsons Trail” likewise all who have replied feel is NOT alright either. It
certainly has neither “historical connections or peculiar fitness”, as you at least imply. I
personally hope that Mr. Parsons himself will agree that this is not an appropriate name.
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Moreover there is already one Parsons Trail near-by, likewise christened by Dudley, that leading
to Pamola Caves.
Finally may I quote from your letter: “Attempting to rationalize leads one through a labyrinth of
conflicting mental processes.”
Copies to Messrs. Perkins and Buck
November 4, 1927. Arthur Perkins to Myron Avery.
My dear Avery:
I have your letter of October 24th, and am glad to know that there is a possibility of so much
interest in the Appalachian Trail in Washington.
Since I wrote you I have been appointed a member of the general committee on the Appalachian
Trail to which I referred in my last letter, and in talking with the chairman about it I suggested
that we have a meeting of the committee sometime this winter or next spring, and he seemed to
approve of the plan. I suggested that it be held in Washington, but that matter was not decided. I
hope it will be, however, for it will give a chance to the southern members of the committee to
be there, and I think it would be a means of adding to the interest of your friends in Washington.
I will certainly let you know when and where it will be held if it is called.
I thank you for your views in regard to Katahdin matters, which take up the rest of your letter.
As you sent a copy to Mr. Comey, I will not have to do so.
I have looked over the book about the Great Smokies that you referred to, but I have not read it
yet. It looks like quite interesting reading, and as soon as I get a chance I will go through it more
carefully. I have not seen any reference to the trip down there this spring in the A. M. C.
Bulletins lately, and it may have been given up.
The Trail Conference that you ask about I suppose is the New England Trail Conference, which
is made up of delegates from different mountain clubs in this territory, like the different chapters
of the A. M. C., the Dartmouth Outing Club, the Williams Outing Club, etc. Its meetings are
open, however, and anybody can attend that is interested, and the next meeting will be in Boston
on the 14th and 15th of December, and if you can be there I know you will be interested.
As the Appalachian Trail plans get more developed, we ought to have committees in different
localities to help build it and keep it open, and they might as well be called trail conferences as
anything else. For instance, there is a very loose organization called the New York and New
Jersey Trail Conference, not made of delegates like ours, but of individuals who are interested in
the A.T.; and they had a big meeting in Harrisburg last spring of people interested in the same
subject in Pennsylvania, though whether they called it a Trail Conference or not I do not know.
It might be a good plan to organize another one for the section south of Pennsylvania, which is
the one you would be interested in I should think, and perhaps I can do something about that
when we get together in Washington.
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1929
January 29, 1929. Myron Avery to Will C. Barnes, Secretary, U. S. Geographic Board,
Library of Congress
Dear Mr. Barnes:
At your suggestion I am summarizing my conversation with you of today with respect to
“Mullen” and “Wassataquoik” mountains in the extreme upper left hand corner of the Geological
Survey sheet for Mt. Katahdin in Maine. My suggestion is that the names as used in the
photolith Geological Survey sheet should be entirely restored for the reason:

time:

(a) that the usage is entirely correct;
(b) such usage is accepted locally and has been so accepted for over a long period of
(c) that the Appalachian Mountain Club has adopted this usage and its maps so indicate.

The Appalachian Mountain Club has been much interested in the Katahdin country. It has
prepared various maps and has a Guide Book to this region. Its early maps were limited to
Katahdin proper and the topography of the adjoining country was extremely vague. Mullen Mt.
(of the photolith) is a bare peak, very pronounced from Katahdin. Then attention was focused on
this peak, in the extension of the map beyond the limits of Katahdin, its name, when learned,
encountered opposition, which was prompted to a large degree by a dislike of Irish names. The
objector tried to meet the problem by attaching the name Wassataquoik to this peak (which is
Mullen) and to the very extensive peak Wassataquoik proper, which is at least two miles further
north and connected with Mullen by a low ridge. This suggestion was advanced in ignorance of
the topography. I have travelled over all of the peaks in this region and Mr. T. T. Ranney, the
topographer, will bear me out in my statement that there are two distinct mountains and that it
would be very inappropriate to call both Wassataquoik Mountain.
The matter was settled in the Appalachian Mountain Club (see A. M. C. Bulletin, May, 1928,
page 164) by the adoption of the name of Mullen Mt. “that being the only name in common use”.
In the summer of 1928 the A. M. C. issued a Guide Book and a map in which the peaks were
named the same as on the photolith. So as far as the Appalachian Mountain Club was concerned
the matter was settled and the individual, Mr. A. C. Comey, who first opposed the name of
Mullen Mt. had acquiesced.
I was very much surprised at the change from the photolith; in fact I would not have noticed it at
all except that Mr. Lewis called my attention to it when we were discussing “Nesowadnehunk”.
I understand that Mr. Lewis had seen some of Mr. Comey’s early correspondence and was
unaware of later developments. The A. M. C. map of 1928 which agrees with the photolith was
prepared under Mr. Comey’s supervision. The striking out of the name “Mullen” from the
photolith seems clearly to be due to a misunderstanding and I trust that the Board will restore the
names as used on the photolith. I am enclosing, corrected, for your convenience a corrected
proof of the Katahdin sheet. This explanation may seem unnecessarily long but I had thought
that in view of the fact that is necessitated a review of the Board’s previous action, you would
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want a full statement from me. If I speak rather freely of the Appalachian Mountain Club’s
action, it is for the reason that, apart from my intensive interest in the Katahdin area, I am
serving my second term as a member of its Nomenclature Committee.
I wish to call to your attention another matter. You will notice, a short distance southeast of
Mullen Mountain, a precipitous basin known as the Northwest Basin. It contains four ponds but
is inaccessible and very seldom frequented. No names are given on the map for any of these
ponds. Only two have ever received names. In 1902, Professor Leroy H. Harvey took an
exploring party to this Basin (See Rhodora, Vol. 5, No. 50). He named the largest pond Lake
Cowles and the next largest, Davis Pond. Wherever names have been applied to the ponds these
names have been used. No other names have ever been applied to these ponds. I think that I am
in a position to make this statement by reason of having probably read all of the Katahdin
literature, as I am a joint compiler of a Katahdin Bibliography which runs to eighty typed pages.
I believe therefore, that inasmuch as these names are the only ones used (although as I say few
people go to the ponds and in consequence there is no local usage) the situation warrants the
adoption of these names by the Geographic Board and their use on the Survey map. If they are
left unnamed, in a short time more objectionable names may come into existence. I am
enclosing a copy of a newspaper article which I wrote about this Basin and its ponds. Another
instance of the use of these names is Appalachia, June, 1928, page 41.
If I can give any more information on these problems I shall be very pleased to do so. I can be
reached at Branch 1599, National 5200.
M. H. Avery
Admiralty Attorney
United States Shipping Board
Room 2930-A
New Navy Building
Washington, D. C.
January 29, 1929. Myron Avery to E. M. Sippervele, Esq., Ashland, New Hampshire
Dear Sir:
I am writing you by reason of my interest in Mount Katahdin. Mr. E. B. Draper who lumbered
in the Wassataquoik in 1910-4 tells me that at one time you were a photographer at Patten,
Maine and had a number of very fine views of the country around Katahdin. Mr. Draper
suggested that I write you and ascertain if you still had any of your prints or the negatives.
I have quite a collection of Katahdin pictures and I should very much appreciate hearing from
you.
20 June 1929. Willis E. Parsons, Commissioner, Department of Inland Fisheries and Game,
to Myron Avery
Myron H. Avery, Attorney
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Bureau of Law
Room 2930-A-New Navy Building
Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Avery:
A trail was cut out two or three years ago by Game Wardens while engaged in the performance
of their duties, patrolling the different sections of the forest, from Katahdin Mountain westward
to Squaw Mountain, following the highest point of land, due west to Little Squaw Mountain
within, as you say, five or six miles of the Kennebec River, but this has not been mapped. The
trail is in fairly good shape now, although there may be some slight obstruction. The object was
to connect Katahdin with Mt. Bigelow Game Preserve, in time without expense to the State, as
far as possible, and then westward to the National Forest of Maine and New Hampshire.
July 2, 1929. Sanford L. Fogg, Deputy Attorney General, Augusta, Maine to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
The legislature of Maine at its last session which adjourned April 13, 1929, passed an act
intended to revise and simplify the Inland Fish and Game Laws, and in it was a section which
has been generally misconstrued, relating to non-residents camping and building fires in the
unorganized townships in the State.
The law has not been materially changed in this regard, and as it will exist after July 13th when
the new law goes into effect, it will not prevent you or handicap you in any way from making
your usual trips through the Katahdin and Traveller country.
The law only requires persons engaged in fishing or hunting to be in charge of a registered guide
in order to camp or build fires in the wild lands.
July 8 1929. Myron Avery to Sanford L. Fogg
Dear Sir:
I am very much interested in your letter of July 2nd, in which you say that Chapter 331 of the
1929 Maine laws was intended to revise and simplify the inland fishing and game laws and that
in your opinion Section 51 has been generally misconstrued, and that the law has not been
materially changed in this regard.
I do not wish to trouble you unduly but I wish to make sure that I am correct in understanding
that your office believes that a non-resident, who is not hunting or fishing, may still camp and
build fires on the unorganized lands.
Section 51, which I take to be the pertinent section of the new act, reads:
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“Section 51. Non-residents shall not enter upon any organized [“organized” is an
apparent typo by Avery as all of this relates to unorganized townships] townships, except public
camp sites maintained by the Maine forestry department, during the months of May to December
and kindle fires thereon while camping or engaged in fishing or hunting without being in charge
of a registered guide, or engage in hunting in such territory, during the open season without
being in charge of a registered guide and no such guide shall at the same time guide or be
employed by more than five non-residents in hunting.”
I had read this section as adding a new category, i.e., that of “camping” to conditions which
necessitated the employment of a guide by a non-resident. I shall, therefore, very much
appreciate your explaining to me the view of your office that Section 51 does not work any
material change of the former law, and that a non-resident may still camp and build fires in the
unorganized lands provided that he refrains from hunting and fishing. I understand that to secure
a referendum on this act 10,000 signatures must be filed by July 13th, 1929. Do you happen to
know whether the necessary number have been procured?
I have always thought that there was a considerable joker in the non-residents guide law in that
even after procuring a guide one is subject to a fine of $10.00 for lighting fires on unorganized
lands without the consent of the owner. As a practical matter, obtaining such consent is
obviously impossible. I have thought the guide himself subject to this penalty. Do you consider
this section reaches the guide?
I shall much appreciate an expression of opinion with respect to my inquiries.
CC: Mr. Arthur Perkins
CC: Mr. H. R. Buck
CC: Mr. A.C. Comey
July 15 1929. Harrie Coe, Manager, Maine Publicity Bureau, Portland to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
The time limit for obtaining signatures for the referendum expired last Saturday.
The Attorney General has ruled that the addition of the word “campers” in the laws as passed last
winter relate only to people engaged in hunting and fishing as this is made a part of the fish and
game section of the general laws. That seems to settle the matter so far as legal interpretation is
concerned, but I am wondering how many people misinterpret it and will not bother to ask what
the Attorney General thinks about it.
July 20,1929. Sanford Fogg to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
In response to your letter of July 6th, I am enclosing a copy of my opinion concerning the law
relating to non-residents camping on the unorganized townships in this State.
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I am not aware that there was any attempt made to secure a referendum on this law. A
referendum has been filed with reference to other provisions of the Inland Fish and Game Law
but this petition is only with reference to the proposed increase in residents’ license fees and the
trapping and hunting law.
Trusting that the foregoing, with the enclosure, will give you the information you desire, I am
Very truly yours,
Sanford L. Fogg, Deputy Attorney General, to Vico Isola, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission
Dear Sir:
Since your recent oral inquiry regarding the construction of Section 51 of Chapter 331 of the
Public Laws of 1929, entitled “An Act Relative to Fishing and Hunting”, which section provides
that:
“Non-residents shall not enter upon any unorganized townships, except public camp sites
maintained by the Maine forestry department, during the months of May to December and kindle
fires thereon while camping or engaged in fishing or hunting without being in charge of a
registered guide, or engage in hunting in such territory, during the open season without being in
charge of a registered guide and no such guide shall at the same time guide or be employed by
more than five non-residents in hunting.”
I have made a careful examination of the origin and development of this section as it relates to
“non-residents” entering upon “unorganized townships” in the State, and “camp and kindle
fires”.
The law was first enacted in 1913 as a part of “An Act to Revise, Collate, Arrange and
Consolidate the Inland Fish and Game Laws of the State” being as follows, viz:
“Non-residents of the state shall not enter upon the wild lands of the state and camp or kindle
fires thereon while engaged in hunting or fishing, without being in charge of a registered guide,
during the months of May, June, July, August, September, October and November, and no
registered guide shall, at the same time, guide or be employed by more than five non-residents in
hunting.”
In 1917, this law was re-enacted under the title of “An Act to Revise, Collate, Arrange and
Simplify the Inland Fish and Game Laws of the State”, so as to read:
“Non-residents of the state shall not enter upon the wild lands of the state and camp or kindle
fires thereon while engaged in hunting or fishing, without being in charge of a registered guide,
during the months of May, June, July, August, September, October and November, and no
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registered guide shall, at the same time, guide or be employed by more than five non-residents in
hunting.
Any such non-residents who enters upon the wild lands of the state and camps or kindles fires
thereon, while engaged in hunting or fishing without being in charge of a registered guide,
during the months of May, June, July, August, September, October and November, in violation
of the provisions herein contained, or any guide who shall guide at the same time, more than five
non-residents in hunting, shall pay a fine of forty dollars and costs for each offense.”
Amendments to the foregoing were made in 1919, 1923, and in 1927, so that the present law is
as follows, viz:
(Section 79, Chapter 37, Revision, 1929)
“Non-residents of the state shall not enter upon any unorganized or unincorporated township of
the state and camp or kindle fires thereon while engaged in hunting or fishing without being in
charge of a registered guide, during the months of May, June, July, August, September, October
and November, or engage in hunting in such unorganized territory during said months without
being in charge of a registered guide, and no registered guide shall, at the same time, guide or be
employed by more than five non-residents in hunting. Any such non-resident who enters upon
any unorganized or unincorporated township of the state and camps or kindles fires thereon,
while engaged in hunting or fishing without being in charge of a registered guide, during the
months of May, June, July, August, September, October and November, or hunts in any
unorganized territory in the state during the months above named without being in charge of a
registered guide, in violation of any provision herein contained, or any guide who shall guide at
the same time, or be employed by at the same time, more than five non-residents in hunting, shall
pay a fine of forty dollars and costs for each offense. The provisions of this section shall not
apply to non-resident fishermen who camp within the limits of public camp sites maintained by
the Maine forest service, or who build camp fires in the fireplaces provided by the Maine forest
service on such camp sites.”
The history of this provision of the law shows that in every enactment it relates to “nonresidents” entering upon wild lands, and camp and kindle fires while engaged in “hunting or
fishing”.
The aforesaid Chapter 331, Public Laws of 1929, was enacted to revise and simplify the “Inland
Fish and Game Laws” of the State, and from information I have received from those in charge of
and most active in said revision, I am satisfied that it was not the intention of the Legislature to
change in any degree the existing law with reference to “non-residents” camping and building
fires within the unorganized or unincorporated townships of the State.
It seems to have been the sole legislative intent to condense and simplify the laws and
regulations relating to Fishing and Hunting and in doing this, the aforesaid section relating to
“Camping and building fires” by “non-residents” was inadvertently so constructed as to leave
some doubt in many minds as to its true meaning.
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Our Court has in many cases held that the “Fundamental rule of construction is legislative
intent”. The Court has also held that “true intent is often best ascertained by examining the
original law.”
Construing Section 51 according to the rule adopted by the Court as aforesaid, it is my opinion
that the provisions of said section apply only to those “Non-residents” who enter upon the
unorganized or unincorporated townships of the state and camp and kindle fires thereon while
engaged in hunting or fishing.
{Copy Perkins, Comey, Buck, Draper, S. Judson Ewes}
August 27 1929. Arthur Comey to Arthur Perkins (on New England Trail Conference
letterhead)
Dear J.P.
The scouting trip was a complete success, as we went over or viewed practically the entire route
hitherto unscouted, thus completing the preliminary investigation of a suitable route for the
Appalachian Trail in Maine, as follows:
In 1925 we scouted from Grafton Notch (the end of the trail at present) to the summit of Old
Blue. (Via Baldpate, C Pond and Moody Mt.)
From Old Blue the recommended route runs to the summit of Elephant by way of a high
connecting ridge. It first runs n.e. so as to get slightly onto the eastern side of the height of land,
this ridge being broad, and being lumbered on its west slope. This is moderately hard at present,
but would make a fine trail easily maintained once open. It descends slightly all the way to the
steep slope up Elephant (water about here). Elephant is ascended by running slightly to the west
of the more cliff-like portion. Its summit has small trees, but a platform 20 feet high would
command the view—a fine one, and now attained by climbing a small tree.
From Elephant descend n.e. into Bemis Stream Valley, fair going, but a few blow-downs, trail
once open easily maintained. At foot of steep slopes lumbered and burned area (1903) is
entered. Not difficult but trail would have to be brushed for a few years. After 1 m. old main
lumber road is found, but crosses stream 16 times, and is partly obliterated for 2 m. The last mile
is good trail along this old road to Summit Station (3 shacks here) with Bemis 3 m. north along
the track—no highway.
From Summit a good tote road and trail leads to 4 Ponds, with a branch, needing some brushing
out, around the large pond to camp (private) of Dr. Meeker on Sunday Pond. Thence a new tote
trail was brushed out and clear in 1929 n.e. to west side of Long Pond. From a tiny log cabin
(locked) 1 m. before reaching pond a foot trail needing some brushing out leads more to right,
crossing stream to lumber camps on shore of pond, and beyond to beach and large private camp
of Mr. Burt, with short private road to state highway just east of Long Pond.
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From this point follow state highway e. 1 m. to Sandy River Ponds, with a wood road crossing at
their e. end. Thence a former fire lookout’s trail led to summit of Saddleback, easily reopened.
(Consult game warden Harding.)
From summit of Saddleback to Bigelow Village an alternative to the best route might lead into
the Sandy River Valley and up the narrow-gauge r. r. to a lumber road leading around n. side of
pond at head of West Brook. Thence a good trail follows main lumber road along brook to
Bigelow Village. Best route however runs via Abram and Sugar-loaf Mtns., both fine ones—as
follows:
From Summit of Saddleback go e. via easternmost burned rocky spur, and then through valley
(probably old lumber roads) to Perham Jo., then via abandoned narrow gauge r. r. grade to
Barnjum lumber camp (abandoned) thence ascend Mt. Abram ridge and along ridge to fire tower.
From Mt. Abram descend via north ridge and ascend Spaulding Mt., thence a high ridge connects
with Sugar-loaf, probably trail would keep near east escarpment, west slope being gradual, poor
going here at present in short fir, etc., but trail once made easily kept open. Summit of Sugarloaf is burned and bare.
From Sugar-loaf route should probably descend n., partly burned partly small woods, then
lumbered, with undoubtedly a main lumber road to be found, leading to Bigelow village (Mt.
Pisgah, to the n.w. is about as high as any, and could be included by going w. from Sugarloaf,
perhaps using a steep gulch to West Brook, with a lateral valley leading w. up to a land-slide up
Pisgah, but the mt. is broad and round, its entire summit wooded, with much blow down and
dead strips in the fir. From its summit a route could be found to the Stony Brook Valley and a
lumber road to the highway opposite the wood road for Mt. Bigelow.)
From Bigelow village follow state highway n.w., either 1 m. to a new trail cutting across to west
end of Stratton Pond, or 2 m. further to a wood road leading to this point and thence along the
north side of the pond past abandoned camps and via a broad lumber road with a foot trail to a
high camp. Thence select the local lumber road leading to small pond on the height of land, and
trail would go thence steeply up 1/2 m. to summit of southern Horn, not unduly difficult.
From Horn route goes along ridge to true summit of Bigelow. Somewhat easier going a little
north of height of land, but trail once made would be easily kept open. From true summit reopen
trail or make new one short distance down to former lookout’s cabin (still usable) with water just
north of it. Thence a trail leads along north side of ridge to fire tower.
From Bigelow good lookout’s trail descends to Dead River (no real village). Go east along state
road 1 m. then turn north along field road (passable to autos for 2 or 3 m.) along east bank of
Dead River to new lumber camp and follow new trail thence at first a little back and then along
river to Long Falls (where a dam may be built). Thence continue by trail to a gravel beach, turn
e. via lumber road to main tote road at Black Brook. Follow main tote road past Grand Falls to
Poplar Hill Falls (a rapid only). Here tote road crosses Dead River, with a bateau at a deep ford
(up to thighs in low water). But a trail continues along so. bank, following telephone wire. 1/2
m. e. there is a cable car crossing, but it is locked to no. bank, with no wire to haul it across.
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Probably better to continue e. along so. bank. 1 m. west of the Forks Village, there is a very
shallow, broad ford (opposite cemetery) to the point where tote road comes to houses and a short
road meets the state road. Follow this road e. 1 m. to west end of Bridge over Kennebec. Here
field road runs n. and soon becomes a path, following roughly a telephone wire. Follow this path
along w. bank of Kennebec to Indian Pond.
We did not scout beyond 5 m. no. of The Forks. At Indian Pond we understand one can cross
either on the dam or r.r. bridge below, and Mr. Parson’s men scouted a route to the west ridge of
Squaw Mts. and started opening a trail along this to the summit. Thence a trail leads to the fish
hatchery and a short road to Greenville. Thence ultimately the route should follow Baker and
Whitecap Mtn. and fishermen’s trail to the West Branch below Ripogenus, with perhaps a
temporary route from Greenville 40 m. via Great Northern Highway to Ripogenus. Thence by
trail now open along West Branch, etc., to Hunt’s Trail up Katahdin.
The above relates solely to the best route for the Appalachian Trail through Maine IF opened.
The problem of the IF is another matter. There is no local interest, and there are many interests
in Maine against such a trail, notably the wild land owners, who dictate much of the state’s
policy. I did not ascertain who most of the owners are, but know that the n.e. slope of Elephant
(Bemis Stream Valley) belongs to Brown Company, noted for their excluding of trampers. At
other places we noted signs of the Great Northern Paper Co., Warren Co., the Kennebec
Protective Association. Four Ponds (where there is a small camp opened to the public) is on
State Land, but managed apparently like any private holding. There are no Forest Service
roadside public campsites close to this route. Except going off Bigelow it does not utilize any of
the lookout’s trails or pass their camps. I did endeavor to re-interest certain people in Andover to
maintain the present trail off the n. side of Baldpate, and to open or re-open a trail up Old Blue,
one having been cut out but not marked in 1925.
It is my opinion that no lasting progress can be made in Maine except through local Maine
action. When they come to believe that a through trail will help them they will open it. At
present there would be so infinitesimally few through hikers that the opening of the trail for
outsiders would be too previous. Many parts of it already have local use, or follow lumber roads
easily maintained, but other parts do not,—notably from Grafton Notch up Baldpate. From
Sawyer Brook Notch over Moody Mt. to Black Brook Notch, and on up Old Blue (though this
should receive local use). From Old Blue over Elephant to part way down Bemis Stream. A
new trail up Saddleback from the south might be used locally, as it leaves the state road, and the
present trail is up a side road past a private (open to public $5 per day) camp across a lake ($1 for
boats) and so is less accessible. No local use from Saddleback to Abram [Comey was apparently
unaware of the Berry Picker’s Trail up the SE spur of Saddleback, used by locals as early as the
mid-1800s, and restored as an A.T. side trail in 2016], Sugar-loaf and Bigelow village. Little or
no local use along the ridge from the Horn to Bigelow summit. No local use from Indian Pond to
Squaw.
The route would not be feasible now for one not used to banging through brush and blow-downs
for long distances with pack, and with no adequate maps (though these are coming within a few
years). I would not recommend that the chap tramping the entire trail, if he recovers and
continues north, should be encouraged to go beyond Grafton Notch, or at most to smash his way
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up Baldpate and follow the trail down the other side to the road at Frye’s Brook. If he did end
here it might stir Andover citizens, and it might not. He would have gone from Georgia to
Maine and there is certainly no merit in taking an auto road around parts of the trail and then
claiming to have traversed the whole route.
I do not think any part of the route beyond Grafton Notch should be marked with A.T. markers,
etc. until a substantial section is open, and that may be far in the future. On the other hand with
local leadership (politically) some outsiders would doubtless be glad to work on the actual trail,
as we have done at Katahdin.
I want to thank you heartily for sending your maps. These, with the “Official Map” of the
National Survey Co. (the most accurate general map apparently), and a panorama and map
showing streams and a few mountains from Saddleback were all we used. I am returning the
maps under separate cover. If any (or all) of them are too worn by field use to continue
satisfactory in your files, PLEASE let me know and I will replace them. I have indicated the
A.T. route on these sheets, also our actual walking trip. The portion between Saddleback and
Abram I do not feel is as thoroughly scouted as the rest, but I did satisfy myself that the trail
should and could go between these points, and looked over the terrain from Saddleback quite
thoroughly. Elsewhere I either walked over the exact route or viewed it closely (except of course
a long stretch on the Dead River, where we did walk 5 miles on each end and were assured the
same trail went through (it being really a tote road), and also we only walked 5 miles up the
Kennebec, but the trail was still going strong, as indicated on the U.S. map, with a telephone
wire in good repair, so with previous assurances I feel sure that trail continues O.K. to Indian
Pond, —at the very least it is the correct location for the through trail. Hence, I now say, I have
scouted the route of the Appalachian Trail from Grafton Notch to Indian Pond, and Parsons has
continued the temporary route to Katahdin.
If you desire any further detail, let me know and I will try to supply it. You will note that the
White Mountains really extend to Baldpate, —then a short gap to Elephant and Old Blue, then
another short gap (9 miles between bases) to Saddleback, Abram, Sugarloaf (Pisgah off the
route) and Bigelow, a fine group of mountains, 4,000 to 4,450 feet high, and with bare rocky
ridges and some spectacular skylines and cliffs. Thence a gap of 60 or more miles to Squaw
Mtn.,-insuperable for a through mountain trail were it not for the two fine river trails along
beautiful valleys (the few small mountains between are not worth climbing, wooded, tough going
and no views worth the effort). In this north country without roads I consider these river trails fit
substitutes for the ridge trails which we have to choose further south to avoid civilization.
Yours very truly,
Arthur C. Comey
Chairman, New England Trail Conference
Maps—The Forks —Quadrangle
Dead River “
Pierce Pond “
Mt. Kennebago Fire Warden’s map
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September 6, 1929. Lucius L. Hubbard, Houghton, Michigan, to Fannie H. Eckstorm,
Brewer, Maine
Dear Mr. Eckstorm:
I am reminded that it is about time for my annual greeting to you, by the completion of changes
in my map and its publication. Last winter I took to Florida with me a copy of the first edition
(1879) and of the Supplement (1882) to send you from there, but I found I needed the copies for
reference while the preparation of the new edition was underway. I now send you under separate
cover, with my compliments, a copy of each of the following:
1st Ed. (1879) in envelope
3rd Ed., Rev. (1891) in envelope
5th Ed. Rev. 1894 in envelope
(1st Ed) 1894 in envelope
(7th Ed) (?) 1929
(1882) Supplement

Moosehead Lake etc.
Indian names first added
Northern Maine etc.

You will note that “Joe Mary” has been restored, but in the first proof I received from the
engraver such a mess was made that I forebore to have him touch Oberneetsomebech, for fear of
confusion.
I have compiled a tentative bibliography of the map and sent to the L. C. a copy of each of the
different issues I could find among my papers. When they return me typed copies of my list I
shall send you one for your information. In particulars of issues since the death of Mr.
Dillingham I am entirely without information except as to numbers. Can you tell me when Mr.
D. died, and when Mr. Stevens took over the business? I do not believe that any material
changes were made after about 1912, certainly not with my cooperation.
As for myself personally, I have spent the summer here with some of my children and
grandchildren about me, and am beginning to look forward to an early return to Florida. I hope
these lines will find you well and active.
October 8, 1929. Lucius Hubbard to Fannie Eckstorm
Dear Mrs. Eckstorm:
Herewith I am sending you the promised list of my maps, as far as I can find the data. You may
sometime or other be able to add to it further details covering the period from 1912 on, when I
was too busy to give the map my personal attention and left all that to Mr. Dillingham.
Early in November I expect to go to Florida for the winter.
With my compliments and wishes for your good health.
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{Received from Mrs. Eckstorm Jan. 1935. Copy in Katahdin file.}
1930
January 2, 1930. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm to Myron Avery. {“with 1931 corresp. Possible
typo on date”}
Dear Mr. Avery:
You will want to know that Mr. Hempstead’s MS came safely yesterday and gave me much
pleasure. He has done a splendid piece of work, and it is a great gratification to me to be able to
contribute a little to such fine, original and important work as both you and he have been doing
on the Maine Woods. I only hope some provision can be made for printing Mr. Hempstead’s
work in an edition large enough to supply libraries in other states as well as this, which ought to
have it for reference. It is much too good to be allowed to pass out with a hundred or two copies
only.
In the months past I have often thought of you but have had no real reason for troubling you with
letters. The enclosed clipping has been lying about for six months on the chance that it may be
new to you and of interest. I do not want it back, though as a dust-catcher it is a great success.
Last August I was through your home region. I had some Indian work to do, so went across the
Air-line to Calais and made it head-quarters. From there to Pt. Pleasant and got Old Lewey
Mitchell and toted him around about three days. Went up to Princeton and Ball’s Camps and
down through Eastport, Dennysville and so to past Machias, still toting Old Lewey. The last
day, being rid of him we went the whole distance from Calais to Bangor, including a long stop in
Machias, where I saw the pictured rock, old John Soctomer, Machiasport, etc; had supper with
my sister at Hancock Point and so home. It was a fine trip of four perfect days, very rare at
Eastport, according to my experience as a resident there in August several years.
No particular news. I am working on my old Lovewell’s Fight to get it ready for publication; a
little on ballads and some on Indian names—rather mixed pickles. Happy New Year.
January 25, 1930. George M. Houghton, General Passenger Agent, Bangor and Aroostook
Railroad, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Your telegram of the 24th instant was received at my office this morning.
The letters which you have sent me from time to time have been turned over to Mr. Hennessy
and I found out only a few days ago that he is unable to use your article from the fact that he has
so much other material and your story is so long. He has not written you from the fact that he
was in hopes to be able to use it.
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We have had this matter up with Mr. Hennessy and he has promised to write you today. I think
he can explain the situation very much better than I can.
January 28, 1930. Myron Avery to Wilfred A. Hennessey, Secretary, Bangor Chamber of
Commerce, Bangor, Maine
Dear Hr. Hennessy:
You have doubtlessly received a copy of Hr. Houghton’s letter to me of January 25th. I expect to
be away a great deal in February and March and for this reason I resorted to drastic measures to
get this thing settled. It is unnecessary for me to say that I am extremely disappointed at the
information he gives me. If I could boycott "The Maine Woods" in any way I should certainly do
so. Seriously speaking, however, I am very much disappointed. It is not my purpose to indulge in
recrimination but it seems to me that this difficulty could have been anticipated when the
manuscript was being copied. We could then have reduced it to the size you wished. I have spent
a great deal of labor on this particular thing on the very natural assumption that it would appear
in due course. The fact that you have not written leads me to hope that you still think you can
work it in.
I do not believe there is anything that I have prepared that I more strongly wished to see printed
than this. If you find it necessary I wish you could take the manuscript and cross out what you
think should be omitted. If you are going to try to shorten this I wish you could attend to it at
once before I am called away from here.
I hope to take more trips to the Maine Woods, particularly the St. John River trip and the
Piscataquis Mountains and perhaps send you a BRIEF narrative. For this reason I hope you will
do your utmost to print the Dead-Water Mountains Story. At any rate, please let me hear from
you for this uncertainty is not very pleasant.
January 28, 1930. Arthur H. Norton, Portland Society of Natural History, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am sending you copies of the Maine Naturalist. I have seen the press notice about alleged
caribou (also taken up by Mr. Lee). I thank you for calling attention to the matter, it is so easy to
overlook some item. State is, or is about to, investigate I am told. Your reference to
“rattlesnakes in the Enchanted Country” is not clear to me. It is something I have not seen. By
whom, where, who? published. Will as usual be gratified for copies of Appalachian Trail, in due
season.
January 29, 1930. Adelaide Meserve, Appalachian Mountain Club, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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Neither Mr. Perkins’ secretary nor his assistant architect can find the plans which I hoped to send
you. They think they are probably in his home and he is at present in Sicily and will not be back
till late March. Guess you are out of luck!
Of course the last number of Appalachia has a plan of the Madison hut.
Why don’t you write to the chairman of the Worcester Chapter,--W. H. Beaumont, 163 ½
Chandler St., Worcester, and see if you can get a plan of their stone hut?
Look out you do not get buried in the snow at Katahdin!
February 5, 1930. Robert Underhill, AMC Committee on Publications, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I regret extremely that our views diverge so utterly, but I must persist entirely in mine. In going
over the first twenty pages of the Bibliography I find, as I said before, repetition of earlier items
with no reason that I can see, retention of long notes (one of them, under Eckstorm, a repetition
as well), and citation of modern newspaper articles. Had the changes been made as I understood
you were to make them these twenty pages could have been reduced to four or five.
There is of course much to be said against skeleton bibliographies. Only, if a bibliography is to
go into "Appalachia," that is the form it must take. You really know our sad but necessary
limitations now about as well as I do, and I feel you should have realized you were getting ready
something we could not in any way use. That is the simple common-sense of the matter.
I agree that it would be very regrettable if you had to stand this loss, since you have done a very
good job in its way and I suppose purity of motive ought to count for a lot however misguided
the act itself! I am therefore sending the bill along to the Treasurer and the Committees will fight
out responsibility for it among themselves as you suggest. But I take it that our paying this bill
will give us the right to possession of this MS., to put in the Library if we wish. I cannot, as I
said, see how we can do anything else with it. In the first place, I simply haven’t the time to go
over it in any such way as you suggest, I should not trust myself to do it alone, and if we start
arguing specific items the matter will last until the next ice-sheet covers Katahdin and renders all
our work vain. Besides which the whole thing would then have to be re-typed again, and I can’t
face the Treasurer with any more such bills.
If you can think up any appropriate way-we can advertise the existence of this Bibliography I'm
ready to meet you on the matter, I had thought of running a book review, tooting it up.
{No Smokies Bib. yet. Can you give Mason’s initials and address again.}
February 7, 1930. Myron Avery to Robert Underhill
Dear Mr. Underhill:
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My expected visit to Boston has been postponed and I shall be away from Washington in the
South for a good bit of the next two months. I am forwarding the Smoky Bibliography. The
delay since my last letter has been due to leads which have brought in some dozen references.
I am also writing because you asked for Mr. Mason’s address. It is Robert Lindsay Mason, Box
995, Knoxville, Tennessee. If you are thinking of articles for Appalachia on the Southern
Appalachians, as I suggested, 1 think you should have reference to Paul M. Fink at Jonesboro,
Tennessee. He is an A.M.C. man. You can see his articles in Appalachia by looking at the
Bibliography.
I am not going to argue this Bibliography matter by letters. I don't fancy, however, the phrase
“purity of motive”* you used in your letter. You didn't have any really definite ideas about the
thing when we talked it over. As for newspaper items, if you intended me to understand that
they must go out, I never would left you with the impression that I agreed to this for my one
point of pride in that Bibliography is its [? Illegible strikeover] not its selectivity. I don't care if
they were stripped to the bare titles but I don't intend to omit titles. I didn't propose to argue with
you what has to he taken out. If you really wanted to do something with this, you could in three
hours line out what you think should be omitted. This task doesn't take anything but an editor. I
would meet Appalachia half way by standing the bill for retyping to get a clean copy. An editor's
note at the bottom could refer to the expanded copy on file in the A.M.C. I really don't care what
you do with the manuscript--throw it in the wastebasket or I will give you a quit claim deed to it.
I am disgusted with the time I spent to try to make a perfect job of it.
If the A.M.C. would have put in as much as $125 1 believe I could have gotten the Maine State
Library to buy enough for the rest of the cost.
What about the "North of Katahdin" and Canoe-Carrying article? Are they in the same nebulous
state?
*or misguided acts
February 7, 1930. Will C. Barnes, Secretary, United States Geographic Board,
Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Referring to your letter of January 29 and your recent visit to this office:
I have made out decision cards for the following names:
Cowles
Davis
Mullen
Wassataquoik
I am going to send them over to Mr. Lewis for his review before putting them up to the board.
This, of course, to be perfectly sure that they are correctly located.
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I regret that I am unable to find anything as to the origin or meaning of these names. The
excellent guide books issued by your club failed to give this historical information in each case.
I think as the Chairman of the Nomenclature Committee you might devote some time to filling in
this gap in these well arranged guide books.
In the White Mountain Guide Book I find a note to this effect:
“The chapter on Katahdin is omitted and will be published as a separate.”
The Library of Congress does not seem to have a copy on their shelves, hence I judge it has not
yet been published.
Our board meets only once a month so these matters will not come before it until the next
meeting, which will be in March, when I am sure they will be promptly approved.
In the meantime, if you can get me any information about the origin of these names I would be
delighted to have it.
February 8, 1930. Myron Avery to Will C. Barnes
Dear Mr. Barnes.
I have your letter of February 7th.
The separate Katahdin Guidebook was duly issued by the A.M.C. in 1933. I had with me, when I
saw you at the Library of Congress, a copy of the Guidebook. You have doubtlessly forgotten
this particular detail but the map in this Katahdin Guidebook (which is the latest A.M.C. map)
has the names of Mullen and Wassataquoik correctly located and in accord with the photolith
and my letter of January 29th. You will notice that this map bears the name of Mr. A. C. Comey
who had, at an earlier date, questioned this usage.
Mr. Lewis tells me that the Katahdin sheet must be sent to the printer at once. In view of the fact
that there really is no question about Mullen, 1 can only hope that you will be able to work out
some procedure to avoid printing the map with such an error. Cannot the Board act informally in
order to prevent the map being issued in this state?
Wassataquoik is an Indian word, carrying the meaning of stream where the salmon were speared
by torch-light. You will find a reference to it in the glossary of L. L. Hubbard’s “Woods and
Lakes of Maine”. A complete history of the Wassataquoik is in the September, 1929 issue of the
Maine Naturalist, a botanical magazine published at Portland, Maine. I could send you a copy of
this item if you wish for it. I believe my letter of the 29th covered Lake Cowles and Davis Pond.
All of the personal names at Katahdin are traced either to lumbermen, trail-builders or scientists
who have worked in the region. This is the situation here.
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I have written the Appalachian Mountain Club and asked them to send both to you and to the
Library of Congress a copy of the Katahdin Guidebook.
1

I very much appreciate your kindness in having my name placed on the mailing list of the
monthly decisions.
1 hope to have good news from you soon in these matters. In the meanwhile if I can help in any
way on Maine matters or the Kephart situation, it will be a pleasure to be of service.
{Copy H. M. Lewis}
February 17, 1930. Alfred G. Hempstead, Minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church in
Brownville Junction, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have been working rather intensively on the West Branch History of late. The first draft is now
completed except for certain gaps that I must try to fill as fast as I can get the data.
You have told me that you would look up anything in Washington for me. I would like to know
if you could get the history of the post offices at Kokadjo, Grant Farm, Chesuncook,
Seboomook, and North East Carry. I do not know whether there ever was one at Lilly Bay or
not. I have never heard of it. I have seen evidence of the Grant Farm P.O. and in 1923 mailed
letters at Seboomook. When was Rockwood P.O. established? These two are now closed.
How is your work on the East Branch developing? Do you intend to complete the work and
publish it? I shall be interested to know what your plans may be. I submitted the first 75 pages to
Mrs. Eckstorm. Due to everything being closed in town for the last two weeks on account of
scarlet fever I have been working ten hours a day on the thesis. It now is a matter of 127 pages
without the appendix or illustrations.
February 18, 1930. Myron Avery to George Houghton, B&ARR
Dear Mr. Houghton:
I am enclosing a copy of an unanswered letter which I have written to Mr. Hennessy. I am asking
if you will return it as it is my only carbon.
I am sorry to have to write you about this situation but I can hardly think that it would be
satisfactory to you. I can only learn that you probably won't use my story because it is too long
and I am unable to get it corrected, if it is used. I do not feel that I should have experienced this. I
have contributed two stories. I have no illusion as to their limitations but I do know that they
have attracted considerable attention to this area and that the local sporting camp proprietors
have profited by them. I spent considerable time on this year's story. It was copied once by you
and twice by me at my own expense. I had written you in the fall that I would send in a story and
I mailed it to you in November, I believe. Your letters indicated that it would be used as a matter
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of course. It covers a region not referred to before, I think, in "In the Maine Woods” and I
thought it would be of value. In view of my previous contributions I should have expected at
least, if the story were found too long, that Mr. Hennessy and I would try to shorten it to the
desired space. However, but for my letter to you, my first information that you had not used the
story would have been when I opened the book. This seems hardly courteous to say the least.
Under the circumstances if the entire article cannot be used, I strongly feel that you should see if
we cannot reduce it to the desired length. Not to make any use of it would seem very unfair to
me.
I am the further embarrassed by reason of the fact that, relying upon the impression received
when the story was sent in, I included it in the Katahdin Bibliography. I need say no more about
the situation this creates for me.
February 20, 1930. Myron Avery to Alfred Hempstead
Dear Mr. Hempstead:
I am pleased to know that your West Branch history is coming along so well. I had wondered
what you were doing with it.
I have taken the necessary steps to get you the information you desire. It may take a little time.
I have done nothing on the East Branch other than collect data. There is so much research work
which should be done in Maine that I have not been in a position to handle it. If you are
disposed to go ahead on this material, please do not hesitate to do so on my account. I should be
glad to place anything that I have at your disposal. My only interest lies in seeing the history
developed.
I hope it is going to be possible for me to obtain a copy of your thesis, at any rate I am counting
on you advising me of the date and place of its deposit.
February 20, 1930. Myron Avery to Post Office Department, Washington, D.C.
Dear Sir:
I have been asked by a writer, who is preparing a history of the region adjacent to the West
Branch of the Penobscot River, to try and get a history of the post offices at Kokadjo, Grant
Farm, Chesuncook, Seboomook and North East Carry. My correspondent is particularly anxious
to know when these various post offices were established. He also wishes to know when the post
office at Rockwood was established. I understand that this post office as well as the one at
Seboomook are now closed. I am sure that any information which you can develop as to the
history of these post offices, which are in Penobscot or Piscataquis counties in Maine, will be
very helpful in the development of this history.
February 21, 1930. Portland Press Herald article on caribou, by Kenneth Fuller Lee.
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“The recent flurry of interest over the report that caribou had been seen near Indian Pond has
attracted the attention of sportsmen as far away as Washington, D.C.
“While the report has not as yet been confirmed, a man at the Capitol was kind enough to mail
the columnist a copy of a bulletin issued by the Appalachian Mountain Club in December, 1926,
containing an article entitled “An early Winter Trip to Katahdin,” by Edward S.C. Smith, which
refers to the presence of caribou on the tablelands of the mountain as late as 1905.
“This party made the ascent on snowshoes, Feb. 8, 1905, part of the trip up being so bad that
they had to resort to ice creepers. In their notes we find the following reference to the caribou:
‘Just before reaching the Tableland Edge, I noticed two caribou almost directly in front of us. I
slipped off my pack, took Dixon’s camera and obtained an exposure of a cow standing at right
angles to our line of march. I then advanced a few yards and snapped another cow as she raised
her head to look over her shoulder at me…Suddenly to my right a stag started to travel to my left
and the others moved almost immediately. As the stag came nearer a cow I obtained both of
them on one negative…We counted seven before they disappeared.’
“There appears to be no doubt that these pictures were the best ever obtained of caribou in the
Pine Tree State and the account is of interest because of the fact. B. H. Dutcher, writing in
‘Mammals of Mt. Katahdin, Maine’, has this to say in regard to the animals: ‘The caribou is an
animal of the past in the Katahdin region. Today all that remains is its bones in the porcupine
dens. From accounts received there have been two migrations of caribou from northern Maine
within the memory of inhabitants now living. The last of these occurred about six years ago (this
was written in 1903).’
“So far as is known, the latest caribou shot on Katahdin was a young bull bagged by Dr. Charles
Dennison Smith of Portland in October, 1898. The head was preserved and is now in the
museum of the Portland Society of Natural History. The following year, 1899, a closed season
was placed on caribou for six years. This was extended from time to time and at last made
perpetual but it came too late to be of any advantage…”
February 21, 1930. George M. Houghton to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Referring to your letter of the 18th instant enclosing copy of letter which you wrote to Mr.
Hennessy on February 6th. While I have never seen this letter before, Mr. Hennessy said to me
some time ago that he had received a letter from you and would answer it. Upon receipt of your
letter I called him over to my office and showed your letter to him. He advised me that he had
answered your letter and had written you several times.
I was very anxious to use your article but explained to Mr. Hennessy that we could not devote
too much space to a technical article as we had so much other material that we were actually
obliged to use for advertising purposes. He talked about conferring with you and cutting it down
and the last thing I recall in regard to the matter was that it was going to take so much space he
was unable to use it. We have used two stories which you very kindly contributed and if I had
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received your letter of the 18th previously I would have been inclined to throw out some of the
important matter we have in the book in order to use your article, but everything has been set up
by our printer. Proof of the entire copy has been submitted to us, O.K.’d and returned to the
printer, and I understood Mr. Hennessy had written you accordingly.
I assure you there was no intention to use you unfairly and I regret exceedingly that you have
been given cause to think so. I, no doubt, feel worse about the matter than you do.
February 24, 1930. Myron Avery to George Houghton
Dear Mr. Houghton:
I have your letter of February 21st. I have never received a single letter from Mr. Hennessy in
any way referring to my article. I can hardly understand how you get any cooperation under such
circumstances. You can not blame me when I say that I shall not put myself to any more trouble
with “In the Maine Woods”.
You will not, of course send the1930 issue to the list of people which I sent in with the article.
The whole situation has become personally very embarrassing to me. It could have been avoided
and I am very much disturbed.
February 25, 1930. Myron Avery to Maine State Library
Dear Mrs. Fuller:
Will you kindly make for me a correction on the Bibliography of Katahdin deposited in the state
library. You will find under my name a title “The Deadwater Mountains” listed as appearing in
the 1930 issue of “In the Maine Woods”. The article will not appear in this issue and I wish to
ask if you will have it stricken out from the list of titles. A short article on the same subject will
appear in the next issue of Appalachia under the title “North of Katahdin”. I believe this is
already in the Bibliography and it should remain there.
February 27, 1930. E. W. Sipprelle, The Sipprelle Studio, Woodsville, New Hampshire, to
Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
I am inclosing two proofs of Mt. Katahdin made quite recently. The point where the picture was
made is Patten, about thirty miles from the mountain. These negatives make very nice
enlargements—they were made on panchromatic films, otherwise the mountain wouldn’t show at
that distance.
8 x 10 enlargements $2.00
11 x 14
“
$3.00
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February 28, 1930. Will C. Barnes, U. S. Geographic Board, to Secretary, Appalachian
Mountain Club, 5 Joy Street, Boston, Mass., copied for Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
On behalf of the United States Geographic Board, I thank you sincerely for the copy of the “A.
M. C. Guide to Katahdin, 1928”, which was recently received.
I presume, my good friend, Mr. M. H. Avery, is responsible for asking you to send it. It will be
very useful in our library.
February 1930: An article entitled “The Appalachian Trail” by Myron Avery was
published in Mountain Magazine, Vol. VIII, No. 2, by the Associated Outdoor Clubs of
America. Mountain Magazine, Great Oak Lane, Pleasantville, N.Y.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
By Myron H. Avery, President, Potomac Appalachian Trail Club
THE Appalachian Trail, as conceived by its proponents and already partly realized, is a footpath
for hikers in the Appalachian Mountains, extending from Maine to Georgia, a distance of some
1,300 miles. To the end of 1929 approximately 500 miles of this trail have been constructed, for
the most part in New England, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Virginia.
The trail shuns automobile roads and lowlands, the purpose being to provide access to the
mountains and wild country of the eastern highlands for tramping, camping and outdoor
recreation. Its route is the crest-line of the Appalachian system, providing a sky-line trail over
mountain summits wherever the outlooks warrant and the ground permits the climb.
The Appalachian system is not an unbroken range, but is made up of successive mountain groups
and roughly parallel ranges separated by long valleys. To be continuous the route must perforce
sometimes follow highways in crossing valleys from one ridge to another. Such use of highways
is, however, a negligible fraction of the trail mileage. With the exception of national and state
parks and national forests traversed, the trail is on privately owned land, with the consent of
owners.
All work involved in constructing and maintaining the trail is voluntary on the part of groups of
outdoor enthusiasts along its route. A standard form of metal marker bearing the monogram AT
and the legend “Appalachian Trail Maine to Georgia” is employed to mark its route,
supplemented by special signs at important intersections.
The idea of an Appalachian Trail was first suggested in 1920 by Mr. Benton MacKaye, now of
Shirley, Mass., at that time a member of the United States Forest Service. His proposal of a
continuous trail of such great length seemed at first visionary. The idea, however, appealed to the
imagination of devotees of the open, and in 1925 a meeting of those interested was held in
Washington and an organization effected for which the name “Appalachian Trail Conference”
was adopted. This was simply a voluntary association of mountain or hiking clubs and other
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interested groups and individuals along the route of the proposed trail, without formal
organization. Its object v7as to further the Appalachian Trail project. Little progress was made at
first and for a time the project lost momentum. In May, 1928, a call for a second meeting of the
Appalachian Trail Conference at Washington, under the auspices of the local Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club, was issued by Mr. Arthur Perkins, of Hartford, Conn. As a result of this
meeting a constitution was adopted and a more formal and permanent organization effected. At a
later meeting the following description of the Appalachian Trail was adopted:
“This is to be a connected trail, running as far as practicable over the summits of the mountains
and through the wild lands of the Atlantic Seaboard and adjoining states, from Maine to Georgia,
to be supplemented by a system of primitive camps at proper intervals, so as to render accessible
for tramping, camping and other forms of primitive travel and living, the said mountains and
wild lands, and as a means for conserving and developing, within this region, the primeval
environment as a natural resource.”
The northern terminus of the trail has been fixed at Mt. Katahdin, the massive granite monolith
in the wilderness of central Maine. From Mt. Katahdin’s summit the route leads via the Hunt
Trail down to Nesowadnehunk Stream and thence along tote-roads on the Penobscot West
Branch to the gigantic storage reservoir of the Great Northern Paper Company at Ripogenus.
From here to Squaw Mountain at the foot of Moosehead Lake the trail temporarily follows the
gravelled tote-road of the Great Northern Paper Company. From Katahdin to Ripogenus this
route was marked with wooden markers in 1928. From Squaw Mountain to Grafton Notch, just
east of the Maine-New Hampshire line, is a series of disconnected mountains through which only
a route for the trail has been scouted. No attempt has yet been made to mark this section. This
scouting was done in 1925 and 1929 by Mr. Arthur C. Comey, of Boston. The route in general
leads from the fire tower on Squaw Mountain to the Forks of the Kennebec and west along toteroads on the Dead River until it turns southwest to cross Mt. Bigelow, then leads over a series of
peaks, the best known of which are Mt. Abraham, Saddleback, Elephant and Old Blue. At
Grafton Notch the trail comes into the admirably organized and maintained trail system of the
Appalachian Mountain Club. This leads through the White Mountains to Mt. Moosilauke, west
of North Woodstock, New Hampshire, commanding one of the finest outlooks in the state. The
Appalachian Club’s trails, which are carefully marked and maintained, are described in its guidebook. The Appalachian Trail markers are being added to the existing markers in the White
Mountains to designate the route of the continuous trail.
From Moosilauke to Hanover, New Hampshire, is the well maintained trail of the Dartmouth
Outing Club. From Hanover the trail turns west to reach the Long Trail of the Green Mountain
Club of Vermont. The link between Hanover and a point near Killington Peak in the Green
Mountains, with the exception of a three-mile stretch, has been completed by representatives of
the Dartmouth Outing Club and of the Green Mountain Club. The Green Mountain Club is at the
present time placing the AT markers along its Long Trail as far south as Mt. Greylock.
Construction of the trail from Mt. Greylock to Mt. Everett in the southwest corner of
Massachusetts has been apportioned among five groups in the western part of the state. The work
here is making good progress and will be finished in 1930.
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From the Massachusetts-Connecticut line to the Connecticut-New York line Mr. Arthur Perkins
has located the route; one-third of the distance across Connecticut, on the southern end, has been
completed and marked; the remaining distance in Connecticut should be completed next year.
From the New York-Connecticut line, members of the New York Chapter of the Appalachian
Mountain Club, under the direction of Mr. Murray Stevens, have nearly completed its portion of
the route, mainly following wood roads and disused highways, across Dutchess and Putnam
Counties to the Bear Mountain Bridge over the Hudson River. West of the Hudson River lies the
Palisades Interstate Park. Through this territory an available trail has been in existence for some
years and the recent activity of various interested groups, under the direction of Mr. Raymond H.
Torrey, has extended the trail by Greenwood Lake in New Jersey along the Kittatiny Ridge to the
Delaware Water Gap. Close to a huge metropolitan population, the sponsors of this portion of the
trail plan to complete it as a model section.
West of the Delaware Water Gap, in Pennsylvania, the range becomes the Blue Mountain. The
Blue Mountain Club of Pennsylvania, under the direction of Professor E. C. Bingham of
Lafayette College, has undertaken the uncompleted section of the trail west from the Delaware
Water Gap to the Lehigh River. Of this section about twenty-two miles have been completed.
Thence follows a seventy-mile stretch along the crest of the ridge, which has already been
constructed by the Blue Mountain Eagle Climbing Club of Reading, Pa., under the direction of
Dr. H. F. Rentschler. This Club’s section ends at Swatora Gap, about twenty miles east of the
Susquehanna River above Harrisburg. From Swatora Gap to the river, construction has been
undertaken by the Linglestown Appalachian Trail Club under the direction of Professor Moyer;
part of this route, from Piketown to within two miles of the river, has already been marked by
Professor Moyer and his Boy Scouts. From the Susquehanna to Harpers Ferry, where the
Potomac River breaks through the Blue Ridge of Virginia, two routes have been considered ; the
western and longer route extends from Harrisburg along the North Mountain on the west side of
the Cumberland Valley to the Potomac River near Hancock, Md., and thence down the disused
towpath of the C. & 0. Canal some fifty-seven miles to Harpers Ferry; the other and shorter route
crosses the Cumberland Valley near its northern end and follows the ridge of South Mountain
through a Pennsylvania state park and across Maryland directly to Harpers Ferry. The latter route
has been practically decided upon.
At Harpers Ferry this unlocated section ends and from here south to Swift Run Gap in the
Shenandoah National Park the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club of Washington, D. C., has
constructed since November, 1927, a continuous stretch of 105 miles of the trail. This trail was
recleared in the fall of 1929 and this Club is rapidly extending it to the southern end of the
Shenandoah National Park near Waynesboro, Va., and will soon publish a guide-book covering
the entire distance. Adjoining the national park is the Natural Bridge National Forest, where the
Forest Service has already constructed 70 miles of sky-line trail. The AT markers will be placed
on the trail in this forest in the coming year.
From the Peaks of Otter, at the southern end of the Natural Bridge National Forest, to
Grandfather Mountain in North Carolina is the major hiatus in the Appalachian Trail. This
section has not been thoroughly scouted and adequate maps are still lacking. Here there are two
possible routes. One route could follow the main Blue Ridge, which forms the watershed
between the streams flowing to the Atlantic and those which empty into the Mississippi. At
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Grandfather Mountain this route would leave the Blue Ridge and turn west over the Yellow
Mountains and The Roan (probably the outstanding single mountain of the Southern
Appalachians) to cross over to the western ridge, or the Unakas. The other route would leave the
Blue Ridge at the Peaks of Otter and enter the northern end of the Unaka National Forest in
southern Virginia, to pass through its whole length to the point where the first-described route
would enter the southern end of the forest in northern Tennessee. From Grandfather Mountain
over The Roan on the first route, down the Unakas across the Nolechucky Gorge and French
Broad Gap at Warm Springs, Mr. Paul Fink, of Jonesboro, Tenn., Mr. R. R. Ozmer, of Erwin,
Tenn., and interested helpers have scouted and at the present time are engaged in marking the
route.
From the Big Pigeon at the eastern end of the Great Smokies National Park the trail follows the
crest of the Great Smokies over Mt. Guyot to its maximum elevation at Clingman’s Dome
(6,680ft.), through the wildest and most difficult area yet traversed, to Siler’s Bald. Here again
are two possible routes. One leaves the crest-line of the Great Smokies and extends south along
Forney Ridge to Bushnell on the Little Tennessee River; from there it leads through existing
forest trails in the Nantahala National Forest, containing a remarkable gorge known in the
Cherokee tongue as “Land of the Noonday Sun.” The route extends through this forest to private
land over which for about 30 miles a forest trail is being constructed by agreement with the
owners, and then enters the eastern division of the Cherokee National Forest and continues
through that to a point near Jasper, Georgia, terminating on a mountain, the name of which is to
be changed to Mt. Oglethorpe, which is to have a monument to General Oglethorpe, the founder
of the state. This terminus is accessible by automobile. The other and longer route would pass to
the western terminus of the Great Smokies, where the Little Tennessee River cuts through the
range, and thence through the western division of the Cherokee National Forest to Cohutta
Mountain near Cohutta Springs, in northern Georgia.
Construction of a continuous trail over the foregoing route of 1,300 miles seems a project of
magnitude, but the availability of existing trails and wood roads for a thousand miles of the way
is known. Locating and marking the route with the AT markers is progressing rapidly. New
groups are constantly affiliating themselves with the project and the unexplored areas along the
way are diminishing. From interest evinced and actual progress made it can now be asserted that
the Appalachian Trail from Maine to Georgia is ultimately assured. Sections farthest removed
from centers of population will naturally be the least used for the present, and the nature of the
ground and vegetation in parts of the Great Smokies will probably postpone any work other than
locating and marking the route there until the area is taken into Government control as a national
park. The trail, steadily developing and extending side trails to points of beauty or historic
interest, will provide communities in many states with a means of approach to outdoor life amid
surroundings of the greatest inspiration.
Information on constructing and marking trail is available in the booklet “Trail Construction and
Maintenance, with Particular Reference to the Appalachian Trail,” which may be procured for 20
cents from the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, Metropolitan Bank Building, Washington, D. C.
This club also has available a film on trail cutting, designed to cover graphically the instruction
offered in the booklet.
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The Appalachian Trail Conference meets each year. Its Honorary President is Maj. William A.
Welch, General Manager, Palisades Interstate Park. Honorary Vice-Presidents are Maj. Robert
Y. Stuart, Chief, U. S. Forest Service, and Mr. Horace M. Albright, Director, National Park
Service, Washington, D. C. Mr. Raymond H. Torrey, 154 Nassau St., New York City, is
Treasurer and Miss Harlean James, Union Trust Bldg., Washington, D. C., is Secretary. The
Chairman of the Board of Directors is Mr. Arthur Perkins, of Hartford, Connecticut, whose
interest resulted in a reorganization of the Conference and to whom is due in large measure the
progress made in the last two years. The trail is divided for convenience into five districts: New
England, New York-New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland-Virginia, and Southern. Each district
has three representatives on the Board of Managers and a representative on the Board of
Directors of the Appalachian Trail Conference.
Further information about the Appalachian Trail may be obtained from Mr. Arthur Perkins, 750
Main St., Hartford, Conn.
The membership of the Appalachian Trail Conference up to the end of 1929 is as follows:
Horace Albright, Director National Park Service;
Neil S. Violette, Forest Commissioner, State of Maine;
The Appalachian Mountain Club:
James E. Scott, Supervisor White Mountain National Forest;
The Dartmouth Outing Club ;
The Green Mountain Club;
The Berkshire Hills Trail Committee;
The Connecticut Chapter, Appalachian Mountain Club;
Austin Hawes, State Forester of Connecticut ;
The New York Chapter of the Appalachian Mountain Club;
The New York Section of the Green Mountain Club ;
The Tramp and Trail Club of New York;
The Paterson Ramblers;
The Blue Mountain Club of Pennsylvania ;
The Blue Mountain Eagle Climbing Club ;
The Alpine Club of Pennsylvania;
Archibald F. Rupp, of the Pennsylvania Department of Forestry;
F. W. Besley, State Forester of Maryland ;
The Potomac Appalachian Trail Club ;
H. M. Sears, Supervisor Natural Bridge National Forest;
Sam R. Broadbent, Supervisor Unaka National Forest ;
Smoky Mountain Hiking Club ;
M. A. Mattoon, Supervisor Pisgah National Forest;
Clinton G. Smith, Supervisor Cherokee National Forest;
The Catskill Hiking Club of New’ York ;
The Fresh Air Club of New York;
C. P. Wilder, State Forester of New Jersey;
The New Jersey High Park Commission.
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A partial bibliography of the Appalachian Trail, which includes much interesting descriptive
material, is supplied below for those interested:
“Long Trail from Maine to Georgia,” Review of Review’s, March 1924, Vol. 69, pp. 317-31S.
“New Trails for Old,” by L. Mumford, The Freeman, July 4, 1923, Vol. 7, pp. 396-397.
“Project for an Appalachian Trail,” Playground, May 1922, Vol. 16, pp. 67-68.
“Appalachian Trail,” by G. H. Dacy, Mentor, August 1928, Vol. 16, pp. 1-10.
“Appalachian Trail,” by W. P. Eaton, Saturday Evening Post, July 7, 1928, Vol. 201, p. 31.
“Appalachian Trail,” by W. P. Eaton, Review of Reviews, August 1928, Vol. 78, pp. 210-211.
“Blazing the Modern Appalachian Trail,” by C. U. Hallock, Travel, June 1926, Vol. 47, p. 20.
“Trail Through the Appalachians,” Survey, November 15, 1925, Vol. 55, p. 210.
“Appalachian Trail, a Project in Regional Planning,” by Benton Mac- Kaye, Journal American
Institute of Architects, October 1921, Vol. 9, pp. 325-330.
“The Appalachian Trail,” by Arthur Perkins, American Civic Annual, 1929, pp. 100-103.
“Great Trail for Hikers Grows in Appalachians,” by Raymond H. Torrey, New York Times, May
5, 1929.
“The Appalachian Trail,” by Walter Pritchard Eaton, Saturday Evening Post, July 7, 1928.
“Outdoor Culture—The Philosophy of Through Trails,” by Benton Mac- Kaye, Publication No.
16, New England Trail Conference, Abbott Building, Harvard Square, Cambridge, Mass.
“Washington Trail Blazers Find New World in Lofty Wilderness,” by Thomas R. Henry,
Washington Sunday Star, June 10, 1928.
“The Appalachian Trail Grows,” by H. C. Anderson, Mountain Magazine, Pleasantville, New
York, May 1928.
“A Nine Days’ Hike in the Blue Ridge,” by M. H. Avery, Mountain Magazine, July 1929.
The Washington Times, August 17, 1929.
“Hitting the Appalachian Trail,” by R. R. Ozmer, Outdoor Life, October 1929.
“The Appalachian Trail,” Appalachia, June 1929, pp. 295-6.
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“Appalachian Trail Conference Permanently Organized,” by R. H. Torrey, Bulletin of American
Scenic and Historic Preservation Society, June 1929.
“Shenandoah National Park,” booklet issued by Shenandoah National Park Tourist Bureau,
Harrisonburg, Va. ($1.00).
Reprint of “A Nine Days’ Hike in the Blue Ridge,” by M. H. Avery, in The American Motorist,
Dist. of Columbia Edition, November 1929.
“The Southern Highlands,” by Mellinger E. Henry, New Jersey Journal of Education, Nov.-Dee.,
1929.
Bulletins of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, 519 Metropolitan Bank Bldg., Washington, D.
C
ANNUAL MEETING
The Appalachian Trail Conference
THE Annual Meeting of the Appalachian Trail Conference for 1930 will be held on Friday, May
30th (Memorial Day) and Saturday, May 31st, at Skyland (near Luray, Page County), Virginia.
Skyland is a unique mountain resort, comprising some fifty cabins with comfortable
accommodations, located at an altitude of about 3,500 feet in the heart of the Shenandoah
National Park and along the route of the Appalachian Trail, some eighty miles west of
Washington. The Conference arrangements will include trips along this scenic section of the
Appalachian Trail and possibly to other interesting points in the Blue Ridge. Such trips may be
taken on foot or on horseback, and will be adapted to the desires of the delegates and to the
conditions.
This meeting will be held under the auspices of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club of
Washington, D. C. Free automobile transportation will be provided by the Club from
Washington to the foot of the Blue Ridge, three and one-third miles from Skyland. From there
the delegates can reach Skyland either by walking, riding horseback, or in a buckboard. Skyland
may also be reached from points north and south by either day or night trains to Luray, from
which transportation to the top of the mountain can be arranged.
A further detailed notice of this meeting will be sent to each member of the Conference before
May 1, 1930. It is hoped that you or a representative from your organization will plan to attend.
Please give this notice as wide publicity as possible among those likely to be interested.—Arthur
Perkins, Chairman of the Board of Managers.
Appalachian Trail Conference
Undertaking the Appalachian Trail from Maine to Georgia
Honorary President: Major William A. Welch, General Manager, Palisades Interstate Park, Iona
Island, N. Y. Chairman of the Board: Arthur Perkins, Connecticut Chapter, Appalachian
Mountain Club, 750 Main St., Hartford, Conn. Honorary Vice-Presidents: Major Robert Y.
Stuart, Chief, U. S. Forest Service, Washington, D. C.; Horace M. Albright, Director, National
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Park Service, Washington, D. C. Treasurer: Raymond H. Torrey, New York Section, Green
Mountain Club, 154 Nassau St., New York City. Secretary: Harlean James, 905 Union Trust
Building, Washington, D. C.
Board of Managers: (New England District), Arthur C. Comey, Chairman, New England Trail
Conference. Dean Peabody, Jr., President, Appalachian Mountain Club, Willis E. Ross,
Secretary Green Mountain Club. (New York- New Jersey District), Raymond H. Torrey, New
York Section, Green Mountain Club. Frank Place, Tramp and Trail Club of New York. Frederick
T. Schuetz, Executive Council, Boy Scouts of Newark, N. J. (Pennsylvania District), Eugene C.
Bingham, President, Blue Mountain Club of Pennsylvania, A. E. Rupp, Pennsylvania
Department, Forests and Waters. Dr. H. F. Rentschler, Blue Mountain Eagle Climbing Club.
(Maryland-Virginia District), F. W. Besley, State Forester, Maryland. Myron H. Avery,
President, Potomac Appalachian Trail Club. Dr. H. S. Hedges, Charlottsville, Virginia. (Southern
District), Paul M. Fink, Jonesboro, Tennessee. Horace Kephart, Bryson City, North Carolina.
James E. Thompson, President, Smoky Mountains Hiking Club.
March 4, 1930. Myron Avery to Arthur H. Norton, Portland, Maine
Dear Mr. Norton:
I am wondering if the enclosed article would be of any use to you. I had expected to have it
appear in the 1930 issue of In the Maine Woods but it was too long and in a general mix-up it
was too late to reduce it. There is some scientific stuff in it and it just occurred to me that you
might be hard put for Maine Naturalist copy and that this would make a filler-in. I have plenty
of photos etc. I thought I would send it in to you on the chance that you might be able to use it.
It won’t grieve me if you can’t.
Mr, Comey will have quite a story on the A.T. trail in Maine in the June 1930 issue of
Appalachia. I spoke to the Editor of Appalachia last week again and he would be very glad to
have you use the map or plates, if you wished. If you want to take it up, write to Robert L. M.
Underhill, Editor, Appalachia, Divinity Hall, Cambridge, Mass.
{Please return manuscript}
March 4, 1930. Myron Avery to E. M. Sipprelle Studio
I am very much obliged to you for your letter of February 27, 1930 and the two proofs which you
enclosed. I am very much surprised that you have any recent pictures. I had thought that you
might have some pictures taken a long time ago. I judge from your letter that you no longer have
any of your old views.
I am very much obliged to you for your kindness in sending me these pictures. I enclose a copy
of the Maine Naturalist on an article on Wassataquoik, which may be of interest to you.
CC: E. B. Draper, 209 Washington Street, Boston, Mass.
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1927-1932 - Compiled by David Field - Page 46

March 5, 1930. Decisions of the United States Geographic Board
The United States Geographic Board, on March 5, 1930, rendered the following decisions
[excerpts]:
Cowles; lake, Piscataquis Co., Me., in Northwest Basin, near monument line, in T.3, R.10. Name
given by the monument line surveyors, under Edwin Rose, 1833, the first visitors to this basin.
Davis. pond; Piscataquis Co., Me., in T.3, R.9, in Northwest Basin about ½ mile west of Harvey
Ridge and east of Lake Cowles, near monument line. Name given by the monument line
surveyors, under Edwin Rose, 1833, the first visitors to this basin.
Mullen; mountain, 2,900 feet high, Piscataquis County, Me., between Mullen and Annis Brooks,
in T. 4, R. 10 (Not Wassataquoik)
Wassataquoik; mountain, Me., 2,700 feet high, in T. 4, R. 10, about 6 miles northwest of Mount
Katahdin and 2 miles east of Bald Mountain, Piscataquis County, Me. (Not Mullen.)
March 6, 1930. Post Card from Arthur Norton to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am in receipt of your Ms. on the “Dead-water Mountains” and shall be glad to use it. A note on
your letter foot says “return manuscript”. I presume this to mean when it has been finished with.
If I am not right, drop a card.
March 6, 1930. Myron Avery to George M. Houghton, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad
Dear Mr. Houghton:
Would you be good enough to see that the following is done? Please have the Dead-Water
Mountains manuscript returned to me. Please have ALL photos including the photo of the map
sent later sent AT ONCE to Arthur H. Norton, Portland Society of Natural History, ELM St.,
Portland, Maine.
I am going to make use of the article elsewhere and I want to get my manuscript and photos
back. 1 know it is useless for me to write Mr. Hennessy for them. In view of the way that this
matter has been handled 1 feel that the least that your office can do, is to comply promptly with
these requests and see to it that all photos and the map are sent to Mr. Norton. Would you also
tell me that this has been done so that I may know that the photos have gone out.
I feel that I have very serious cause for complaint at the way this matter was handled. I have been
put to considerable expense in getting the manuscript copies, photos made on the understanding
that the story was to be used. I hardly think that with my past contributions this was warranted.
At any rate will you not see that the above is carried out.
March 8, 1930. Myron Avery to Arthur Norton
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1927-1932 - Compiled by David Field - Page 47

Dear Mr. Norton:
I have to-day your card of March 6th and I am pleased that you can use the article on the “DeadWater Mountains”. I only meant to ask you to return the manuscript in the event that you could
not use it.
I am writing to instruct the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad to send to you at once the photos
which I sent them so that you can choose which you wish for illustrations. Would you let me
know the issue in which the article will appear as I wish to make use of the reference in an other
connection.
I have quite a list of people to whom I would like copies to he sent. I do not feel like asking the
Magazine to mail the copies at its expense but could I not send in the list so that copies could he
mailed out when the article is printed and I could he billed for the postage and the cost of the
magazine, if this last is necessary. It would save me much trouble if the copies could he mailed
from the printing office. I shall he away for a great deal the next two months and if you can send
me the proof shortly it might save you some delay.
Please let me know about the issue and how I can arrange to get the copies sent out. I must have
about 50 names.
P.S.: There should be a map with the photos. Do not send them back to me as they are all
duplicates. If the map is not sent in let me know so that I can call for it again.
March 11, 1930. George M. Houghton to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am in receipt of your letter of the 6th instance and we are sending to Mr. Arthur H. Norton,
Portland Society of Natural History, Elm St., Portland, Me., the large blue print map of Katahdin,
photograph of smaller map of Katahdin, and thirty-three photographs.
We are enclosing herewith articles “The Northwest Basin of Katahdin: and “The Dead-Water
Mountains”. We are also returning to you cut “Dumping Pulpwood into Wassataquoik Lake”,
which you sent us some time ago.
As I fully explained my situation regarding this matter, I do not know as I can say more at this
time only that I regret very much that you have been put to so much annoyance.
March 12, 1930. Will C. Barnes to Myron Avery
My dear Mr. Avery:
The United States Geographic Board, at its meeting, March 5, 1930, rendered the following
decisions:
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Cowles; lake, Piscataquis Co., Me., in Northwest Basin, near Monument Line, in T. 3, R. 10. So
named on recommendation of Mr. M. H. Avery, for name given by the Monument Line
Surveyors, under Edwin Rose, 1833, the first visitors to this basin.
Davis; pond, Piscataquis Co., Me., in T. 3, R. 9, in Northwest Basin, about 1/2 mile west of
Harvey Ridge, and east of Lake Cowles, near Monument Line. So named on recommendation of
Mr. M. H. Avery, for name given by the Monument Line Surveyors, under Edwin Rose, 1833,
the first visitors to this basin.
Mullen; mountain, 2,900 feet high, Piscataquis Co., Me., between Mullen and Annis Brooks, in
T. 4, R. 10. (Not Wassataquoik. The board approved, also, a change in the description of the
following:
Decision May 1, 1929
Wassataquoik; mountain, Me., 2,700 feet high, in T. 4, R. 10, about 6 miles northwest of Mount
Katahdin and 2 miles east of Bald Mountain, Piscataquis County, Me. (Not Mullen.)
March 13, 1930. Postcard from A. H. Norton to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Plan to have your Deadwater Mountains in March 1930 issue. If you send me a list of parties to
whom you would have copies go, I will forward it to printer with our mailing list and have them
mailed with the regular issue. Would like to have it in duplicate to avert possible loss.
Photographs and map from Bangor and Aroostook received. Will use the map and select one or
two of preferred lot.
March 17, 1930. Myron Avery to Mrs. Fuller, State Library, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mrs. Fuller:
Some time ago I wrote you and asked you to strike out from the Katahdin Bibliography the
article on the Dead-Water Mountains, as it would not appear in the 1930 Maine Woods. It will,
however, appear in the Maine Naturalist for March, 1930, and I would appreciate your correcting
the Bibliography accordingly.
March 17, 1930. Myron Avery to Arthur H. Norton
Dear Mr. Norton:
I am enclosing another copy of the Dead-Water Mountains article which may make a better copy
for your printer.
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I have your card of March 13, 1930. I am enclosing the list of people to whom I wish the article
to go. I have had this list prepared in duplicate as you suggest. It will be a very great
convenience to me to have the copies mailed by the printer with your regular mailing list.
I note that you have received the maps and photos. I am including the article in the Bibliography
as appearing in March, 1930 issue, vol. 10, no. 1.
{See letter March 21, 1930}
Please send copy of 1930 “Maine Naturalist” to
Edward S.C. Smith, Department of Geology, Union College, Schenectady, N, Y.
Frank Schairer, Carnegie Geophysical Laboratory, Washington, D.C. (6 copies).
Henry R. Buck, 60 Prospect St,, Hartford, Connecticut,
The Lubec Herald, Lubec, Maine,
H. G. Avery, North Lubec, Maine (2 copies),
Manford Fickett, North Lubec, Maine,
North Lubec Manufacturing and Canning Co., North Lubec, Maine,
Lore A, Rogers, 3635 S, St., Washington, D.C,
Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, Wilson St,, Brewer, Maine,
A. G. Hempstead, Brownville Junction, Maine,
Edward B. Draper, 209 Washington Street, Care of J. Sumner Draper, Boston, Mass.
Dr. Howard Kane, The Ontario Apartment, Washington, D.C,
Miss Myrtle H. Hodgdon, 174 Main Ave., Gardiner, Maine
Neil L. Violette, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine (2 copies),
H. E,.Dunnack, State Librarian, Augusta, Maine (Personal).
George E. Wing, Jr., Auburn, Maine,
Charles Mahar, Care of Trout Brook Farm, Mattagamon Postoffice, Maine (2 copies)
Madison M. Tracey, Stacyville, Maine,
Harold M. Boulier, Stacyville, Maine, (2 copies)
John E. Mitchell, Chief Fire Warden, Patten, Maine,
Arthur C, Comey, Abbot Building, Harvard Square, Cambridge, Mass.
L. F. Cutter, Chestnut St., Salem, Mass,
Prof, Robert L. M, Underhill, Divinity Hall, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass.
William F. Dawson, 120 Ocean Avenue, Lynn, Mass.
Miss Amy C. Witherle, Castine, Maine,
Ludwig K. Moorehead, 33 East Sixty First St., New York City, N. Y.
Arthur Perkins, 750 Main Street, Hartford, Conn.
W. B. Williamson, 1590 Boulevard Ave., Hartford, Conn,
Lee Wallis Gibbons, Care of B. Nicoll & Co., Inc, 294 Madison Ave., New York, N.Y.
E. T. Whitehouse Maplewood Lumber Co., Unity, Maine.
Allen W. Hall, 152 Dartmouth St., Portland, Maine,
Percival Sayward, 37 Elm Street, Braintree, Mass,
Mr. Walter D. Greene, The Lambs Club, 128 West 44th Street, New York, N.Y.
Stanley K. Gordon, 208 West Fifth Avenue, New Rochelle, N, J,
Prof. Leland M, Goodrich, Brown University, Providence, R. I.
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E. D. Stephens, Lincoln Pulpwood Company, Brewer, Maine,
L. S. Cook, Division of Forest Engineering, Great Northern Paper Company, Bangor, Maine.
W. K. McKinley, U. S. Geological Survey, Washington, D.C.
T. T. Ranney, U. S. Geological Survey, Washington, D.C,
H. C. Anderson, Metropolitan Bank Building, Washington, D.C.
P. L. Bicker, U, S, Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C.
Chas. H. Wagner, 3321 P St., N, W. Washington, D.C,
Walter Jex, 711 Florida Ave., N.E., Washington, D.C.
Harold Allen, 612 19th Street, N. W., Washington, D.C.
C. E. Artman, U. S. Department of Commerce, Washington, D.C.
J. W. Cox, 1850 Monroe Street, Washington, D.C.
Mrs. Mary Leckie Roberts, Rock Springs, Wyoming.
Alvan L. Richan, Circulation Manager, Lewiston Evening Journal, Lewiston, Maine,
Albion B. Rice, Lubec, Maine
Arno Cammerer, Assistant Director, National Park Service, Washington, D.C.
G. Freeman Pollock, Esquire, 3827 Livingston Street, Washington, D.C.
Dr. Morton Gross, 133 West 77th St., New York, N.Y.
Send 12 copies to M, H. Avery, Admiralty Attorney, Bureau of Law, U.S. Shipping Board,
Washington, D.C.
Roger T. White, Oxford St,, Hartford, Conn.
Eben B. Page, Scituate, Mass.
Oscar Hamlin, Milo, Maine,
James F. Morton, Curator, Patterson Museum, Patterson, N.J.
Dr. Francis Harper, Boston Society of Natural History, 234 Berkeley St,, Boston, Mass,
Harold F. Birnbaum, 1 Park Avenue, New York City, N.Y.
Clarence Peavey, Shawmut, Maine,
Clement F, Robinson, Exchange St., Portland, Maine,
C. E. Donworth, Attorney-at-law, Machias, Maine,
Gerald G. Wilder, Librarian, Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Maine
Ridsdale Ellis, Care of Steward & McKay, McLachlen Building, Washington, D.C.
Francis P. Freeman, Union Mutual Building, Portland, Maine,
J. E. Rhodes, The Travelers Insurance Co., Hartford, Conn,
Paul Fink, Jonesboro, Tenn,
Granville Hunt, Knoxville, News Sentinel, Knoxville, Tenn.
Roy Ozmer, Erwin, Tenn,
Dean Peabody, Jr, Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy Street, Boston, Mass.
John M. Woolsey, 131 East 66th Street, Hew York, N.Y.
Albert T. Gould, 1 Federal Street, Boston, Mass,
L. A. Welles, 230 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y,
Hugh Love, St. Stephens, New Brunswick, Canada,
George H. O'Mar, Oak Hill, St. Stephens, New Brunswick, Canada.
Justin E, Packard, Dayton Street, Augusta, Maine,
S, Judson Ewer, 532 East White Street, Champaign, Ill.
Clyde E. Holley, 936 West Kensington Road, Los Angeles, California
Joe Dennis, Old Town, Maine
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Kenneth A. Henderson, 238 Chestnut Street, West Newton, Mass.
Dwight B. Billings, care of Pacific Mills, 24 Federal Street, Boston, Mass.
W. F. Tracey, Stacyville, Maine.
{Charles H. Warner, Sec., Fall River Chamber Commerce}
{Prof. Rusken S. Freer, Lynchburg, Va.}
{The Library, Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy St., Boston, Mass.}
{Robert W. Bridgman, Randolph, N.H.}
{Oliver Cobb}
Please put on label—sent at request of M. H. Avery
Archie Grover, Deputy Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Game, Augusta, Maine
H. P. Rodgerson, Stacyville, Maine
Fred H. Barrow, S., 68 Keene, Providence, R.I.
E. L. McElroy, Patten, Maine
Alan H. Clark, Psi Upsilon House, Brunswick, Maine
John Olson (3 copies), 113 Water Street, Arlington, Mass.
Bradeen and Clifford, Kidney Pond Camps, Millinocket, Maine
C. E. MacDonald, Bowlan Pond Camp, Sherman, Maine
Reginald Crawford, Togue Pond Camps, Millinocket, Maine
Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine
F. M. Pitman, Millinocket, Maine
Copy sent Moorehead, Gibbons, Mahar, Cobb, W.F. Tracey, M. M. Tracey, Boulier, Schairer,
Greene, Norton, Harrie B. Coe.
March 17, 1930. Myron Avery to Robert L. M. Underhill
Dear Mr. Underhill:
I am rather apologetic about asking you to make a correction in Footnote 1 of the North of
Katahdin article on page 1. What is written in pen should be crossed out and the following
inserted:
1. A more detailed narrative of this trip was published under the title of “The Dead-Water
Mountains” in The Maine Naturalist, March, 1930, Vol. 10, No. 1
I have sent to Mr. Henderson a number of aerial photographs of the Tetons which you will wish
to see. Some are better than the photographs which I showed you. There is at the Library of
Congress a book entitled “Photographic Views of the Teton Mountains and Other Scenes in
Wyoming, 1899” by J. E. Stimson, which surpasses anything I have ever seen.
I suggested to Mr. Henderson that he should run the Wind River Bibliography in Appalachia
some time.
I expect to be in Boston at the time of the New England Trail Conference and I will bring the
Bibliography with me at that time if I do not mail it before.
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March 21, 1930. Myron Avery to John Olsen, Arlington, Mass.
Dear Mr. Olsen:
Three nights ago I was talking about the Katahdin map with Walter D. Greene. Mr. Greene
points out that the location for Draper Pond is in error. Its inlet comes into the stream flowing
out of Wassataquoik Lake between the six ponds and the outlet. The Draper Pond itself is
practically in line with the edge of the mountain. I think that this will enable you to make the
transposition.
There is another thing which is none too clear on my blue print; that is the route to Tracey’s from
MacDonald’s camp. This route does not run close to the river bank. What you do is follow the
MacDonald Trail to the South Branch Ponds for about one mile west from MacDonald’s Camp,
then you cross the stream come into a road (which seems to end at this point) which swings
southeast by the most direct route to hit the river.
I trust that this description will be clear enough for you to make the change. I expect to be at the
New England Trail Club conference on the 5th and 6th of April and there might be some
advantage in your having me see the new tracing, so that I can see if I have made myself clear on
the various corrections I have sent you from time to time. If the suggestion appeals, you might let
me know when I can see you as I expect to be at liberty any time on Friday and Saturday, April
5th and 6th.
March 21, 1930. Myron Avery to Arthur Norton
Dear Mr. Norton:
Further to my letter of March 17, 1930, I am enclosing a list of some Sporting Camps around
Katahdin to which I should like to have the copy of the Naturalist with the Dead-Water
Mountains article sent.
Send copy of March 1930 Maine Naturalist to
W. F. Tracey, Stacyville, Maine (4 copies)
Everett L. York, York’s Twin Pine Camps, Greenville, Maine (2 copies)
Bradeen and Clifford, Kidney Pond Camps, Greenville, Maine
F. M. Pitman, Norcross, Maine
Leon E. Potter, Norcross, Maine
Mrs. Robert McDugall, Norcross, Maine
H. P. Rodgerson, Sherman, Maine (2 copies)
Reginald Crawford, Togue Pond Camps, Millinocket, Maine
Roy Dudley, Stacyville, Maine
March 29, 1930. Fred H. Barrows, Chairman, A.M.C. Committee on Nomenclature, to
Myron Avery
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Dear Mr. Avery:
There will be a meeting of the Committee on Nomenclature at the Club House in Boston,
Saturday, Apr. 5th. The time will be decided by majority vote on cards returned. This is same
date as N. E. Trail Conference. Please sign and return card at once so that definite notice of time
may be sent out.
March 31, 1930. Myron Avery to Robert L. M. Underhill
Dear Mr. Underhill:
We have been able to complete the work on the Katahdin Bibliography in line with your
suggestion. I have prepared this in two ways. I was very reluctant to omit titles and I had
thought that the additional titles might be only on the most, a page of Appalachia and if the
Revised Supplement was sufficiently short you might be willing to print all of the titles. You can
see for yourself how much space it takes up.
On the first carbon I have drawn a line through all the modern newspaper articles. If, after
reviewing the whole situation, you conclude that it is absolutely necessary to omit these, I could
draw a red line on the original through the same titles which are lined out on the carbon.
To save postage I will bring back with me the original and deposit it in the library.
You will recall that you told me that the titles need not be put in capitals. This, I am sorry to say,
slipped my mind until it was too late to make the correction but inasmuch as it will serve as a
help to the printer in setting up type, I trust that my mistake will be of no great consequence.
You will recall that you were to add an editor’s note referring to the expanded Bibliography
deposited in the Library.
March 31, 1930. Myron Avery to Arthur H. Norton
Dear Mr. Norton:
I have a carbon of a rather complete Supplement to the Katahdin Bibliography, which appeared
in Appalachia in 1924. As you will see from the first page, I have deposited a copy in the State
Library and with the Appalachian Mountain Club. It seems to me that it would be appropriate to
have a carbon filed with the Portland Society of Natural History.
Could you have this article listed and indexed, so that it would be readily available in case
inquiry was made. Would you drop me a card to let me know that you have received the
Bibliography. I presume that I will be receiving the proof on the “Dead-Water Mountains” article
in the near future.
April 1, 1930. Myron Avery to Maine State Library, Attn. Mrs. Fuller
Dear Mrs. Fuller:
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I have often wished that I could have had made a better copy of the complete Bibliography when
I sent it for deposit in the Library. The copy is very much interlined and difficult to use.
But I have recently done more work on the Bibliography and have prepared a Supplement to the
titles which appeared in the 1924 issue of Appalachia. I am sending you a copy of this
Supplement and wish to ask if you will have it bound up, listed and indexed with the separate of
the 1924 Bibliography. This Supplement together with the 1924 Bibliography, comprise the
complete Bibliography. This is the manuscript you already have. This information is given in
the notes on the first page of the Supplement.
Will you be good enough to let me know that the Supplement has been received and indexed.
April 4, 1930. Arthur H. Norton, Librarian, to Myron Avery
The Library of the Portland Society of Natural History very gratefully acknowledges receipt of a
carbon supplement to Bibliography of Mountain Katahdin by you. This will be kept available
for all and will be duly catalogued and indexed.
April 12, 1930. Maine State Library to Myron Avery
My dear Mr. Avery:
We have received the Supplement to the Bibliography of Mt. Katahdin which you sent us
recently. As we understand it, this is a supplement to the bibliography as published in
Appalachia, 1924, and so is included in the complete Bibliography. This manuscript which we
have received recently properly belongs with the Appalachia reprint, doesn’t it?
The date of the complete Bibliography is 1926, is it not? Should the addenda section be dated
1926-1930? Additional references, such as the several items which you have sent us recently,
will be added as addenda, for the present, until there are enough of them to make a supplement.
We were glad to have the item about the Appalachian Trail to add to our files.
We have not yet received the map of Katahdin which is to be used in connection with your
blueprint map. Is it out yet?
April 14, 1930. Myron Avery to Maine State Library, Attn. Mrs. Fuller
Dear Mrs. Fuller:
I have your letter of April 12, 1930. The understanding of the first paragraph of your letter is
quite correct; that is the manuscript recently sent you is included in the entire typed Bibliography
and that the manuscript recently sent you together with the Appalachia 1924 reprint is equivalent
to the longer complete typed Bibliography.
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I do not feel that the manuscript recently sent you should be considered later than the complete
Bibliography as there may have been a considerable number of newspaper titles since 1926
which I did not have.
I understand that the Geological Survey map of Mt. Katahdin will be out in a month. I suggest
that you write the Director of the Geological Survey at Washington, D. C. and ask that a copy be
sent to you when issued.
Did you obtain the Commercial Survey of New England from the Department of Commerce? I
suggested it to you some time ago when I sent you a publication of the Department of Commerce
which contained the first chapter.
April 17, 1930. Katahdin Map Distribution List
Please say on labels that map sent at request of M.H. Avery
Henry R. Buck (3 copies)
60 Prospect St.
Hartford, Conn.
Arthur Perkins
750 Main St.
Hartford, Conn.
William R. Williamson
1590 Boulevard Ave.
Hartford, Conn.
Edward S. C. Smith
Union College
Schenectady, N.Y.
Lore A. rogers
3635 S. St., N.W.
Washington, D.C.
Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm
Wilson St.
Brewer, Maine
Arthur C. Comey
Abbott Building
Harvard Square
Cambridge, Mass.
Prof. Leland M. Goodrich
Brown University
Providence, R.I.
R. D. Stephens
Lincoln Pulpwood Company
Brewer, Maine
W. T. Whitehouse
Unity, Maine

J. F. Schairer, Esq. (3 copies)
Carnegie Geophysical Laboratory
Washington, D.C.
Edward B. Draper, Esq. (3 copies)
209 Washington St.
Care of J. Sumner Draper
Boston, Mass.
Miss Myrtle H. Hodgdon
174 Main Ave.
Gardiner, Maine
Miss Amy C. Witherle
Castine, Maine
Neil L. Violetter (2 copies)
Forest Commissioner
Augusta, Maine
H. E. Dunnack
State Librarian
Augusta, Maine
John E. Mitchell, Esq.
Chief Fire Warden
Patte, Maine
LeRoy Dudley
Stacyville, Maine
L. S. Cook
Great Northern Paper Company
Bangor, Maine
Allan W. Hall
152 Dartmouth St.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1927-1932 - Compiled by David Field - Page 56

George J. Stobie
Commissioner, Inland Fisheries and Game
Augusta, Maine

Portland, Maine

April 18, 1930. Myron Avery to John Olsen, Arlington, Mass.
Dear Mr. Olsen:
I am enclosing a proof of the Cardigan Quadrangle, which I thought you might like to see. I
have asked the Survey to mail to you and to Messrs. Buck, Comey, Underhill, Barrows,
Henderson and the Library of the Club, a copy of the final Katahdin map, which has been printed
by the Geological Survey. There were a small number of maps printed showing the wooded area
in green. I do not think you will receive this copy.
At my own cost I have made a rather wide distribution of this map, sending a copy to each
sporting camp in the vicinity of Katahdin, to the Maine State Library, Forestry Department,
Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Game and Maine Publicity Bureau. In addition to these I
sent a copy to all of the people who have given us information for the enlarged Katahdin map. In
all fifty-five copies went out.
I am returning the blue print of the Katahdin map which you gave me. The corrections are
obvious and ringed with ink.
I have written in every name that I saw was omitted because I could not tell whether it was
omitted through an oversight or because as you told me all the names had not been put in.
April 23. Henry R. Buck, Engineer, Hartford, Connecticut to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Thank you very much for the copy of the new Katahdin map which I have just received. Isn’t it
a beauty? I am so glad that the engravers were allowed to put in the 20’ contours so that the
shading of the steep cliffs comes out instead of omitting them and leaving white patches as has
been done on the Vermont sheets. This makes the great glacial cirques stand out as they should.
And it looks to me as if you had gotten on pretty near everything that you argued for, —Fort
Mountain, Keep Ridge, Knife Edge and Depot Pond, and even The Gateway. It is really
surprising how easily some of these names have gone through. The Gateway, for instance, was
only a term that came into my mind at the moment and which I used to identify my triangulation
station when I occupied a point at the head of the Hunt Trail to measure angles for the second
Club [AMC] map. And Caribou spring was no more than a suggestion that I stuck onto my first
draft of the map and which seems to have been very painlessly accepted.
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The “Nesowadnehunk-Millinocket Tote Road” is entirely logical but I never heard it spoken of
as anything but the Millinocket tote Road. Perhaps at the south end of the road they call it the
Nesowadnehunk Tote Road.
I wish they could have indicated slides as such, as we did on the Club maps, but I suppose that is
not a standard Survey convention. Then East Slide and Abol Slide could both have been lettered.
I can’t help smiling at Twin Ponds. I think Comey criticized one of our maps because we did not
have the two ponds the same size.
I wish we could get in there again. It makes my mouth water just to look at this sheet, but I have
no plans at all for this summer and doubt very much if I shall go up. What are you planning to
do?
The Connecticut Trail system was started Saturday with about 125 people there and some nice
publicity, as I have no doubt J. P. [Judge Perkins] has told you. Dr. Lindsay is going to give a
talk on Friday of this week before the Civitan Club
June: Article about the A.T. in Appalachia by Arthur Comey: “Scouting the Appalachian
Trail in Maine”. [This is basically the account related in his 1929 letter to Arthur Perkins of the
10-day August 1929 trip that Comey and G. Arnold Wiley made to explore a route for the A.T.
in Maine.]
Exploration
Scouting the Appalachian Trail in Maine.—During the first ten days of August, 1929,
exploration was northeastward in Maine by the writer, with G. Arnold Wiley, in order to
discover the most suitable location for the extension of the Appalachian Trail, should this portion
of that project eventually prove feasible. In 1925 a similar scouting trip (reported in Appalachia,
Feb., 1926, p. 176) had established that Baldpate, Old Blue, and Elephant Mountains near
Andover, Maine, formed essentially an extension of the White Mountains northeastward from
the Mahoosuc Range, where the Appalachian Trail at present terminates, in Grafton Notch. With
Katahdin as an ultimate objective, this year’s trip demonstrated, first, that another group of 4000foot mountains are directly in line, and secondly, that beyond these there lies a great plain. Here,
although the usual mountain and ridge traverses are lacking, interesting country along the route
of the trail may be secured by following the wild banks of rivers in deep forest.
From Old Blue we discovered a satisfactory crossing for the future trail to Elephant, by keeping
on the east side of a broad high connecting ridge. The short climb up Elephant’s south face from
this point, avoiding the cliffs, offers no serious problem to the trail builder. A small twenty-foot
platform on its summit would expose its wonderful view of the great chain of the Rangeley
Lakes, stretching almost in a semi-circle. Eighteen miles to the northeast loomed Saddleback,
reported to be 4450 feet high and perhaps Maine’s second highest summit. A steep scramble
down Elephant and then a long trek out through a burned valley led to Summit station on the
Maine Central Railroad. The base of Saddleback, nine or ten miles beyond, was then reached
through the woods by existing tote-roads and trails, past Four Ponds and around the south end of
Long Pond. From the small Sandy River Ponds nearby, a former fire lookout’s trail could be
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reopened to the bare rocky ridge and summit of the noble mass of Saddleback, with its
commanding views.
Saddleback forms the southwestern ridge of an extensive mountain group. Across a broad valley
to the east lies Mt. Abraham, somewhat lower (4089 ft.) but more spectacular, with its long
serrated ridge of bare gray rock peaks. Immediately north of Abraham the principal summits are
the cone of Sugarloaf (4237 ft. according to the recent U. S. G. S. survey), burned and bare, and
Mt. Pisgah, a very broad heavily-wooded mass of about the same height. From Sugarloaf both
Mt. Washington and Katahdin are prominent on the skyline, though Mt. Abraham is the
mountain which actually cuts off the one from a sight of the other (see Appalachia, Vol. 2, p.
148). On the north side of another valley lies the long ridge of Mt. Bigelow, the most spectacular
of all these mountains. At its western end are the two high “Horns,” wooded practically to their
tops. A high wooded ridge connects these with the true summit, a bare rock peak of 4150 feet. A
short distance farther east another bare summit, a few feet lower, completes the jagged skyline.
The south faces of these two summits consist of precipitous cliffs, affording probably the best
rock climbing in the district.
Three of these five mountains have fire towers with trails to them. Saddleback is at present
ascended from a “hotel camp” on Saddleback Pond, about six miles from Rangeley. Mt.
Bigelow's tower, on its east peak, is easily reached from the state highway near Dead River
School. Mt. Abraham is much less often climbed, as its fire lookout’s trail starts from an obscure
country road between Kingfield and Salem and runs five miles along the lower mountainside
before ascending steeply to the summit. Mt. Sugarloaf appears to be very rarely climbed indeed,
though it may be reached without serious difficulty from Bigelow village by ascending a lumber
road along the West Branch of the Carrabasset River and thence a steep gravelly gulch and
landslide to its broad western shoulder. The burn here, which is not hard to penetrate, leads to the
north side of the much more completely burnt area on the final cone, with its bare summit rocks.
Mt. Pisgah was not climbed. Its extensive flat summit, covered with thickset evergreens, will
apparently offer no view at all until a tower is built on it.
The Appalachian Trail should include all these fine mountains except Pisgah. Swinging east
from Saddleback down into a broad wooded valley, it may utilize an abandoned lumber railroad
to Bornjum [sic, Barnjum] lumber camp, under the side of Mt. Abraham. A large part of the
main ridge of this mountain would then be traversed to the north. Thence a dip through a divide
leads to Mt. Spaulding, a southern outlying summit of the Sugarloaf mass, with which it is
connected by a high ridge with a steep east wall, affording an excellent location for a trail. From
Sugarloaf the permanent trail will drop straight north to Bigelow village, follow the highway a
short distance northwest, and then cross low land to Stratton Brook. At the log pond a lumber
road is picked up and followed practically to a tiny mountain tarn just under the tip of the
southern Horn of Mt. Bigelow. From this Horn a trail may easily be cut near the top of the ridge
to Bigelow’s highest point. An old trail leads thence to an abandoned fire lookout’s cabin in the
col, and a good trail ascends to the fire tower on the eastern summit and the present lookout’s
trail down the mountain.
From Mt. Bigelow the next summit of any importance in the general direction of Katahdin is
Squaw Mountain (circa 3300 ft.) on the shore of Moosehead Lake, forty miles away in a straight
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line. But this seemingly impossible gap for the Appalachian Trail is bridged by a unique feature
in through trail design—a series of river-bank trails, now close to the stream, now high above a
gorge, but almost all the way in deep woods. From the highway near Dead River School a toteroad is followed north, then east, some thirty miles along the Dead River, passing Long Falls in a
beautiful gorge, Dead River Dam, and several other cataracts. Over a mile above the mouth of
Dead River, where it empties into the Kennebec at “The Forks,” the tote-road crosses the stream
by a rather deep ford, but a trail leads to a shallow stretch opposite the village, where the river
may usually be waded, or a boat secured. A cable car, at present ordinarily locked, may prove to
be the permanent solution of this barrier to the hiker.
Beyond The Forks the west bank of the beautiful Kennebec gorge is followed by a “wire” trail,
some fifteen miles, to Indian Pond R. R. station. From this point a trail is projected but not yet
opened to reach the western end of the long ridge of Squaw Mountain, and is already open
thence east to its summit and down to the fish hatchery near Greenville. The route beyond this
town must for the present utilize the Great Northern Paper Co.’s road, forty-two miles, to
Ripogenus Dam and thence the trail along the West Branch of the Penobscot to Sourdnahunk
Stream and past York’s Camp to the Hunt Trail up Katahdin.
Out of a total distance of about 200 miles from Grafton Notch to Katahdin only a little over fifty
miles are at present not provided with any trail at all. However, the region is so remote and so
little known to hikers that it appears that until local interest is developed at such centers as
Andover and Rangeley little progress can be made in completing this northern end of the
Appalachian Trail. Meanwhile, the group of five large mountains from Saddleback to Mt.
Bigelow afford interesting climbing and amply rewarding views.
Arthur C. Comey
1

Maps. Grafton Notch to Elephant Mountain, A. M. C. Andover, Me., sheet. Elephant to
Bigelow village, none better than that herewith published. Mt. Bigelow, U. S. Geol. Sur.,
advance sheet, north part of Stratton, Me., quadrangle. Dead River, including foot of Mt.
Bigelow trail, U.S.G.S. Dead River and Pierce Pond quadrangles. Mouth of Dead River and
Kennebec gorge, U. S. G. S.4 ‘The Forks” quadrangle. Part of Squaw Mtn. (but not the summit),
U.S.G.S. Brassua Lake and Moosehead Lake quadrangles.
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April 30, 1930. Myron Avery to Arthur Norton
Dear Mr. Norton:
I have just received from the Kennebec Journal Publishing Company six copies of the December,
1929, Maine Naturalist. I had thought that there might have been some confusion and these were
mailed out in accordance with a list I had sent you to receive the article on the Dead-Water
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Mountains, which you wrote me would be used in the March, 1930 issue. I had expected to
receive the proof for this copy before now. If there has been any misunderstanding about the
copies and the list I sent you, would you be good enough to see that the error is corrected and
that the people on the list sent you receive the issue which contains the story on the Dead-Water
Mountains.
1931
June: Article entitled “Progress of the Appalachian Trail” by Myron Avery, published in
Mountain Magazine, Vol. IX, No. 2, (“Supplement to the issue of June, 1931”) by the
Associated Outdoor Clubs of America. Avery notes that “No progress has been made in
Maine in marking the Trail beyond the terminus of the A.M.C. trail system at Grafton Notch,”
but that “the route in this State has been definitely located” by Arthur Comey’s scouting work of
1929.
Progress of the Appalachian Trail
Myron H. Avery
The highlight in the development of the Appalachian Trail since its last review {THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL, Mountain Magazine (Great Oak Lane, Pleasantville, N.Y.) February,
1930.}, has been there very extensive activity in the Southern Appalachians, a region in which
heretofore there was supposed to exist little interest in mountaineering or trail construction.
During the past year, seven Appalachian Trail Clubs were organized for the express purpose of
furthering the Trail project. These new organizations are: The Natural Bridge Appalachian Trail
Club at Lynchburg, Va.; The Southern Virginia Appalachian Trail Association at Floyd, Va.,
with its branch Clubs at Galax, Floyd and The Pinnacles; The Carolina Appalachian Trail Club at
Asheville, N.C., and the Georgia Appalachian Trail Club at Gaineseville, Ga. From the MaineNew Hampshire line the entire route is now allocated to organizations or individuals, actively
engaged in constructing or marking the Trail.
The entire length of the Trail from Mt. Katahdin to Mt. Oglethorpe is probably some 2,054
miles. Of this distance there is now completed and marked as standard Appalachian Trail
approximately 1,207 miles, nearly two-thirds of the entire distance. For the gaps in the system,
except for some sections of Maine and eastern Smoky, there are existing trails which will be
utilized. All the major problems of route location have also been solved.
STATE
Maine
New Hampshire
Vermont
Massachusetts
New York and New Jersey
Pennsylvania
Maryland
Virginia

Appalachian Trail
Statistics Length of
Trail in State
230 miles (est.)
154 miles
130 miles (est.)
70 miles (est.)
170 miles
208.6 miles (est.)
60 miles
520 miles (est.)

Completed Trail and
Designated by Appalachian
Trail Markers
12 miles
101 miles
130 miles
57 miles
153 miles
178.6 miles
0 miles
383 miles
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Tennessee (including trail on
Tennessee-North Carolina boundary)
North Carolina (Tapoco to Rich Knob)
Georgia
Total

250 miles
84 miles
120 miles
2,056.6 miles

45 miles
0 miles
120 miles
1,206.6 miles

A comparison of the progress map of February, 1930, with the present map shows three major
changes in the route. The first change is the southern terminus of the Trail. At the request of the
interested organizations in the South, Mt. Oglethorpe in Northern Georgia has been officially
adopted as the southern terminus of the Trail. This terminus, 3,290 ft. in elevation, derives its
name from the founder of Georgia. Mt. Oglethorpe is ten miles east of the town of Jasper, which
is on the Louisville and Nashville R. R. and State Highway No. 5. It was formerly designated as
Grassy Mountain on the Georgia Geological Survey Tate Quadrangle. Mt. Oglethorpe is the
terminus of Amicalola Mountain, a projection south from where the Blue Ridge swings
northwest at Springer Mountain (3,820 ft.) to join the western range of the southern
Appalachians. {Footnote: For an account of the complex geographical structure of the Southern
Appalachians, see the references to Arnold Guyot in “ A Bibliography for the Great Smokies,”
by R. L. Mason and M. H. Avery, Appalachia (Journal of the Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy
Street, Boston), June, 1931.}
The second problem necessitated the determination at what point the trail should reach the Blue
Ridge. It involved a crossing from North Mountain at the east edge of the Allegheny Front in
southern Pennsylvania’s Appalachian valley--here known as the Cumberland Valley. The route
selected is the more direct and reaches the Blue Ridge at its northern terminus, near the
Susquehanna River.
The third major route problem was where to leave the Blue Ridge. In southern Virginia the Blue
Ridge, which has been traversed by the Trail for some 400 miles, loses its distinctive ridge-crest
characteristic, expands and finally separates into two ridges which meet again in northern
Georgia. These two ridges are often 75 to 100 miles apart and are connected by several lofty
transverse ranges, enclosing beautiful valleys. The main Blue Ridge trends too far to the east, is
too circuitous for the route of the through Trail and while it contains many outstanding peaks-such as Grandfather Mountain--is inferior to the western ridge in elevation and scenic interest.
Unlike its eastern counterpart, the loftier western chain has no distinctive name throughout its
entire length. It is crossed by several rivers rising in the Blue Ridge and is broken into segments
known, respectively, as the Stone, Iron, Bald, Northern Unaka, Great Smoky, Unaka, Frog,
Ellijay and Cohutta Mountains. The solution of this problem was suggested by Arthur Perkins,
Chairman of the Board of Managers of the Appalachian Trail Conference and its feasibility was
determined by a 200 mile scouting trip, made by Roy R. Ozmer in August, 1930. {Footnote: For
an account of Ozmer’s trip, see Potomac Appalachian Trail Club (Metropolitan Bank Building,
Washington, S.C.) Bulletin No. 23.} The route finally selected leaves the now plateau-like Blue
Ridge at Fishers Peak on the Virginia-North Carolina line and swings northwest to the northern
terminus of the Unaka National Forest at Byllesby Dam on New River. The route then ascends
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Farmers Mountain through the Unaka Forest, past Whitetop, the second highest peak in Virginia,
and down the segments of the western chain to the Great Smokies.
For the purpose of showing the progress made during the past year the degree of completion of
the various sections will be briefly described.
No progress has been made in Maine in marking the Trail beyond the terminus of the A. M. C.
trail system at Grafton Notch. Arthur C. Comey, Chairman of the New England Trail
Conference, however, extended his scouting in the State from Elephant Mountain to and along
the Kennebec River, so that the route in this State has been definitely located.
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In New Hampshire and Vermont the carefully maintained and marked trail systems of the
Appalachian and Green Mountain Clubs had been considered as units of the through Trail,
although not then marked with the standard Appalachian Trail markers. The council of the
Appalachian Mountain Club has designated the following as the portion of its trails to constitute
the through route: the Mahoosuc Range trail from Grafton Notch to Gorham; the Carter-Moriah
trail to Carter Notch; thence to Mt. Madison via the Glen House and Osgood trails; down the
Presidentials into Crawford Notch via the Gulfside, Crawford Path and Webster Cliff trails;
thence through the Pemigewasset Wilderness via Willey House Station, Zealand Ridge, Ethan
Pond, Mt. Guyot and past the two new A. M. C. huts to Mt. Lafayette; down the Franconia
Range to Mt. Liberty via the Liberty, Whitehouse and Cascade Brook trails across the Franconia
Valley to Lonesome Lake; and to Kinsman Pond via Fishin’ Jimmy trail and down the Kinsman
Range to the northern terminus of the Dartmouth Outing Club’s trails at Mt. Moosilauke. As the
standard Appalachian Trail markers are being placed this spring by the A. M. C. Trails
Committee on the selected route, this section of Trail is designated on the map as completed.
The forty mile link from Mt. Moosilauke in the White Mountains to Hanover on the Connecticut
River is a part of the well- known trail system of the Dartmouth College Outing Club but it is
not, as yet, marked with Appalachian Trail markers. Markers have, however, been placed on the
thirty mile section west from Hanover to Sherburne Pass in the Green Mountains. The
Connecticut River is crossed at Hanover. The eastern 15 miles to Barnard Gulf Road are a part of
the Dartmouth College Outing Club’s system. Blazes on the Sherburne Pass-Hanover link are
painted blue.
Continuing south along the Long Trail, the 100 mile unit from Sherburne Pass, near Killington
Peak, to the Massachusetts line has been marked for the Appalachian Trail by the Green
Mountain Club Trails and Shelters Committee under the direction of Willis M. Ross.
Across Massachusetts 57 miles of the proposed 70 miles of trail were reported at the 1931 New
England Trail Conference as completed. The Long Trail from Vermont crosses the State line to
Blackinton, where an abandoned electric railroad right-of-way affords a temporary connection
with Braytonville. From here the Williams College Outing Club’s trail leads to the summit of
Mt. Williams and thence to Mt. Greylock. South from Greylock over Saddle Ball and Rounds
Rock to Cheshire a further two miles of cutting is required. The link from Cheshire to Dalton is
practically completed, while three-fourths of the temporarily signed route from Dalton to the
Whitney Estate has been finished by the Berkshire Chapter of the Appalachian Mountain Club.
The section from the Whitney Estate via Goose Pond to the Swan Forest in Monterey is finished.
Town roads, as yet unmarked, must be utilized from the Swan Forest to the Berkshire School
unless an alternate route is selected over Warner Mountain. From the Berkshire School south
over Mt. Everett (2,624 ft.) and Mt. Race the Trail has been finished to Bear Mountain on the
Connecticut line by Walter Pritchard Eaton and the Berkshire School Outing Club. Sponsors of
this section of the Trail will issue in the near future a guidebook to Mt. Everett and the Taconic
Range.
The newly organized Trails Committee of the Connecticut Forest and Park Association, under
the direction of its chairman, Professor Edgar L. Heermance, has undertaken the construction of
the 57 mile section of the Appalachian Trail in Connecticut. The somewhat indirect route and the
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twice crossing of the Housatonic results from the locating of the Trail through the scenic features
and forest preserves of the northwestern portion of the State, such as Macedonia and Kent Falls
State Parks and the Mohawk, and Housatonic State Forests. Ned K. Anderson, of Sherman,
Connecticut, has completed--with the exception of a small gap--a 27 mile section between
Mohawk Mountain and Schaghticoke Mountain on the Connecticut-New York line. This section
affords outstanding views from Schaghticoke and Cobble Mountains and Pine Hill. In
Connecticut the Appalachian Trail is designated by blue paint blazes and it is well maintained.
On the 55 mile Taconic section {Footnote: A more detailed account of trail conditions between
the New York-Connecticut line and Maryland appears in Appalachian Trail Notes, Appalachia,
June, 1930.} across Putnam and Dutchess counties, from the Connecticut-New York line to the
Hudson River, 37 miles have been completed by the Appalachian Trail Committee of the New
York Chapter of the Appalachian Mountain Club under the direction of Murray H. Stevens.
Markers have been placed on the Trail from Bear Mountain Bridge to Hortontown and from
Webatuck to the junction with the Connecticut section of the Trail on the knob north of
Schaghticoke Mountain. The unmarked area is in the eastern center of this section.
Between the Hudson River and the Delaware Water Gap, a 115 mile section has also been
completed. The Trail leads through Bear Mountain Park and the Harriman Section, past
Greenwood Lake, over Wawayanda and Pochuck Mountains, and down the Kittatinny Ridge to
the Delaware Water Gap. This section was constructed through the initiative of Raymond H.
Torrey, F. E. Schuetz, R. L. Goodlatte, Frank Place, Worth S. Smith, Frederic W. Arnold, Joseph
Bartha, Alexander Jessup and others. It is much used and its sponsors plan to maintain it as a
model section of the Appalachian Trail. The New York Chapter of the Green Mountain Club has
issued a guidebook, prepared by Raymond H. Torrey, for this section, which also includes the
Taconic region.
The next division of the Trail is the 130 mile Blue Mountain section, which is further subdivided
into four units. In the most eastern unit, between the Delaware and Lehigh Rivers, 28 of the 34
miles have been marked by the Blue Mountain Club. This organization intends to issue a
guidebook to its section of the Trail in the near future. The third unit from the Schuylkill River to
Swatara Gap, a distance of 35 miles, has been completed by the Blue Mountain Eagle Climbing
Club of Reading, Pennsylvania. This organization with the aid of interested individuals has
already marked 6 miles and plans to complete during 1931 the second unit of 32 miles between
the Lehigh and Schuykill Rivers, where the Blue Mountain Club and a group from Palmerston
have marked 6 miles west from the Lehigh Gap. The fourth unit of 29 miles, with the exception
of a 4 mile section between Swatara and Indiantown Gaps, has been marked by Messrs. N. W.
Moyer, Reuben Runkle and Earl Fox.
The most recent unit of the Appalachian Trail system to be completed is the 78.6 mile section
from the Susquehanna River to the Maryland-Pennsylvania line. This was constructed in the fall
of 1930 and the spring of 1931 by members of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club of
Washington, D. C., and foresters T. G. Norris, T. 0. Bradley, Elmer Hockley, John Greagor and
H. L. Thomas, of the Michaux and Mont Alto State Forests. The route selected leads from the
Susquehanna River some 7 miles along North Mountain to Lambs Gap and thence by secondary
roads across the Cumberland Valley to the northern end of South Mountain at Brandtsville. The
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route passes through the Michaux and Mont Alto State Forests and Caledonia Park to reach the
Maryland line at Pen Mar.
In Maryland, the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club of Washington, D. C., has scouted the
approximately 60 mile section along South Mountain and has partially finished the northern 9
miles. Work on the remainder will be undertaken in 1931-32. At Weaverton, Md., where the
Potomac River breaks through South Mountain, there is a two mile offset to the west to Harpers
Ferry along the tow-path of the old Chesapeake & Ohio Canal.
From Harpers Ferry to Rock- fish Gap is a 143 mile section completed by the Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club along the crest of the Blue Ridge and through the Shenandoah National
Park. This section is marked by white paint blazes in addition to metal markers. The Club has
issued its guide-book with continuous trail data through Virginia for 420 miles from Harpers
Ferry south to Fishers Peak on the Virginia-North Carolina line, together with the data for the
78.6 mile South Mountain section and several special articles on topics of immediate interest to
users of this portion of the Trail.
Adjoining the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club’s territory on the south is the Natural Bridge
National Forest, where the 76 mile route which has been selected is being marked by the newly
organized and energetic Natural Bridge Appalachian Trail Club of Lynchburg, Va. This Club has
marked in the one-half year of its existence the southern portion of its territory, extending 40
miles from Whites Gap to the Peaks of Otter. The northern portion of the Forest will be marked
shortly. A new Forest Service trail from Bald Mountain over Humpback along the crest of the
Blue Ridge affords a direct connection at Rock- fish Gap with the Appalachian Trail section of
the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club.
From the peaks of Otter to the North Carolina line had formerly been the major hiatus of the
Appalachian Trail system. Its development into a completed 200 mile link of the Appalachian
Trail has been the outstanding event of the past year of Trail Conference history. The route has
been constructed by the Southern Virginia Appalachian Trail Association under the leadership of
its President, S. L. Cole, of Floyd, Va. The Association has organized branch clubs at Galax,
Floyd and The Pinnacles. The Trail in this section follows the Blue Ridge from the Peaks of
Otter to Fishers Peak on the North Carolina-Virginia line. From this point it swings northwest
eleven miles through Galax over Pilot Knob and crosses New River at Dixon Ferry. The Trail
then leads up the west bank of New River for a short distance to Byllesby Dam, from which it
climbs to Farmers Mountain in the Onaka National Forest. Below the Peaks of Otter the Trail
swings east of Roanoke, crossing Roanoke River near Boone’s Mill. It leads through a region of
much historic interest. Among its scenic attractions are: Rock Castle Mountain, Buffalo
Mountain, Lovers Leap, Pinnacles of the Dan and Fishers Peak. About one-half of the Trail has
also been marked with white paint. The Trail Association has adopted a long and short blaze
insignia as the distinguishing mark of its section. The entire route has been measured and the
data are incorporated in the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club’s Guidebook.
Adjoining the section of the Southern Virginia Trail Association at New River is the Unaka
National Forest. The route through the Forest was finally selected at a Conference held in May,
1931, at Jonesboro, Tenn. It leads from Byllesby Dam up Farmers Mountain over Sharptop
Mountain, Rich Knob and down Holston Mountain over Holston High Point to Hunter, near
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Elizabethton. From Hunter to Cherry Gap the route is outside of the present Forest holdings and
will be marked by interested local parties. From Cherry Gap to Unaka Springs on the Nolichucky
River the route is again within the Forest. From Byllesby Dam to Cherry Gap is about 145 miles.
Supervisor C. L. Graham of the Unaka National Forest expects that the markers will be placed on
the Trail in the Forest during the summer of 1931.
The Carolina Appalachian Trail Club, organized mainly through the initiative of the late Horace
Kephart and of George Masa, has undertaken the marking of the route on each side of the Smoky
Mountains National Park. The route through the northern section of this Club’s territory has been
located by George Masa, Chairman of its Trail Committee. It follows, for the most part, the
circuitous course of the State line and leads over an interesting series of lofty “balds.” From
Cherry Gap at the southern end of the Unaka National Forest the Trail leads 19.6 miles over Big
Unaka Mountain and Indian Grave Gap to the railroad. bridge over the Nolichucky River at
Unaka Springs. From the Nolichueky Gorge the Trail climbs to Big Bald (6,530 ft.) and follows
the State line over Frozen and Sugarloaf Knobs to Flint Gap (Devils Fork Gap), where Highway
No. 212 cuts across the range. From Flint Gap to Hot Springs on the French Broad River the
route follows a Forest Service trail of the French Broad Division of the Pisgah National Forest
over Big Butt, Fire-scald and Camp Creek Balds, Deep Gap and Rich Mountain for a distance of
37 miles. From Hot Springs the route utilizes highway No. 209 as far as Bluff Postoffice, thence
up the Meadow Fork of Spring Creek to Lemon Gap over Max Patch Mountain and down
Ground Hog Creek (one mile east of Snowbird Mountain) to Big Pigeon River, down the River
to Waterville and thence one mile to the Mt. Sterling settlement.
At Big Pigeon River, eastern terminus of the Great Smoky Mountains, commences the territory
of the Great Smoky Mountains Hiking Club of Knoxville. In eastern Smoky the Club has marked
the route for 5 miles from Big Pigeon River at Waterville to White Rock (Sharp Top) and from
Dry Sluice Gap to the highway in Newfound Gap, a further distance of 6 miles. The intervening
section is a trailless, inaccessible ridge-crest, where trail construction is a matter of such extreme
difficulty that it must await development by the National Park Service. The western half of the
Smoky Mountains Park has been marked by the Club from Newfound Gap to the highway at
Deals Gap, near the Little Tennessee River, a distance of approximately 39 miles.
At the Little Tennessee River the Trail swings, by way of the Nantahala Mountains, back from
the western chain to the Blue Ridge. From the Little Tennessee River to the Georgia line is the
second section, which is being cared for by the Carolina Appalachian Trail Club. From Deals
Gap the route leads along the North Carolina-Tennessee State line for 1| miles and thence over a
ridge to Cheoah Dam, where the Little Tennessee River is crossed. From here the route leads to
Nantahala Station. Three alternatives are being considered by the Carolina Appalachian Trail
Club for this short distance: from Tapoco to Robbinsville on Highway No. 108 and thence to
Nantahala Station; from Tapoco to Hangover Mountain and down the ridge to Robbinsville; and
from Tapoco to Cochran Creek on Highway No. 108 and thence along the Wauchecha, Stekoah
and Cheoah Balds of the Cheoah Range to Nantahala Station. At Nantahala Station the Trail
crosses the Nantahala River and follows Highway No. 10 for a short distance and then a Forest
Service road to Tellico Gap. From this point an existing Forest Service trail in the Nantahala
Mountains will be marked for 39 miles over Burning-town and Wayah Balds through Nantahala,
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Georgia line. An extensive new Forest Service trail, named the “Blue Ridge Trail,” has been
completed by the Nantahala Forest Service along this route from Deep Gap in North Carolina to
Tray Mountain in northern Georgia.
The territory of the Georgia Appalachian Trail Club extends from Rich Knob on the North
Carolina-Georgia line 120 miles south to Mt. Oglethorpe. The entire trail has been more or less
thoroughly marked with metal markers. The route passes through the Nantahala and Cherokee
National forests and the Vogel State forest. Approximately 60 miles of the Trail have been
graded and improved as finished trail and the greater part of the remainder will be constructed to
similar standards. Twenty-six wooden direction signs have been posted along the route. The
Club has constructed a log shelter at Amicalola Falls. An interesting map of the Club’s territory
is printed on its stationery.
Each year the Appalachian Trail Conference holds an annual meeting of its associated
organizations and individuals. The 1930 Conference {Footnote: For report of the Conference see
the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club’s Bulletin No. 19, Part 1.} held at Skyland in the
Virginia Blue Ridge was the most representative gathering of its kind, being attended by leaders
of outdoor organizations from the Appalachian States. The 1931 Conference is to be held in June
under the auspices of the Smoky Mountains Hiking Club at Gatlinburg, Tennessee. The Board of
Managers of the Trail Conference has recently issued a comprehensive Trail Manual, specifying
the standards which will apply to the construction and marking of the Trail throughout its entire
length.
Except on Forest Service trails and in such sections as the White Mountains, where the trails are
well used and the through route is unmistakably indicated, it has been found advisable to assure
permanence of marking by the use of paint on blazes or on rocks. The preferable color is
determined by varying conditions in each section, with the use of white paint predominating. The
Trail Conference is also urging the local organizations, undertaking the construction of the
various sections of the Trail, to issue guidebooks or other data for use by hikers and otherwise to
create public appreciation of the regions through which the Trail passes. Guidebooks for seven
sections are now available.
It is the ultimate goal of the Appalachian Trail Conference to have, along the entire length of the
Trail shelters for hikers at an interval of a moderate day’s journey. The beginnings of such a
system are quite apparent. In New England the trail systems of the Appalachian Mountain Club,
Dartmouth Outing Club and Green Mountain Club are adequately provided with shelters and
huts. Outside of New England seven shelters have been erected on the Appalachian Trail. These
are the Fingerboard Mountain and Beechy Bottom Shelters in Bear Mountain Park; the Hertlein
and Applebee cabins of the Blue Mountain Eagle Climbing Club; the Sexton and Meadow
Springs shelters of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club and the Amicalola shelter of the Georgia
Appalachian Trail Club. Several shelters in the Kittatinnies are being planned by the High Point
State Park Commission and the New Jersey Department of Conservation and Development
Department, while the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club proposes to erect three more shelters in
the fall of 1931.
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With the route of the Appalachian Trail being constructed throughout its entire length by active
and energetic organizations, the realization of what may have originally seemed a fantastic
dream becomes a very immediate probability.
SUPPLEMENT TO APPALACHIAN
TRAIL BIBLIOGRAPHY
In Mountain Magazine, February,
1930.
Appalachian Mountain Club. White Mountains Guide, 8th edition, chapter on the Appalachian
Trail ($3.00). Bulletin, March, 1931, p. 121.
Appalachian Trail Conference, Washington, D. C. Trail Manual for the Appalachian Trail.
Avery, Myron H. The Appalachian Trail, Mountain Magazine, February, 1930.
Notes on the Appalachian Trail in the South, Appalachia, December, pp. 198-9.
The Appalachian Trail in Pennsylvania's South Mountain, American Motorist, D. C. edition,
April, 1931.
Appalachian Trail Notes, Appalachia, June, 1931.
Comey, Arthur C. Scouting the Appalachian Trail in Maine, Appalachia, June, 1930, see also
Appalachia, Feb., 1926, p. 176.
Connecticut Forest and Park Association, 215 Church St., New Haven, Conn. Trail Bulletins.
Dockarty, Charles T. Articles in the Sunday issue of The Washington Herald, Washington. D. C.
Eaton, Walter P. The Appalachian Trail, a chapter in Sky-Line Camps, W. A. Wilde Co.
Crystal Cloud, a chapter in New England Vistas, W. A. Wilde Co., 1930.
Fink, Paul M. Trails of the Great Smokies, Appalachia, June, 1930.
Green Mountain Club, Inc., Rutland, Vermont. The Long Trail, 8th ed. ($.50).
Mountain Magazine, Great Oak Lane, Pleasantville, N. Y.
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, Metropolitan Bank Building, Washington, D. C.
Guidebook to the Blue Ridge (1931).
Bulletins.
Trail Construction and Maintenance with Special Reference to the Appalachian Trail (
$.20).
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Smoky Mountains Hiking Club, Box 454, Knoxville, Tenn. Annual Booklets.
Stone, E. B„ Jr. Appalachian Trail through Georgia, Mountain Magazine, May, 1930.
Torrey, Raymond H. A Guide to the Appalachian Trail from Kent, Conn., to Delaware Water
Gap via Bear Mountain Bridge, Green Mountain Club, Inc., New York Section, Mrs.
Oliver M. Smart, Secretary, 188 Sullivan St.. New York.
See also The Long Brown Path, column on Friday of each week in New York Evening
Post.
Appalachian Trail Conference
Undertaking the Appalachian Trail from Maine to Georgia
Honorary President: Major William A. Welch, General Manager, Palisades Interstate Park, Iona
Island, N. Y. Chairman of the Board: Arthur Perkins, Connecticut Chapter, Appalachian
Mountain Club, 750 Main St., Hartford, Conn. Honorary Vice-Presidents: Major Robert Y.
Stuart, Chief, U. S. Forest Service, Washington, D. C.; Horace M. Albright, Director, National
Park Service, Washington, D. C. Treasurer: Raymond H. Torrey, New York Section, Green
Mountain Club, 154 Nassau St., New York City. Secretary: Harlean James, 905 Union Trust
Building, Washington, D. C.
Board of Managers: (New England District), Arthur C. Comey, Chairman, New England Trail
Conference. Dean Peabody, Jr., President, Appalachian Mountain Club, Willis E. Ross,
Secretary Green Mountain Club. (New York- New Jersey District), Raymond H. Torrey, New
York Section, Green Mountain Club. Frank Place, Tramp and Trail Club of New York. Frederick
T. Schuetz, Executive Council, Boy Scouts of Newark, N. J. (Pennsylvania District), Eugene C.
Bingham, President, Blue Mountain Club of Pennsylvania, A. E. Rupp, Pennsylvania
Department, Forests and Waters. Dr. H. F. Rentschler, Blue Mountain Eagle Climbing Club.
(Maryland-Virginia District), F. W. Besley, State Forester, Maryland. Myron H. Avery,
President, Potomac Appalachian Trail Club. Dr. H. S. Hedges, Charlottsville, Virginia. (Southern
District), Paul M. Fink, Jonesboro, Tennessee. Horace Kephart, Bryson City, North Carolina.
James E. Thompson, President, Smoky Mountains Hiking Club.

Appalachian Trail Conference
CHAIRMAN’S NOTICE

THE Fifth Annual Appalachian Trail Conference is to be held under the auspices of the Smoky
Mountains Hiking Club, June 12 to 14, 1931, at Mountain View Hotel, Gatlinburg, Tennessee.
Gatlinburg is a quaint summer resort place and a logical Gateway to The Smoky Mountains
National Park. The town is located on the west prong of the Little Pigeon River at a distance of
42 miles from Knoxville, via hard surfaced roads. Thoroughly modern hotel accommodations at
an altitude of 1300 feet are sufficient to guarantee comfort during the summer months. Mount
LeConte and the Top o’Smoky (Appalachian Trail) as well as many other peaks and places are
readily accessible to Gatlinburg. A most interesting and varied flora should be at its best in early
June. Plans for the Conference Meeting include hikes and motor trips in the Great Smoky
Mountains National Park and vicinity. The Potomac Appalachian Trail Club of Washington, D.
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C., has scheduled its summer camp in the Great Smokies at Gatlinburg in conjunction with the
Trail Conference.
We are looking forward to a most interesting programme and hope that we may have the
pleasure of meeting and greeting some of your club members.
Later on a detailed announcement and programme will be sent you. Meanwhile please keep the
time and place in mind and if specific questions arise we shall be glad to assist in determining the
answers. Please address Prof. H. M. Jennison, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tenn.
Please give this announcement as wide publicity as possible among interested people.—Arthur
Perkins, Chairman of the Board.

Trail Club Visits Smokies
THE live-wire Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, with headquarters at Washington, D. C., has
scheduled a summer camp of two weeks’ duration in the heart of the Great Smokies during June,
and plans to conquer most of the important peaks in Smoky Mountain National Park on a series
of hiking trips. Mt. LeConte, the Chimney Tops, Clingman’s Dome, Mt. Guyot and other
mountain monarchs on the Tennessee side of the park are the goals of the active group. The
camp will be located at Gatlinburg, Tennessee, and will coincide in time with the 1931
Appalachian Trail Conference to be held there June 12 and 13.
The trailers, led by energetic Myron H. Avery, have completed probably a greater proportion of
their section of the Long Trail from Maine to Georgia than any other unit. Through their efforts it
is now possible to travel on foot from Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, to Rockfish Gap at the
southern end of Shenandoah National Park, along the crest of the picturesque Blue Ridge
Mountains, without touching paved highways except to cross them. Next year the club plans to
open a stretch of trail from the Susquehanna River to the Maryland-Pennsylvania state line.
All the trails are marked with the well-known “A-T” monogram; but to further aid travelers, the
club is publishing an exhaustive and complete guidebook that not only describes the trail but
features the botanical, geological and faunal aspects of the interesting mountain region. This
book is being edited by Harold Allen, and will cover 525 miles of trails, including 78 miles in
Pennsylvania, and the entire distance along the Blue Ridge from Harpers Perry to the Carolina
state line.
The club has at present 296 members, 131 of which are women. About one-third of the total
membership will go to the Smoky camp in June to see the rival peaks which surpass in height,
although hardly in beauty, their well-known Virginia ranges.—Nature Magazine.
Marginal hand-written notes by Walter Greene on cover of 1931 In the Maine Woods
Top left: “Good camping place here. Trail turns 2 miles left here to auto road following stream
mostly.” Right side: “The old Greenville post road does not follow Little Wilson, part of it on
map, comes from where I camped and crosses Little Wilson.” Bottom of page: “Shot from
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below. Drop is much more sheer than this. Below the figures is another falls not so high—
beyond that tremendous gorge.”
1932
April 4, 1932. Myron Avery to Judge Arthur Perkins, Hartford, Connecticut.
Dear J. P.
I am very pleased to hear from you again. I am afraid, however, that perhaps in my enthusiasm
over the Maine situation that I neglected to go into sufficient detail. In the first place I have the
very decided conviction that scouting without leaving any permanent record of the route is not
advancing us very much in that region for when the Trail is marked this activity has to be gone
over again. All that these scouting trips do, is to give a general knowledge of the region—which
can be procured better through other sources and give the people doing the work a very pleasant
time. For this reason, I feel most decidedly that there is no necessity for spending money and
time for this purpose in Maine but that we should concentrate on actual marking with the A.T.
markers, measuring and painting and writing Guidebook data for the route and getting local
publicity. As in the South, the local interest would develop after the Trail was put through.
The real purpose of my letter which the Christian Science Monitor published (have you seen a
copy?) and which inspired editorials in the Christian Science Monitor and the Portland paper was
to crystalize the Maine interest into action. This was a response to the A.M.C. action in not
extending its Trail System. So you see that my real object was quite different from that which
appeared and the results have justified the policy. You should see some of the caustic criticisms
which I as a “southerner” who doesn’t appreciate Katahdin in Maine and knows nothing of the
region, received. I have had in mind, if everything went well, we could do something in 1933.
In fact, Schairer and I have definitely made this arrangement for that year. For that reason I
wanted to conserve any money which you wanted to put into the project for use in getting the
markers, paint and supplies necessary to do this long link.
Comey and I rather disagree about the procedure in Maine. He doesn’t want to do any marking
until these local organizations spring up like mushrooms. He wants to continue scouting, which
I consider now useless to the project but a very pleasant vacation.
I further failed to make clear the thing which Greene had done for me. He is a New Yorker, with
a camp at Sebec Lake, where he lives half the year. For over twenty years he has made trips
north from his camp. (Last summer, he came as far as Trout Brook Farm, spending a month or
so on the trail.) He has been, over a dozen times, on every foot of the route he outlines on the
map for me. I know of no one better qualified to select the most favorable route between
Sowadnehunk and Greenville. We have always thought that the Trail would follow the Great
Northern Road. This route is, of course, uninteresting and merely a connection. We are
improving on this. Our route goes by Sporting Camps, very beautiful trails and timber, the
interesting Joe Mary and White Cap Mountains, down the spectacular West Branch of the
Pleasant River and out to Greenville. Greene will do some further checking for me this summer
and we plan next year to mark it.
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1927-1932 - Compiled by David Field - Page 73

I hope from what I have said that you will gather that Greene is like Cole in Southern Virginia, a
find. He has a most unusual and accurate knowledge of the region through which we want to go.
I do not know how else it could have been worked out. For this reason, I feel that there is no
benefit to be now gained by a trip from Greenville to Ripogenus, for if our 1933 plans work out,
we will follow the route we have developed and not one worked out by a stranger making one
trip through an unknown region.
There are really four sections:
Grafton Notch to Dead River;
Dead River to The Forks;
The Forks to Greenville;
Greenville to Katahdin
Schairer and I will take the last and we hope that we can parcel the second and third out among
interested outside parties in 1933. Torrey wants to go.
I am trying to do everything possible, because of the cutting and trail construction involved, to
get the Massachusetts people, particularly Comey to concentrate on the first section. Heermance,
as Chairman of the Through Trails Committee, of the N.E.T.C., wrote and asked what he could
do in this connection. I urged him to concentrate all organization activity on the section from
Grafton Notch to Dead River. I believe that this is the hardest and the last link which will be
finished.
I hope I have explained my plans more in detail and I hope that if Comey wants to take
advantage of your offer that he will let it go until 1933 or else not duplicate the work which we
have already planned out. I would like to see him try to do some actual marking in the first
section but he does not feel that this should be attempted. He is perhaps right, but I disagree with
him. I explained to him all my plans three weeks ago in Boston.
April 14, 1932. Robert Stubbs, Supervisor, Maine Forest Service, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Mr. Violette [Maine Forest Commissioner] has forwarded your letter to me.
The Shirley Tote Road or Winter Road terminates at Shirley Mills. If you can secure a copy of
“The Forks” Quadrangle you will see the position of this old road clearly indicated. That part
from “The Forks” to the Dam on Lake Moxie is now gravel surface automobile road. The rest is
disused woods road.
For the Kennebec District, I would suggest that you secure the following topographic
quadrangles: Pierce Pond, The Forks, Dead River and Bingham. We will send you copies of our
Boarstone and Whitecap Mountain Maps and Pleasant River (Parlin Pond) and Moose River
Districts.
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I would suggest that you write to Mr. Harry Davis of Monson, one of our Deputy Fire Wardens.
Mr. Davis was born and brought up in this country. His old home is in Elliottsville Plantation.
He is a merchant of spruce gum and has directed gathering operations in all sections there.
The firm of Prentiss & Carlisle in Bangor have recently prepared a map of the Boarstone and
Whitecap country for Mr. Frank C. Hinckley of Bangor, who is undertaking to develop this
country and build a toll road here. Both of these parties are well informed on this country and
the latter has taken many pictures of it.
Making a suggestion myself, I would say that this trail should take in Mt. Bigelow Range,
crossing the Kennebec at Bingham, if you must have a bridge, and thence by way of Moxie Mt.
and Bald Mt., east into Blanchard by a good trail to Monson and from there to Boarstone.
April 20, 1932. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
Thank you very much for your letter of April 14, 1932. I have followed all of your suggestions
and expect that they will produce helpful information. I have the topographic maps to which you
refer.
The Maine link is the only gap in our entire trail system. I hope to do some travelling there in
1933. I have sent, under separate cover, two articles which summarize the Maine situation. As
you will see, we have pretty well determined how we will go to the summit of Bigelow. But
from there east is our problem. As much as the broken topography of the region permits, we
want to make this a skyline trail and take in as many interesting peaks as possible. I am
enclosing a G. N. West Branch Plan with a route indicated from Katahdin to near Greenville.
This was worked out by Walter G. Greene of Sebec Lake, who has been over every foot of it. It,
however, doesn’t fully satisfy me as it missed interesting peaks. I wanted to go over Jo Merry,
White Cap, and Boarstone. You have towers on the latter two. I believe there is no trail on Jo
Merry. In general we want to keep the Appalachian Trail off automobile roads but because of
the lack of cooperating organizations in Maine, we want to select trails which are quite sure of
being maintained and kept open—such as Forest Service Trails where possible.
The original suggestion was to come down the Dead River tote-road (south bank) from Bigelow
and then up the driver’s path along the east bank of the Kennebec to the Dam on Indian Lake,
thence to Squaw Mountain and Greenville. I supposed the driver’s path is little used now. Does
the Bingham dam affect it? Then there is uncut trail—as I understand—from the Indian Lake
Dam to Squaw Mountain. Moreover, this route goes too far north and is circuitous.
Possible Route 2. From the Forks by gravel automobile road to Dam at foot of Moxie Pond and
thence by the Shirley Tote-Road to Shirley Mills. I presume this is in fair shape. The connection
between Shirley Mills and say Boarstone, I will work out from Mr. Harry Davis of Monson.
Possible Route 3. Your suggestion of Bigelow to Bingham, Moxie, Bald Mountain, east to
Blanchard and Monson and thence to Boarstone. This is a new suggestion and most interesting.
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How would you come from Bigelow to Bingham and from Bingham to Moxie? The Carry Pond
Trail (Dead River Quadrangle) doesn’t show any way across West Carry Pond except by boat?
Is there any connection to Pleasant Mountain direct from the Forks except by going south to
Carratuck?
Does the State maintain Wadleigh near Nahmakanta Lake and from where does the trail to the
tower go in?
I do not wish to make myself a burden by too many inquiries but you will appreciate that I am
trying to deal with the situation under a considerable handicap. All of the maps—with respect to
the available trails—are very deficient. I want to try to locate this route as much in advance as
possible, so that when we come through the region we may work efficiently. I have in mind of
trying to carry the trail from Shirley Mills over Boarstone, Barren, Chairback, Big Spruce, White
Cap and Jo Merry. This would include an extremely fine group of peaks. I am writing Mr.
Davis to try to get specific information on the link between Shirley Mills and White Cap.
I shall be very glad to have you make as many suggestions as occur to you.
CC: Mr. Comey
CC: Mr. Perkins
CC: Mr. Greene
April 21, 1932. Myron Avery to Prentiss & Carlisle, Bangor, Maine [on PATC letterhead]
Gentlemen:
The Appalachian Tail Conference has undertaken the development of the 2,000 mile hiking trail
from Mt. Katahdin in Maine to Mt. Oglethorpe in Northern Georgia. By the end of this summer,
it is expected that the route will be completed from Grafton Notch in Maine to its southern
terminus, a distance of 1,800 miles. No trail construction has been done east of Grafton Notch
and the route of the trail between Mt. Katahdin and Mt. Bigelow has not been definitely
determined. We had thought of crossing the Kennebec River at The Forks and going by way of
Shirley tote-road, West Branch, Pleasant River, Nahmakanta, Sowadnehunk, and thence to
Katahdin via the Hunt Trail. We wished to have the route include some of the striking
mountains in this neighborhood, such as Boarstone, White Cap, Chairback, and Jo Merry. I am a
native of State but am not familiar with this locality. The Forest Service has advised me that you
have just prepared a map of the Boarstone and White Cap country. We are endeavoring to
collect, in advance, as much information as possible as to existing trails in this region to
determine the route of the Trail. If we could obtain a copy of this map it would be of very
material assistance. The Forest Service tells me that Mr. Hinkley has also taken a number of
pictures of these striking mountains.
I am taking the liberty of sending you, under separate cover, an article which describes in general
the trail project. By reason of the fact that we have, at the present time, no interested
organizations in Maine, we wish to select for the Appalachian Trail, foot trails which will
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probably be extensively used and remain open. If, by reason of the particular knowledge gained
from your survey of the region, you have any suggestions we shall be very much indebted to
you.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Hinkley.
April 26, 1932. W. L. Arnold, Proprietor, Big Houston Camps, to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
Dear Sir:
The enclosed booklet will give you a good idea of Big Houston Camps, but it hardly does justice
to the beautiful region in which they are located. The lake here is surrounded by mountains of
considerable height—one can see a dozen peaks from the lake itself—and the unusual
picturesqueness of the country is attested to by the plans of the proposed scenic toll road which
would run along the sides of these mountains when built.
I am sorry that we have no small map of the section. If you are especially interested in planning
trails, however, I’d be glad to lend you a larger one of this township which I keep here for guests
to refer to. If your interest is personal, perhaps you are considering a fishing trip and in that case
you’d be glad to hear that we can offer you excellent trout fishing in both lake and stream.
Numerous small ponds or brooks, all within a couple of miles of camp yield handsome trout of
good size. I think you’d be pleased with the sport you could enjoy here.
Whatever phase of woods life you may be interested in I can assure you of my cordial
cooperation. We should be happy to make you welcome at Big Houston.
Thanking you for your inquiry, I am very truly yours,
April 27, 1932. Leon E. Potter, Proprietor, The Antlers Camps, to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
Dear Sir:
In reply to your letter of the 21st I am inclosing one of my camp folders and a map that shows
the Jo Mary territory—there is a trail up the mountain that was used by Maine Forest Service—
starts at Antlers Camps.
April 27, 1932. Frank C. Hinckley, Bangor, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am delighted to hear that you are projecting the Appalachian Trail through the mountain group
of my proposed forest development, and shall be glad to cooperate with you in any way possible.
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In order to cooperate with you intelligently I would like some further information on your plans,
and shall then forward you a description of my plans as soon as the pamphlet now in print is
accessible, which if you have opportunity of reading may furnish a base of better cooperation.
I note in the copy of your letter to Prentiss & Carlisle of April 21 that you state that you would
like to include in your trail some of the striking mountains of the group such as Boarstone, White
Cap, Chairback and Jo Mary. The questions which arise in my mind are whether your trail is a
sky line trail direct on the course of your objective Mount Katahdin, or whether you intend to
have branch trails to outstanding mountains, or how much you will vary from a straight course to
obtain access to outstanding mountains.
I think if you enter the region at Boarstone Mountain this would be the best possible entrance. If
you then follow to Barren Mountain, two or three miles distant on the north side of Lake Onawa,
and along the mountain ridge from Barren to Chairback, cross the valley of West branch of
Pleasant River, follow up East side of Spruce Pond Brook, east of Big Spruce Mountain to the
height of land 2,600 feet, east of Little Spruce Mountain you will from that point have a short
branch trail of about two and half miles along ascending ground to the top of White Cap, 3,800+
feet. If, from the junction of the branch trail to White Cap, you would then proceed along
Shanty Mountain Ridge direct to Jo Mary you would then have a dramatic beginning at
Boarstone Mountain and a dramatic ending at Jo Mary Mountain, which stands by itself
overlooking large nearby lakes, and both the mountains taken in by my proposed development
and also the Mt. Katahdin Range. There is a great deal of fine intermediate scenery from
Boarstone to Jo Mary showing many lakes and fine mountains and wide mountain valleys, which
by reason of the large number of lakes within and outlying the mountains, and the varying
direction of the mountain groups present finer scenery in important respects than the unbroken
ranges of White Mountains, Green Mountains, Adirondacks and the Central and Southern
Appalachians.
If you care for branch trails beginning near the entrance of the trail at Boarstone, continue over
Barren Mountain to Elephant Mountain and across Baker Mountain and east to White Cap. You
would overlook on the route not only Moosehead Lake but a considerably larger number of lakes
and ponds than the direct trail first described would offer.
I have been a land owner in this section, in about 21,000 acres of land, for a lifetime, and as
forester once made a topographic survey and timber cruise of my own land and cruised some
adjoining land. Also, in location of my proposed 70 miles of motor roads, I have traveled most
of the territory. Prentiss and Carlisle have, however, done most of the surveying and timber
cruising of this section. I have recently had two maps made of this region by Prentiss and
Carlisle, one on a scale of one and a half miles to the inch, and one on a scale of two miles which
contains contours of a considerable area but is otherwise not so comprehensive. I would be glad
to forward these if you desire to have them, one or both.
As forester of the Great Northern Paper Company in 1906, I travelled cross country and
otherwise a good deal of the region between Moosehead Lake and Mt. Katahdin, for inspection
of various logging cuttings of Great Northern Paper Company.
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In respect to reconciling difficulties between your own plans and mine, I might mention the
following conflicts at this time which occur to me. (1) Your trail along high mountain tops of the
region which have never been burned would bring more or less extra fire hazard, as the mountain
tops are pretty dry during summer and on account of lack of water along route of trail fires
occurring there would be difficult to fight. (2) I presume you would also wish free camp sites
along the desirable nearby lakes. My own plan contemplates camp sites, accessible by motor,
with fire places, benches, good water and sewerage nearby, attendants sufficient to keep them
clean and well managed, etc.—similar to camp grounds of Adirondack State Forest Reserve. I,
however, expect to make a charge of $1.00 per night for use of such camp sites. If I should give
the Appalachian Club free camp sites there might be some conflict and bad will from my patrons
for giving free use of camp sites of the Appalachian Club and making patrons of my own project
pay a camping charge. As I have the desire to reconcile such difficulties I presume that they may
be provided for, if you have the time to go into them.
I imagine that as President of the U. S. Shipping Board the personal time that you can devote to
Appalachian Trails must be quite limited.
I note by your letter to Prentiss and Carlisle that you are a Maine man, and it is my memory of a
conversation last summer with Mr. Roland Harriman that you were active in promotion and
management of the Bear Mountain Toll Bridge across the Hudson to the Harriman State Park. I
would be interested to know if this latter mentioned activity is so.
On receipt of reply I shall be glad to forward either one blue print or both, and sketch in
proposed trail as I see the best location.
I might also add that I have a set of moving pictures taken by me from mountain tops and valleys
of the region, and a set of still pictures taken by Call Studios of Dexter, Maine, and by myself.
April 29, 1932. Ralph York, Long Pond Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
Please find enclosed our latest booklet at your request. At the present time I haven’t got the map
you probably want, am sending what I have and hope it may give you some information. We
have a trail to Chairback, White Cap and Boarstone mountains but none to Barren, altho people
do come over that way.
May 3, 1932. Mrs. Robert McDougall, McDougalls’ Camps (Nahmakanta Lake) to Myron
Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
You letter rec’d. some time ago. Have been away so will send you a folder if it isn’t too late.
There is a trail to Rainbow Lake. But to Jo Merry Lake I think you would have to go from head
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of Pemadumcook Lake to Jo Merry by motor boat. If you wish more information, please write
again.
May 3, 1932. Clipping from the Kennebec Journal
The famed Appalachian Trail may be brought to Maine in the near future if present plans of the
board of managers of the Appalachian Trail conference materialize. Word has been received by
Frank C. Hinckley of Bangor from Myron C. Avery, chairman of the trail board, expressing a
desire to have America’s most famous scenic artery extended to the proposed Moosehead Lake
Park and camping ground. The Appalachian Trail conference has undertaken the development of
2000 miles of sky-line hiking trail from Mt. Oglethorpe in Northern Georgia to Mt. Katahdin,
with shelters all along the route for hikers. By summer it is expected to have been completed as
far as Grafton Notch on the western line of Maine.
May 4, 1932. Fred Clifford, Clifford’s Sporting Camps, Rainbow Lake to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
Dear Sir: Your letter of the 21st received. We were at camp at the time so was a little late
answering. I am sending you our booklet of camp and country giving prices how to get to camp
and all.
We have a trail to the West Branch 2 1/2 miles from Rainbow where we have canoe and boat on
the dead water above the dam. It’s good fishing at our landing or up the river or down. We have
good trout fishing in the big lake almost every place in it also round the ponds nearby the
streams.
Can give you a good cabin for one-two or five people all with hot and cold water near bath and
flush or cabin with bath if you wish.
Would be glad to hear from you.
P.S. Ice is nearly out. It will be good fishing soon.
May 4, 1932. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have at hand your letter of April 20 with a copy of the Great Northern map and also the copies
of the two articles on the Appalachian Trail.
Assuming that you are willing to disregard Squaw Mountain and Greenville, I believe that you
can locate the Appalachian Trail more directly and through a much more attractive country by
traveling to the south. The objections to the original suggestions for the location of this trail
along the Dead River tote roads after leaving Mt. Bigelow would appear to me to be that it first
takes you along the river through a wet, low country, then down by a round-about way along the
bank of the river through the valley to The Forks, where it is necessary to cross the river; thence
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up through the gorge of the Kennebec River along the river drivers’ trail, which is very rough, to
the dam at the foot of Indian Pond. From this point across to Squaw Mountain it would be
necessary to clear a trail through very rough country to the top. From the summit of Big Squaw
to Greenville you could follow the Forestry Department trail.
Possible Route 2: This route would be more direct and would be very good traveling, but still
you would be passing by some high mountains which could be included. As to the condition of
the Shirley tote road, this is an old tote road and I have the impression that it has not been kept
up.
Possible Route 3: My suggestion would be—leaving Mt. Bigelow you would take this same
Dead River tote road at the point on the State highway No. 144 indicated on the Dead River
Quadrangle as “Dead River”. Following this tote road I should go to the West Carry Ponds.
This is a road that is kept open because there are public camps there. It is part of the old Arnold
Trail. To cross West Carry Pond it would be necessary to use a boat or to travel around the south
shore. I cannot say whether there is a satisfactory trail about this shore. It does not look like a
difficult shore line. Reaching the east shore near Arnold’s Point and following this same famous
trail you would come to East Carry Pond where there is another public camp. From this point
there is a tote road down the Carrying Place Stream to what is now Wyman Lake, created by the
large dam on the Kennebec, about one mile above Bingham (Bingham Quadrangle). This brings
you on the west side of the lake at the head of a gravel automobile road. It would be necessary to
obtain a boat or canoe to cross at this point. Once on the east side I would suggest following the
automobile road south to a point on Carney Brook, where there are some discontinued roads
leading north into Caratunk Plantation, and ahead of you lies Moxie Mountain, a very sightly
mountain, which is not to be confused with Moxie Bald Mountain lying to the east. I have not
been on this mountain, but on the south it has a high, rugged front which can be seen from all
parts of Somerset County. It would seem too bad to disregard this. [Avery marginal note: “trails
here?”]
From Moxie the trail could be located across to Baker Pond to a point where the Rockwood
branch of the M. C. R. R. passes north down Baker Stream. From a point on the railroad near
Joe’s Hole on Moxie Pond there is an old trail that leads around into the Forestry Department
trail up Moxie Bald Mountain. The Forest Service maintains a fire lookout on Moxie Bald.
From here is a trail down the east slope of the mountain to Bald Mountain Pond around the west
shore to its outlet, and from there about eight or ten miles to Blanchard Village. This trail is in
good condition and a woods telephone line from the lookout is kept up on it. From Blanchard to
Monson the trail would follow along a gravel automobile road. This puts you within reach of
Boarstone Mountain, Barren Mountain, Chairback and others beyond.
The principal obstacle in the path of this proposed location of the Appalachian Trail, which I
have suggested, is the crossing of the Kennebec River, or what is now Wyman Lake created by
the dam at Bingham. In either case it would be necessary to cross the river on this flowage, or to
go about eight miles south to a point in Concord where there is a bridge across the river to
Bingham. If your trail followed your original suggested route down the Dead River tote road
from Bigelow it would still be necessary to cross a branch of the Kennebec, or Dead River, at
some place near The Forks. This can be waded at low water at certain times of the year. At
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other times, however, the river is so swift that it is difficult to handle a canoe in some places.
There is a telephone line from the East Pond Camps to Bingham. I believe it would be possible
to have some standing arrangement with some guide to transport to the opposite shore any
parties traversing this trail.
There are three possible ways of reaching Moxie Bald Mountain from Wyman Lake. The first is
the one which I mentioned by way of Carney Brook. The second would be by way of Caratunk
Village following the gravel automobile road up Pleasant Pond Stream, leaving this road
following a trail to the outlet of Pleasant Pond around Pleasant Pond and across to Baker Pond
and south to a point on the Maine Central Railroad. Here the trail would follow up the railroad
and down Baker Stream to a point near Joe’s Hole on the south end of Moxie Pond. Or the trail
could follow the automobile road direct to Pleasant Pond around the north shore to the top of
Pleasant Mountain, where the Forestry Department has a lookout tower; then the trail would
follow the telephone line of the Forestry Department through the woods by Hedgehog Mountain
to a point near the Narrows on Moxie Pond. Here the trail would go south along the railroad to
Joe’s Hole, where it would pick up the route as described before up Bald Mountain.
I have talked with our Chief Fire Warden, Ralph Sterling, of Caratunk and he agrees that this
suggested location as I have undertaken to outline it from Mt. Bigelow to Monson by way of
East Carry Pond, Moxie Mountain and Moxie Bald Mountain would be much more attractive
than the other possible routes which you mention in your letter.
I cannot see how any other route could be arranged to the north which might take in possibly Mt.
Coburn and Squaw Mountain without making it very round about. If you take in Squaw
Mountain it would be necessary to detour south again around Moosehead Lake and then north
possibly into the Lily Bay mountains situated near Township A, Range 2, and from there east to
Whitecap. This would be a rougher country and the trails would be more difficult to establish
and maintain.
I am not undertaking to make suggestions for the location of your trail beyond Boarstone
because I am not familiar with it. I have been in the country and I am sure that there must be old
tote roads and sled roads from which it would be possible to make a selection of location.
Looking at Mr. Green’s map and his proposed location of the trail, my suggestion would be to
locate it directly north along the town line between T.A.R.12 and T.A.R.11 to the point where
this line crosses the Great Northern automobile tote road, thence swinging to the left and west on
this tote road the state trail to Wadleigh Mountain lookout starts and goes north across T.1.R.12
by Musquash Pond on the east line of T.1.R.12 to Wadleigh Mountain. From Wadleigh
Mountain the trail could be extended down to the outlet of Nahmakanta Lake.
I should be interested to know about your proposed location of the trail from Grafton Notch
through to Mt. Blue, Mt. Saddleback, Mt. Abram and Mt. Bigelow.
I trust that these suggestions will be of assistance to you in making a tentative location of this
trail. If there is any further way that either the department or I can be of assistance we shall be
glad to cooperate.
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May 6, 1932, Frank C. Hinckley to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Complementing my letter of April 27th in reference to location of the Appalachian Trail, through
the mountain group east of Moosehead Lake, Maine, I am enclosing a pamphlet describing my
own plans for the development of this region, which are being prepared during the present
commercial depression.
If you have opportunity of reading the description, you will then be in position to ascertain how
they fit into your own.
I am just starting a sheltered tent fishing camp on the shore of Moosehead Lake to use
intermittently during May and June, and if you, or your representative, care to visit me there, I
would be pleased to have you talk over your plans, and possibly locate you on the trail.
May 8, 1932. Myron Avery to Prentiss & Carlisle [on PATC letterhead]
Dear Sirs:
I thank you very much for your letter with respect to the maps which you prepared for Mr.
Hinckley. I have heard from him.
I read with much interest in the last issue of the Maine Library Bulletin a reference to your maps
of Hancock and Washington Counties. Will you kindly advise me the cost of these maps, which
I presume are for public distribution. If you have other maps of Maine for public distribution, I
should be very glad to know of them.
Written after Mr. Avery had left the office. E.R.S.
May 8, 1932. Myron Avery to Frank Hinckley
Dear Mr. Hinckley:
I have been delayed in replying to your very kind letter of April 27th by reason of my absence
from Washington.
Perhaps I did not make sufficiently clear the volunteer and amateur nature of the Appalachian
Trail and the Maine situation. The work of marking and constructing the trail has been done by
interested organizations and individuals. In New England (except Maine) where, as you know,
there is much interest in this sort of thing, there are many such organizations. In the Southern
Appalachians, we have the opportunity to utilize the through skyline trails in the National
Forests. The Appalachian Trail Conference is a loose federation of the organizations which are
at work on the project. By the end of the summer, we shall have practically a continuous trail
from Grafton Notch to the southern terminus of the Trail at Mt. Oglethorpe, Georgia. A very
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great increase in the number of hiking clubs and interest in hiking has gone with the development
of the Trail project; the Trail goes through first, then Clubs spring up to develop and maintain it.
The near completion of the remainder of the Trail focuses attention on the Maine link. Here we
have no constituent Clubs or interested workers. In fact, at the very moment we are engaged in
attempting to locate the route, which this trail should follow in Maine. Theoretically, it is a
crest-line trail but the broken topography in Maine does not afford the opportunity to use a
continuous crest-line ridge as in the Southern Appalachians. With the through marking of the
route and the availability of Guidebook data and publicity material available—if experience in
other regions is any indication—there should be marked increase in use of the recreational
resources of the region. For this reason, in selecting the route, we must now give considerable
thought to its permanence selecting tote-roads and trails (such as Forest Service trails) which will
probably be maintained. Unless unavoidable, we do not wish to use roads passable for
automobiles. By virtue of scouting trips by members of the Appalachian Mountain Club, we had
a desirable route outlined from Old Speck at Grafton Notch over Baldpate, Blue, Elephant,
Saddleback to Bigelow—and along Dead River to the Forks. From here the original suggestion
was to continue up to Indian Pond Dam and on to Squaw Mountain and Greenville, thence by a
cross-county route to Katahdin. I think that a better route can be selected, which will cross some
interesting mountains, lakes, streams, etc. I thought of using from the Forks, the old Shirley toteroad to Shirley Mills. From there I hoped to lay out a route, using existing trails which would
take in some of the following features: Boarstone, Barren, Chairback, Whitecap, “The Gulf”, Jo
Merry Mountain, etc. I suppose we would want to cross the Penobscot at Sourdnahunk Dam and
on to Katahdin by the Hunt Trail. The numerous sporting camps would make excellent stopping
places for those using the through route.
I am very familiar with the Katahdin region (1929 Maine Woods) and the north woods region by
having worked four summers for the Forestry Department, when at Bowdoin. I do not, however,
know the region below the Penobscot and Greenville. Accordingly, I have started to obtain all
information possible as to existing trails with the plan of working out a route. The maps—
particularly the Forest Service blueprint—are very deficient in the matter of trails. I hope that in
1933, with the aid of some friends, we can mark, measure and prepare Guidebook data for the
route from The Forks to Katahdin and thus start the movement in Maine. This may seem some
distance away.
As all Maine people do, I know of your project in a general way and my purpose in writing was
to familiarize myself with its details. You will readily understand my need for the map. Then,
too, from your experience in your out door recreational project, you would readily understand
what we were attempting to accomplish.
It seems to me that this trail project lends itself completely to your plans. If the trail leads
through the region you are developing, once within it, the traveler must necessarily adhere to the
charges for camping, etc., you make. The users of such a route would be from everywhere, not
of one Club and any discrimination would be unworkable. I see no trouble here. It does seem to
me that the location of a known through hiking route accessible by cars at various places, is just
one of the attractions you would want to develop. Of course, the trail situation may exclude any
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thought of running the A.T. through your region but I should think you would find it much in
line with your plans.
Since we are frankly attempting to properly locate this route so as to do justice to the best state in
the Atlantic Chain from the view of its recreational resources—excluding even North Carolina, I
hope you will freely express your views as to the proper location, now that I have explained our
particular problems. Branch trails to surrounding mountains are often developed when the main
Trail is well established. The A.T. is after all a through trail and can not be too circuitous and
roam everywhere to reach outstanding spots.
I have taken the liberty of forwarding under separate cover, some of the Appalachian Trail
literature. It will in a general way explain the activities of the Conference.
My home is at Lubec. I know quite well Mrs. Eckstorm and William O. Sawtelle, formerly of
Bangor. I think with respect to Bear Mountain, you may have in mind Major Welch, who is in
charge of the Palisades Interstate Park and the President of the Conference. My connection with
the Shipping Board is in the capacity of admiralty attorney—for which the Maine coast furnishes
a good background.
Your letter has already given me much help and I await with expectation the maps which you
kindly offered to send me and your published description. Is there any route up Boarstone other
than what I am told is a private road?
I hope that this long letter will serve to make our project a bit more clear and that we can have
the benefit of your intimate knowledge of this region in ascertaining which can be hooked up for
a through trail.
I have quite a collection of mountain photographs of the eastern Appalachians and of Katahdin
but none of the region you refer to. I hope to see your collection of movies and prints at some
time.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written after he had left the office.
May 8, 1932. Myron Avery to Leon Potter, Proprietor, Antlers Camps
Dear Mr. Potter:
I am very glad to have your letter of April 27th.
I have heard a good deal of your camps from my friend Walter D. Greene and in addition on my
trips through the Katahdin Region, I used to see your brother at Trout Brook farm.
My inquiry was made in connection with the Appalachian Trail project. I am enclosing a copy
of an article which explains this project. It is an amateur hiking trail along the crest line of the
mountains, wherever the topography permits such a route. It is practically completed from the
Maine-New Hampshire line to the southern terminus in Georgia—a distance of 1,600 miles. The
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work is volunteer work which has been done by hiking clubs and interested individuals. The
Trail Conference has no organizations in Maine which are particularly interested in the route of
the trail and consequently no marking has been done in that state. In 1933 we had hoped to
perhaps mark for the Appalachian Trail route the section across Maine. Due to the lack of
interested organizations it is, of course, necessary to select trails which give indications of being
permanent and maintained, such as tote-roads and forest service trails. We try to avoid, if
possible, the use of any road passable for automobiles. In your region, we would particularly
like to locate the trail, if possible, over Boarstone, Barren, Chairback, White Cap and to the east
branch of Pleasant River and over Jo Merry to lower Jo Merry Lake and thence to Sourdnahunk
Dam and onto Katahdin. At the present time, I am trying to collect information as to the
available trails and it may not be possible to include all or many of the peaks I have mentioned
on a through trail.
What I am particularly interested in in your locality is the possibility of running the trail over Jo
Merry Mountain, utilizing your trail and passing your camps and then going on to Nahmakanta.
I am enclosing with your map, a copy of the Forest Service Pleasant River District map, together
with a stamped return envelope. It would help me very much if you would add to these maps
any good existing tote-roads or trails as well as indicating your trail to Jo Merry Mountain.
I expect to see Mr. Greene in New York in about ten days and I would appreciate your returning
these to me as soon as you can conveniently do so.
Written after Mr. Avery had left the office.
May 8, 1932. Myron Avery to W. L. Arnold, Proprietor of Big Houston Camps
Dear Mt. Arnold:
I am very pleased to have your letter of April 26, 1932. I have heard a great deal of your locality
from my friend Walter D. Greene.
My inquiry was made in connection with the Appalachian Trail project. I am enclosing a copy
of an article which explains this project. It is an amateur hiking trail along the crest line of the
mountains, wherever the topography permits such a route. It is practically completed from the
Maine-New Hampshire line to the southern terminus in Georgia—a distance of 1,600 miles. The
work is volunteer work which has been done by hiking clubs and interested individuals. The
Trail Conference has no organizations in Maine which are particularly interested in the route of
the trail and consequently no marking has been done in that state. In 1933 we had hoped to
perhaps mark for the Appalachian Trail route the section across Maine. Due to the lack of
interested organizations it is, of course, necessary to select trails which give indications of being
permanent and maintained, such as tote-roads and forest service trails. We try to avoid, if
possible, the use of any road passable for automobiles. In your region, we would particularly
like to locate the trail, if possible, over Boarstone, Barren, Chairback, White Cap and to the east
branch of Pleasant River and over Jo Merry to lower Jo Merry Lake and thence to Sourdnahunk
Dam and onto Katahdin. At the present time, I am trying to collect information as to the
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1927-1932 - Compiled by David Field - Page 86

available trails and it may not be possible to include all or many of the peaks I have mentioned
on a through route.
As you know the trails between Boarstone and White Cap, I should like to find out from you if
there are existing trails which can be hooked up to cover all or any of these mountains.
Particularly I should like to know if we could go from Chairback along the gulf of the West
branch of Pleasant River and up White Cap Mountain?
I expect to see Mr. Greene in New York in about ten days and I would appreciate your returning
these to me as soon as you can conveniently do so.
Written after Mr. Avery had left the office.
May 8, 1932. Myron Avery to Ralph York, Proprietor of Long Pond Camps
Dear Mr. York:
I am very much obliged for your letter of April 29, 1932. I have heard a good deal of you from
my trips to the Katahdin region and from my friend Walter D. Greene.
My inquiry was made in connection with the Appalachian Trail project. I am enclosing a copy
of an article which explains this project. It is an amateur hiking trail along the crest line of the
mountains, wherever the topography permits such a route. It is practically completed from the
Maine-New Hampshire line to the southern terminus in Georgia—a distance of 1,600 miles. The
work is volunteer work which has been done by hiking clubs and interested individuals. The
Trail Conference has no organizations in Maine which are particularly interested in the route of
the trail and consequently no marking has been done in that state. In 1933 we had hoped to
perhaps mark for the Appalachian Trail route the section across Maine. Due to the lack of
interested organizations it is, of course, necessary to select trails which give indications of being
permanent and maintained, such as tote-roads and forest service trails. We try to avoid, if
possible, the use of any road passable for automobiles. In your region, we would particularly
like to locate the trail, if possible, over Boarstone, Barren, Chairback, White Cap and to the east
branch of Pleasant River and over Jo Merry to lower Jo Merry Lake and thence to Sourdnahunk
Dam and onto Katahdin. At the present time, I am trying to collect information as to the
available trails and it may not be possible to include all or many of the peaks I have mentioned
on a through route.
Specifically, I should like to find out from you just how your trails run from Long Pond to
Barren and Boarstone. Could we work out a route from Boarstone to Long Pond and thence
along the gulf of Pleasant River and onto White Cap Mountain?
I am enclosing a photostatic copy of the Pleasant River District map, on which you can add
available trails and roads. We would have to reach Boarstone from Shirley Mills. I am also
enclosing a stamped return envelope.
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I am sure that this project will be of interest to you as it will tend to advertise your locality and
the publicity attendant upon the route of a through hiking trail should increase the patronage of
the sporting camps through which it passes.
Written after Mr. Avery had left the office.
May 11, 1932. George T. Carlisle, Prentiss & Carlisle, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We have your letter of May 8th regarding maps of Hancock and Washington Counties.
We are taking the liberty of sending under separate cover one copy each of Hancock,
Washington, Penobscot and Waldo Counties. These maps retail for $1.00 each excepting that of
Waldo County which is 50 cents. The wholesale price is $8.00 per dozen except Waldo County
which is $4.00 a dozen. If you do not care for any or all of these maps we would be glad to have
you return them.
The maps are made in large part from surveys which we have made over a considerable period of
time together with reductions from the U.S.G.S. sheets wherever available. We feel that for the
so-called wild land section of the State the maps are particularly accurate because they were
made in connection with detailed cruising and valuation work. We have under preparation
Piscataquis County and are in hopes to complete all counties in the State over a period of time.
We trust you will find the maps of interest. If they do not meet your needs please do not hesitate
to return them.
Yours very truly,
George T. Carlisle, Jr.
{Marginal note: “Very excellent maps; enclose check for $3, returning Waldo for which I have
no use. Kindly add my name to your mailing list to receive notices of other maps—particularly
Piscataquis.” May 18 returned Waldo map.}
M. H. Avery
May 12, 1932. Harry Davis, Maine Forest Service, Monson, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Your letter some few days ago in regard to trail across Piscataquis Co. was duly received by me
and I ask pardon for not replying before, but we have had a spell of real fire hazard in Maine and
I have been out from one to four times each day on these grass fires.
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I think you will find a very good route from Shirley Mills by going up the State road about 2
miles then straight ahead on an old abandoned road a piece then new trail two miles to the old 50
year ago stage road to Elliotsville which can be followed most of the way coming out at mouth
of Little Wilson not far from a wonderful, even if small canyon to make a side trip to—thense
one mile up State road then on to Borestone by the trail and private road then cut new trail to
Bodfish farm on north side then tote road three miles then right angles by way of new trail on to
top of Barren thense follow the heights of this range of Mts. across Chairback down across
Pleasant River up White brook to top of White Cap across to Spruce thense down into valley and
by way of old road on to Jo Mary and then down again and up the Penobscot to Hunts trail up
Katahdin.
I think you will find this a very good route and one that will take you most of the time in the
deep woods and part of the way there will be some old tote road or something to go by while on
top of the Mts. you will have to spot and cut new trail but I think this will be the proper thing to
do.
Now if there is any more information you wish do not hesitate to let me know and I will be only
too glad to do all I can for you. I would like to meet you or someone interested in this work and
help them as to this route with little more explanation.
I expect my son will be in the Pleasant River section this summer with a student from the John
Hopkins School {Avery note: “S.S. Philbrick”} so if some of you people go through there this
summer no doubt you will find these boys camped about on your route near the end of the
Chairback range. I can give you a lot more dope on this country if you need it.
Yours truly,
Harry Davis
Undated (“Thursday”) letter from Walter Greene to Myron Avery, on stationery of “The
Lambs”, 130 West 44th Street, New York. [I am guessing, from context, that this was written
on 12 May, 1932.] [Hand-written, as were all of Greene’s letters]
Dear Myron:
Curious I had your letter (or copy rather) yesterday. I had planned to write Cutter with the map
corrections. He sent me a note and two blue prints. I thot I’d write you also but it took all
evening fussing over that. But I got it off with a number of authentic suggestions which will help
considerably. Why did they leave Deer out and the trail from Big Wassatacook to L.W. Tracy
and I cleared and re-spotted that. I got your copy of Stubb’s letter last week. Very interesting
and while I‘ll say something about it, there’s no chance to get all I want to say in this, so will
save it until I see you, which I’m hoping so much to. You speak of seeing me soon. Great letter.
Nice words. Well you are a New Englander or rather a state of Mainer. Wish I was, but have to
be content to be an adopted son. Your plans puzzle me. Wish I had my maps here—would
orient myself better. I can help you since I think Barren Boarstone and Chairback are in my
country 5 or 10 miles from Sebec. I’ve been up on top of Barren, a wonderful Mt. Nearly 4,000
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ft. Old Lou Arnold my trapper friend has a nice log camp near the S.W. end. He and I cut a trail
to a pond on top. No fish tho we tried. Have been on the Chairbacks. Climbed East Chairback
once from Big Houston Pond to Long Pond. Been on West Chairback from Long Pond. Good
trail good fishing in W.C. Pond. Arnold also has a trail up there from the inlet of Big Houston
Pond. Been over Columbus Mt. from Indian Pond to Long Pond. Tricky trail from old Arnold’s
camp. Been up on top of White Cap. Stayed over one Sunday at Chadwick’s on West Branch
Ponds and climbed to the tower with a chap named Drew from Ansonia. Good line that far.
White Cap is a long Mt. 4 peaks. I think the tower is north end. Barren very long. I’m puzzled.
As I figure it, if you take in Boarstone, Barren, and Chairback and steer for Greenville by way of
Long Pond why you are I think making a circle. If you come across by Shirley Mills would you
toss in Greenville. This trail shouldn’t miss Moosehead any more than Katahdin. Frankly it
seems to me you are laying out a herculean task of long duration. I’ve cut on Barren. A mass of
small growth. Spruce and fir thickets, rocks, and swamp. So is Chair-back and Columbus.
Boarstone is owned by a wealthy man, Moore. He closed the fox farm and hatcheries there a
year or so ago. He has a private road running up the mt. from Bodfish Siding on the R.R. From
the fox farms there’s a trail to the top. Fine view from there. Tower on top. They climb in from
Sebec with Moore’s permission. I never did. Picnicing stuff. To cut over these mts., including
Spruce and Whitecap strikes me would take the work of a gang of men and plenty time, besides
the upkeep. I’m dubious, I’m sorry to say, about the help you will get inside the state. Jo Merry
has a trail to the top. Potter keeps it up. I think it starts from the lake, Upper Jo Mary. To cross
from Cooper Brook road to the top would be a hell of a job, two or three miles of brush and
swamp to the foot. Boarstone outside of the road I think is mostly cliff. From Monson to
Boarstone you would follow county roads. Could come off Boarstone to Bodfish Valley and
pick up the trail to Trout, Hedgehog and Wilson, Greenville from there. Beautiful valley flanked
by Barren Mt. and Boarstone. One could cross from Nahmakanta to Jo Mary by way of
Pollywog Stream then to Turtle Ridge and Henderson. Pick up Potter’s trail at Henderson, 5
miles to his camps at Jo Mary. There’s a trail to Pollywog and a spotted line from Turtle to
Long. This would X a mighty wild rough country and mean some work. I know you know what
you want. Your head is level, but I know it’s also open to ideas. You climb mts. and like it.
Have you thot this trail if put thru would be considered the slow part of the whole line. The A.
Mt. Cl. and what it stands for is going to grow as the years go by. This no doubt will stand after
we are gone. Don’t you not think if it is made a terribly difficult and strenuous job to get over it
and if only the very fit can tackle that kind of a job it is going to limit it to the very few. It is
going to mean a lot of work. May not make it possible for many. Many people who could travel
it if it were not too strenuous would be shut out. Many who would hear it was difficult would
not attempt it. It seems to me the more who can travel it the more interest and upkeep and help it
would get. Lots of people like to hike but not to make an exhausting job of it. The route I laid
out follows the line of least resistance. As a man gets older he thinks he’s clever to do that. I’ve
toiled over enough mts. at that. I’m not crazy about it, altho I can understand the fellow who is.
This line really will entail little clearing for its length and could be developed rapidly. Then to
all these mts. you mention there could be cut side trails for those people who wished could make
the climb, as they wished. This line also touches many sporting camps. Lots of people would
prefer the comfort of these. Older people who could not rough it. I’d never start at Sourdnehunk
Lake. Would you miss the grandest part of Maine, the Wassatacook Valley? I’d have the trail
start in either at Sherman by way of Myrick’s and the farm, around the S.B. Ponds, or by way of
Patten, McDonald’s, his camp on Traveller to S.B. Ponds, all this would need little clearing. The
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Pogy Valley is good going. There would be little trouble putting a line to Pogy Pond from there
south you’re allright. You could pick up Tracy’s trail to Katahdin and Hunts on top and bring
then down to York’s and then on. Well, there it all is, if you can read it. When I get up, and can
get at my maps, I can clear things up better if you wish it. You will be glad to figure all this I’m
sure. Say Myron am I going to see you. There’s lots to talk about. I’ll probably go up there first
of June. Let me know. Try and get over. How are things going. Is all this mess down there
going to affect you? Do hope Mrs. Avery is allright. Some time I’ll get down your way and meet
you all. Must get home. All my best for her and you.
Oh! Myron have you read over my trip yet? If so will you and let me know what you think of it.
I know by experience I’ll get the real low down.
May 15, 1932. W. L. Arnold, Big Houston Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
My dear Mr. Avery:
I was glad to have your letter and am only too pleased that I can give you most of the
information that you want.
The peaks you speak of are found on Townships 7R9, 6R9, B Town, AR11, AR10, 1R10, and
2R10 and as I was forester for the Great Northern Paper Co. on the last five of these I have a
very good idea of the logging roads and trails that could be used for your project, and many
miles of them could be so used.
The country from Boarstone to Barren Mt. I’d not know so well, and am not familiar with the
trail locations there, but I believe Walter Greene can supply you with that information. From
Barren to Chairback, a distance of about six miles, it would be necessary to cut new trail for
about the entire distance. But from Chairback Mt. along the Gulf of Pleasant River (West
Branch) and to the top of White Cap Mt. good trails or tote roads can be used for the fifteen
miles. Then from White Cap to Jo Merry, over Little Boardman Mt. would be easy, with but
little cutting as there are many old trails and lumber roads in this section.
Beyond Jo Merry the most direct route to Sourdnahunk Dam, by trail, would take you to the head
of Pemadumcook Lake, then along the tote road by Nahmakanta Stream six miles to
Nahmakanta Lake and Dam. Then cross and follow the range of mountains to the South and
West of Rainbow Lake, T2R11. I could show you this whole route in a very short time.
From your remark about “returning” some maps to you, I think you must have meant to send
some, other than that printed in your article, but none came.
I hope that I’ve given you the special facts you wanted. Except for a few miles, you would be
able to use existing trails or roads, as I have indicated and I feel sure that it wouldn’t require
much time to complete the project through Maine. I worked with Mr. Hinckley on his venture
for a week or so last summer and he claims that the view from Chairback is even finer that that
from Katahdin, so I’m glad that you’re planning to put your trail over that peak.
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Please remember me to Walter Green when you see him. It’s been some time now since he last
called into see me.
When you’re ready to go into the woods, if you’ll come up to camp I’ll tell you all I can that may
be helpful.
I am returning herewith the only enclosures with your letter which I enjoyed reading.
May 19, 1932. Myron Avery to Ralph Sterling
Dear Mr. Sterling:
Mr. Stubbs has told you of my letters to him about locating the Appalachian Trail route between
Bigelow and Monson, so I won’t have to explain the purpose of this letter. I am very much
impressed by his recommended route, particularly going over Pleasant and Moxie Bald. In 1918
I went from Carratunk to Moxie Pond with Bill Jolly, working on the telephone line.
I wanted to ask you a specific question about the conditions of the old Shirley road east of the
dam on Moxie Pond. When were their last operations on this road and is there any travel over it
now? How far would you say it was from The Forks to Shirley Mills by the tote-road?
If you can answer this inquiry, I shall be much obliged to you.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written after he had left the office on a trip.
May 19, 1932. Myron Avery to Proprietor, West Carry Pond Camps
Dear Sir:
We have been doing some investigating into a route across Maine for the Appalachian Trail.
This is a hiking trail extending from Katahdin in Maine to Mt. Oglethorpe in Georgia. It is now
practically completed for a distance of 1800 miles from the Maine-New Hampshire boundary to
its southern terminus.
We are trying to work out a route between Bigelow and Monson. The Forest Service has
suggested using the Arnold Trail from Dead River to the Kennebec. From the U.S. Geological
Survey Dead River map there seems to be a break in the trail from your camps to Arnold’s Point.
I wanted to find out if there is a trail around the south end of your camps and Arnold’s Point. I
should also like to know how far your camps are from Dead River and to have a copy of your
booklet.
If you can give me this information, I shall be much indebted to you.
May 19, 1932. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
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I have been away from Washington, hence the delay in acknowledging you letter of May 4th.
You have given me a most detailed survey of the possibilities of the route between Bigelow and
Monson. I have been studying your letter at length with the aid of the maps. Some of the region
I was over about ten years ago, from Dead River to the Forks and from Caratunk to Moxie via
Pleasant Pond. That is a beautifully clear sheet of water.
I have been in correspondence with Mr. Hinckley and he has promised to send me one of his
maps, which should help.
I am making inquiries about a trail around West Carry Pond and the condition of the old Shirley
tote-road.
Do I understand there are existing trails from Caratunk via Carney Brook and on to Baker Pond?
I take it that on your second method of approach to Moxie Bald there are existing trails all the
way.
Personally I like best the third route over Pleasant Mountain. It does mean, however, some three
miles south down the railroad track. Just where does the Forest Service trail on the east of
Moxie Bald take off? Did you notice on the Forks Quadrangle that trail from Joe’s Hole north of
Pleasant Mountain? It should intersect the Forest Service trail. As this was a 1907 map, I
suppose that trail is all gone.
Your Wadleigh Mountain suggestion sounds extremely good. I shall try to get more information
on how to reach the Great Northern Post road from Pleasant River East Branch and how to get to
Nahmakanta from Wadleigh. I see that the G.N.P. map calls it Musquash. Can you let me have
its tower and district map?
The views you sent are extremely good, particularly the one from Bigelow. The other five I can’t
place and I wondered if you would note on them from where they were taken and what shows
up. I assume I am to keep the others; I certainly appreciate them.
We still have a lot of time yet as our trip is planned for 1933. You have already helped us
greatly and you will undoubtedly hear from us from time to time.
I am having sent to you a copy of Appalachia which described Mr. Comey’s trip in the region
south of Bigelow.
CC: Mr. Comey
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written after he left the office on a trip.
May 26, 1932. Myron Avery to Fred Chadwick, West Branch Pond Camps
Dear Mr. Chadwick:
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At the suggestion of our mutual friend Walter D. Greene, I am writing you to obtain some
information in connection with the route of the Appalachian Trail.
My inquiry was made in connection with the Appalachian Trail project. I am enclosing a copy
of an article which explains this project. It is an amateur hiking trail along the crest line of the
mountains, wherever the topography permits such a route. It is practically completed from the
Maine-New Hampshire line to the southern terminus in Georgia—a distance of 1,600 miles. The
work is volunteer work which has been done by hiking clubs and interested individuals. The
Trail Conference has no organizations in Maine which are particularly interested in the route of
the trail and consequently no marking has been done in that state. In 1933 we had hoped to
perhaps mark for the Appalachian Trail route the section across Maine. Due to the lack of
interested organizations it is, of course, necessary to select trails which give indications of being
permanent and maintained, such as tote-roads and forest service trails. We try to avoid, if
possible, the use of any road passable for automobiles. In your region, we would particularly
like to locate the trail, if possible, over Boarstone, Barren, Chairback, White Cap and to the east
branch of Pleasant River and over Jo Merry to lower Jo Merry Lake and thence to Sourdnahunk
Dam and on to Katahdin. At the present time, I am trying to collect information as to the
available trails and it may not be possible to include all or many of the peaks I have mentioned
on a through route.
I have been discussing the route with Mr. Greene and he is of the opinion that the best route
would provide a side trail to Jo Merry and come up Cooper Brook and thence to the West Branch
of Pleasant River. There is some difficulty in working out a connection of existing trails
between Cooper Brook and the West Branch. Mr. Greene wanted me to ask you about the
following matters:
Do you still maintain the trail from the West Branch Ponds north to Mud Pond (east of Third
Roach)? [This “Mud Pond” is now called “Sixth Roach Pond”.]
Have the beavers moved out above the Shanty road?
Is there any chance to cut a trail around the blighted fir growth instead of going through it? [The
references in these letters to “fir blight” or “blighted fir” probably relates to the dense spruce-fir
regeneration resulting from the epidemic spruce budworm outbreak of the late 19 teens.]
Is the road around your two ponds to your camp clear and open or would one have to use a boat
in coming from Mud Pond?
It has been our experience that with the marking of this Trail and the publication of Trail data
and other articles relative to it, within two or three years there is a marked increase in the use of
the trail. We think that the project should appeal to sporting camp proprietors for, in addition to
the advertising which it gives to their region, it would eventually bring in a considerable number
of people who are making use of the route.
CC: Mr. Greene
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May 26, 1932. Myron Avery to Charlie Berry, Yoke Pond Camps
Dear Mr. Berry:
At the suggestion of our mutual friend Walter D. Greene, I am writing you to obtain some
information in connection with the route of the Appalachian Trail.
My inquiry was made in connection with the Appalachian Trail project. I am enclosing a copy
of an article which explains this project. It is an amateur hiking trail along the crest line of the
mountains, wherever the topography permits such a route. It is practically completed from the
Maine-New Hampshire line to the southern terminus in Georgia—a distance of 1,600 miles. The
work is volunteer work which has been done by hiking clubs and interested individuals. The
Trail Conference has no organizations in Maine which are particularly interested in the route of
the trail and consequently no marking has been done in that state. In 1933 we had hoped to
perhaps mark for the Appalachian Trail route the section across Maine. Due to the lack of
interested organizations it is, of course, necessary to select trails which give indications of being
permanent and maintained, such as tote-roads and forest service trails. We try to avoid, if
possible, the use of any road passable for automobiles. In your region, we would particularly
like to locate the trail, if possible, over Boarstone, Barren, Chairback, White Cap and to the east
branch of Pleasant River and over Jo Merry to lower Jo Merry Lake and thence to Sourdnahunk
Dam and onto Katahdin. At the present time, I am trying to collect information as to the
available trails and it may not be possible to include all or many of the peaks I have mentioned
on a through route.
I have been discussing the route with Mr. Greene and he is of the opinion that the best route
would provide a side trail to Jo Merry and come up Cooper Brook and thence to the West Branch
of Pleasant River. There is some difficulty in working out a connection of existing trails
between Cooper Brook and the West Branch. Mr. Greene wanted me to ask you about the
following matters:
Have you ever cleared the old packing trail from Boardman Pond to Mud Pond (east of Third
Roach)?
Is there any particular way of going from Cooper Brook into the West Branch of Pleasant River
and on to Whitecap?
It has been our experience that with the marking of this Trail and the publication of Trail data
and other articles relative to it, within two or three years there is a marked increase in the use of
the trail. We think that the project should appeal to sporting camp proprietors for, in addition to
the advertising which it gives to their region, it would eventually bring in a considerable number
of people who are making use of the route.
CC: Mr. Greene
May 26, 1932. Myron Avery to Harry Davis, Chief Fire Warden, Monson, Maine
Dear Mr. Davis:
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1927-1932 - Compiled by David Field - Page 95

I am very much obliged to you for your letter of May 12th, which gives me a great deal of
information which I needed.
My friend Walter D. Greene, who has a camp on Sebec Lake has been working with me in trying
to develop this route. He will be in Maine within a month or so and plans to call on you to
discuss the matter in detail. This will probably be more satisfactory than trying to write about it.
Apparently we will come in from the Kennebec over Pleasant and Moxie Bald Mountains to
Blanchard. We will then have to have roads to Bodfish siding and then on to Boarstone. From
Boarstone we would like to go across Barren and Columbus Mountains into Ralph York’s Trail
leading to the West Chairback Pond; thence down to West Branch Ponds and up the West
Branch of Pleasant River over to Cooper Brook.
Is there any trail at all from Boarstone down to Bodfish Farm?
Do you happen to have a district map of the Pleasant River region, on which you could indicate
the old roads we could follow from Blanchard to Boarstone. I would like very much to get the
location of the old stage road to Elliotsville along Little Wilson.
If you could take this map and indicate on it how we could get to Boarstone, it would help
greatly. We would like to have you mark trail which would have to be cut in a different way
from existing roads or trails.
We shall, of course, have the opportunity to talk about this with you in great detail before the
route is actually laid out but in the interval, we should like to get as much information as
possible.
CC: Mr. Greene
May 31, 1932. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
I have had another session with Walter Greene in light of information conveyed with your letter
of May 4th. Mr. Greene says that there is an old road from MacDougall’s Camps to Nahmakanta
up Farrar Brook on the north side of Wadleigh Mountain. Now what we would like to find out is
if there is an existing way to the Tower from Farrar Brook tote-road? We assume that the toteroad is open.
Mr. Greene is much impressed by the possibilities of a route from Nahmakanta to Potter’s
Camps on Jo Merry and up Cooper Brook with a side trail to Jo Merry. It has gaps which he
thinks can be eliminated. It is either this or over Wadleigh.
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I am much impressed with your third route over Pleasant Mountain and Moxie Bald. I feel that
the route should go this way—finest views and assurances of permanence. You have certainly
solved the problem for us here.
I naturally don’t wish my inquiries to become a nuisance to your Department but you invited me
to ask for further information and I am taking advantage of it. I hope your district warden can
tell us something of the Wadleigh Farrar Brook connections.
CC: Mr. Greene
May 31, 1932. Myron Avery to Frank C. Hinckley
Dear Mr. Hinckley:
I presume that you have my letter of May 8, 1932 but that other activities have absorbed your
attention.
I am acquiring information about the link from Monson over Boarstone to Bodfish Farm, over
Barren and to York Camps on Long Pond. I believe that such a route would involve cutting a
trail from Boarstone summit to York’s trail to West Chairback Pond. I should be much indebted
for your comments on this particular section. I am awaiting with anticipation the two Prentiss &
Carlisle maps which you said you would send me. They should help greatly.
May 31, 1932. Myron Avery to Ralph Sterling
Dear Mr. Sterling:
In my letter of May 19th I neglected an inquiry. We have practically decided we should follow a
route by the Carry Ponds (if we can get by West Carry Pond) and over Pleasant and Moxie Bald.
Now coming down to Wyman Lake from the West Carry Pond on the old tote-road, is there any
place near where the road hits the river that one could depend upon being able to get across the
river so as to continue on the east bank to Pleasant Pond?
June 1, 1932. Frank Hinckley to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your letter of May 31. I have been quite busy lately and out of town a good deal.
Next week I hope to be in position to give you maps and other details relative to crossing the
mountain region from Boarstone to Jo Mary Mountain.
June 3, 1932. Myron Avery to Air Corps, War Department, Washington D.C.
Dear Sirs:
For use in connection with the Appalachian Trail project and to demonstrate the advantages of
aerial photography in the making of maps and selection of routes for trails and roads, the Air
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Corps has very kindly cooperated in the past with the Trail Conference in furnishing requested
aerial photographs.
For the same purpose, we should like to obtain a set of certain photographs which were taken in
September, 1931 by Captain Stevens. We understand that these photographs are at the Wright
Field. These are high altitude flight photographs. The series which we wish to obtain are from
150 A, B, C, D, E to 159 A, B, C, D, E inclusive, together with two photographs which cover the
entire State of Maine.
If these photographs can be obtained for the purpose described above, it will be of very
considerable assistance to the Conference.
Very truly yours,
Myron H. Avery
Chairman, Board of Manager
Appalachian Trail Conference
U. S. Shipping Board
Washington, D.C.
June 3, 1932. Myron Avery to Shailer Philbrick, Graduate School, Johns Hopkins Univ.
Dear Mr. Philbrook [sic]:
I have learned that you are particularly familiar with the region in which I am very much
interested at the present time. My interest is in connection with the Appalachian Trail project.
This is now practically completed from the Maine-New Hampshire line to its southern terminus.
Its northern terminus is Mt. Katahdin in Maine but due to the lack of interested organizations in
that State, no progress has been made in marking the trail through Maine.
It is my home state and I am familiar with some of the territory through which the proposed route
lies. With the view of marking the route east of the Kennebec in 1933, we have been making
exhaustive inquiries to ascertain what roads and trails are existent and could be used for the trail
route. A proposed route as far as Mt. Bigelow has been described in recent issues of Appalachia.
From Mt. Bigelow, we propose to use the old Arnold Trail to the Kennebec and thence over
Pleasant and Moxie Bald Mountains to Blanchard and thence to Monson. We would like to lay
the route over Boarstone, Barren, Columbus and Whitecap Mountains (including Pleasant River
West Branch). From the Pleasant River we would go by Cooper Brook, probably by Jo Merry
Mountain to Nahmakanta Lake and Sowadehunk Dam on to Katahdin.
It is going to be a particular problem to put the Trail over these mountains for I understand that
considerable trail would need to be cut to afford a connection.
I was at the Geological Survey recently, studying the airplane pictures of this region and was told
of your geological work in this region and that you had compiled a map of the territory. The lack
of a good map of this region is a very particular handicap to us.
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I should like very much to have the benefit of your knowledge of this region and the possibilities
of a trail connection. Will you be available at Baltimore for a much longer time? If you expect
to be in Washington in the near future, I should like to have an opportunity to talk with you.
Would you kindly tell me of the nature of the map which you are preparing?
I am enclosing herewith an article which explains in a general way the Appalachian Trail project.
June 6, 1932. Myron Avery to W. L. Arnold, Big Houston Camps
Dear Mr. Arnold:
I have been delayed in replying to your letter of May 15, 1932 by reason of my absence from
Washington. The information which you gave me is extremely helpful. Your experience
certainly has made you familiar with this region.
I have been talking the matter over with Mr. Greene in light of the maps and data which you
have accumulated. I have also seen at the Geological Survey some aerial photographs of these
mountains. With the use of a stereoscope, the pictures give the same impression as if you were
looking down upon them. Barren and Whitecap are certainly rugged and very impressive. I did
not realize that they were quite so outstanding.
The return envelope for maps was sent to you by oversight, as I did not include a map with your
letter. I accordingly sent you some of the Trail material which might be of interest to yourself
and the guests at your camps, if the project is discussed.
Mr. Greene thought that it would be extremely worth while to try and open a route from Barren
Mountain over Columbus Mountain to York’s Trail at the Chairback Ponds and thence down to
Long Pond. He thought that such a route would skirt Chairback Mountain. He thinks it
particularly worth while to have the trail go along the gulf of Pleasant River but to do so, it
would seem as if the Forestry Trail to Whitecap would have to be used as a side trail; that is, the
through trail could not be routed over Whitecap.
Do you happen to know if there is an existing road up Whitecap from the south, so that we could
take in a part of the Pleasant River gulf and go over Whitecap?
Mr. Greene plans to see you and talk with you about the region. I would like to do so myself and
you may be sure that before we actually start the project we shall get in touch with you. I doubt
if there is any possibility of my being able to see you this summer.
If you have any definite suggestions for a connection between Barren and Whitecap, I would like
very much to have them now as we are endeavoring to work out this link.
I am not familiar with Little Boardman Mountain. Just where is it?
Thanking you for your interest and the help which you have given us.
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CC: Mr. Greene
{Written marginal note: “I note what you say about the route going on Chairback Mountain.”}
June 8, 1932. Myron Avery to W. L. Arnold
Dear Mr. Arnold:
I have just obtained a copy of a map which shows the Boarstone region quite well. It is made
largely from aerial photographs by Mr. S. S. Philbrick, who is studying the geology of that
region. I wanted to get as completely as possible the Trail system. I wondered if you would be
good enough to draw in and label any trails or roads which you know of in the vicinity of your
Camps, particularly around Chairback. Any other additions you can make to the map will help.
Of course I know that you can only place it approximately.
June 8, 1932. Myron Avery to Harry Davis
Dear Mr. Davis:
Since my letter to you of May 26th I have seen the Mr. S. S. Philbrick, whom your son guided
last year. Mr. Philbrick gave me a copy of his map of the Boarstone region and told me about
the possibilities of connecting up the four mountains by trail from Slugundy on Long Pond
Stream. He is also going to talk with you, when he arrives, about the possibility of putting
through such a trail.
Now how would we connect with Bodfish Siding and where the telephone line from Blanchard
comes out? I take it that Little Wilson will now be too far north. I presume that we shall have to
use roads to make this connection.
Sometime soon I shall send you a summary of the route as we have worked it out. Shall be
mighty glad to get your ideas particularly as to the connection between the Cooper Brook and
Chadwick’s Camps on West Branch Ponds.
Early June?, 1932. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
[First page missing][Not found in original files.]
on the section I’m acquainted with before I return. I’m making no rash promises tho. I’m
handicapped by having no good map of the Barren and Boarstone region or Wadleigh Mt. If I
can I’ll scout thru to Nahmakanta by way of Wadleigh Mt. later. Have a number of notes to
write you about when I get time. Don’t you think you had better write Len Potter, Norcross, Me.
Tell him there is a doubt as to whether to take the route by his camp or over Wadleigh and ask
him to figure if he can spot a line thru from his camp, hit the old Millinocket Road to mouth of
Nahmakanta. We boated to Jo Merry Stream and Xed that way. Big cove to the west in Jo
Merry. The line would have to go around that. Potter is active and intelligent, but lacks
initiative. This might spur him to get busy. Tell him I’ll see him later in the season. He has
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good roads back of his camp to head of Mud Pond I believe. Write Mrs. McDougall, Norcross,
Me. Ask her if the trail along Farrar Brook extends to its source, whether there is any connecting
roads or trails to top of Wadleigh Mt. Also if the roads back of Nesuntabunt are grown up. I
remember when I first investigated they told me there’s a road back of that Mt. Ask her whether
you could get to the dam that way. This might be a feasible and [?] route. North shore of N. is
burnt. The telephone line follows the shore, not much trail I guess and jumping boulders every
minute. Nesuntabunt is not high. Fine scenery. One might cut along the top a ways and down
into the road and on. Trouble there is McDougall an able man died several years ago. No man
there now who amounts to anything. Good camp, but the surrounding country is neglected. The
camp is the site of old Luis Ketchum’s original camp. Would like to hear what Chadwick says.
Nice fellow, but very slack. That line would have been re-established. There was good fishing
in Mud. Maybe you can get him to do it. Berry an old timer. Great friend of mine. He lost
interest over Mud Pond way but that is a good trail, easily cleared. All my best. Send all the
news along. Cold weather. Awful four days. Fine today. Wish you could get a mouthful of this
air. Yours, Walter
June 8, 1932. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Clifford’s Sporting Camps
Dear Mr. Clifford:
I am much obliged to you for your letter of May 21st and your booklet.
At the suggestion of our mutual friend Walter D. Greene, I am writing to you to obtain some
further information in connection with the route of the Appalachian Trail.
I am enclosing a copy of an article which explains this project. It is an amateur hiking trail along
the crest line of the mountains, wherever the topography permits such a route. It is practically
completed from the Maine-New Hampshire line to the southern terminus in Georgia—a distance
of 1,800 miles. The work is volunteer work which has been done by hiking clubs and interested
individuals. The Trail Conference has no organizations in Maine which are particularly
interested in the route of the trail and consequently no marking has been done in that state. In
1933 we had hoped to perhaps mark for the Appalachian Trail route the section across Maine.
Due to the lack of interested organizations it is, of course, necessary to select trails which give
indications of being permanent and maintained, such as tote-roads and forest service trails. We
try to avoid, if possible, the use of any road passable for automobiles. From Katahdin the route
leads down the Hunt Trail and Sourdahunk Stream and across the dam. From there we wished to
bring it past Rainbow Lake on to Nahmakanta and then either over Wadleigh Mountain or via Jo
Merry to Cooper Brook, then down West Branch of Pleasant River over Whitecap, Barren, and
Boarstone Mountains. Mr. Greene and I have been talking over the route but there were some
things as to which he was not clear and wanted to ask you specifically about:
1. How far above Sourdnahunk Dam does your trail hit the West Branch?
2. We assume your trail starts from the north side of Rainbow Lake and that it is 2 miles to the
West Branch. Now is there any trail from the north shore of Rainbow to your camps or to the
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camps at the outlet? Does this connection have to be made by boat? Could a trail be laid out
along the north shore of the lake to the outlet and how far would it be?
3. Is there a tote-road from your camps to the outlet?
4. How does that telephone run, which goes to the West Branch? Does it start at your camps and
go to the head of the lake? If so, is there any connection with your 2 mile trail to Sourdahunk
Dam and Deadwater?
If you would answer these questions for us, it would greatly aid us in trying to work out a trail
route. We should be most pleased to have the benefit of any suggestions you can make.
I noticed from your booklet that a New York City man has purchased the outlet camps. I am
frequently in New York and if you would give me his address, I could see him and get some
information from him.
It has been our experience that with the marking of this Trail and the publication of Trail data
and other articles relative to it, within two or three years there is a marked increase in the use of
the trail. We think that the project should appeal to sporting camp proprietors for, in addition to
the advertising which it gives to their region, it would eventually bring in a considerable number
of people who are making use of the route.
CC: Mr. Greene
June 14, 1932. Myron Avery to Leon Potter, The Antler’s Camp
Dear Mr. Potter:
Since my letter to you of May 8th, I have discussed the route of the trail several times with Mr.
Greene. We have also procured a good deal of information with respect to the existing trails and
roads which could be utilized.
From Nahmakanta Lake to the Cooper Brook Tote-road, we seem to have a choice of routes.
Mr. Greene is very much attached to the Jo Merry route and tells me a great deal of the attraction
of that region. I have seen Jo Merry Mountain from a distance and it is a most impressive peak.
We find that from MacDougal’s camps on Nahmakanta Lake we can go up the Farrar Brook
tote-road and onto Wadleigh Mountain and then follow the Forest Service trail to the Kokadjo
road and thence to Yoke Pond, from where we would cut across to the West Branch of the
Pleasant River.
Mr. Greene is so much impressed with the attractions of your locality, that I would be disposed
to agree with him if we found that there were through roads or trails all the way from
Nahmakanta Lake to your camp and then to the Cooper Brook road. Mr. Greene tells me that he
has followed from the shore of the lake, opposite your camp, old roads all the way to
Nahmakanta stream. He thinks probably now they are very much overgrown. He wanted me to
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ask specifically if it would be possible to cut out to the old Millinocket road, so as to get to
Nahmakanta stream. We want, of course, a continuous land route and having to boat across your
lake is an interruption here. Mr. Greene thought, however, that, perhaps, you knew of old roads
and trails which could be cut out with little effort, so that there would be a connection between
your camp and Nahmakanta stream. I think we would both like to come this way with the Trail
route rather than over Wadleigh Mountain if there was a through connection.
If you have not returned to me the map sent with my letter of May 8th, I would appreciate very
much your drawing on it existing roads and trails between your camp and the Nahmakanta
stream, so that we can determine the situation. We would also like to have you tell us how much
cutting would be required if there are gaps between the roads.
How far from Church Pond on the Cooper Brook road does your trail lead up to Jo Merry
Mountain and in what condition is it?
Just what is the old Millinocket road and where does it run?
I hope that you can give us this information in detail because it is all that we require before
determining definitely the exact location of the route.
CC: Mr. Greene
June 14, 1932. Myron Avery to Harry Davis
Dear Mr. Davis:
In my last letter, I neglected to ask if you would give me the name of the owner of the Moore
Fox Farm. I understand that he resides in Philadelphia and as I am frequently there, I should like
to get in touch with him.
June 15, 1932. Myron Avery to Mrs. Robert McDougall, Nahmakanta Lake Camps
Dear Mrs. McDougall:
I am very much obliged to you for your letter and your booklet.
At the suggestion of our mutual friend Walter D. Greene, I am writing you to obtain some further
information in connection with the route of the Appalachian Trail.
I am enclosing a copy of an article which explains this project. It is an amateur hiking trail along
the crest line of the mountains, wherever the topography permits such a route. It is practically
completed from the Maine-New Hampshire line to the southern terminus in Georgia—a distance
of 1,800 miles. The work is volunteer work which has been done by hiking clubs and interested
individuals. The Trail Conference has no organizations in Maine which are particularly
interested in the route of the trail and consequently no marking has been done in that state. In
1933 we had hoped to perhaps mark for the Appalachian Trail route the section across Maine.
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Due to the lack of interested organizations it is, of course, necessary to select trails which give
indications of being permanent and maintained, such as tote-roads and forest service trails. We
try to avoid, if possible, the use of any road passable for automobiles. From Katahdin the route
leads down the Hunt Trail and Sourdahunk Stream and across the dam. From there we wished to
bring it past Rainbow Lake on to Nahmakanta and then either over Wadleigh Mountain or via Jo
Merry to Cooper Brook, then down West Branch of Pleasant River over Whitecap, Barren, and
Boarstone Mountains. Mr. Greene and I have been talking over the route but there were some
things as to which he was not clear and wanted to ask you specifically about:
Are the trails from your camp up Farrar Brook open and passable?
2. Is the camp on Wadleigh Pond one of your outlying Camps; if not by whom is it owned?
3. Is there a trail along the telephone wire from your camps to the outlet dam and tote-road down
Nahmakanta Stream along the north shore of the lake? In what condition is this trail? How long
is it?
4. If your answer to 3 is no, is there any trail from your camps to the foot of the lake. What
about the Prentiss Valley Trail? Does it connect with the tote-road down Nahmakanta stream?
5. Is there any trail from Farrar Brook tote-road to Wadleigh Mountain Fire tower?
6. How far up Farrar Brook does that tote-road go?
If you refer to any trails not shown on your map, I would appreciate your drawing them in on the
folder map. If you would answer these questions for us, it would greatly aid us in trying to work
out a trail route. We should be most pleased to have the benefit of any suggestions you can
make.
It has been our experience that with the marking of this Trail and the publication of Trail data
and other articles relative to it, within two or three years there is a marked increase in the use of
the trail. We think that the project should appeal to sporting camp proprietors for, in addition to
the advertising which it gives to their region, it would eventually bring in a considerable number
of people who are making use of the route.
Will you please send one of your folders to Walter Greene, Sebec Lake, Maine.
June 15, 1932. PROPOSED ROUTE OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL ACROSS MAINE,
by M. H. Avery {Copied to Greene, Comey, Torrey, Philbrick, Stubbs, Harrison, Hinckley}
I. KATAHDIN TO MAINE HIGHWAY NO. 105. North to South
This route is, in the main, that developed by Walter D. Greene, The Lambs Club, 128 West 44th
Street, New York City.
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For maps consult U. S. Geological Survey Katahdin quadrangle; *G. N. P. “West Branch Plan”;
Maine Forest Service Wadleigh, Whitecap and Boarstone Tower maps; Maine Forest Service
Parlin Pond, *Moosehead, *Pleasant River, Katahdin and Chesuncook District Maps; see
blueprint map “Katahdin and West Branch Trails” by George C. Purington, copyright, 1924.
See also printed prospectus of development of Moosehead region by F. C. Hinckley, 39
Hammond Street, Bangor, Maine and two large accompanying maps, prepared by Prentiss and
Carlisle.
See also Hubbard’s map of Northern Maine Wilderness.
See also aerial photos taken by Captain Stevens of U. S. Air Corps of Onawa Lake region in
September, 1931 and in the files of the U. S. Geological Survey, Washington, D.C. See also
camp folders for camps referred to in this data.
A map of Piscataquis County is being prepared by Prentiss and Carlisle, Bangor, Maine.
See contour map of Boarstone region prepared by S. S. Philbrick, Waterville Iron Works,
Waterville, Maine.
{Footnotes: *See U. S. Engineer Corps Advance Sheets No. 888, 889, and 895. See blueprint by
L. H. Randall, Milo, Me. 1913 (scale 1 inch = 1 mile) of Pleasant River and adjacent regions.}
From the summit of Kathadin go west on Hunt Trail to York’s Twin Pond Camps (7 m.). Cross
Nesowadnehunk Stream on G. N. P. new “toll-bridge” (8 m.) and follow tote road down west
side Nesowadnehunk Stream to Penobscot West Branch (12 m.). Turn right and follow old road
1/2 m. to Nesowadnehunk Dam. (Unlocked G. N. P. shack, stove, bunks on north side of river; a
cut-off from Nesowadnehunk road to dam saves considerable distance.) {Hand-written marginal
note: “This cut off might be on Katahdin map.”}
Cross Penobscot West Branch on Dam. Follow old road west up river for 4 miles. {Hand-written
marginal note: “Probably 3 miles”} Turn south (16 m.) into trail to Rainbow Lake. Trail comes
out on north side of lake (18 m.); Clifford’s Rainbow Lake Camps (Kokadjo, Maine) are on
south side of Lake. Follow shore around north and south shores of lake to outlet dam (22 m.) of
Rainbow Lake. (Camp road of _____miles from dam to Clifford’s Camps on south shore.
Rainbow Mountain to the south of Rainbow Lake.)
From Rainbow Lake outlet follow trail approximately five miles down Rainbow Stream to
MacDougall’s Camps (27 m.) at head of Nahmakanta Lake. (Mrs. Robert McDougall, Norcross,
Maine; camps reached from Pemadumcook Lake via third and fourth Debsconeag Lakes; see
*map in camp folder; phone line extends 4 miles from head of lake (MacDougall’s Camps) to
dam at foot of Lake and tote-road; Nesuntabunt Mountain west of Lake down Nahmakanta
Stream.)
From Nahmakanta are two possible routes: Route 1 leads over Wadleigh Mountain with Forest
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road to north may require cutting trail. Route 2 leads by Lower Jo Merry Lake with side trail to
Jo Merry Mountain.
Data for Route 1 are: From MacDougall’s Camps follow tote-road to near outlet Pollywog Pond
then between Pollywog and Wadleigh Ponds past camp on west side Wadleigh, then up outlet
Female Pond to the Pond and up Farrar brook tote-road (Farrar Mountain west). From some
point on road strike up for Lookout on Wadleigh Mountain. Follow Forest Service telephone
line and trail south to Kokadjo road. Go east on Kokadjo road 8 miles to Berry’s Camps on
Yoke Ponds.
Route 2: From MacDougall’s Camps follow telephone wire and rough trail along north side
Nahmakanta Lake to outlet dam. Cross Nahmakanta outlet dam and follow tote-road down
stream 5 m. to head of Pemadumcook Lake (on opposite shore of lake is G. N. P. “White
House”). From head of Pemadumcook lake (32 m.) series of roads must be connected to reach
Leon Potter’s Camps ( m.) on Lower Jo Merry Lake. (Some clearing may be necessary here; in
1924 W. D. Greene with Potter followed roads to foot of Nahmakanta Stream from head of
Lower Jo Merry Lake—went by boat from Potter’s Camps to head of Lower Jo Merry Lake.)
From Potter’s Camps on Jo Merry follow excellent trail which leads south to Cooper Brook and
then west along Cooper Brook. At Church Pond ( m.) {Marginal hand note: “5 miles to Church
from Potter’s”} 4 or 5 miles from Potter’s, pass fine outlying camp (Potter’s). At some point on
Cooper Brook road side trail, maintained by Potter, leads to summit of Jo Merry Mountain
(magnificent view). Continue on Cooper Brook road to Crawford Pond ( m.) {Marginal hand
note: “almost 6”} Cross dam outlet of Crawford Pond (old lumber camps nearby) and continue
south and west 1 mile farther to Kokadjo automobile road. Turn west on Kokadjo automobile
road and in 2 1/2 miles reach (at m.) Yoke Pond (camps of Charles Berry, Kokadjo, Maine) on
west shore of ponds.
(From Yoke Ponds the next objective is Pleasant River West Branch. The connection, here
described, may require further clearing or some new trail construction.)
From Yoke Ponds follow Berry’s trail south-west to Boardman Ponds. From Boardman Ponds
follow old Berry pack-horse trail across outlet of Mud Pond (one of the Roach series) {Marginal
hand note: “about 5 to head”} [This “Mud Pond” is now named “Sixth Roach Pond”.], skirting
its western shore to the foot and continue. {Footnote: “For route from Yoke Pond south to East
Branch Pleasant River then west up East Branch Pleasant River see Purington Map.”} Skirt
north side of West Branch Ponds and reach ( m.) {Marginal hand note: “about 8 from head to
Potter’s”} Chadwick Camps on east side of West Branch Ponds (Fred M. Chadwick, Kokadjo,
Maine). (This pack-horse road was formerly good as far as flowage on Big Spring Brook.
Chadwick had cut a trail across this flowage but for a mile and a half the route was through “fir
blight”, difficult to keep open.)
From West Branch Ponds the Trail follows an old road down the West Branch of Pleasant River
through its spectacular “Gulf” (for an account of this region, see Hubbard’s “Guide to
Moosehead Lake and Northern Maine”, 4th ed.) with a side trail to Whitecap. (This side trail on
the north slope of Whitecap is the Maine Forest Service trail to the lookout tower from the West
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Branch Ponds. There is no trail from the West Branch to Whitecap up its southern slope and
where some of the old lumber roads, such as up White Brook, extended to the summit, the route
across Whitecap would entirely miss the “Gulf”. To include both outstanding features the side
trail to Whitecap seems preferable.)
From West Branch Ponds (Chadwick’s) a wide road leads down the River. Cross the dam at the
outlet of Big Lyford Ponds. Go through spectacular Pleasant River Gulf along tote-road. The
“Gulf” commences 2 miles below Little Lyford Brook outlet (Sherburne’s Camps). {Marginal
hand note: “Sherburne sold out, new names. See Maine Woods.”} (Back of Little Lyford Pond
are Baker and Indian Mountains.) {Marginal hand note: “Wonderful view of Baker and Slide
from river road.”} At its beginning is the “Indian Head”. On Hay Brook [Actually, Screw Augur
Falls are on Gulf Hagas Brook, not Hay Brook.] a short distance above the “Hermitage”, are
Screw Augur Falls {“on road”}. At Hay Brook, a mile above the Hermitage, by going down to
river, crossing foot-bridge, trail affords a cut-off between West Branch tote-road and road to
Long Pond Camps. Cars may be driven from Katahdin Iron Works Five miles up the West
Branch; {“about 2 mi.to York’s”, “Estimate P. R. distance from map sent”} it is 4 miles farther
to York’s Long Pond Camps.
At the “Hermitage” on the West Branch, ford stream and follow road 2 miles to York’s Camps at
head of Long Pond (Ralph E. York, Katahdin Iron Works; camps of Will Dorr at foot of Long
Pond).
The next section of the route will require 6 miles of trail construction to include a series of 4
outstanding peaks, Chairback, Columbus, Barren and Boarstone Mountains. All afford
spectacular views.
From York’s Camps follow trail to Chairback Ponds and on to mountain. New trail must be cut
to Boarstone over Columbus and Barren. From Barren the trail will slab down west side of the
mountain to “Slugundy” on Long Pond stream. Follow tote-road up Long Pond Stream to the
State road {at Bodfish Farm accommodations obtainable} (to be extended to head of Lake
Onawa). Follow State road to Bodfish school, then trail to Boarstone summit. From summit
follow Forest Service trail down to Moore’s fox farm. Follow private road to Bodfish Siding on
C. P. R. R. and Maine Highway No. 105.
II. MAINE HIGHWAY No. 105 to MT. BIGELOW
This route is that developed by Forest Supervisor Robert M. Stubbs, Augusta, Maine (see letter
to M. H. Avery, May 4, 1932). In this connection, see the Stratton, Dead River, The Forks,
Pierce Pond and Bingham topographic sheets of the U. S. Geological Survey; Maine Forest
Service Parlin Pond District, Dead River District, Forestry District maps and Maine Forest
Service Bigelow, Pleasant Pond, Moxie Bald Fire Tower maps.
From Bodfish Siding go 1 m. south on highway No. 105 (Monson is miles farther south on
Maine Highway No. 105). Connection with Blanchard will undoubtedly have to be made over
roads {?}. (Route up Bald road along Little Wilson—80 ft. falls—seems too far north. S. S.
Philbrick is to investigate this connection.)
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From Blanchard on B. & A. R. R. follow Forest Service telephone line and trail to Moxie Bald
Mountain with lookout tower. Follow trail down west slope to Joe’s Hole at head of Moxie
Lake, and on Maine Central R. R. Follow railroad track north 4 miles to “Narrows” of Moxie
Lake. Follow trail and telephone line over Hedgehog Mountain to lookout tower on Pleasant
Pond Mountain. Follow trail down west slope, past beautiful Pleasant Pond. Road is passable
for automobiles and leads into hard-surface U. S. No. 201 in Carratunk Plantation. Follow hardsurface road south for 6 miles along east shore of Wyman Lake to point opposite Carrying Place
Stream outlet. Method of ferrying across Kennebec to be worked out. Follow tote-road up
Carrying Place Brook (old Arnold trail). Camps on East and West Carry Ponds. Come into
Dead River road and follow Forest Service trail to Mt. Bigelow.
III. MT. BIGELOW TO GRAFTON NOTCH
For a proposed route through this section, see article by Arthur C. Comey in Appalachia, Feb.
1926, p. 176 and June, 1931, pp. 67-90 (obtainable from Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy
Street, Boston, Mass.)
Undated (“Friday”) letter from Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [From Avery’s 6/21
response, I’m guessing that this was written on 17 June, 1932.] [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Am sending you a map. Called in my friend Gene [Charles] Tefft, sculptor of the Bangor
Lumbering group [the Peirce Memorial in front of the Bangor Public Library], who lives close
by the other night. Knew he had this map. I had a blue print of it but damn if I can find it.
Inexcusable. So you will have to take good care of it and return it as soon as possible. You
could make a photostat if you wished. Shirley - Monson - Elliotsville - Willamantic all right.
Pay no attention to the rest of it, all wrong. You will see there’s a road from Shirley to a branch
of the Little Wilson. Where does the Trail come in to here? By the way, one thing has puzzled.
You are a lawyer. What is the state law about spotting and clearing lines over the lumber co’s
land. If I spotted and cleared a line along the Little Wilson, what might arise. What of this
contingency in putting the Trail thru. All my best. Send ‘em along. Hope all is well with the
family.
Yours in haste,
Undated (“Monday”) letter from Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [From context, I’m
guessing that this was written on Monday, June 20, 1932.] [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Yours r’cd. Also all you sent to the Club as they have a forwarding order. For the love of Mike!
Tell me something about yourself. How are you getting along. Must be hot down there. Hope
you get away once in a while. Do you ever see Farrell. Am at camp getting straightened out.
Keep going from morning until night. Great weather, but now rains. Fires starting already.
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Somehow I look for a dry summer. The Robins who raised a family on John’s porch have sent
them on their way. I couldn’t work over there until they got thru. They would scold hell out of
me when I went over. Saw Walter Arnold the other night and got his Pleasant River map. Mine
which I sent you some time ago is so frayed and faded it’s difficult. He tells me he understands
Randall is still alive and lives in Milo, and you can obtain copies from him for 50 cents. His map
is very accurate, with the exception of the S.W. corner. Big Spring is also closer to the Hinckley
Road instead of the map location. As you see it’s the source of the East Branch Pleasant River.
His trail also hits the foot of Mud Pond and you round the west side to the outlet. Cranberry bog
and junipers. It does not go to the head as on map. Altho there may be old road there. With the
exception of the fir blight [fir killed by the spruce budworm epidemic] this trail is rather
attractive and woodsy. A way may be found around the fir blight. I’m wondering if you’ve
heard from Chadwick or will. I found him when he opened up, a very nice fellow and active
enough when he moved but usually he seems slack and inert. Had a good set of camps and good
fishing too. I’ll attend to this in July. Will probably go in by way of Kokadjo (motor boat) and
go then to Berry’s. The wise thing would be to hire Chadwick to go thru as far as the beaver
flowage which is close by Big Spring. We could spot a trail then that far and maybe avoid the fir
blight from the flowage. It’s simple enough. Mud Pond used to be excellent fishing. Wonder if
you’ve heard from Berry. An old hickory bark woodsman. Independent as hell but a great friend
if he likes you. A character. Looks as if there were Indian in him. Don’t believe he’s very
strong at letter writing. Used to have good fishing. Gets a lot of trade from the auto road, a bad
one through rocky burnt country. That’s why 8 miles in to the Wadleigh trail wouldn’t be so
good. They have a gate on the G. N. (auto road) at Berry’s. Shutting off cars beyond that. Foot
travel tho can go thru. Berry lets me thru so you can drive as far as the road to Crawford dam. I
wrote long letters Sat. to York at Long Pond, and Potter. I used the good argument that if they
spotted these lines this summer, York from his trail to the bluff. Potter to N. S. It would no
doubt throw the Trail their way. But little Wallie always looks ahead. Wonder if we are going
to get all the camp owners to see the benefit. They are a peculiar tribe. Like a Missouri mule
they are liable to back up. “Wal” maybe this trail will show the natives an easy way into our
fishing country! The native has been their bete noir in cleaning them out as you know. As I
said, what is your idea, to go in the Chairbacks by way of Arnolds. It’s a big loop with little
gained. Below the Hermitage the road is uninteresting. K. I. W. a 1/2 dozen houses and a ruined
foundry. Ore Mt. a low height. Good view on it above I. W. 3 miles buckboard rd. to Arnold’s.
He Xs by boat. A trail would have to cut around the pond to the inlet (I think). Also from
Chairback Pond to the cliffs. (Scrub laurel spruce rough as hell). Will write Philbrick. Also see
Davis and John Bodfish soon. Will no doubt hear from Potter. Will no doubt spend a few days
there in Aug. but I think we should put this line thru before then. Plenty of energy but erratic.
Nice fellow if handled right. I had a talk with John Leavitt, native here, last night. He traps
Little Wilson, Shirley, and Moxie region. Says there is a road to the source of Little Wilson
(Shirley bog or west bog) from the Greenville Rd. Not long. Mile and a half. Will get around
there when Gil comes and scout it out. Says he was up part of the Little Wilson a year ago.
Found good trail as far as he went. Says old road parallels it. That is my recollection. Knows
the Moxie Rd. to Blanchard from Bald as he calls it. Says there is a road from Lake Moxie
(good) (Sandy Stream Road). Comes all the way into Shirley. Has a map. Will see him where
he lives and get more of this. You speak of Blanchard then up by roads to Bodfish. Long route,
uninteresting country rds. If you turn north when you reach Blanchard, 4 or 5 miles in the
Greenville rd. you will reach Shirley. From there you can pick up the Little Wilson. I should
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judge 9 or 10 miles along it to the auto road. Should link up this to Bodfish most of it back road
attractive with sharp rise to Bodfish Siding. This route would not be any longer in my
impression than roads from Blanchard. If you miss the Little Wilson you will miss one of the
most attractive links. The falls and gorge are one of the finest in the state. As the Trail is scenic
why travel country roads. It’s for all time. This map (Pleasant River) must come back as soon
as possible. You speak of hitting the Chairback Mts. Unless you go by way of Arnold’s you
will really not touch them. See little gained thereby as you will get all you want from top of
Columbus. Same outlook. Davis can plot the Barren Boarstone route. The latter with the
School House Trail is simple. From what I know of Moore he would be for the trail. His place
is closed. He fur farms in California now. High class, wealthy man. I want to know personally
about the Barren-Chairback-Columbus route, and have to scout it out. I’ve marked Arnold’s
trail. Don’t see how you could cross it. There’s a rough auto rd. from Brownville to Iron Works.
One can auto they tell me as far as the White Cap White Brook. That road continues up White
Brook somewheres to foot White Cap. You might get to top that way. Continue along the long
spur of White Cap running east and come into Berry’s red trail from B. to Yoke. No doubt tho
would mean a great deal of cutting and would cut off the Gulf. One of the first parts of the trail,
like-wise shut out the non-climbers. The trail by way of Big Spring to Mud is the only practical
way thru. I found this out. You could go from Long Pond to E.C. Pond (rough trail) and out
across top of Chairback to W. C. Pond. That’s all for today. Enough. Must get to work. (This is
work.) Hope all is well with you. Must go to primaries today and vote for Burleigh Martin,
Governor, a fisherman he says, for the guides, according to a letter he wrote me. (Yes!
politicians.) [Note: The Maine primary was held on 20 June 1932.] Tomorrow go to Dovey
[Dover-Foxcroft], stay with Arnolds, rise at 4 AM Wed. (great!) and go to Brunswick to see Gil
graduate. Let me know what you think. Your things advanced.
June 20, 1932. Harry Davis, Chief Fire Warden, Monson, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir—
Since writing you last we have had a very bad fire over in the Bald Mt. section. The burn was
about 8000 acres the first afternoon—fire starting about noon on May 16 and running about 5
miles East. We established a defence line that night and checked the progress of the fire by
Tues. night it only moved about 1/2 mile Tues. It was a bad one and we used 185 men on the
east line making about 500 used to surround the fire. It burned over the north portion of Bald
Mt. but did not come within 1/2 miles of the Look-Out Sta.
In regard to Mr. Moore will say that his father lived in Phil. or rather Haddenfield close by his
business was a Banker in Phil. but of late the young man of whom you inquire had made his
residence in Cal. his address is R. T. Moore—R. R. No. 1 Box 28 A Pasadena, Cal.
You will pass onto Borestone over his private road and by his abandoned Fox Ranch (He has a
nice place about half way up the Mt. but no one there of late)
There is a good trail over Bald Mt. and down the fire line to Blanchard however when you arrive
there it is gravel roads for 15 miles to Borestone unless you wished to cut across from Bald Mt.
dam to Little Moxie pond (new trail) then over old trail to Shirley Mills and then new trail
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several miles then old abandoned stage road to Elliotsville bridge across Little Wilson near the
mouth then on up to the Moore road up Borestone same as from Blanchard unless you are
particular about these gravel roads the route will be much better by way of Blanchard. Now
from Borestone we can go over an old road that will have to be bushed and spotted about 1 1/2
miles to the Bodfish Auto road then down this 1 mile to the Bodfish farm (a handsome place as
far as nature is concerned) then up the Long Pond tote road to Slugundy then make a new trail
over Barren and on holding the heights of this Mt. range across Columbus and the Chairbacks
down to West Chairback pond (which is good fishing and very high) then from there you have a
trail to York’s camps on Long Pond and from there a tote road all the way to West Branch ponds
in back of White Cap and from these camps there is a trail up the fire line to the top of White
Cap. It will be better for me to leave you here as those woodsmen over to branch ponds know
every inch of the woods and could inform you better than I can just which way to turn but it is
my opinion that you can go straight out through to Jo Mary Mt. and Cooper brook and on down
the lumber roads to the Penobscot trail up the river and on to Katahdin if you so wish there is
also another route up to Rainbow Lake (rather flat but many lakes) then over the ridge down to
the Penobscot and then up or down as you like by this route you will hit the trail about half way
between Hunts Camps on Kidney pond one way and Rapogenus dam the other.
Mr. Shailer Philbrook has just arrived and will take up his work right off in to the K. Iron Works
as head quarters. He is here with us at present (nice chap he is and I hope he will get somewhere
in the end) he has gone over this route with me quite in detail and we think that the Barren trail
will be the thing. There is some 6 to 7 miles of new trail to clear and spot and I am going to
make an estimate of $100.00 to clear it as it should be and spot and paint over these Mts. from
where you leave the L. Pond tote road to W. Chairback pond. (this is a wild and wonderful
country)
My son who is a experienced forester will help on this work if you proceed with the job as he is
both able and interested and has been all over that country.
If there is anything that I can do for you just call on and I am only too glad to be of any service
possible.
June 21, 1932. Myron Avery to Shailer Philbrick
Dear Philbrick:
I am enclosing a photostatic copy of a map of Elliotsville and vicinity, 1919, which shows a
possible connection between Blanchard and Bodfish Siding by way of Lake Hebron and Monson
Pond.
In your investigation, I wish you would try to see what sort of connection this would make and
where that telephone line over Moxie Bald would hit the road in Blanchard.
I have written Walter Greene at Sebec Lake about you and I hope that as soon as you get in that
region you can have a conference with him and the two Davis men, with a view of working out a
route over the mountains. As soon as you can tell me what Davis will do the job for, I will see if
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we can find the necessary funds. I hope that they won’t go on the principal that here is an
opportunity to stick some city people, because what I can raise would be decidedly limited and I
know from past experience about how much time the job would require.
June 21, 1932. Myron Avery to Walter Greene
Dear Walter:
I am returning your map, which is most valuable. I have had photostat copies made of it. It
shows us how a connection can be made between Blanchard and Bodfish Siding. I judge that
these are dirt roads and presume that you will investigate.
I should soon be having some replies to my letters to the Maine Sporting Camp proprietors.
As far as I know, if the Lumber Company owner objected, one would simply be a trespasser and
subject to treatment as such. It is a negligible risk and by having the fire wardens take the
initiative, there is a cover of State action, which would be most useful in getting the trail out over
the four mountains.
I hope that you, Davis and Philbrick can work out a satisfactory route and that young Davis will
be disposed to do the job for an amount for which I can raise the necessary funds. I am keeping
you informed and you will do the same.
June 22, 1932. Myron Avery to Arthur Comey
Dear Arthur:
I am pleased to have your letter of June 21st. I congratulate you on it. It covers many matters as
to which I hoped to see some activity and the recognition that I have put in some time and effort
to other than creating antagonisms is more satisfactory in my efforts to labor with other people. I
did resent the way reaction to my efforts to prevent an unfortunate situation continuing in
Massachusetts through your being misinformed as to the extent of Sisk’s activities. Of course I
like him very much; enjoyed my trip of last fall; know his abilities but he is useless at that job.
He works alone—when at all. Consequently after having seen the ground I know more than
others could tell me—what he hadn’t accomplished.
I wish you could keep me posted as to what happens in Mass. What became of the request to the
Greylock Commissioners and the Highway Dept.? Having spent some effort there I like to keep
informed. Perhaps you can send me carbons.
I did not know if you had notified Dickson and the result. Another year perhaps we can go back
to my suggestion and have the N. E. T. C. ask the Berkshire Chapter to take it over. This was
Dickson’s idea and I suppose Payson must feel the same way or Dickson would have said so.
That gives real permanence. I would like to suggest that you continue out your sounding out
process and lay the proposal now before the Berkshire Chapter for 1933. You have the energetic
backing of Newton and Payson now.
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Your letter did not comment on the Proposed route in Maine. I believe the compilation of value
to anyone who wants to work on the scheme. I have two folders of valuable maps. Just know
[sic] I have acquired a valuable map of Elliotsville and one of Pleasant River. Unfortunately
they must be photostated and returned. Their value is thereby greatly reduced. If you have any
facilities for getting better copies tell me. I shall try to get you one of Philbrick’s maps of the
Boarstone region. I also keep a file of correspondence. With my summary, maps and
correspondence this matter could be picked up by any interested parties. Herein lies the value of
this advance work. Over a period of time data, information and maps will come to light which
will otherwise be unavailable. I shall correct and reissue the summary as soon as inquiries about
doubtful matters come in. I have just learned of a trail up the south side of White Cap. Perhaps
this means alternative routes—one up Pleasant River and the other up over the Mountain, joining
at West Branch Ponds. My present effort is to determine what gaps exist. The only one seems to
be at Jo Merry. I think these can be connected by Greene’s efforts with Potter. But here is the
problem. We want Boarstone, Barren, Columbus, Chairback in. Here is a contiguous group of
peaks which will make the Trail. No mistake about it. Every photo, every report magnifies my
enthusiasm. You should see how those peaks stand out under the spectroscope in the aerial
photos. They will make the Trail. But this is beyond the scope of amateur cutting. Now
Philbrick and Green know these peaks and just where it should go to get the best views and
location. It can be made good. Now there is available the son of Fire Warden Davis, who really
knows this country. Last year working for $100 a month he put in the 10 mile trail from Moxie
Bald to Blanchard which we shall use in coming east from Moxie. He guided for Philbrick last
year. This year he is home with nothing to do. He is also a U. of Maine Graduate. Now
Philbrick and Green will go with Davis and spot a location. There will be 6 or 7 miles of hard
cutting. Philbrick will write me then what Davis will cut it for. Now frankly our only hope in
getting this thing through and making a real trail of it is to get this done. Having the work done
locally by the Fire Warden’s son would take care of the problem township. I would have it well
blazed and marked with paint—for maintenance of any Maine Trail will be difficult. Now here is
where you come in. The N. E. T. C. has ample funds. It wants to put the Maine link thru. I
believe that $50 to $75 would do this. Perhaps if the A. M. C. is going to Katahdin Iron Works
next year they would contribute $25 as a camp expense for having these trails open. Otherwise
the region would be of no use to them. If you won’t go along with me on this, hopes for Maine
are at an end. Please don’t try to tell me that local groups must cut this. Now I think it much
better to get it done this year with Green and Philbrick available to check up than to wait when
the fellow might not be there. If this cut out a through route of high order is possible.
I know Wright and have had several letters from him about his scheme. If he gets anyone to
finance him he will start at the southern end.
Schairer and I, as I said, plan to make a Maine trip in 1933. One can’t guess what conditions will
be then. We can only plan and hope. At any rate our time will be short. I see that we must
concentrate on Section 1. Now I think it foolish in the extreme for us to combine forces when by
dividing when we do much more. If you would only take from Bigelow to Monson over section
2 and thoroughly mark and prepare Guidebook description for it, we would have made a great
progress and could give it a lot of publicity. If we combine we will have only a short area done
and it would string out for years for each section is a summer’s job. You could continue over the
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Boarstone group to Pleasant River in order to see what had been done. Now lest you think I am
skimming the cream and taking the better section I would say that I would offer you your choice
but for the fact that Greene will go over Section 1 and of course the thing is to have him with me.
He probably won’t have the desire to do it with other people. It seems obvious that I should take
this. If we can get any one to take a party we can do more work, by further division.
It wasn’t entirely inadvertence that I failed to say anything about Maine. You know as much as I
do. I have sent you reports of all interested people. You know what they have done. I really
can’t suggest anyone. If you want a Maine official—with some official designation—I suppose
Stubbs has done as much as anyone.
Who did you mean by the local man from the Pittsfield Boy Scouts?
I still can’t get any satisfactory information or data from the Green Mountain Club about
Sherburne Pass to Barnard Gulf road (16 miles) where D. O. C. description stops. I can’t find
out if their new Guide will take it in. Ross can’t locate his data or tell where he sent it. Can’t get
any reply from the Guidebook editors. Fearing bad marking I may miss the route and get wrong
data. This I want to avoid. The D. O. C. book is a miracle now. I have studied it and worked
out the route. Sent you yesterday letters explaining it. Now I think this business of what trails
we can use is the ghost of what has come up before and was laid by Sawyer action in putting up
the A. T. markers. I can follow his route—a through trail. Now it may be that the D. O. C. book
won’t be available to the general public and for policy reasons it seems to me wise to refer to it
and have our own through description which will be practically the same as theirs. You will note
that it takes a lot of study to work out the through route from that book. The description
shouldn’t be long. I believe it necessary to have our separate description of the direct continuous
route showing through connections to Green Mountains. I, however, don’t want to go to the
trouble of writing it if you don’t want to use it. Should it be both ways? This is real labor and I
only want to do it if it fills an order. All this costs money too—typing, postage, etc. If the D. O.
C. book isn’t for general sale it would complicate matters and it doesn’t connect. No price is
indicated.
The Massachusetts data is in final form as far as I am concerned. Newton and Dickson may have
some corrections after the July 4th trip. If so I will send them in. I have nothing more to add. I
wrote up the best generalized statement that I could work out. If it can be improved, do so. I
have no feeling of pride in it. Rewrite it if you wish. I do want to see the summary sections kept
in it. They help in planning trips. There is repetition at section connections about approaches
and accommodations. As each may be used separately this is unavoidable to give complete
information.
I have sent under separate cover a story which I hoped can be used to give the Trail in Mass.
general publicity. If I don’t get any corrections in a week I shall pass it on to Appalachia and let
it stay there.
Perhaps a Mass. map for Guidebook can be used with the story too. It is my plan to finish
getting the Ver. and N. H. data before our August trip.
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I agree that the Conn. chapter—without maps—is all that is needed there. You have this. Mass.
will need a new map. What is your thought on this? You have the topographic sheets with the
map plotted on them. I will try to get the Trail route from Sherburne Pass on the topographic
sheets. Perhaps the D. O. C. would loan the cut for its general trail map. I think Maine must be
treated much like my summary. The proposed route. You write out Section 3. I can rewrite
Sections 2 and 3 in the fall or when needed. Use your map-cut available. Perhaps we can sketch
route on some other general map. Sent you some U. S. Engineer’s sheets which I thought would
be useful for this. Don’t you think that to increase the value and sale of book we should refer to
little as necessary—perhaps limit to A. M. C. and Green Mt. Perhaps for Conn. we could
arrange to put the Conn. map in folder or borrow cut. Heermance should contribute this
assistance. Their descriptive folder doesn’t add much to the chapter. There must be an
introduction setting out clearly what one needs to buy elsewhere.
I have written at great length and with much error but I have cleared my mind of many matters I
wanted to talk to you of. The tone of your last letter was an improvement over the other and I
felt more disposed to open up on all these things. Hope you can wade thru all this.
Couch’s last activity was to call on Dickson for a report.
June 22, 1932. Myron Avery to Alfred Edgerly
Dear Mr. Edgerly:
You may remember some months ago a discussion at the Club House with respect to the
intended 1933 August Camp in the vicinity of Katahdin Iron Works. I am wondering if this is
still the intention of the Excursions Committee.
In connection with the proposed route of the Appalachian Trail across Maine, I have acquired a
great deal of information about the mountains accessible from Katahdin Iron Works, such as
Boarstone, Barren, Chairback, Columbus, Whitecap, Baker, and Jo Merry. I also have some
detailed maps of that region which are probably not accessible to the Committee. In the event
that you still plan the summer camp, I should be very glad to bring my data to Boston when I am
next in that vicinity.
Copied to Comey
June 23, 1932. Frank Hinckley to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your letter of June 15, describing trails “Katahdin to Maine Highway #105.”
I am sorry for delay in furnishing various information asked for, but as this requires personal
attention in making proper location and description of existing roads, trails, etc., I have put it off
until able to do so. I imagine I shall be able to complete maps and descriptions by another week.
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June 23, 1932. Myron Avery to Arthur Comey
Dear Arthur:
Perhaps you are struggling still with my long letter.
Please return the enclosed. It indicates that there is no Guide data in the Long Trail Guide. I am
told that it should be out by July 1st. The map may help but I have the route traced on
topographic sheets.
As soon as the newest trail cutter in the Avery family returns home I shall make my trip.
I hope you will feel disposed to work with me and try to raise money for cutting that trail. I have
a letter now telling me that they would do it for $100. The advantages of getting it marked and
painted by the Fire Warden is too obvious for comment. No problems of land ownership.
Boarstone might be troublesome. They do this; the warden gives it sort of a public status. My
idea was to save trouble by having them mark the dirt roads from Blanchard to Bodfish Siding
over the four peaks down to the tote-road on the West Branch Pleasant River. From there we
will have smooth sailing. Use the tote-road for a long ways. Green will make two trips, one to
see Potter about a connection around Jo Merry and the other between West Branch Ponds and
Cooper Brook Road. If J. P. were now alive with such progress I know he would have this done.
I can’t overemphasize the value to getting a route through in Maine of having this done. It
means success. I would have the work and route subject to Green’s checking. Perhaps if the
A.M.C. summer camp goes to Katahdin Iron Works they would put in $25 to have the trails open
for Club use. It takes in all the peaks available from the Iron Works. Would not the Steering
Committee of the N.E.T.C. be authorized to pass on this. If we could get $50 from them, $25
from A.M.C. perhaps we can raise the balance among ourselves. What a boost this would be to
the project. But we can’t let it remain idle and we shall have to do something about it at once.
LETS GO. Let me hear from you.
June 24, 1932. Leon Potter, The Antlers Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am sorry to be so late in returning your map. I have been away for a time and my mail was not
all forwarded.
There is an old toat road from here to Nahmakanta stream (about 5 miles) about half of this is
overgrown but I would say that to make an ordinary woods trail it would not require much work.
This same road continues on up the stream to Nahmakanta Lake and McDougal’s Camp. This
part would be in good condition as it is used every year.
It is not necessary to boat across this lake. The old road goes all the way. I use the boat to save a
two mile walk. The Cooper Brook toat road is in good condition from here to Yoke Pond. It is
used some every year. The trail up Jo Mary Mt. leaves this toat road about 1 mile from Church
Pond. It should be in fair condition as it is thru good country.
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The old Millinocket road runs from Cooper Brook to the town of Millinocket. It was used as a
winter road only. About three miles of the route I mention would be on this road.
I shall be glad to help this project in any way I can.
{Marginal note in Avery’s hand: “Sounds good. Now to get some cutting on this.”}
June 24, 1932. Shailer Philbrick to Myron Avery [on stationery of The Waterville Iron Works,
Webber & Philbrick, Iron Founders and Machinists, Waterville, Maine but sent from Katahdin
Iron Works]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter and its accompanying “proposed route” reached me at Waterville, but I was as
usually is the case in the last minute rush of getting everything set for the field and haven’t found
time to answer it until now.
Since then I have been to Monson and stayed over night with Harry Davis and talked with him
and his son, Lyman, whom I mentioned to you in Washington. Lyman made a rough guess at
$100.00 as the cost of cutting that trail from Sloughgundy to West Chairback Pond from which
as you know there is a trail to York’s camps. I believe after gazing at that Chairback range from
this side and also from Houston Pond at the Arnold Camps that that figure is too low. However
it is the best at present. Harry Davis said that he was going to write you so I’ll let him give you
his impressions with out repeating mine. I haven’t as yet been up on the Chairback range but
hope to go up tomorrow from the Hermitage, descending on the south side to Houston Pond and
then back to K.I. for the night. I talked yesterday to Mrs. Arnold who said that you had written
to her husband regarding the trail. It is my feeling that he is the best person in this part of the
region to advise you on the route from Barren to Katahdin. I think that his advice will be sound
and worth following.
[First page surrounded by hand-written notes, probably by Walter Greene:] { “I wrote him some
time ago. Haven’t heard. Going to be difficult probably to see him now. Maybe can arrange it
thru Davis when I see him. He uses the word lousy. Maybe he’s human.” “If Davis will cut all
this for $100.00 it does sound reasonable. But I’ll get a cue on it when I see it.” “You failed to
send me Davis letter yesterday as you said in your letter. Send it along. Am anxious to see it.”
“Arnold knows some of the country we cross well. Not all.”}
Let me know in time and I shall be glad to let you have the maps at cost.
Regarding the proposed route: I saw Stubbs in Augusta and without having been over this
country but having looked over the topo sheets think that his route is good.
About this K.I. country: You say that cars can be driven 5 miles up the West Branch. That is
correct, but it took us two hours and more to go the 11 or 12 miles from Brownville Jct. to K.I. in
my Ford and it was lousy old tote road and this has been a dry season. My point is this: it is
going to be impossible for hikers to drive their own cars up to Hermitage {Marginal note: “If
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people come in by the I.W. they could easily walk to York’s at Long Pond in a day. Good road.”
“Know nothing of this. Why? When by going by way of York’s they have a fine picturesque trail
with no cutting to do.”} because most of them won’t be able to get their cars into K.I. from down
river. However they can come up on the Ford converted R.R. train to K. I. and then be driven
the next five miles at a nominal cost of three dollars, quotation of above date.
There is an old trail which leads from the Hermitage direct to East Chairback Pond but there is
no connecting trail between that and West Ch. Pd. I am going over that trail tomorrow if it
doesn’t rain as it has more or less for the last two days. The trail goes down Long Pond Stream
from Sloughgundy to the head of the Lake. {Marginal notes in two different hand writings
,Avery and Greene?: “This is beyond White Brook.” “(Yes, I know.)” “Doesn’t he mean ‘up’?
Probably means from Slougundy to head of Onawa Lake. L. P. road comes into Long Pond St.
foot of lake at Dam.”}
Lyman seemed much interested in the project and Harry Davis waxed eloquent as he does on
provocation. I believe that if you have the money Lyman will cut the trail for you after it has
been scouted.
I shall be here at the great town of K. I. for the next three months except when the work begins to
gripe and then I shall probably take a few week ends off, however I may be off in camp for a
couple of weeks at a time so write well ahead if you want to hear anything before a certain date.
June 24, 1932. Arthur Comey to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Am off tomorrow for some actual trail work with my fellow members of the Chocorua Mountain
Club. My wife will bring up mail reaching here through Tuesday, then I’ll not get anything at
this address until July 7th. I haven’t had time to go over your article in detail, but have one
concrete suggestion to make from the first reading, —it is only fair to those who worked three to
five years ago to give them due credit, at least by adding that “Enthusiasm had been aroused and
initial opening along the route completed at several unconnected points by a number of local
activities. At the time, however, there was no one group organized locally that could put through
the connecting links. After the recently formed Berkshire Chapter got on its feet its interest was
directed more and more to this work, and it is now energetically pushing the remaining sections
to completion this season (or if you wish to stretch a point, —it has energetically completed the
trail this season.).
Do you think that your general descriptive portion of the article, omitting or condensing the first
page or so, would be an effective introduction to your detailed guide-book description for our
guide? I am impressed by the need of getting the casual reader into the book by some such easy
stage as this. Of course, we would not print it before your article appears wherever you place it,
but might thereupon do so, with proper recognition.
The only effective way with the Greylock Comm’rs is personally in the region,—they are
absolutely inert to official correspondence. However, I did have a direct approach for Dickson
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and Newton through the previous activity of the Conn. Chapter, A.M.C. on the mountain. Here
again, it was essential not to ignore the previous efforts, which opened the way and actually
opened much of the present A.T. on Greylock.
The Highway Dep’t. fiasco is the most unnecessary impasse imaginable. So far as I know the
A.M.C. has never officially requested permission to post their trail signs, many of which are
within the legal highway, and yet there is always the most cordial acceptance of their doing so,
without committing anyone to any set policy. However, a fellow member of my Executive
Committee, Mass. Federation of Planning Boards, knows Lyman (Public Works Comm.) well,
and I think there again Dickson may be able to meet Lyman, who lives in Springfield, and
straighten the mess out. Any letters I might write would be worse than useless, politics being
what it is hereabouts, and Lyman being what he is. Otherwise the wisest thing to do will be to
post the trails and wait until someone objects. The public may take down the signs as fast as put
up anyway. Paint marks adequately identified in the guidebook as to exact location are probably
a wise safety measure in all populous regions, signs or none.
You don’t seem to realize that I had already asked Dickson to get the Berkshire Chap. to take
over all portions of the A.T. in Mass. not already sponsored by other agencies. For the latter, and
continuity of interest at the N.E.T.C. relies on its local Committee under Newton.
My objection to the Maine route you outline is the interruptions by water bodies. In practice
these private ferry schemes are very unsatisfactory. The tramper arrives at an uninhabited shore,
as some of yours are, especially Lake Wyman, miles from any one, and no way to signal, or it is
dark, perhaps stormy. However, we do want something of the sort included in our respective
guidebook, as a clue to the advance tramper, such as the one whose letter is enclosed. Do you
care to inform him from Katahdin to the Kennebec?
I see no propriety whatever in the N.E.T.C. or any other outside agency subscribing to the
opening of any trail in Maine for which an adequate sponsor for maintenance is not found. There
has never been much trouble getting trails opened compared to that of maintaining them. There
must be some responsible group in charge, preferably locally interested. If you cannot accept
this view I suggest you write to each member of the N.E.T.C. Steering Committee, stating my
view as above and yours as related to the particular work you favor this summer. Volunteer
cutting is one thing but paid help is another entirely, and will to my mind only postpone any
healthy set up for permanent maintenance. Through your efforts you may point with as much
pride as you can muster to the momentary opening of the entire A.T. from Katahdin to
Ogelthorpe, but if there is nothing to prevent the weak sections growing over, it is a hollow
victory, and in this case at least purchased with too great a sacrifice of enduring values. The few
that will walk over such a through route before it grows up are nothing compared to the many
that will eventually traverse a trail properly maintained over a period of years.
If you do not have the addresses of the Steering Committee, send Sisk six copies, and me one,
and ask him to mail them.
If on the other hand you secure local interest and local financing I consider this advance work
quite proper and quite likely to lead to maintenance under such a local group. It appears to me
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that some of these men whom you are working with might be brought along one step further and
form a nucleus about whom to group a Maine trails activity. If this takes another year it is time
well spent.
Thank you for the Army 1:250,000 maps, though they are of course full of errors from old maps
that should not be perpetuated.
I cannot tell you about any independent work I might do next year. If there were continuous
trails not too readily lost, running from motor to motor point every half day’s march it might be
feasible. My principal reason for accepting your original idea some time back was to have a good
time camping with you and Schairer. I don’t feel any holy zeal to get every last bit of this
scouting done before a particular date. That robs the whole enterprise of any spontaneous
interest.
I believe Newton and I know Sisk know the name of the Pittsfield chap at present active in trail
work. I haven’t it. [sic]
I quite agree that the D.O.C. route is now fixed O.K. for the A.T. and am glad you will have
local guidance. There were no A.T. m. markers where the A.T. crosses a town road just north of
South Pomfret, Vt. I see no objection to including a brief description of the A.T. in our guide to
the A.T., though wherever local guides are available I believe in relying on them,—for many
reasons. If the D.O.C. guide is available to the public that would suffice, with a clue in our guide
as to the page numbers, etc.
If you can’t get your general article on the Mass. trail published before the next Appalachia,
which may not appear in Dec. even,—would it not be more appropriate to run the description as
I noted above, in our guide, and confine the Appalachia note to the more general aspects of it?
Mass. will not only need a new map,—it will also need a basis for the map. The U.S.G.S. sheets
you recently sent me were indefinite at several points. I assume however that Dickson and
Newton can supply the exact route throughout. I then favor something of the sort of map you put
in the P.A.T.C. guide. Don’t you?
P.S. On the enclosed letter Rogers asks about fire permits. Does not the law in Maine require a
non-resident who neither hunts nor fishes to secure the permission of the owner in each case? Is
this not a serious bar to anyone ever traversing the A.T. for any distance?
I do not remember seeing an outline for our guide. How’s this:
Chap. 1, General Introduction
2, Key to all the links in New England
3, A.T. in Conn.
4, A.T. in Mass.
5, A.T. Green Mts. to White Mts. link
6, A.T. in Maine
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This leaves Chap. 1 and maps yet unassigned. Do you care to do Chap. 1?
June 24, 1932. Alfred Edgerly, Boston, Mass. to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Many thanks for your kind letter of 22nd inst. When the time arrives for us to “get down to brass
tacks” in relation to planning an August Camp in Katahdin Iron Works region, it will be a great
boon to us if we can then take advantage of your generous offer of assistance.
I already have some data concerning this region and at least one map. None of this material is
more than “sketchy”. Everything that I can get hold of I am filing away for use—“when the time
comes”. Even now—I should be very glad indeed to learn more concerning the data you have on
the region in question.
Our Committee is ready to seriously consider “K. I.” region—just as soon as general conditions
become more favorable. This would be a fairly expensive trip for our members, and the time is
not yet ripe for offering it. All of our excursions this year reflect inability of our members to
support them as they have done in other years.
And because we can see no marked chance for general improvement within the next year or two
we are planning to make 1933 Camp in Benton, N.H. Have to supply an inconsistent demand for
a visit to that end of the White Mts.
We have not abandoned our plan to visit “K. I.”; it is continually in mind and when conditions
become better we shall hope to move in there.
Again thanking you for your offer to assist. I am
Very truly yours,
Undated (“Saturday”) letter from Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [From context, I am
guessing that this was written on 25 June, 1932.] [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Been over to the cabin of mine at Buttermilk a couple of days. Thursday had a ten mile hike
looking over an old road. Kind of breaking in. A little tired yesterday but feel fine today. Life in
the old guy yet I guess. Waiting for a letter in answer to those I wrote. Hope you get the time.
No doubt your own game, and the Trail has you hopping this summer. I’ll get going this month.
Am handicapped by not having a car, and don’t want the expense of hiring one. Gil will be up in
a few days with his Ford and I can get around. I want to see Davis at Monson. Got around to
Blanchard and Shirley. Am going to look the Little Wilson route over. Also the roads by way of
Hebron and Monson. Later I want to get to Kokadjo and the Chadwicks. That means getting
down Roach Pond somehow. Later hope to make Jo Merry. All these entail auto rides to save
long cross country hikes. Also am going some to the notch between Barren and Benson. From
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1927-1932 - Compiled by David Field - Page 121

there I can reach Columbus. I’ve from now until about August 20th to make all this so ought to
do it all right. I wrote to Philbrick at Waterville some time ago. Maybe he had left. Would like
to see him. No doubt I will hear from him but it will be more difficult to see him now he is in
the Iron Works. I feel you have not heard from Chadwick, Berry, or McDougall or you would
have sent me the letters. Not strange. I don’t even know whether Charlie could write. I write
him once in a while but never get a reply. A peculiar old fellow but we are good friends. Will
do anything for you if he likes and vice versa. I’d like to know if he thinks well of the trail.
Chadwick is a strange being. I was thru there 3 times before I got to know him. Then he went as
far as Mud Pond with me, and I was surprised to find him intelligent and pleasant. Seems to
have no energy. Slack, but he was terrific when he got going. I believe he knows the country.
Married one of his table girls—French Canadian—a hellion, I believe. Maybe that accounts for
it. I don’t know whether you will hear from him or not. Mrs. McDougal a good girl but there’s
no men worth a damn there. Her daughter married a lazy guide, one of the Boyntons, a boy 18
there, some relation. I stayed there 5 days once. No one seemed to know anything about the
trails or the fishing or to give a darn. Did you hear from Clifford. A continuous trail there would
no doubt have to follow the north shore to the dam, but no doubt it would be worked out so they
could be transported across the lake to use his camp. It’s not far directly across. No doubt a
signal could be arranged on the north shore to attract the camp’s attention. They keep the camps
up and have motor boats—that’s good news from Potter. He’s an intelligent fellow. Lots of
energy but some erratic and independent. (I think it’s good business to give you the nature of
these people whom no doubt you will have lots of contact with.) That seems to solve that
rerouted point and I think wisely. This route seems to me to have so many good points.
Crawford a lovely lake. The Cooper Brook road I always loved. Very few pitches in it. It skirts
the brook a great deal. There’s a set of falls a few rods in not far below Crawford. Brook hardly
a name, a wide brawling stream most of the way with a great view of Jo Merry. Mostly
hardwood. No burnt growth. The good camp at Church large and in a fine setting, good fishing
in this country. Cooper a large, lovely pond dotted with islands, five minutes from the road.
There’s a swampy stretch in this road up toward Mud but Potter avoids it by a cut off to the
driver’s trail on the brook, which comes into the road again. Mud, which the road crosses the
foot, a weird looking sort of pond. Potter’s camp has the prettiest setting of any of the camps
I’ve been in, excellently run and clean. This stretch to Nahmakanta seems simple enough now.
It must cross a bald ridge which runs along the north side of that Jo Merry cove. Nice road
around back of Potter’s which runs to Mud and cuts into this road. I’ve been over it. This is
good. As Potter says, this Millinocket road starts back of Church. He cleared some of it for a
mile and a half about, then spotted a line to Mud at Platt Brook where he keeps a canoe. We
used this for a short cut to his camp. That’s a fine map of Potter’s, where did it come from. Is it
his or yours. Is it possible for me to get a copy. The gap between Potter’s and Nahmakanta is
the only stretch I never had a map of. The Tumble-down Dick road is awful. Great fishing. I
see by Potter’s letter it is your map. Try and get me a copy.
Wish we knew the best way around Nahmakanta. When I first went there, I heard of the Prentiss
Valley road, have an impression it is practical. If some one only could tell us its condition.
Strikes me this may be a much more picturesque route than around the phone line. The
Nahmakanta Stream road is a lovely road thru hard wood. Doesn’t touch the stream much and
pitches up gradually. Gives a splendid view of a very picturesque lake as it comes out at the
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dam. Good camping ground there and a fine trout and salmon pool. Easy traveller could always
telephone into McD’s and be met with a motor boat here. All this would be better than the
Wadleigh route which would miss Jo Merry Mt. The Kokadjo road as I said is burnt rocky and
uninteresting. However, I was willing to go thru to Nahmakanta on this route as you had wished
it. In looking on the map it struck me it might have been better to go by way of Musquash Pond
than by Farrar Brook. The spot that bothers me is from Chadwick’s to Mud Pond. There’s a
couple of blind spots there. The blight growth might be gotten around, it’s a tangle. Perhaps
Chadwick has cleared this trail. It’s been several years since I was there. I hope so. Then the
beaver flowage was difficult, but short. Perhaps they have moved out. The first time I went
around this, by way of Big Spring, came up in a tear and picked up the trail to Mud, which was a
good traveling spotted line. Soft going around Mud to the foot. Cranberry bog. One can keep
back a little. I suppose I must get at this link. Might camp on Mud and take time to work it out
both ways. Seems to me tho the wise thing would be to hire Chadwick to go as far as the Beaver
flowage and spot. It would save lots of time. He knows the country. It would take a day’s work
on his part. If Berry has cleared from the Boardmans to Mud, there will be some sapling growth
to cut here. Not a great job. Berry runs a good camp. Stands well with the Great Northern. He
will be important to us. I will investigate the Little Wilson route, also roads from Blanchard. So
we can talk it over next fall and decide as you wish. By the way, what is Slugundy? A new one
on me. As far as I can see, and I sure investigated, there’s no way north from Pleasant River to
Yoke except by Chadwick’s and Mud Pond. Unless you went along that east spur of Whitecap
and picked up Berry’s Bee Pond trail. No doubt that’s grown up. Not used now I think. East
you would have to get to the Kokadjo road from Big Lyford Pond. All this might mean a lot of
cutting. It looks to me as if the route was set as we said a beautiful route scenically. I think with
very little cutting considering its length. The route I feel has many advantages for it will be open
to many instead of few. The camps will be welcome to many and will benefit them, which they
need. The side routes to Whitecap and Jo Merry are there and practical for those who wish them.
There are side routes even around Barren etc. for those who cannot climb. The trail is easily
accessible at several places to those who do not wish to cover it all. I’m interested of course in
what respects the rest of the trail cover in detail. Mail closing. Can’t read this over. I’m writing
in great detail but I think that’s what you wish. I’m not fond of writing but am of course
interested. Gee! Let me have something from yourself personally. All my best. Will send Jr.
Merryman tomorrow.
June 26, 1932. W. L. Arnold, Big Houston Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
At last I have found an opportunity to do the work you requested on the map, which I am
enclosing.
I don’t know the trail from Borestone to Onawa but this can be easily ascertained.
Beginning at Onawa, the ideal location for a trail which would include all the scenic beauties
would cross the dam at the foot of Onawa Lake, then follow an existing trail to the Notch
between Benson and Barren Mts. From there it would be necessary to cut new trail, I believe, to
the top of Barren Mt. and continue in a northeasterly direction over the summits of Fourth, Third,
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and Second Mts., then around the south side of West Chairback Pond. Thence over the tops of
Columbus and Chairback Mts., the views from these two mountains being especially beautiful.
Through this area from Barren to Chairback Mt. it would be necessary to cut new trail as all the
trails in this section run at right angles to this route.
As you drop down from Chairback you come to a road which can be followed to Pleasant River,
crossing the river nearly opposite the mouth of White Brook. From there you follow a good
walking road along Pleasant River and through the entire length of the Gulf, for eight miles. It
would seem to me to entail a loss of scenic beauty and of time to swing back from Chairback Mt.
to Long Pond. {[Note by Greene?] “Guess he isn’t keen for York. Considerable rivalry.”}
From the head of the Gulf you would again turn northeast, still following the tote road for four
more miles. There you would connect with the Fire Warden’s trail, going north to the Lookout
on Whitecap Mt., which is the highest elevation in this entire section. By following the route I
have mentioned you would include both the Gulf and White Cap, neither one being left as a side
trip.
If you wish, I can work out trails for you from this point to Mt. Katahdin for practically all of the
distance, so that very little new cutting would be necessary.
[Marginal notes all around this page, by Greene?] {“No doubt this Warden’s Trail cuts into the
trail from Chadwick’s on W. B. Ponds, it so looks to me from the P. R. map. Never knew it
struck off from P. R. Road. Why not Chadwick’s then up?” “Miss York’s and you have a long
route from Bodfish to Sherburne’s without a stopping place.” “By way of E. C. Pond to York’s
would entail less cutting no doubt and take in good trout pond and stopping place at York’s, a
nice camp and a handsome location. His road to Pleasant River is good and picturesque.
Nothing much on P. R. below Hermitage.”}
On the map I have indicated by green and red line the route I have suggested; the green marking
the part where new trail would have to be cut, and the red the portion where good trail now
exists.
I was talking with Mr. Philbrick yesterday and he was of the opinion that this route which I have
outlined would be the most direct and at the same time include all the most beautiful spots in this
section. I trust it may be helpful to you.
Undated (“Tuesday”) letter from Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [From context, I’m
guessing that this was written on 28 June, 1932] [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Your enclosures rec’d. Am sending back Arnold’s. Have so much to write you that I’ll have to
take it up piecemeal. You can file it away. I am moving slowly now for with three camps here
to take care of and cooking to do, one is bustling all day. Repairs etc. I usually use June to get
things in shape. Fly time anyway and tho I’m immune why I prefer to travel from July on. John
Webber is coming in a week. Plenty to do on his cabin. Was over to Buttermilk yesterday,
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repaired the roof, paper blew off and opened it up. I have been making some inquiries, but little
result here. Most of the guides are porch sitters and boat rowers. I’m going to Bowdoin along
the 20th with Gillie Arnold’s parents to see him graduate. He will be up then and with his Ford I
can get to Monson and interview Davis, also Bodfish Farm where I can get a clear idea of Barren
and Chairback. I’ve been up Barren from the other side. There’s a John Bodfish there old Lou
tells me who knows all that country. In July I’ll get busy. There’s the whole summer to utilize.
I will try, not promise, because one would be cautious about fulfillment to scout the length of
Little Wilson stream. I would judge it about 10 miles. I was there about 8 or 9 years ago. No
doubt it’s thick as there has been no cutting there in years. Some alder growth, was my
impression old roads parallel it practically all the way. This is really a beautiful stream and well
worth the trail. Some historical interest. 8 or 9 years ago I camped in a trapper’s cabin close to
it and explored that country. 80 to 100 years ago it was farm land. One can still trace the stone
fences and field stone piles amongst huge trees. The old Greenville post road crossed this
country. The abutments of the bridge are still in good condition on the Little Wilson. Near the
cabin there was old apple trees in the woods, one bearing. Back from the stream the old stone
chimney of the school house still stands in the trees. The rock formation, slate I think, the length
of the stream has that blocky cubistic formation, as has the falls into the gorge 80 ft. high. The
road passes there its crest. From the (regular auto dirt) road there’s a good road up to the falls 2
miles along the stream. All a handsome country. From its foot you take up the county road to
Bodfish siding. Very beautiful green country with views of the mts.
You spoke of possibly some money to cut with this summer. This might be a good place to cut.
They are working on the road here. 2.88 a day. I know two or three real workers here, could
check up on them. 2nd I’ll try to cross from Berry’s Kokadjo road to Namakanta by way of
Wadleigh Mt. and see what’s in there. 3. I’ll spot the Columbus Mt. trail. I have a thot here that
I’d like to put the first intentional spot on this trail. There’s no finer place than the cliff there
where someone has built a cairn in years past. The view north sweeps hundreds of miles.
Saddleback range in the foreground, and Katahdin in the distance. South the view the same.
This is the spot the new line should come in to from York’s. I think I can get York to spot that
thru this summer. A fine chap and active. Right here, I’d like to say I can see little gained by
going by way of Lel Arnold’s camps on Big Houston. After you leave the Hermitage the W.B.
Pleasant river trail is flat and uninteresting, some thru farm land! The Iron Works, 1/2 doz.
houses, over Ore Mt. to Arnold’s low peak over Buckboard road 3 miles. Fine view tho from the
top up Pleasant River. Arnold’s camp has a fine view, but you would have to cut a long trail
around the shore to where his trail starts up to W.C. Pond at the inlet. Stiff climb to west side of
pond. Very rough country. Would have to cut another mile to Columbus Mt. cliffs. This if you
will look at map is quite a loop. Good fishing in W.C. Pond, poor lean-to there. If possible will
get thru from Chadwick’s to Berry’s and see the conditions there. It would be wise to take
Chadwick to the beaver flowage. This covers the fir blight stuff, and he knows the country well,
from there it’s simple. This route is thru fine woods as far as the Boardman ponds, wild country,
from there it’s rocky and burnt country as is most of it around Berry’s until you reach Crawford
Pond. 5. I’ll go over Barren if you wish as I’ve planned. This of course is my own country.
Feel I can camp in there for a few days at the Notch Camps, familiar to me. This will be one of
the toughest links. Will work with Davis if necessary. These fellows of course will be out for all
they can get. I’ve questioned Lou about this country. 80 now. His mind works slowly. Doesn’t
believe in maps. He has given me some good information tho.
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Remember Myron that when I first went into all this country I made a pretty thoro investigation
as to routes and conditions and have in time acquired a knowledge of this country around there,
so I’m speaking first hand. I have no arbitrary thot about the route I plotted for you. I do know
(with the exception of one or two short stretches) it is beautiful and magnificent scenically. I still
cling to the belief that this route which has such good possibilities for the less hardy as well as
the climbers will be the strength of the trail, and give all a chance. Properly opened it will not be
a hardship and is about a comfortable days trip between the camps. There is every chance for
one who cannot climb to get around the mts. Comfortably. One can go from Bodfish to Long
Pond by the old road to Dorrs camp at its foot and being transported to Yorks by canoe if they
couldn’t make Barren and Boarstone. Also avoid Whitecap and Jo Merry if necessary. The
stretch I’ve mentioned to Berry’s and around Rainbow are the least attractive. Rest of it is
wonderful. As you’ve said the topography of mine is peculiar. One has to allow for it. I’ll scout
Wadleigh but the country north of Yoke is burnt land, large boulders and rocks and scrub. I feel
to miss Crawford, Cooper Brook, that’s a fine hauling road no brush scrub, Church and Cooper
ponds, with Jo M. Mt. looming up, Potter’s the best camp to me, up the beautiful Namakanta
Stream, with possibly a line over Nesowadnehunk would be to omit the finest parts of the route a
big loop but worth it. Which ever way you decide is all right tho, and I’ll help you all I can.
Remember you are limited over the west by the Rip. Road and east by impractical country. This
route I found some time ago was the only practical road then. I’ve been studying the Pleasant
River map. Have you one. If you descended to go north east from White Cap tower you would
come to Little Boardman, a burnt rather desolate country. I crossed it when I went to B. Pond
and over to Yoke. You would then cross the auto road of the G.N. which skirts the pond south of
Jo Merry Mt. To Upper Jo Merry (a branch) to B. I remember the country around Jo Merry Mt.
is terrible. Swampy, and thick on the map. White Cap and Jo Merry are a long haul from each
other. I think you will decide on some side trails. I know the road from Bodfish to Long Pond.
Been through several times. Muddy buckboard road. You would have to come down into this
from Barren not far from Bodfish Farm. Bodfish Valley is a beautiful thing. I’m glad you cover
it. Wish I had a map for Wadleigh country. In time you’d better send that Namakanta map. The
little one I have doesn’t show much of Farrar Brook. Am anxious to know what you hear from
Berry, Chadwick, and McDougall. Right about Potter. Best for me to write him. Well, no doubt
he will scout that link to mouth of Namakanta. Well Holy Moses! I can see this is a busy
summer. You sure have worked me in. Sat down to write a short letter. Look at this book.
Mark also Roscius the fine pencilship. A concession if ever there was one, but you must be able
to read this. If not hunt up a Chinese laundryman as Jolan Webber says. Send me everything.
Let me know what you think of all this. Hope at this time all is well. God bless you, my favorite
salutation, Vale!
Walter
[In margins of first page:] {“I tried hard to find feasible way from Chadwick’s to Berry’s, but
found the only feasible route was by Mud Pond. Don’t understand Xing of E. B. Pleasant River.
Don’t see where you can contact it?”}
[In margins of last page] {“State road ends at Bodfish Farm, good road. I know school house.
Buckboard road to Long Pond at Bodfish Farm.”
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June 29, 1932. Myron Avery to Walter Greene
Dear Walter:
My praise was premature. I struggled as of old with your last letter. I wish sometimes that I
didn’t know that there would be so much of interest in your letters to keep me struggling for the
gems. That gray paper makes it worse.
You ask about myself. We have another trail cutter in the family now—Haliburton Avery.
Everything going well. In other ways things are still chaotic. As unsettled as ever. It looks as if
vacation would consist of the twelve furlough payless days. No chance to do much.
I enclose letter from Davis and my reply. Please return former. I am most anxious to swing this
for I realize that with the semi-official status of the Forest Service doing the cutting, many
problems would be obviated. I would have them mark and paint from Blanchard where the wire
comes in to the Pleasant Branch tote-road.
I am going through the campaign to try for funds. It will be a month before I know. In any
event, what was done would be subject to your approval. The cost seems high but there may be
a terrific amount of cutting and labor. You can give me advice as to the cost. Another year I feel
confident that I can raise money from other sources. (In confidence, the A.T. was given a note
which matures in September of this year but I doubt whether the maker will be able to meet it.)
In any event the cutting must be done sometime and they seem the people to do it. So it seems to
me that the essential is for you to go with these people and work out a rough location. Then, if
the money became available and you were away—say at Munsungan—the work could still go on
according to the agreed plans. We can be ready.
You will see from the summary (being now revised) that there is no thought of going by Big
Houston Pond. Arnold and Hinckley both praise loudly the view from Chairback Mountain. So
the possibility of going over it and down to York’s by trail from East Chairback should be
considered carefully.
This scheme would make small progress without you, Walter. If it goes across, I shall see to it
that the responsibility for it is well known. You know that.
You have certainly hit on the crucial spots in your proposed check-ups:
1. West Branch Ponds to Berry’s
2. Jo Merry
I believe the letters from you to Potter and York will really help.
Frankly, I can’t guess the reaction of the camp owners. The replies have been slow in coming
back. Arnold has been interested and helpful. We should try to connect with one of his trails as
a side approach.
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I mean to write the Maine Development Commission and get their endorsement with a letter to
the camp owners from the Commission. That may help. I want to get Davis to carry the
marking to West Branch Pleasant River tote-road. This would leave only a few camps.
Did you notice the Forest Service map indicates a trail up White Brook on the south slope of
Whitecap? You will look into this. If it exists to the tower, we could probably have two routes:
1. West Branch with side trip to Baker or
2. over Whitecap
What do you think?
This has been a normal average year (the non-existent thing). No excessive heat. I seldom see
Farrel. Shall go swimming with him soon though.
Will return the Pleasant River map as soon as I learn if I can buy them from Randall. Have
written him. Don’t understand where the map errs on Mud Pond. Please let me have a rough
sketch to correct my copy.
Wherever you find work needed and no one will do it voluntarily, I think it worth while to line
some one up who would do the job and a price. If we get funds we can clear out such gaps.
This Blanchard (Moxie Bald) connection with Bodfish Siding is something you will need to
work out. From the map you sent me it looks like gravel roads by Lake Hebron and Monson
Pond or the Greenville road from Blanchard to Shirley and down Little Wilson. Of course, Little
Wilson unless we run into miles of cutting. I guess you will have to see for yourself.
Now it seems that I am in entire agreement with all your ideas except I would like to see the
route hit Chairback cliffs and go down the trail from the East Pond.
If there proves to be no route to Whitecap from the south, then our original scheme of a side trail
from the north stands.
Little Wilson is the unknown quantity.
Who has Randall’s camps on West Branch Ponds? How does Chadwick get in? Does the West
Branch tote-road run to his camps?
If you will just check over my letter and answer these questions it will help. In a week you will
get the new summary. Keep it; tell me of any errors in the cumulative distances. They are very
rough of course.
June 30, 1932. Myron Avery to Harry Davis
Dear Mr. Davis:
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I read your letter of June 20, 1932, with great interest. Since then I have obtained a copy of
Cimpher’s “Map of Elliotsville, 1919” and L. S. Randall’s (Milo) blueprint of Pleasant River.
They make the region a lot clearer to me.
I was much interested in the fire on Bald. Quite a crew you had! I worked four summers for the
Forestry Department in the St. John Allagash and Kennebec regions when I was going to
Bowdoin from 1916 to 1920. There are two matters on which I would greatly appreciate further
information:
Does the Forest Service trail go all the way to White Cap tower up White Brook on its southern
slope? How does the wire go up, this way or from West Branch Ponds on the north?
2. Where does the trail from Moxie Bald hit the Greenville road in Blanchard? How far south
from the Shirley-Blanchard town line? We could make connection with Bodfish Siding by
gravel roads past Lake Hebron and Monson Pond. Mr. Greene is much impressed with Little
Wilson. He said he was told that a road went east from the Greenville road into Shirley bog and
connected with an old road running 8 or 9 miles along Little Wilson stream. Is this correct?
Could the trail be brought to Bodfish Siding from Blanchard along Little Wilson with no cutting?
Just where are Little Moxie Pond and Bald Mountain Dam, referred to in your last letter to me?
It looks as if the road east to Shirley Bog might be a continuation of the Shirley Mills—Moxie
Lake tote-road. If so, is there any way of cutting into this road from Moxie Bald (using existing
roads) or in any way avoiding the use of the Greenville road for 5 miles.
I note what you have to say about the cost of putting in the missing link of trail. I am trying hard
to arrange the financial end of this. The figure is more than I anticipated and I don’t know if I
will be able to persuade these out-of-state organizations to help the Maine project to that extent.
It will be a month before I can determine this. If it doesn’t materialize now, however, it doesn’t
in any way put an end to this possibility, for we have certain funds promised in the fall and
financially could better handle it even next year. For we are not planning our marking trip
between Pleasant River and Katahdin until 1933. However, we should do everything possible so
that there need be no delay when the funds become available. Mr. Greene has done so much
work on this and has in mind so thoroughly what we want to do, that we should want him to
represent us in passing on the route, etc. Every summer he takes a long trip in the woods and if
you people failed to make connections before then, it would hold everything up.
I think you are right in saying that your activities stop at the West Branch tote-road. In order to
make a complete job of it, we should want to have marked and painted the section between
Forest Service trail to Moxie at Blanchard and the Pleasant River West Branch tote-road. The
Blanchard—Bodfish Siding would take little time; if roads are used all the way, the marking
could be done from the car. We have a special long-lasting white paint which we would furnish.
Our idea is to get this painted in the fashion that we mark the Appalachian Trail. We would
write you of this method of Appalachian Trail marking. I shall send you a summary of the route
within a few days.
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I am sending Mr. Greene a copy of this letter, so that all of you may meet as soon as possible
with the view of locating roughly a route which can be cleared and marked when we can turn up
the necessary funds. I feel very sure that we can do this within the next year and I hope at once.
But the essential thing is to get the route located over these peaks—ready for cutting—which
meets our requirements. The view from Chairback Cliffs is said to be very fine, so the route
should go over these to the trail down to York’s Camps from East Chairback. I understand that
going down from West Chairback Ponds misses this view.
As soon as you can get around to it, I shall be glad to have your answers to the questions in the
first part of this letter. I appreciate your interest and help and trust that we can work something
out.
CC: Mr. Greene
CC: Mr. Philbrick
June 30, 1932. Myron Avery to the Maine Development Commission
Gentlemen:
I am writing to suggest that the Appalachian Trail project can be of help in the Commission’s
plans in developing and making known Maine’s recreational possibilities. Canoeing and
camping in the Maine wilderness have been prominently featured in the State’s publicity
literature. Little attention—except for the Katahdin area—has been paid to the hiking
possibilities in Maine and to the remarkable regions thereby made accessible. Many states play
this up most prominently. I have particular reference to the Long Trail in Vermont. I have sent
under separate cover, some literature issued by that State, relating only to the Long Trail. It is
impressive. “Your New England Vacation”, issued by the New England Council, devotes two
pages to a summary of the hiking data available for New England. This was abstracted from the
enclosed “Tramping Trails in New England”, Publication No. 21 of the New England Trail
Conference.
The Appalachian Trail is a hiking Trail to extend along the crest line of the Appalachian
Mountains from Katahdin in Maine to Oglethorpe in Georgia. It is being constructed by the
volunteer labor of clubs and individuals under the direction of the Appalachian Trail Conference.
It is practically completed from Grafton Notch on the Maine-New Hampshire line to its southern
terminus, a distance of some 1800 miles. In Maine, however, due to the lack of outdoor
organizations and interested individuals, no trail has been constructed or marked east of Grafton
Notch.
I believe that the 225 miles of proposed Appalachian Trail across Maine will supply this
deficiency in the development of the recreational facilities of its wilderness. I enclose a
summary of the route. I need not elaborate on its attractions to any Maine resident. The place
names indicate this sufficiently. Scenically, it will be far superior to the Long Trail or any other
section of the Appalachian Trail except for some areas of the Southern Appalachians.
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The New England Trail Conference will issue within the next six months a Guidebook to the
Appalachian Trail in New England. It will contain a chapter on the proposed route through
Maine, which will be pretty much the same as the enclosed summary of route.
Dr. J. F. Schairer and myself have plans to commence marking this route in 1933. During that
summer, we plan to do section 1. Section 2 is very easy. With so much progress, we think that
the interest aroused would make the completion of Section 3 a matter of a short time. We have
in Section 1 a real problem of the cutting of seven miles of trail over Barren, Columbus and
Chairback Mountains. I am trying to get some New England Outdoor organizations to contribute
the $100 necessary for this work. A local fire warden will do the job for this sum. The trail
would be measured, guidebook data prepared and much publicity given to it by outdoor circles.
We believe that the Commission would want to issue a general outline of the route, prepared in
popular style, as one of its publications.
I should like the Appalachian Trail project in Maine to have an official backing through the
endorsement of the Development Commission. Perhaps, even now, you would consider it
opportune to play up the Maine end of the project through the sources of publicity available to
you. We may ask later for a letter to the Sporting Camp proprietors along the route, telling of the
State endorsement; this might in some cases facilitate the marking of the route and obtaining of
information.
I am enclosing an article which describes generally the trail project and a list of the trail data now
available.
I may say that I am a resident of the State; my house is at Lubec and I worked four years for the
Forestry Department while attending Bowdoin College.
Very truly yours,
Myron H. Avery
Chairman, Appalachian Trail Conference
July 1, 1932. Myron Avery to W. L. Arnold
Dear Mr. Arnold:
I am very glad to have your letter of June 26th, returning the map with the Trail route. I am
certainly indebted to you for your interest and help.
I have reduced to the form of a summary the information which we have as to the route and I
enclose a copy which I should like to have you read and keep. You will notice that we have
followed your idea of going up the Gulf and then on to White Cap. We didn’t know how to
bring in White Cap except as a side trail. If you have any better idea for a connection to Cooper
Brook from Pleasant River other than Mud and Boardman Ponds, we should like to know of it.
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Our idea of bringing the trail down from East Chairback to York’s was to take advantage of
existing trails and furnish accommodations to any who wished them. I have since learned that
there is a trail from East Chairback to Pleasant River without the necessity for going to Long
Pond. Do you know how far from the Hermitage this trail hits and in what kind of condition it is
in?
I am sending your letter and the map together with a copy of this to Walter Greene. He will be
dropping in on you some day soon to talk about the route.
I am much interested in your route from Onawa. We thought that we would go up the mountain
from the south via the fox farm and then down to Bodfish school and along the Long Pond toteroad to Slugundy. Then we would cut up for Barren. Your route is quite [bottom of page cut off
in original]. I judge that new trail must be cut from Boarstone east to hit the old trail between
Benson and Barren Mts. Wouldn’t this miss Barren completely? By the way, what are Second,
Third, and Fourth peaks? Part of the Benson range? From Philbrick’s map I guessed that the old
trail between Benson and Barren would have Barren on the west and for that reason the
Mountain would be left out. I understand Columbus to be between West Chairback Pond and
Barren.
If I am mixed up on any of these matters I would be obliged if you would straighten me out.
Also, I should be very pleased to hear from you after you look over the summary. Any
improvements or corrections will be most welcome.
[Typed footnote on copy to Greene:] {Walter: Here is another problem to straighten out. Which
way over Barren would be best? Hope you see Arnold and can determine this. It should be
talked over with Davis too. I have asked Philbrick to mail you one of his maps. You will want
that. Return my copy to me then, please. Off-hand our first scheme seems best to me for under
Arnold’s plan I think we must miss Barren.}
July 1, 1932. Frank Hinckley to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I hope you will excuse my delay in forwarding maps of the Moosehead Lake, Katahdin Iron
Works, Onawa region which I have had prepared by Prentiss & Carlisle.
I am sending under another cover two separate blue prints. The large blue print containing
contours was prepared from forest surveys either by Prentiss & Carlisle or myself, in which the
region embracing White and Hay Brooks were sketched from memory so as to indicate the
topography and therefore not actually surveyed.
Answering the questions of your letter of May 8, the private road up Borestone Mountain at
Onawa is the only trail I know. This road was built by a Mr. Moore, one of the sons of the New
York banker who built the Washington County Railroad, who was a Washington County boy. It
leads to a fox farm which is now abandoned. Its owner is now living in California. The road is
used freely by the public for foot passage, but not by motor, as there is a locked gate at the
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entrance. The trail to the forest fire lookout station at Borestone extends from the end of the
private motor road, beginning at three little private trout ponds, well up the mountain side.
In respect to continuing the trail from Borestone to York Camps, I would suggest the following
route: Cross Long Pond outlet above Lake Onawa, possibly at Bodfish Farm where there is a
bridge, slab the side of Barren Mountain, the highest mountain in the Chairback Range, and
continue along height of land. From both the Chairback Ponds there is a trail to York Camps. I
think, however, it would be a mistake to route through York Camps. The route should continue
to Chairback which has a commanding view from which point there is a trail to Sherman’s
{Arnold’s} Camps at Big Houston. The scenery and views are much finer and more varied than
from York’s and it would be difficult to continue the trail from York’s over interesting country
without considerable detour.
Although I am not well acquainted with the route from Kennebec Forks up the river to
Greenville, I would guess that the route through Shirley would be decidedly better. The country
from the Forks up the Kennebec to Squaw Mountain has no camps or stopping places and is not
especially interesting. If, however, you adopt this route, continue through Greenville to east of
Wilson Ponds over Rum Mountain, Blue Ridge, Elephant, Baker, across the valley of the west
branch of Pleasant River to White Cap and from there to Little Spruce and Shanty Mountain.
Such a route would give finer scenery than from Borestone, but would be less direct.
The camps from Onawa to Katahdin Iron Works and in the mountain groups beyond have been
in existence for twenty-five to thirty years and some considerably longer.
If you ran the Appalachian Trail from Chairback Mountain to Houston Mountain, and Ore
Mountain, this would show commanding views of the west branch of Pleasant River Valley,
White Cap, Baker, Saddleback, etc. The detour from the trail laid out on the plan would be
perhaps a mile and a half. After crossing the west branch of Pleasant River, there is an old tote
road and also a logging road running to Spruce Pond. If the trail were laid out at the top of the
east branch of Spruce Mountain Brook, it would have a commanding view of mountains to
Spruce Pond to height of land.
You may note that I have located the approximate position of proposed Appalachian Trail on the
plan which may, of course, be changed more or less, for example. I did not continue the trail
over Big Spruce Mountain to White Cap which you might think advisable. There are very fine
views from Spruce Mountain Pond to the height of land and over the height of land a few
hundred yards down the valley between White Cap and Shanty Mountain over-looking the
numerous Roach River lakes and ponds.
I have numbered the camps of the region and am enclosing a schedule describing them and their
connecting roads and trails which may be of some use. For further description of this region,
you might refer to my pamphlet already forwarded.
I might, however, add that the forests of this region are about 70% either old growth hardwoods
or mixed growth. All of the pulp cutting has been done in the last fifteen years and there is an
excellent reproduction of spruce and fir running from fifteen to twenty feet high in older cuttings.
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For the most part, the lake shores have been preserved from pulp-cutting. No hardwoods have
been cut. The region has not been as heavily logged as most of the surrounding forests, and
except for operations of Advance Bag and Paper Company, logging on the north side of Shanty
Mountain, the spruce-covered mountain sides are largely original growth. I think it the most
picturesque region of lakes, forests, and mountains in Maine, by reason of varied direction of
mountain groups and large number of lakes and ponds within their borders and immediately
outlying them. The average elevation of the region, I might put at about 1,500 feet, the higher
mountains running from 3,000 to 4,000 feet. The finest views are from Borestone, Chairback,
White Cap, Baker, Elephant, and Prong Mountain and Jo-Mary Mountain. I might add that
Prong Mountain is mislocated on the topographic maps of the U.S. Geological Survey.
In respect to my collection of still photographs of the region, I note that at present they are given
away to newspapers for the most part. If you wish me to do so, I will get together a new lot of
prints and forward them.
I am enclosing a bill of $6.92 from Prentiss & Carlisle for additions to my tracing and blue prints
made for you.
Whenever you are in these parts, it would be a pleasure to show you my moving pictures.
If there is any further information or explanations to be made, please write.
I might add that I have recently been in communication with Mr. Benton MacKaye whom you
doubtless know, who will visit me at Moosehead lake later in the season to talk over my project.
He may then doubtless see you later and tell you first-hand.
SCHEDULE
Bodfish Farm—A few campers put up here. Old tote road in constant use to Dorr’s Camps on
Long Pond.
2. Arnold’s Camps—Connected by good tote-road with Katahdin Iron Works about three miles.
From here are trails leading to both Chairback Ponds and to Indian Pond. Entrance road leads
over Ore Mountain with commanding view. Camp operated for over thirty years.
3. York’s Camps—A narrow motor road from Katahdin Iron Works as far as White Brook built
by Advance Bag and Paper Company. Balance tote road, up steep hill fording stream 100 yds.
below Hermitage at foot of Gulf of Pleasant River. York’s Camps have been maintained twentyfive or thirty years.
4. Dorr’s Camps—Reached by tote road from Bodfish Farm.
5. Hermitage—Now private camps of Advance Bag and Paper Company at foot of Gulf. In
grove of tall pines. Maintained for over thirty years.
6. McLeod and Call’s Camps—Now reached by tote road from Kokadjo and Big Lyford,
formerly reached by tote road from Katahdin Iron Works, now abandoned above Hermitage.
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7. Katahdin Iron Works—One-half dozen dwelling houses. A few campers boarded. Reached
by branch railroad of Bangor & Aroostook R.R., now abandoned and rented to Advance Bag and
Paper Company, who operate a Ford motor truck over rails. Also tote road from Arbo Farm.
Operated upwards of forty years. Iron mine at this place; abandoned in early 90’s.
8. White brook Depot Camps of Advance Bag and Paper Co.—Reached from Katahdin Iron
Works. From this depot is tote road to McLeod and Call’s Little Lyford Pond Camps. White
Cap fire warden lives here.
9. Chadwick’s West Branch Pond Camps—Reached from Kokadjo by motor road of
Hollingsworth & Whitney Company, locked entrance gate used only by Sporting Camp
operations and by special permission. From Chadwick’s is an old fire warden’s trail to White
Cap. Now used by campers. It is blazed and in good condition. Camps have been occupied
over thirty years.
10. Sherman’s Big Lyford Camps—Reached from Kokadjo by motor road of Hollingsworth &
Whitney Company as described. Occupied about twenty-five years.
July 5, 1932. Myron Avery to Prentiss & Carlisle
Gentlemen:
Mr. Hinckley has sent me copies of the maps covered by your bill to him of June 29th. I
presume that you have the tracings and that to avoid troubling Mr. Hinckley I can order
additional copies direct from you. Will you kindly advise me at what price these can be
procured?
July 5, 1932. Myron Avery to the Chairman and Steering Committee of the New England
Trail Conference
Gentlemen:
I am placing before you, as the officials directing the activities of the New England Trail
Conference, a matter which will decide whether or not the through Trail across New England
will come into being or will have to be abandoned. I regret the length of this communication but
the importance of the matter warrants a most detailed explanation so that there may not be a
misapprehension on any phase of it. The New England Trail Conference has as one of its major
manifold activities the development of the Appalachian Trail across New England. Its work is of
a coordinating nature; its constituent clubs function under its instigation and direction.
With the near completion of the Trail from the Maine-New Hampshire line to its southern
terminus, 1800 miles (the gaps are 5 miles in Pennsylvania; 20 miles in southern Unaka and the
connection between Smoky and Nantahala), a considerable amount of attention has been focused
on the Maine link. What should be done with it? There is, of course, no possibility of
spontaneous germination of organizations within the State to bring the Trail, of their own
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initiative, into existence. The situation seemed hopeless. Your Chairman has placed in
Appalachia the record of two trips through the region from Grafton Notch to Mt. Bigelow. He
enthusiastically describes the route through which the Trail must pass. No attempt, however,
was made to follow up the scouting trips and no further progress, in opening up the route, has
resulted.
With such an extensive area to be developed from without the State, the possibility of
abandoning the Maine link and substitution of some other northern terminus for the Trail has
been considered. The suggestion evoked a protesting editorial in the Christian Science Monitor,
which was reprinted in a Portland paper. I then determined to make a most detailed survey of the
Maine situation—other than the region with which your Chairman had familiarized himself. I
may say that I have devoted a great deal of time to this project and my search has been
exhaustive. Some of the region I knew from four summers’ work with the Forestry Department,
when I attended Bowdoin College. This had given me many local contacts. I was most fortunate
in my acquaintanceship of many years standing with Walter D. Greene of New York City. For
many years Mr. Greene has made a practice of taking an extended hiking trip through the Maine
woods, following much of what we would use for the Appalachian Trail. Without his intimate
knowledge of the region, no through route could have been developed. The enclosed summary
of route is the result of the six months’ labor on this problem. The Chairman of your through
Trails Committee, Mr. E. L. Heermance, has devoted some attention to this problem; I have been
in touch with him while making this investigation. My correspondence, maps and data are, of
course, available to any one working on the problem.
In selecting the route I have given much thought to its maintenance and permanence. Except
for10 miles, the trails used are either maintained Forest Service trails or well-used tote-road. All
the trail promises many years of independent existence. This consideration has, perhaps
curiously, not forced, in any way, the acceptance of an inferior route. This route is of an
extraordinarily high order. The mountains crossed are of Maine’s best (except the Katahdin
group and what your Chairman may have seen, I do not know that region); Bigelow, Pleasant,
Moxie, Bald, Boarstone, Barren, Columbus and Chairback; side trails lead to White Cap, Baker,
and Jo Merry. An extraordinary group. The streams and lakes are the other outstanding features
of this wilderness. Sporting camps on the lakes provide accommodations for nearly each day’s
travel. Once opened up this route will, I predict, develop a startling popularity. It must not be
underestimated.
My good friend, Dr. J. F. Schairer of the Carnegie Geophysical Laboratory, and I have from time
to time intruded upon Appalachia and “In the Maine Woods” with accounts of our trips in
Maine. We had promised ourselves, for some time, closer acquaintanceship with these
Piscataquis peaks, which had so impressed us at a distance. We now determined, however, to
turn the pleasure trip into more productive ends and to mark, paint and measure section 1 of the
Maine Trail route. We are as reasonably positive of making this trip in 1933, as one can be of
such future plans in these troubled times. (It cannot be done this year as Schairer goes to Canada
and I have trips to make in the Southern Appalachians.) Section II is easy and could perhaps be
done at the same time. With 100 miles of extremely well-marked Appalachian Trail in Maine,
Guidebook data and the publicity which we can procure for the opened route, the Maine problem
would be near solution. There would be something tangible to point to; local interest might rally
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around a completed, usable thing, where the inchoate idea brings no response. There is,
however, one unsuperable obstacle before us. New trail must be cut over Barren, Columbus, and
Chairback. 7 miles of difficult work. This group is the outstanding feature of the section and
cannot be detoured, even to put a temporary route through. Mr. Greene would locate the route
over these peaks. We have an opportunity to have this link cut out and marked by Chief Fire
Warden Davis of Monson and his son. There is no more fortunate way of meeting this problem.
On Boarstone and in crossing from Blanchard there are embarrassing problems of private
ownership, apart from the apparent difficulty of getting permission of lumber companies to open
this route. The use of the Chief Fire Warden for this purpose gives it a semi-official status and
solves these problems. Apart from its advantages, which increase as one thinks of it, it is the
only way to open this link. It is in the wilderness. These 7 miles of trail must be cut by
employed labor. No one has ventured an alternative solution. The cost of $100 is reasonable for
the difficulty involved. Mr. Greene is at Sebec Lake (near Boarstone) this summer. He will
locate the route over these peaks and make two other trips to check on short dubious sections
noted in the summary. With his availability this year to represent up and check the work
(gratuitously, of course) we have an opportunity which might not be available another year.
With this link competed, the Maine project would go ahead; without it, it must fail. No volunteer
labor will ever open this link.
I have kept your Chairman informed of my investigations and have laid before him the proposal
that the New England Trail Conference make a major contribution to this New England work by
paying for this trail cutting. I regret that my proposal did not find favor with him. He writes:
“I see no propriety whatever in the N.E.T.C. or any other outside agency subscribing to the
opening of any trail in Maine for which an adequate sponsor for maintenance is not found. There
has never been much trouble getting trails opened compared to that of maintaining them. There
must be some responsible group in charge, preferably locally interested. If you cannot accept
this view I suggest you write to each member of the N.E.T.C. Steering Committee, stating my
view as above and yours as related to the particular work you favor this summer. Volunteer
cutting is one thing but paid help is another entirely, and will to my mind only postpone any
healthy set up for permanent maintenance. Through your efforts you may point with as much
pride as you can muster to the momentary opening of the entire A.T. from Katahdin to
Oglethorpe, but if there is nothing to prevent the weak sections growing over, it is a hollow
victory, and in this case at least purchased with too great a sacrifice of enduring values. The few
that will walk over such a through route before it grows up are nothing compared to the many
that will eventually traverse a trail properly maintained over a period of years.”
“If you do not have the addresses of the Steering Committee, send Sisk six copies, and me one,
and ask him to mail them.”
“If on the other hand you secure local interest and local financing I consider this advance work
quite proper and quite likely to lead to maintenance under such a local group. It appears to me
that some of these men whom you are working with might be brought along one step further and
form a nucleus about whom to group a Maine trails activity. If this takes another year it is time
well spent.”
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In response to his suggestion, I am now placing the proposal before the Steering Committee for
its decision.
First let me say that there is no financial objection interposed. We know the condition of the
N.E.T.C. Treasury. Moreover, I have been working with your Chairman on a Guide to the
Appalachian Trail through New England. I have just finished preparing the Massachusetts data;
within the next month I shall make a trip to get data for the connection for the link between the
Green and White Mountains. The chapter on Maine will pretty much follow the enclosed
summary. I mention this to show how far the N.E.T.C. has already advanced on the Maine work.
Your Chairman’s objections appear to me, to be theoretical in the extreme. If adhered to, we
must credit to them and his philosophy the death knell of the trail project for Maine. I can reply
only to the practical point of maintenance; I have already referred to it; the route used will
independently remain open for many years. Shortly, with an existing trail, I hope we develop
local interest; as a project only, never. The Maine situation is not peculiar; it is common history.
All trail development is by outsiders, summer residents, etc. New Hampshire is an outstanding
example. We find it so throughout the whole Appalachian Trail; the Trail goes first, then the
Clubs spring up to maintain and use it. The southern Appalachians are a notable instance; one or
two enthusiasts lead the way, existing Forest Service trails make possible the putting through a
route; then the Clubs spring up. The record shows seven vigorous organizations below us, less
than a year old and all brought into existence solely by the Appalachian Trail movement. The
Chairman is, of course, in error in believing that these seven miles can be opened “without much
trouble”; there is no alternative to my proposed method. I recognize fully the wisdom which
comes from his years of activity in this work but from my Maine connections and contacts I must
say that I believe I can better gauge the Maine situation. My work can produce no more results
there. The “men with whom I have been working” are few and are scattered. This is a
wilderness. When I say that they will not go ahead and labor on this project further, this
statement reflects the situation. (Greene plans to go with Schairer and me in 1933; the three of
us can be considered as representing the Maine local workers.)
Your Chairman seems to adhere to the theory that outside organizations should refrain from
activity and that spontaneous germination will occur in Maine and presto! a local group will have
opened and marked, in Appalachian Trail fashion, some 200 miles of Trail in the Maine
wilderness.
I regret extremely his attitude. I consider it unfortunate. The N.E.T.C. is financially able to do
the thing which will make the Maine link a reality. There is no other method. If I have failed to
make this convincingly clear, I have only succeeded in using an unconscionable amount of your
time to no purpose. Through the vote of its Steering Committee on this problem, the New
England Trail Conference is deciding for all time whether or not the link of Appalachian Trail
through the Maine wilderness will ever come into existence. It is a momentous in this project
[sic]. Without the funds to open this barrier the efforts of Greene, Schairer and myself are
automatically foreclosed for all time.
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I most earnestly urge you to write at once to the Secretary (H. P. Sisk, 212 South Street,
Pittsfield, Massachusetts) that you vote that the New England Trail Conference authorize my
suggested proposal.
Very truly yours,
Myron H. Avery
Chairman, Board of Managers, Appalachian Trail Conference
Copy to: Chairman and Steering Committee
Copy to:
H. R. Buck, 650 Main Street, Hartford, Conn.
R. H. Torrey, 475 Fifth Avenue, New York City
Benton MacKaye, Shirley Center, Massachusetts
Percival A. Sayward, Braintree, Mass.
July 5, 1932. Walter Greene to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
[Marginal note at top of first page] {“Notice my new stationery. I just got my grade A license so
must live up to it. Hell! They ought to see me pole a canoe.”}
Dear Myron:
Well I must be good and write plainly. You have enough to do without trying to decipher my
hieroglyphics. Fact is my days are so full that I must write in a great hurry. I usually write fast,
and that makes it illegible. All your material came yesterday. I’m really very interested Myron
outside of the fact that I wish naturally to help you all I can. I like to nose out trails and seem to
have a hounds nose for them. I flatter myself also good judgment and a desire to know always
what’s ahead. That’s why I feel all I’ve told you is authoritative for it all came in the past from
patient investigation. I feel as I’ve said it’s really a fine route and the practical one obviating as
much work and expense as possible for that these times no doubt is an important angle. I hope to
stop talking soon and get some concrete results. If Gillie will only get up here with his Ford.
Ought to be here any day now. No doubt he will be glad to go along. The jumping off places to
investigate mean many miles by car, and I can’t get reckless this year and hire one. I think first
I’ll look into the Little Wilson route. I have an idea it will not be difficult to get thru there and
it’s interesting and beautiful as well as having some historical value from the early days. The
journey from Blanchard to Bodfish by the back country roads would not be particularly
interesting and would be a long stretch without any wilderness characteristics. As I look at the
map I feel it would be longer than the Little Wilson route. You can see this on Cimpher’s map.
It would be a crime to miss the Little Wilson Falls. Where the dirt road joins the L.W. there’s a
state camp ground. Also good brook fishing in the L.W. The rock formation of this stream is
unusual and distinctive. The dirt road to Bodfish from Little Wilson passes thru some very
rugged fine scenery. The dirt roads not so good. We are gradually opening new angles and
getting to something definite. Philbrick’s map is fine, and one badly needed. It covers a country
I’ve never seen a good detailed map of. There are a few minor errors in it I could help him with.
For instance I think he has the outlet of East Chairback pond incorrectly placed. I’m marking it
as I am pretty sure it should be.
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1927-1932 - Compiled by David Field - Page 139

I’ll go into detail now. You seemed so sure you wanted the trail to cover the length of Barren I
never spoke of this alternative route, which I know every foot of. I’m marking the Notch Camp.
Old Lou Arnold’s. A place I’ve spent much time in for many years. He’s had a trapping camp
there for 30 or 40 years. (two or three in that time.) The present one is a good sized log camp.
Two double bunks and equipped. A wonderful spring at its back. From here I’ve fished and
explored the surrounding country. Lou and I’ve cleared and spotted a very good line to the
Cloud Pond (never knew its name before) on top. Always understood there was another pond up
there. This line goes to the highest point I think of the mountain. Several good views on the
way. The trail to Notch Camp involved if you don’t know it is over old roads in quite good
shape and no cutting to do. It follows Onawa stream from Sebec. Now here is what we should
figure out. If you come into Bodfish farm from the school house and continue to Slugundy
(From Bodfish farm the Long Pond tote road (buckboard) is a muddy poor road, in fact its whole
length.) you would have to climb Barren here and cut its whole length three or four miles. I
know the top. It’s a rough bushy deadfall country with bogs in spots. No doubt this holds good
of the whole top.
It’s going to be a job. If you take the Notch trail (which I mark on the map) you follow good
roads on the way. Have the camp for a stopping place and then climb Barren to one of its
highest spots. (It’s a stiff climb allright.) strike this handsome pond (no fish I found out) and
would have a comparatively easy job to cut down to a point where you can drop down into the
valley and come up on the other peaks. Now I would like to see all the trail go into Bodfish
farm, (They put people up) for the view from that wide flat valley is gorgeous. I know they have
a trail to Onawa from there. I feel altho I do not know this trail must continue around the south
side of Onawa to the Onawa Station (marked). Otherwise they would have a stiff climb over the
state road to Bodfish Siding and have 3 or 4 miles down the track to Onawa Station. That is the
regular stopping place for C. P. trains. B. S. is only a siding. No station. Of course Boarstone
can be made an easy side trip up Moore’s Rd. and then back and down the track to Onawa St.
and so up to the Notch. This trail passes under the new C. P. viaduct which crosses an enormous
gulch here just below the station. An enormous engineering feat. Crosses the dam at foot of
Onawa follows a road around to swamp and then swings north. This stretch is clear but in wet
weather rather soft going. It then rises crosses the brooks (P. missed one. I’ve indicted it. Good
brook trout in there) and keeps pitching up gradually thru hardwood growth for about 4 miles to
Notch Camp. Last mile is Lou’s spotted trail (good). The camp is well hidden away. Hard to
find. This I would call a good route, really crossing Barren. There’s a trapper’s route (spotted,
good) starts back of the cabin, goes to the old farm and up on 4th peak, down to Long Pond
(York’s). Judkins a trapper here uses the Notch camp in winter. If one didn’t want to climb
Barren this could be used.
Strange there used to be a farm here years ago. It was burned years ago in the winter. The
farmer was frozen to death before he could get out. This is a very wild rough country, tough
going. You can still see the old foundation. There are many old trails here P. has not got in his
map. Joe Francis mentioned in Eckstorm’s book used to have a trapping camp here. Dead long
ago. He and Lou used to foregather. Traces faint still remain of his cabin. A tough country to
get around. I’ve been thru here to Arnold on Big Houston. The peaks he mentions if you will
look at the map 4th, 3rd, etc. must be these heights that run northeast from Barren. The peak I
claim is Columbus, also on map, old Lou rabidly says is a spur of Chairback. He says Columbus
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is east of this. In time he will find out. I’ve not been on the cliffs of the Chairbacks that Arnold
speaks of. No doubt they are worth while, and the route could swing that way. That would
necessitate cutting thru from West Chairback to E.C. Pond. Not so far on the map, I do not know
how difficult that will be. But if not from Barren to Long Pond seems to me would give Davis
plenty of cutting without going all the way over Barren. No doubt this would bisect Arnold’s
two trails and give a connection with his camp. The E. C. one I’ve been over once, a spotted line
but rather good open going. Several years ago. Don’t know whether he keeps this up or not. I
imagine it’s not used much. If we hit this, it could be partially used. I imagine Chairback cliffs
are where my line goes. We can ascertain. The trail from E. C. pond to where it bisects the W.
C. Pond trail is over an old road. Quite rocky and wet but open. No doubt York would clear this
some. Good fishing in these ponds (boats).
So here it all is. Think it over. No doubt I can find out soon if there is a trail from B. Farm to
Onawa Station. I’ll mark my route thus X in pencil. I hate to send this map back. I could use it,
no doubt can get information by it. When I go to Notch it would be very valuable. Don’t know
if P. will or when need one. If you do not need it immediately, why not send it back in a day or
so and get another if you can from Philbrick. May be I can get one from Davis. John Gilman
was just in. He lived at Onawa for several years. He tells me there is a good road from B. Farm
to Bodfish landing. There is also a trail from Onawa Station as far as Eads Island. Between he
doesn’t know, but says they lumbered in there two or three years ago and no doubt there are
roads.
Hope I’ve marked the map clearly and you can understand. Am returning Jo Merry map.
Philbrick’s letter (with notations). Thanks for equipment book. It will be useful. Will take up
the summary later. The development letter is splendid and no doubt will go thru and bring useful
results. I don’t think the road up white brook goes all the way to the tower on W.C. I heard you
could drive up this road. Will try to find out more about this. Wish I knew more of Moxie
country. Do you strike Moxie Lake. Leavitt says there’s a new road out from where big Sandy
stream comes to Shirley. Well old boy, I can’t seem to get away from these books, but I think
this one will please you! Can’t read it over. Really I made an honest effort. I’m so glad all is
well in the family. I was anxious to know. Wish it had been a girl. Hope all will go well.
Living is cheaper. Will compensate for the furlough days. All are suffering. We should thank
God we are getting along as well as we do. I do. Those with responsibilities of course are the
anxious ones. Please God all will go well with you. Make no definite arrangements until I’ve
looked every thing over. Am afraid you won’t hear from Berry, Potter, or McDougall.
Characteristic of the natives. Ought to hear from Clifford. Must close. All my best to you.
Answer all I put forward. Yours, Walter
{Back of page: “Chadwick has Randall’s old camp. He comes by motor boat down Big Roach,
then buckboard rd. to camp. Yes the W.B. tote rd. goes to his camp, Xs dam at foot of Big
Lyford Pond.”} {Map drawn on back of this page:}
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July 7, 1932. George T. Carlisle to Myron Avery
Dear Sir: Replying to your letter of July 5th regarding copies of the maps sent you by Mr.
Hinckley, will say that we can supply blueprints in any number that you might desire as we have
the tracings.
The cost of the prints are fifty-four cents each for the large ones and twenty-eight cents each for
the small. It is not our intention to make a profit from these maps and we would be glad to
furnish them for the above with the addition of postage and a small handling charge.
July 7, 1932. Myron Avery to Frank Hinckley
Dear Mr. Hinckley:
I hasten to acknowledge your letter of July 1st. It is very apparent that you have given the matter
much thought and labor. We are greatly indebted to you. The “Schedule” attached to your letter
gives me a tremendous amount of data; it is quite invaluable. The name “The Hermitage” has
aroused my interest. Do you know its origin?
By now you will have my revised “Proposed Route for Maine” and will note that we have solved
many of the earlier problems. After I have an opportunity to study your letter of July 1st in
connection with your maps, there will undoubtedly be further revisions in the route and other
matters of which I shall wish to write you.
Except for one or two minor localities we have an existing route except over the Chairback,
Barren group. We have an offer from a fire warden to cut the trail over these peaks. I am trying
to persuade some of the constituent organizations of the Trail Conference to finance this.
I am enclosing a check for the maps. I should welcome an opportunity to see your set of “still”
photographs or those which pertain to our proposed trail route. What would be the approximate
cost of a new set? Undoubtedly some would be most useful for Appalachian Trail purposes and
with your permission and proper acknowledgment; perhaps we could get extra prints of them. I
shall appreciate your letting me know about the photos.
I am much interested to know that Benton MacKaye will visit you at Moosehead. He is known
as the “Nestor” of the Trail project. He has a copy of the proposed route across Maine and will
enjoy discussing it with you.
CC: Mr. Walter D. Greene, Sebec Lake, Maine
CC: Mr. Benton MacKaye, Shirley Center, Mass.
If you ever are in the vicinity of Sebec Lake, I hope you can see Walter D. Greene, who has done
so much to help us with this project. I presume I can order additional prints of the map from
Prentiss & Carlisle.
July 8, 1932. Myron Avery to Walter Greene
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Dear Walter:
I have had a delightful journey with your letter of July 5th and the map. I asked Philbrick to
send you one but keep this until it arrives, then return this copy to me.
You know that any possible arrangements will be made through you. You will be our altis ego
as we say in the law or the plain boss. If I fail to raise the money for cutting now, I am sure of it
another year. So the scheme is to have you go over the route with young Davis, mark just where
it will go and then he can start even if you are away—or even do it next spring.
The Hinckley map will help you. It is for you.
Your revised route sounds great to me. It only revises our plan a little; means going along south
slope of Barren rather than along north slope from Slugundy. We must cover Boarstone on main
route—no side trail here—but from Little Wilson this can go up Moore road to tower and out to
Bodfish School, then to Farm, then to Onawa Station, via southwest shore of lake. Also want to
hit Cloud Pond and highest peak of Barren, Chairback cliffs and East Chairback Pond and cut
across Arnold trail (if possible). The advantage is, as you say, better route and less labor on the
slope, which can be used elsewhere to better advantage. Of course, the primary consideration is
to see if a through trail from Bodfish Farm to Onawa exists, but a missing link could be put in
easier than cutting on Barren.
Will send you photostats of the Jo Merry map soon. Whatever comes of this Walter, we are
finding tremendous pleasure in it and I hope much good will come of it.
How interesting it all sounds. Think of a farm in there.
Understood from Philbrick that state road would be continued to head of Onawa Lake.
When you see Davis go into that Moxie Bald situation carefully. There may be some way north
without having to use the road which will land you near Shirley and close to the head of Little
Wilson as you want to be.
I am interested in the Little Wilson history and that old road. Get all you can. We will use it.
You will remember that an alternative route was from the Forks out via old Shirley tote-road.
This ends well but misses Moxie and Pleasant. Shall send you topographic maps.
Guess this answers all. Go ahead on the assumption that we go over Boarstone via Onawa Lake
to East Chairback.
Things are still chaotic here. Waiting for some decision as to how the Economy Bill will work
out—probably a five day week until July, 1933—no vacations till then. So just as well Schairer
and I weren’t planning for this summer. Leave will be resumed in July, 1933. Things are going
quite well here. We are better satisfied, I suppose, with two of a kind. Congratulations on your
writing. Read it all at first attempt—wonderful.
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July 8, 1932. Vico C. Isola, Maine Development Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
I have read with much interest your letter of June 30 with its enclosure. I am taking the matter of
this trail up with the Forest Commissioner to get a ruling from him as to the attitude of the
timberland owners in letting more people into the woods of the state through new trails and will
be glad to advise you immediately upon word from the Commissioner.
July 9, 1932. James E. Scott, Supervisor, White Mountain National Forest, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of July 5, addressed to the Chairman and members of the Steering Committee
of the New England Trail Conference, and of July 7, to me personally.
You certainly did not, in any degree, bore me with your communication regarding the Maine
section of the Appalachian Trail. You present the case in a most interesting and convincing
fashion and I am today writing Mr. Comey that I very heartily approve your proposal.
July 11-13, 1932. Arthur Comey to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I presume that as you refer to “the newest trail cutter” it’s a boy! May I congratulate the Avery
family?
Please note correction in {some of poorly drafted?} your Maine data:-my last Appalachia article
was 1930, not 1931. I trust on reflection you may agree with me that, as elsewhere, valley points
are the normal section points for guidebook data in Maine, and that your section 2 should end at
Dead River, not the summit of Bigelow. The distances become 94, 63 and for the section I am
describing 86 miles, a total of 243 miles, plus 12 miles from Grafton Notch to the N. H.
boundary. Should not this last bit receive a brief reference in the Maine chapter?
And should there not be a table included in the general introduction, listing the various mileages,
state by state? Thank you for preparing the introduction.
As for maps, I propose the following:
Small map of New England showing A.T. and little else.
Series of detailed maps for Mass.
Detailed map from Long Trail Lodge to Happy Hill, or whatever point the D.O.C. maps include.
Copy of my Appalachia map, probably corrected at north end.
Map or 2 maps of the proposed route beyond Dead River
No. 1 I can and will prepare.
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No. 2 I will prepare, but the difficulty with the maps that I returned to you was that in several
places they were indefinite, had more than one pencil, purple, or red route, etc. If you have the
exact data, will you not take this same series that you sent me, and at every point where there is
more than one line, or only a feeble one, remark it unmistakably by a sharp special line. Also, if
there are any side trails you can mark accurately enough for our book and that you think would
help, will you put them on also. And then send the set to me once more and I will draft another
set for reproduction, and return yours.
No. 5 I have never seen in detail, so if you can send me a U.S.G.S. sheet with the route
accurately marked on it I will prepare a duplicate for reproduction.
Beyond this point I am willing to include additional maps if the D.O.C. care to lend us their cuts,
or to let us copy them in black and white. I have no copy of their guide, but have seen the
A.M.C. copy. However their guide is so excellent that I would prefer simply to refer to that, just
as we do in Connecticut and on the Long Trail.
No. 5 you must help me on. Some one must mark a copy of the Army map you so kindly sent
me with the route the whole way, including a small extension of the map east at Jo Merry and
one west at West Carry Pond. I think it just as well to make this a fold map showing the whole
route as to cut it up in single page maps, though this can be done, once the original is properly
draughted.
It’s too bad you haven’t a sense of humor. Then you could laugh at yourself as I did, and things
wouldn’t spoil life so, as your letter certainly would have spoiled my vacation when I read it in
the peace and good fellowship of our clearing party at Chocorua, had it not been so palpably
funny. Well, let it go. One funny detail however perhaps you can laugh with me at: the idea of
getting $25, or anything out of old Fred Edgerly. However, both your letters to me quoted $50
as to what you asked from the NETC, and then you sent out a letter to the steering committee
mentioning only the sum $100. You had previously volunteered to try to get $25 among
yourselves. I am neutral in the matter. I have said my say and will let it go at that unless some
new factor comes up. I gave you a perfectly respectable way of pushing your point, which you
took, -and there doesn’t seem to have been any occasion for your venting any more calumny as
you did. But, frankly it is hard to take you seriously when you go off that way. Even your letter
of July 5 to the Steering Committee is so full of foolish, and unnecessary, exaggerations, as
seriously to prejudice your point.
Have you ever heard of the Eastern States Mountain Club? It “germinated” in the state you so
malign, Maine, and unless you already know some final reason why its members, 40 or more
men, may not take up the sponsorship of a part of the A.T. there, it would seem quite within the
bounds of possibility. As soon as I hear again from its founder, Mr. Fogg, I will know better
how fast they can be brought along. It would seem that, since many Portlanders go to Rangeley
summers, and the whole stretch from Grafton Notch to Dead River is within 100 miles of
Portland, they might well be made interested in opening and maintaining this section.
Some of these fine groups of mountains you mention seem rather small pickings. Thus, in a
country with a base level of 962’ Moxie Bald rises only to 2630’ and Pleasant Pond Mtn. only
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2460’, just 1216’ above the pond. You pay for that with 4 miles of auto road and then 6 miles
along the main route of the region, and when I last saw it one of the damndest disagreeable
stretches to walk along imaginable. At its end you have still the boat across the reservoir to
arrange. However, this does not affect the route north of Boarstone, unless these mountains also
prove to be low above their base level. I think the route via the Forks and Shirley should still be
kept in mind unless new obstacles develop and there may be other possibilities, such as Carritunk
to Pierce Pond. However, I do not think these constitute a barrier to publishing Stubb’s or any
other preferred proposed route in the forthcoming guide.
By the way, Dickson asks if you ever received our Proposed Open Spaces in Massachusetts
map,-about 52” long, in 7 colors. You will remember it if you have ever seen it. If not, I will
send you one.
P.S. In your revision of Page 6 and 6a of the Maine section, on page 6 below the title to Sec. II,
you give the distance as 64 m, instead of 68, as in previous drafts. But you send no copy or other
remarks about this change. Is it a misprint for 68? I also suggest that while it is desirable in the
text both at end of Sec. I and beginning of Sec. II to use the full descriptive name of Bodfish
Siding, that in the headings and in tables, etc., this can be shortened to the simple name Bodfish,
as it appears on my {Official State of Me. Publicity Bur.} map. And then, for aesthetic reasons
put it first and the Highway No. in ( ).
July 11, 1932. Myron Avery to Frank Hinckley
Dear Mr. Hinckley:
Your letter of July 6th crossed mine of the 7th. I had not received your letter of the 1st and the
maps when the revised description of the Trail route across Maine was mailed to you. Of course,
I know much more about the region now.
I am not surprised that you should be somewhat at a loss to detect what is the controlling
principle in the location of the trail route across Maine. Geographically it should be the most
direct route between Grafton Notch and Katahdin and as much a skyline route as the broken
topography permits. Some detour is permissible for including outstanding points but the route
must not become too circuitous. Side trails take care of outstanding points off the main route.
The permanence of trails and the availability of public camp sites and sporting camps, which we
can use, are matters of very considerable importance. We have had to give weight to the element
of expediency by reason of the limited interest in the Trail in Maine and the lack of organizations
to put through the route. I feel, however, most strongly that this situation has not in any way
lowered the standard of the route. One might have expected otherwise under such
circumstances.
Originally we thought of crossing the Kennebec at The Forks. Our information indicates a better
southern route across Pleasant and Moxie Bald Mountains, so as to land us in Blanchard at the
end of the Forest Service trail. The next objective is Boarstone. Had we come from the Forks to
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Greenville, then the route over Rum, Elephant and Baker to Whitecap would have been the only
route if the trail could have been constructed over these peaks. Coming from Blanchard, these
peaks lie off the main route.
Mr. Greene has given us much help with the project. The main route follows the line of his
travels in this region for many years. He is investigating several dubious spots. As fast as we
procure new information from the many sources with which we are in contact we revise our
plans, as we find better trails or some other scheme has become more advisable. You will see
from the enclosed that we followed the advice of Greene, Arnold and Philbrick and we have
located our route over the Boarstone-Barren range. We believe that we will procure a more
interesting and scenic route and will avoid some miles of hard cutting on Barren.
The amount of new cutting which we can do in putting the Trail through is necessarily limited.
We fear that in this section the Boarstone to Pleasant River Gulf would be all we could attempt.
I am trying to procure funds from outdoor organizations to cover this trail work. We must not
miss this group. It will have a side approach from Katahdin Iron Works and Arnold’s camps. If
we can get new trail cut over these peaks, I think that the present existing roads and trails will
give us a through connection to Katahdin of a very high scenic order.
I think it would be difficult to try and plan any other new Trail construction for the present,
except this group.
I should like very much to have an opportunity to talk with you personally. With the prospect of
the Departments all being on a five day week, I fear that I shall not be in Maine this summer.
With what I have outlined as to our trail principles and the restricted scope of our powers, I shall
be most pleased to have your general reaction to the route outlined. If our plans were changed so
as to come from Greenville, the expenditure which we planned to devote to the Boarstone group
would, of course, be applied to the Rum, Elephant, Baker and Whitecap route. It would hardly
seem to fit into the main route but it could form a side or approach trail.
I was interested to see that your main roads and or trails traverse the regions at right angles. This
I should consider a fortunate combination.
I shall be much obliged to you if you will let me know the situation with respect to the
photographs.
I have asked Prentiss & Carlisle if I could obtain additional blueprints as needed from them, to
prevent having to trouble you.
Again thanking you for your interest and very real help.
CC: Mr. Greene
CC: Benton MacKaye
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July 11, 1932. Perceval Sayward to Myron Avery
My dear Mr. Avery,
I think the enclosed to Sisk will be of interest and I hope meets with your approval.
Yours truly,
P.S. In a few days I hope to see Ned Draper as a possible source of that $100 in case the N. E. T.
C. fails.
July 11, 1932. Perceval Sayward to Harlan P. Sisk
My dear Mr. Sisk:
Having received from Mr. Myron Avery a communication in reference to the New England Trail
Conference contributing $100 and their moral support thereby to the cutting of ten miles of the
Appalachian Trail in Maine, I venture to write to you out of my regard for the work Mr. Avery is
doing, though somewhat in doubt as to his intention that I do so and realizing also that I am a
rank outsider.
The well grounded policy of the Conference in respect to the opening of trails only when strong
local organizations promise maintenance is well understood and appreciated by me. However
like all policies, it is not worth much if blindly adhered to for there may be exceptions. Avery
may be wrong in thinking this Maine case is an exception.
Why isn’t it a good business risk, however, to assume that he may be right, that this small
expenditure and support by the conference will ultimately result in a permanent through trail in
Maine virtually completing the A.T.?
There is something so stirring to the imagination in the idea of the Appalachian Trail that to
many of us it appears as if a point should be strained now and again in giving it support. Its very
existence has a certain inspirational value to trail workers and trail lovers everywhere I
apprehend from my own personal feelings.
Another genuine reason, it appears to me, for making an exception to the Conference policy is
the encouragement it would give to Mr. Avery in the tremendous amount of work and
accomplishment in connection with the A.T. that is to be credited to him. This is known to you
far better than it is to me, who has yet no personal acquaintance with Mr. Avery or the A.T. as
such. When an individual is found who is willing to throw himself so wholeheartedly into the
work of creating a trail which has the hearty approval as I understand it, of the Conference, it
would seem as if he should meet with the utmost encouragement and cooperation even though it
might create what would ordinarily be a dangerous precedent.
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Trusting that you and your confreres will finally conclude to advance the required funds, and
trusting that you will understand the motives that lead an out of door enthusiast to take the risk of
intruding, I am
Very truly yours,
July 12, 1932. W. L. Arnold, Proprietor, Big Houston Pond Camps, to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
My dear Mr. Avery:
After reading through your summary I have concluded that the impression I had of your plan
must be incorrect, because so much of the route you’ve indicated runs through the valleys instead
of along the mountain tops. I supposed that you would wish to run your trail along the summits,
wherever there was already an existing trail, particularly, and make your side trips to the valleys,
for over night accommodations, rather than the reverse, with the exception, of course, of the Gulf
which, I fully agree, should not be left out.
You speak of the connection to Cooper Brook, for instance, by way of Mud and Boardman
Ponds. My idea would not include this route at all. The trail that I have in mind (reading from
this end towards Mt. Katahdin, but the reverse is easy) leads up to White Cap from the south,
then along Spruce and Shanty Mts. then down by the head of B Pond and up onto Boardman Mt.
From Boardman onto Jo Mary Mt. then down by way of Potter’s Trail, which is maintained in
your summary as a side trip. There are existing trails for most of this distance.
In regard to the trail from E. Chairback Pond to Pleasant River, it comes in two miles below the
Hermitage. I don’t know its present condition, but am sure it wouldn’t be difficult to reopen it.
A much better trail, however, parallels this to the south, leading from Chairback Mt. to Pleasant
River, coming in near White Brook, as I wrote you previously.
Second, Third, and Fourth Peaks are part of the Chairback Range—see Am. Thread Co. map.
West Chairback Pond lies west of Columbus Mt.
I think I’ve covered most of your questions except about the route from the west and Barren Mt.,
which I’d be glad to talk over with Mr. Greene. It’s rather complicated to describe in detail.
July 12, 1932. Frank C. Hinckley to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your letter of July 7. I am enclosing receipted bill for $6.92 for alteration of maps
and blue prints.
I am very glad that you found my small contribution, towards locating the Appalachian, of value.
I felt a bit guilty in sending you a bill for this small cost, but as I have to operate at minimum
cost at this time, I felt it advisable to do so.
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The Hermitage which you asked about was built originally by a man who lived there alone for
many years, hence the name. My memory is that it was somewhere in the seventies and that at
death of the hermit it was occupied by a Boston man named Morse somewhere in the nineties or
early nineteen hundred. His family of five children were brought up there during the summer
vacations and occupied it for a while as grown and married men and women. They were just
about terminating their ownership, when I came into the region to map and explore it for timber,
in 1913. It is now the property of the Advance Bag and Paper Company, who have built one or
two new buildings and occupy it occasionally as a recreational camp for officials. It is in the
finest grove of white pine that I know of in the state.
I will let you know about the “still” photographs some-time later. My own photographs do not
show the region from Borestone to Chairback, but my moving pictures give the region in fine
detail. There would be no cost except printing for my own photographs. The Call Studios
charge seventy-five cents retail and give them to me at half price. There are perhaps eight or ten
of Call’s photographs of interest, and an equal number of my own.
The Prentiss & Carlisle map of Piscataquis County, now being finished, is the most accurate now
published. Unfortunately, they do not contain locations of mountains.
July 12, 1932. Walter Greene to Myron Avery, [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Interesting happening. Philbrick, Davis etc. were here Sat. night. Yesterday went down the Little
Wilson. Your letter of 8th with Jo Merry map yesterday. Also I got letter from Hinckley, only
it’s this form letter of his project. The letter you said of his to you you were sending you never
did. No doubt you will find it in your papers. Also Trail Manual from Wash. office A. M. C.
[sic] which I’ll digest. Very glad to have Jo Merry map. Where did you get it. Philbrick left me
a copy of his map. Really an excellent one. Will send yours back. I’d been to Dover Sat. Didn’t
get back until 7. They had been down in the aft. Failed to find me but returned in the evening.
Philbrick upstanding young chap. Very efficient I should judge. Perhaps a little self conscious.
Intelligent of course. Davis a fine old fellow. Seems to know the country by the foot. His son
Lyman I liked. Thickset and strong. Looking nice intelligent face. A good type. Seems capable
and the kind who would do a good job. Then another John Hopkins chap also. They talked for
two hrs. Davis gave me some Little W. information. Also the top of Barren. We discussed the
two routes. They are very strong for going the original plan. Perhaps they are right. It is a moot
question. I’ll know about the south shore of Onawa this week for I’m going into Bodfish Farm.
It gives a magnificent view of the lake and mts. which is one of the finest scenically in Me. The
Notch road would need no clearing and is a lovely woods road, that’s all. It would take us to the
top (Cloud Pond) but would only X the end of the mt. Wish I had been over its length. Davis
said there were only two or three places for a view but they were grand ones. (See map) Said by
keeping down a bit on the mt. would avoid a deal of scrub. It’s about 3 or 4 miles of trail to
make. No doubt some good going in places. Cloud Pond is not the highest point. B. has a big
hump in the center. My judgments of course on these men were snap ones. Need bearing out. I
feel Lyman is a good man for it. Philbrick of course may be swayed by his friendship for them
and would want to throw as much work as possible his way. It sure is rough hard work. They
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would have to tote grub and camp. I suggested a relay at York’s Camp. We talked finances.
Philbrick suggested a daily wage. Two men. Perhaps wise. A flat rate might mean poor work if
it didn’t work and one can’t tell how long it takes. Philbrick kind of steered it for Davis, but the
proceedings were fair enough. They suggested a wage of 3.00 a day with dollar a day for grub.
Rd. workers here get 2.85 and earn about 50% of it. They get their own grub, but are near
home. Struck me as fair, for it’s a rough job, especially as no doubt with no other distraction up
there they will put in long days. These people I think would want to show results as I gave them
to understand I was going to check up.
So there you are. If used 100.00 give about 12 two man days. Ought to go quite a distance.
They say Arnold’s line to E.C. Pond has been well kept up. You will have to let me know what
you think. If you raise the money, we will have to decide this soon for we can’t figure this this
winter. P. suggested (good) that if you didn’t raise the money if enough could be gotten to spot a
line without clearing this year, this sounds sensible. I go to the Notch Friday for 4 or 5 days. I’ll
try to cover all the ground except Barren to see what’s what. Gil goes with me. We can drive in
to B. Farm and put a canoe in and X to north side of O. Lake and pick up the trail. Quite a cruise
yesterday. I’ve marked the route. Am sending you a Cimpher map. Found two of them. Drove
to Shirley Corners. Got some information. We took an old wood hauling road begins close to
Spectacle Pond on auto road until it struck the old stage road going north. It hit the Little W. just
at the right of way and the abutments of the old bridge. They still stand firm altho the bridge and
signs of road are gone. From here we worked down stream shifting from one side to the other
(easy) as the old roads and trails invited. It was on the whole surprisingly good going, but about
a mile and a half or two above the falls we ran into trouble. Quite a big dose of alders and bad
going. Probably half mile of it. From there down the going was alternately good and bad. I
roughly indicated a line which we could easily follow (spotting and breaking) as far as the alders.
It was getting along and I had to meet the car at the road at 5. So I had to move. No doubt one
could spot back around the alders and pick up the stream and find better going than I did from
there down. I had no time to weigh it. It’s about 4 ½ miles from Spec. Ponds to the L. W. from
there down to rd. about 6. Roughly about 11 miles. The woods roads are excellent. All hard
growth. The first 2 miles pitch up a little only one or two wet spots, very few dead falls. It
needs about two days for a man with a scythe to cut out a lot of small bushes and fix it up. The
L. W. would need some work no question. I figure the whole trail roughly might cost about $40
to clear. A guess. For the length not so bad, for you know how these streams grow up. Only that
one bunch of alders tho. On the whole a good route. Thru the woods and following the streams
much, but really until you reach the falls no distinctive scenery. They are magnificent so we will
have to figure this. Despite a sentimental and imaginative streak wished on me (no actor
succeeds without them) I can be decidedly literal and practical and I want to know what’s ahead
when I jump. Is it best to take it around to B. S. [Bodfish Siding] by the dirt roads. No cutting
and view from them is lovely. Or being a wilderness trail should we follow the woods as much
as possible. That no doubt we could talk over this winter. I’m going to find out what we have to
face if I can this summer before I go north. Must get this in the mail.
You didn’t send a letter as you said from Hinckley or one from Davis, but I’ve seen him.
There’s a rd. from Kokadjo I hear to Sherman’s (south side of Roach. Private gate. Foot travel
allowed) Rd. from there to Chadwick’s. You will have to take this up. Moore lives in Cal. You
will have to get his permission to spot up that B. Mt. road. It’s private property. A gate at B. S.
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but you can go thru on foot. A Mr. Tatum I hear at Onawa looks after things. I’ll find his first
name. No doubt a letter to him, requesting him to forward it will reach him. Fine type. I feel he
will consent. Best to push these trails thru as quietly as possible. The lumber Cos. wouldn’t
have a chance to think it over. People cross their land now, and trappers spot lines. No doubt it
would be allright, but their imagination works on I’m the boss complex, if they have time to
think. Get the P. R. map back when you can. Walter Arnold guessed Randall was at Milo still. I
think Sherman or Chadwick might have these for sale. I bought mine long ago from Webster
(Sherman’s). Better write all those camp owners again now and take a chance the dead will
awaken. Did you hear from Clifford at Rainbow. He doesn’t stay there. The place is usually
run by a guide. John Farrington (slack). Must get this in. Glad all is well. Good luck. Vale!
{Robt. J. Moore, c/0 Mrs. Tatum, Onawa, Me.}
{Want the Wadleigh map back don’t you}
[The following accounting in Greene’s hand but related to ??]
Trip
Long Pond
Postage, tel.
Willie
Monson
Gilman’s auto
Gas and oil

34.95
11.
5.
7.50
4.50
7.
7.
76.05

July 13, 1932. Vico C. Isola, Executive Secretary, Maine Development Commission, to
Myron Avery
Dear Sir: In further reply to your letter of June 30th, and supplementing our letter of July 8th, I
have taken up the matter from the timberland owners standpoint of the proposed route of the
Appalachian Trail across Maine and take great pleasure in advising you that you may look for
full cooperation from the Forestry Department, Fish & Game Department and ourselves.
I expect to hear from you as to how we can best cooperate with you.
Undated (“Wednesday”) letter from Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [From context, I
believe that this was written on July 13, 1932.] [Hand-written]
Dear Myron
Got back from the Notch yesterday. Had a very enjoyable stay. I always loved that region and
the Notch Camp, which is a very fine woods cabin. Then I had good Co. Gil and his room mate
at Bowdoin, a chap named Gailbraith from Portland, 6 ft. 2 hammer thrower. Fine lad, quiet and
thotful of others, a harmonious gang which is the only comfort to have. It didn’t turn out as I
planned. Seldom does. We forded the canoe to Bodfish Farm and crossed the lake. Heavy packs.
This made the journey a very easy one. Had plenty of good grub. Weather’s been rotten up
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north this year. Rained every day. Rainy in this month. Nights very cold. The first day I went
up on 3rd and fourth peaks. As I see it, Philbrick hasn’t done right by 4.3.2 peaks. 2nd as I
would call it where the monument cliff is (not 3rd as you indicate). 3rd is lower peak between
4th and 3rd. [This doesn’t make sense but is exactly what he wrote.] 4th is really a continuation
of Barren (Some call it Little Barren here.) with only a slight sag between the two. 4th has a
very long spur running somewhat south-east, declining almost to Indian Pond. It’s a high peak,
almost as high as Barren. There would be only a slight dip in the trail from Barren to 4th. 3rd
has lower and 2nd quite a high peak. To north of East Columbus looms up, a high bold mt. But
looks all wooded. I see no cliffs on it from the monument. Maybe on the other side. I took an
old road swinging to west of north and came up on top of 3rd, kept east on top. I made no
attempt to spot. Davis will have to follow his own line. If one keeps in the clumps of spruce on
top and works from one to the other the going is surprisingly good, and open with some fine
views north. To do this the line will have to zigzag a good deal. To get out of the spruce is to
get into an awful mess of small firs and saplings underlaid with dri-ki and dead falls. One has to
fight his way thru. We came eventually to the monument. Myron I can’t really describe the
grandeur of the view from here. I honestly believe it will be the finest on the trail. The cliff is
sheer with no trees to obscure the view. Long Pond lies at one’s feet and the sweep of the valley
to the north is so broad one can see North West and East. Mountains looming everywhere. The
Saddlerock [now called Saddleback] being very impressive. Katahdin is seen distinctly in a gap
between two mts. directly north. To the West, in the distance there are some wonderful peaks,
no doubt around Moosehead. How I wished for a movie sweep of it. I feel this spot will become
famous in time. Monument cliff is a good name for it. On a small wind battered spruce which
stands on the cliff I put the first official spot of the trail, unless others have been put on other
sections than this. I said a little prayer and really felt the moment. Imagination . Who can
foretell the future. Let us hope it will work out as we plan. Sentiment again also perhaps. I love
this spot and wanted to commemorate it. I wrote on the blaze the legend, and signed it. Vainly,
perhaps, but somehow I don’t think so. Eventually Davis will pick this spot up on the way to
West C. Pond. We worked our way back to camp, then quite a distance. The 2nd day came in
raining heavily, the boys went down the brook for a mess of trout and I started back of the camp
in the trail to the farm and the old lumber camp in there. There’s a maze of old roads and trails
in there. I started up north on one to go to the top of 4th. It was a terrible affair. Gullied out and
brushed. I kept going up and gradually realized it was an old road going up Barren, and it ends
near the pond there. By this time it was pouring and I was wet and chilled. It was no day to
wander alone over that dangerous country, so I worked back to camp. The road that leads thru
the sag I should have picked up further on I find. It’s not a bad one. Lou tells me 4th is not bad
going thru the spruce on top. I remember I was up there years ago and it was open going in the
spruce on a beautiful carpet of heavy moss. I imagine all the tops of these mts. are more or less
similar. Will go in later and go to Cloud Pond, then over on 4th and work it out east. I just want
to see the condition. If the going is nice, I’ll go up to W. C. Pond, camp there and work over
Columbus to E. C. Pond and have a line in conditions. I’ll make no attempt to traverse the length
of Barren. Davis knows that. I imagine it’s similar. From Bodfish Farm one gets a wonderful
slant on Barren. It’s very long. Roughly there must be 4 miles of it.
Now Myron here’s how I feel about it. To clear the length of these mountains this summer is
quite a big task. Just how fast these two men can work I don’t know. I feel it wise if they spot
and paint their line as far as Long Pond and clear out the worst of the dead falls. That will be
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quite a job. Then you have something concrete and the bushes can be cleared later. If they get
thru to Long Pond before the money expended (If you raise it), why they can swing back and
clear completely as far as they can. Otherwise if possible it could be done next spring. To
completely clear it, I feel they would not have enough time. Of course a good depends on how
good workers they are. That we will have to find out, but I feel Davis is a good man. I feel also
that the route up Slugundy is the better, altho it entails a long cutting. The Notch road is good
but by that you will only cover the east corner of Barren. Either route is good tho. The Am.
Thread has marked and cleared a boundary line (red paint) to the top of Barren, crossing near the
pond. I passed it on the trail, a half mile from the camp. I hear there’s a way down (no trail)
from the fire station on Boarstone to shore opp. Eads Island, and hits the tin can trail (tin cans
nailed to trees) which leads to Onawa Station. They say this tin can trail has grown very blind
now. Drew is at present building a road from the farm to Bodfish Landing (cars then can go).
He tells me one can work around from there to Eads Island. Old roads in there but they sure
have to be cut and cleared. The road from the farm to Slugundy is all clear. Muddy and rutted
tho. There you are. Later I think I will go into 3rd Roach (You can drive there) and carry canoe
to Mud. There I can work toward Berry and Chadwick’s and try to work the trails and
conditions towards C. The route is tricky and goodness knows what happened since the years I
was there, but it’s only a few miles, maybe I can work a line over to W.B. Ponds, we will see.
Your letter to the camp owners may get an answer. I don’t think so. Their attitude is habitual.
They exist, that’s all. No doubt they will take the trade if it comes, but won’t lift a hand. Got
the geo. maps. Thanks so much. Will study them later. Must close. All my best. Life in the old
guy still, but I like to work my own way. All very best. Write and give me all the news.
Can’t read it over.
July 14, 1932. Myron Avery to Proprietor, West Carry Pond Camps
Dear Sir:
Will you kindly send me one of your camp booklets. By letter of May 19, 1932, I inquired if
there was a through trail around the south side of the lake on which your camp was situated. I
did not receive any reply and I presume the letter must have miscarried. I would be very much
obliged for any information which you can give me in this respect.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written after he had left the office.
CC: Mr. Greene
July 14, 1932. Myron Avery to Ralph Sterling
Dear Mr. Sterling:
I wrote you on May 19th and 31st, 1932, making some inquiry as to matters suggested by Forest
Supervisor Stubbs. I can appreciate you have been very busy with the fire situation but if you
could let us have this information in the near future it would help us greatly.
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Dictated by Mr. Avery but written after he had left the office.
CC: Mr. Greene
July 14, 1932. Myron Avery to Mrs. Robert McDougall, Nahmakanta Lake Camps
Dear Mrs. McDougall:
On June 15, 1932, I wrote you making some inquiries suggested by Mr. Greene as to trail
conditions in your vicinity. We wished this specific information so that we could determine the
possibilities of a through trail connection in the region with which you are familiar.
I can appreciate you have been very busy with your camp duties and a reply to my letter has been
delayed for this reason. If, however, you could let us have the information requested in the near
future, Mr. Greene and I would very much appreciate it.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written after he had left the office.
CC: Mr. Greene
July 14, 1932. Myron Avery to Fred Chadwick, West Branch Ponds
Dear Mr. Chadwick:
On May 26, 1932, I wrote you making some inquiries suggested by Mr. Greene as to trail
conditions in your vicinity. We wished this specific information so that we could determine the
possibilities of a through trail connection in the region with which you are familiar.
I can appreciate you have been very busy with your camp duties and a reply to my letter has been
delayed for this reason. If, however, you could let us have the information requested in the near
future, Mr. Greene and I would very much appreciate it.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written after he had left the office.
CC: Mr. Greene
July 14, 1932. Myron Avery to Charlie Berry
Dear Mr. Berry:
On May 26, 1932, I wrote you making some inquiries suggested by Mr. Greene as to trail
conditions in your vicinity. We wished this specific information so that we could determine the
possibilities of a through trail connection in the region with which you are familiar.
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I can appreciate you have been very busy with your camp duties and a reply to my letter has been
delayed for this reason. If, however, you could let us have the information requested in the near
future, Mr. Greene and I would very much appreciate it.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written after he had left the office.
CC: Mr. Greene
July 14, 1932. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Clifford’s Sporting Camps
Dear Mr. Clifford:
On June 8, 1932, I wrote you making some inquiries suggested by Mr. Greene as to trail
conditions in your vicinity. We wished this specific information so that we could determine the
possibilities of a through trail connection in the region with which you are familiar.
I can appreciate you have been very busy with your camp duties and a reply to my letter has been
delayed for this reason. If, however, you could let us have the information requested in the near
future, Mr. Greene and I would very much appreciate it.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written after he had left the office.
CC: Mr. Greene
July 15, 1932. Shailer Philbrick to Myron Avery. [Hand-written from Big Houston Camps]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have received your latest route under post mark of July 12. I am going to state my views on the
revision of the route from Barren. Your change of trail route to bring it from the peak of Barren
(usually referred to as the “copper plate” on Barren due to the triangulation bench mark on the
peak) down to Cloud Pond and then southeast to the Notch and then down to the foot of Lake
Onawa, etc., will change what is now a feasible and beautiful trail into a very difficult trail with
the unpleasantness of railroad trains and uneven walking of ties and switches. The trail from the
“copper plate” to Cloud Pond can be cut thru a hair tangle of fir and down over a series of cliffs
and ledges with reasonable success, but from the pond to the Notch or from the Pond straight
south to the good trail from the Notch to the trestles at the foot of Lake Onawa would be
extremely unwise. The slope from the Pond south is steep, the growth very thick and the down
timber plentiful. It is hard going. I have been pretty much over all the country I am writing
about and I consider that the east end of Barren from the copper plate to the Notch is by far the
worst country of any on my map. I have nothing to gain by this trail but I do want to see it
routed in the most advantageous manner. The trail from the Notch to the trestle is good, and it is
easy to cross Ship Pond stream (the outlet of Lake Onawa) under the trestle and easy to walk out
to the △ (traverse station) at the south end of the long C.P.R. tangent west of Onawa Station, but
the “tin can” trail which leads along the west end of Lake Onawa is not a scenic trail and much
of it is thru swamp country. The logical trail to take to the summit of Boarstone, if you are going
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to route it thru Onawa and the “tin can” trail is a trail which ascends from the shore of Lake
Onawa just west of Eades Island, which is the only island on the west side of Lake Onawa. This
trail is steep and will require respotting and a little cutting but on the whole is a good trail. This
would cut out the swamp north of the upper end of Lake Onawa and also the distance up to
Bodfish Farm to Bodfish School and back up Boarstone ridge to the fire camp, which is the
objective of the Eades Island Trail to Boarstone. (At the fire camp, all trails join and proceed
together to the Lookout station.) From the lookout the trail is OK as far as we know—we will
know more about it after Mr. Greene finishes his scouting.
I want to state the object of this trail as I understand it. A trail which is on the high points and
which is beautiful and which is negotiable by the average person and which utilizes as much cut
trail as possible and which takes advantages of possible over night shelters. A trail can be easily
spotted from the copper plate on Barren to the ledges at west end of Barren and thence down to
Slugundy where is it only about 1000’ horizontally and 200’ at most in elevation to the Long
Pond tote road, a telephone line road which is in constant use, which leads to Bodfish farm.
The view from the ledges on Barren (shown by the brown patch where 5 or 6 contours merge in
the cliff on my map) is superb and commands all of the Onawa basin and south beyond Sebec
Lake and west to Bigelow, one sweet view—I sketched contours for 6 hours from that set up on
the ledge. Harry and Lyman Davis concurred with this feeling about the ledges. You would be
missing one of the prize values if you went down by Onawa and omitted the ledges.
My trail would run from Bodfish farm up the Long Pond Tote Road to Slugundy up Barren to the
ledges, along the ridge to the Peak (copper plate) east dropping down to the view of the Cloud
Pond, where a side trail could be cut down to the Pond, north of east to Fourth Mtn., on to
Third—which I climbed on the 13th—which gives a glorious view down Long Pond besides the
many mountains, —down a new and recently spotted trail to the lean to (permanent and possible
as a regular overnight stopping place) on the west shore of W. Chairback Pond opposite the
island, then either around the north side of W. C. Pond or around the south side probably, the
north side, on to Columbus which is entirely wooded and with no definite peak but with a
gorgeous view from the top of a 40’ spruce (any of those up there would do) down into the
saddle between Columbus and Chairback, a side trail up to the Chairback cairn where the view
NE and East is first obtained, back to the saddle between Chairback and Columbus and then to E.
Chairback Pond to catch the trail to York’s Camps. From the saddle an alternative outlet trail
goes to Arnold’s and K.I., thence down river via the jitney to Brownville Jct.
That is the trail as I see it. I have covered it from Third to E.C. Pond this year and from Bodfish
to the east end of Barren last year.
I shall be glad to hear from you on this.
July 18th, 1932. Harry Davis to Myron Avery [Marginal notes by Walter Greene]
Dear Sir—
In reply to your last letter I will make answer to your questions as follows—
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No 1. The telephone line goes all the way up White Brook to the top of White Cap on the south
side and will be a very good trail. There is a very good lumber road once used for cars up this
trail for several miles to what is known as Depot Camp.
2 - The trail from Moxie Bald hits the west road out of Blanchard about a mile from the village
through which Greenville road runs.
This being about 3 miles south of the Greenville line. Connections East can be made by going
about a mile north on the Greenville road out of Blanchard thence over an old abandoned road
(with one short break to be cut) through to Monson passed Lake Hebron. Thence gravel road to
Bodfish siding (or cut north on the abandoned Lake Road (2 miles gravel out of Monson) to
Little Wilson thence down by the canyon to the Monson road) about one mile from Bodfish S.
There would be some cutting on this route not so very much.
There is an old road east from Greenville road but up the line {means no doubt to the branch into
L.W. there an old tote rd. runs from the farm there around a bog and strikes the L.W. but it’s all
too far north from Blanchard} quite a long way of gravel road from Blanchard to reach same.
Bald Mt. Dam is 4 miles down the fire line from the Look-Out Sta. on Bald and Little Moxie
Pond is about 3 miles north of this dam there is no trail of any kind between these two points but
a tote road from Little Moxie to Shirley.
The road mentioned east from Shirley is a continuation of the old Moxie tote road from Shirley
to Moxie Lake but this road is all filled up only the Shirley end which has been kept clear.
The only way to cut into this road is by way of Little Moxie by cutting trail. However the Great
Northern is cutting pulp in that country this year and it might be possible that they will have
some lumber roads that could be used to cut across this point to Little Moxie when they are
through cutting. I rather think these roads could be used a part of the way on this new trail.
However I would advise the Blanchard route.
I do not advise the route mentioned on 5 & 6 the last two sheets you sent me where the route
leaves Barren Mt. and turns East into the notch trail around Onawa as this will be rather a hard
route and will be 5 to 6 miles longer to reach Bodfish farm and cuts out one of the important
views from the West end of Barren which is only about 2 1/2 miles from this farm {right} while
the notch trail around Onawa would be at least 10. This is the idea both Bodfish farm and Barren
lay north of Onawa about 2 miles apart.
I have met Mr. Green at Sebec and will meet him later and will furnish him with any help I
possible can. He is now I believe out looking over some of these routes. {Will see him soon.}
Call on me at any time for whatever help I am able to give to you and I will do the best I can.
July 19, 1932. Charley Berry to Myron Avery
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Dear Mr. Avery
Thank you for your inquiry about trails. I have not guided any for years to speak of and Mr.
Green knows more about the trails than I do. They have cut so much pulpwood the old trails is
changed a lot.
Yours truly, Charley Berry
July 20, 1932. Myron Avery to Prentiss & Carlisle
Gentlemen:
Replying to your last letter about the cost of maps sent me at Mr. Hinckley’s request.
Kindly send one copy of each map to me at the address given below and one copy to Alfred H.
Edgerly, Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy Street, Boston, Massachusetts. Please send me bill
and I will make remittance.
Can you supply this blueprint with only the topography—omitting Mr. Hinckley’s proposed
road. If possible—at no added expense—I prefer this form.
Have you my name on your mailing list to receive notice of the appearance of your Piscataquis
maps. I am anxious to know of its issue.
July 20, 1932. Myron Avery to L. L. Randall
Dear Sir:
Some time ago I sent you check for two of your maps. As I have not heard from you, I shall
appreciate being advised if you can supply these maps and at what cost?
July 20, 1932. Myron Avery to S. S. Philbrick
Dear Philbrick:
I think we have been successful in raising the $100 for trail cutting. I shall know definitely in a
week or so.
I would like to take advantage of your offer to get three more of your maps.
To save time, I wish you would mail one to Walter Greene, Sebec Lake, Maine and the other two
to me. Kindly let me know the cost. I trust you may have seen Greene by now.
July 20, 1932. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
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[Marginal note at top of first page:] {“Hope you can raise enough money to do some work this
summer. Of course no trail is going to be put thru Maine without some expense. For the
distance we are getting off easy.”}
Dear Myron:
Just a line. Hope you got all my enclosures. Am getting ready to go into 3rd Roach Monday.
Expect to stay 3 full days. One can drive to 3rd Roach so I can take a full equipment and make a
good permanent camp. Will take the light canoe. From there Mud is only 1/2 mile. Can carry
thru. Will look into Berry’s road as far as the Boardmans and also the road to Chadwick’s.
There may be a chance to spot a route around that fir blight. Don’t know what luck I will have
on this part. Several years since I’ve been thru. It was blind enough then in places. However
I’ll try and don’t promise anything. Must be out on Friday as the Magruders come Sat. Hope I
have good weather. Later on will finish the Notch work and Jo Merry and Nahmakanta. I hope
will hit Munsungan latter part of August.
Hope you will let me know what you think of developments so far. I’m not wobbly about the
Barren route. It’s a question which is better, to get around Onawa will mean work also. Of
course if you put a line from top of Boarstone to Eads Island and picked up the tin can trail to
Onawa it would simplify matters, but there’s no line from the top thereby now. Then you would
miss Bodfish farm and it’s an interesting place with a magnificent setting in that valley. Better
send the Pleasant River map back. I didn’t tell Arnold I sent it. He may need it. Try Sherman’s
or Chadwick’s for it. The top of Barren must give a wonderful view. It’s a wise idea to take the
trail over these Mts. It’s a rugged magnificent country. Wish you could see it. Hope all is well
with you. Will report later. Best. Yours, Walter.
July 21, 1932. Frank Hinckley to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
In reference to your letter of July 11 as it refers to cutting trail from Onawa to West Branch of
Pleasant River, it seems to me that the local interests ought to do this or at any rate should assist
in doing so. There are Arnold, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine, who operates public camps at
Houston Pond and Drew at Onawa. Mr. Drew is a cranky old man, much interested in
recreational development. He has two active young sons who act as guides to the region. It is
possible that L. I. Bodfish of Onawa would also assist. He calls himself a civil engineer and is
also somewhat cranky. These men all stand to benefit by such a trail and will doubtless have
plenty of time on their hands, if measured by the whole season. They are all good woodsmen. If
you wish me to write them showing the personal advantage they may have by such cooperation, I
will do so, or you may mention my name if you wish to write them yourself.
I cannot make any financial contribution myself at this time.
I am taking the liberty of writing you further about my own plans as follows:
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The idea of financing and management which I am trying to put into concrete form at this time is
as follows:
(1) A non-profit organization containing a directorate and advisory committee of leading
business, professional, recreational and social service interests, which would secure a benefit
from the development of the project and which shall control it in order to unite commercial and
non-commercial interests in such aims as they have in common.
(2) Subsidiary corporations which shall build and operate for financial profit its roads,
hotels, camps, camp grounds, health features, land sales, etc.
(3) The sale of liquidating interest-bearing securities of the non-profit parent
organization, sufficient to pay for the entire cost of the investment, to groups and individuals
interested in the development, for public use, of lakes, forests, and mountains on a self-sustaining
basis. As these securities are liquidated through earnings, it is proposed that half the net profits
of the enterprise go to the original investors to compensate for their activities and risk, half to
maintaining and extending the public service features, which I assume to be forest recreation,
forest preservation, health, education, children’s activities and fine arts as they may apply to
artistic development and harmonious management of these fine natural surroundings.
As soon as the ground work for sound financing and management is prepared and the money
found, I am planning to make a test case of the willingness of the public to pay a toll or
admission charge for access by motor to the lakes, forests, and mountains of this region, by a
preliminary development of the project to cost about $80,000. It is believed that such a
development can be secured by marketable values in land and buildings and may be extended
from this beginning to take in the entire development of the project, as outlined in schedule 1 as
business recovers its activity.
I am not trying to secure financial backing at this time, but am aiming to work out a sound plan
of financing and management along the lines described and to secure the cooperation of those
who, at a later date, may be directly or indirectly interested in the development of this project. I
would be very glad to have your own reactions to these general plans. There are also in
Washington various government officials and I believe National Associations interested in the
development of lakes, forests, and mountains for public use. Do you think there would be a
possibility of getting any of these individuals or groups to serve on my proposed non-profit
bearing parent organization on the lines described either in advisory committee or as directors,
providing the details could be worked out in a business-like manner or who would assist in an
advisory capacity of working out the financial set-up of these general plans?
Thanking you for your consideration, I am, Sincerely,
Frank C. Hinckley
P. S. I might add that my general plans as they develop are receiving important endorsements
from well-known sources, for example, I have today received a three-page letter from Warren H.
Manning, Landscape Architect, and Regional Planning expert who was and is still, I believe,
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1927-1932 - Compiled by David Field - Page 162

Chairman of National Planning Committee, American Civic Association, and who has for over
thirty years been connected with planning of leading national, state, city, and private parks. He
writes in part: “I am much interested in your project and especially in your very thorough and
well organized presentation of the project in all its phases. I do not know another like project
that has been thought out and presented so well with a background of citations to support the
deductions and conclusions.”…”You have certainly accomplished a lot of constructive and
fundamental work in less than two years.”
Messrs. Manning, Benton MacKaye and Knight, President of New England Council are all
visiting my Moosehead Lake camp to talk over the details with me personally. F.C.H.
July 22,1932. Philip Clement, Prentiss & Carlisle, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Under separate cover, we are sending you two blue-prints showing certain areas in Katahdin Iron
Works region. At your request, we are also sending the same set to Mr. Alfred H. Edgerly,
Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy Street, Boston. A statement covering the cost of the same
will be mailed to you some time in the near future.
In regard to your inquiry in reference to our furnishing the smaller scale plan, omitting Mr.
Hinckley’s proposed road, we hardly see how it would be possible for us to do this without
involving a certain amount of expense. The road location could of course be scratched off from
our original tracing and prints made but without doubt Mr. Hinckley would need additional
copies showing his road and it would be necessary for us to re-establish the road location again
and I am very much afraid that the tracing would not stand all of this. We, however, would be
very glad to make a new tracing of this area, leaving out any of Mr. Hinckley’s information that
you see fit. We estimate that this would cost approximately $35.00
We will be very pleased to place your name on our mailing list and see that you are notified
immediately at the time our Piscataquis County maps are ready for distribution. This may be a
matter of approximately three weeks.
July 22, 1932. Myron Avery to H. P. Sisk, NETC
Dear Sisk:
Some four members of the Steering Committee, namely Messrs. Scott, Heermance, Ross and
Dickson, have advised me that they have written to either you or to Mr. Comey with respect to
the New England Trail Conference’s expending the $100 for trail construction in Maine, as
outlined in my letter to the Steering Committee.
Will you kindly let me know if their letters have been received and if this doesn’t constitute a
majority vote of the Steering Committee, so that I would be empowered to go ahead with this
project. We are waiting on this action and I would appreciate learning as soon as possible if the
action is authorized.
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July 22, 1932. Myron Avery to Maine State Library
Dear Sirs:
I am trying to develop whatever references are available for the region between Piscataquis and
Pleasant Rivers in the Maine Wilderness. I have particular reference to Boarstone, Barren,
Chairback, Benson, Whitecap Mountains, the Gulf of Pleasant River and Katahdin Iron Works.
Hubbard’s Maine Guidebook contains some information on these points.
I had thought that perhaps your library card system might be so arranged that you could detect
references to these points. If you can find any articles which deal with this locality, it will be of
very real assistance to me.
July 23, 1932. Myron Avery to Fannie H. Eckstorm
Dear Mrs. Eckstorm:
You will recall that you sent me a clipping a little while ago with respect to the Appalachian
Trail across Maine. The project has received the approval of the Maine Development
Commission and other state offices. An outside organization has contributed $100, which we
shall use this summer for cutting a link between Boarstone and the Gulf of Pleasant River. Next
summer Schairer and I hope to work from Pleasant River to Katahdin. Perhaps, you would be
interested in our general route. I am enclosing a summary of it. In the course of time we shall
want to give this region considerable publicity. Guidebook data for the route will be made
available as soon as it is measured and definitely located. I want to draw upon your sources of
information for any printed material which might relate to this region. I was surprised that I
knew of nothing other than the account in the Hubbard Guidebook. If you know or think of any
articles or books which deal with this section, particularly its history and geography, it would
help us greatly if we could learn of them.
My quests for the Cooper articles ran into a stone wall. Even an item in the local papers
produced no results.
July 23, 1932. Myron Avery to Walter Greene
Dear Walter:
I have been away for a week and on my return I find your letters here. Covered 60 miles in 3
days to get trail data between the Green and White Mountains. Our Maine marking trip won’t be
anything like this. You hate the mountain climbing so you will meet Schairer and I on the West
branch Gulf—but this is talking a long ways ahead, isn’t it?
First, I want to comment on the enclosures:
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Note that Philbrick and Davis both strongly oppose the revision of the Barren route. They
impress me greatly but I want to be guided by your judgment. Shortness and views favor the
original route. If you favor the original route too, then it goes.
2. If trouble develops at West Branch Ponds—Cooper Brook connection, note Arnold’s
suggestion. It results in missing two sporting camps but with Berry’s disclaimer of knowledge of
Trails, the paths across the headwaters of the East Branch to Cooper Brook may be all gone now.
Secondly, I want to unqualifiedly retract the praise I gave your writing. It has spoiled you. I
struggled last evening and this afternoon (Saturday) over your three letters. If we ever
misunderstand each other it will be something you have written to me.
Am I to return the Cimpher map to you? The one you marked and sent. Have not heard from
Randall. Sent him $1. Wrote twice. So am holding the map. Still O.K.?
NOW do this for me. I want to be sure that I have the distances right. Take my last typed
outline and check the figures. Change as you see fit and send it to me. Also check the figures
from Boarstone to Blanchard. PLEASE DO THIS AS SOON AS YOU CAN. VERY
IMPORTANT that I make sure that my figures agree with yours.
I see from your letter that you agree with Davis and Philbrick. So we go back to the original
route from Slugundy over the north side of Barren. Note this in the checking of mileage. This
settles that. Notice Philbrick’s idea that from the saddle between Columbus and Chairback a side
trail will go to Chairback cairn, while the main trail goes from the Saddle to East Chairback Pond
via the trail from Arnold’s thru the Notch.
I cannot figure out Davis’ account of the roads which can be used to Bodfish from Blanchard.
Would you—if you know it—draw in the routes he means and return the map to me so I can get
it.
I have understood that I have gotten enough votes to get the $100 appropriated by the N. E. T. C.
I shall know in a week. At any rate I am most heartily favoring the idea of having the route
agreed upon and spotted so that it can be cut at any time when the money is at hand—even if you
aren’t there.
This money was solicited for the proposal of opening and marking the trail from where the Fire
Trail leads off in Blanchard to the West Branch Gulf. The money must cover that even at a
sacrifice in quality of trail. Little more money could be put in later to improve it. The real
essential is the marking. For you and the wardens it must seem overmarked. Remember clearing
it will be difficult so one must rely on marking. We shall furnish paint and markers. Have the
manual carefully studied. The blazes are 6 or 7 by 2 ½ and painted white. In the woods a blaze
is in sight each way and every 50 yds. on good tote-road. It will seem overmarked but we need it
that way. Paint and cairns on the ledges. The main gravel roads will need markers and paint
about each ¼ mile. The double blaze—one above the other used for turns where one might
overlook the turn. A warning signal for bad turns not every obvious turn. These points you will
have to drive home. Now the trouble with paying by the day is that we might have a fine trail
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from the top of Barren to the top of Columbus which would be disconnected when the money ran
out and couldn’t therefore be of much use. So we shall have to make them take the $100 and put
a marked route thru from Blanchard fire trail to West Branch Gulf. If it falls short it will have to
be reflected in the cutting. Then, too, by reason of local pride and interest they ought to help by
giving more than the value of the labor. We turn in the $100. They ought to do something too.
There will be, I expect, re-clearing jobs from time to time. If they help us on this original project
we can reciprocate. It is absolutely essential that the trail limits be maintained. I am worried
about the Little Wilson end. We can’t raise $40 more. If the $100 won’t suffice for clearing via
Little Wilson we shall have to come across from Blanchard the least expensive way. [Bottom of
page cut off in original, eliminating part of sentence.] Little Wilson why it is the thing which
must necessarily go by the board. This may not please you but we only have so much money
and a certain area to cover.
You will have to try and get this idea over to these fellows. I hope they will respond.
I think that the Jo Merry map came to me from Mrs. MacDougall; it may have been Potter.
Yes I need the Wadleigh map again, please.
Am I correct in understanding that there is a good road in to the Falls west from the State Camp
ground and your figure of 6 1/2 miles to the road along Little Wilson means to the auto road?
Doesn’t that old stage road (shown on Cimpher map) and power line coincide near Little
Wilson?
Just where is the Monument? You didn’t mark it on any map. Is it the Columbus cliff—as you
call it?
Please answer my questions. I see you have the same idea that I have—get through a route, wellmarked. The clearing can be improved later.
Your trips interested me greatly apart from the knowledge. Perhaps one reason why your letters
took so much time is that I read and re-read them.
As I see it the one big problem left is the connection between Cooper Brook and West Branch
Ponds.
Just give me an hour on the Route distances and answer my questions. You are putting this
across for us Walter. By all means see that it goes by your blaze on Monument Cliff.
I guess this clears the docket. Hot here but going well.
Yours,
July 25, 1932. Myron Avery to Frank Hinckley
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Dear Mr. Hinckley:
I am very pleased to have your letter of July 21, 1932. I feel, as you do, that local interest should
carry some of this burden but as a practical matter, it is so difficult to get local interest actively
functioning and doing the marking in the standard fashion, that it is often more satisfactory to
have it done yourself. To start the work, the New England Trail Conference—an association of
hiking clubs in New England—has authorized the expenditure of $100 to cut the trail over
Boarstone to the Pleasant River West Branch Gulf. Next summer, a group of us hope to carry it
on to Katahdin, using existing roads and trails. We hope for the cooperation of camp owners for
some of the short distances, which may need improving.
I enclose copy of a letter from the State Development Commission which is very encouraging.
At present, I am trying to get together a few photos of these mountain groups, which we can use
with articles to arouse interest in the trail. I have in mind that you are going to let me see your
collection.
I am much interested in what you write about your own plans.
There is to be a conference of the organizations, such as Mr. Manning represents, here in
Washington in September. He is, of course, more closely in touch with these groups than I am
and could give you an idea as to the opportunities to present the project. It would seem to me the
best opportunity, as you would have a representative of all of these interested organizations
present. I have asked the American Civic Association to send you a copy of such program as is
now available.
Thanking you for your continued assistance in this project.
July 25, 1932. J. B. Dickson to Harland Sisk
My dear Sisk:
Apparently from Mr. Comey’s letter I am to send to you my vote on the appropriation for
construction of a part of the Appalachian Trail in Maine in accordance with Mr. Avery’s
proposal. Under the impression that the vote went to Mr. Comey I wrote him approving $100
but in view of his account of preliminary negotiations and other considerations I record my
formal vote:
Approval of $50 expenditure for Avery’s A.T. project in Maine.
Very truly yours,
J. B. Dickson, Northampton, Mass.
CC: Mr. A.C. Comey
CC: Mr. M. C. Avery
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July 25, 1932. Myron Avery to Walter Arnold, Big Houston Ponds
Dear Mr. Arnold:
I have been away from Washington and hence the delay in replying to your letter. I hope that Mr.
Greene has had a chance to drop in on you. The information you have given me helps greatly.
Mr. Philbrick writes me that he thinks the original route over Barren preferable to coming
through the Notch. A later letter from Mr. Greene tells me that he, Philbrick, Harry and Lyman
Davis, had a meeting and concluded that connections with the route to the west would necessitate
the original route from Slugundy on Long Pond Stream along the north slope of Barren rather
than through the Notch.
We are endeavoring to locate a route which will furnish the best in the Maine woods in the way
of mountains, forest, lakes, and streams. We think we have enough to make the Maine section
the most interesting along the entire trail—or at least it will be to we Maine people.
The skyline trail is the ideal. Nothing but mountains, however, would make it difficult trail—
perhaps too much so. Then, too, because of limited interest and workers in Maine, we must give
consideration to the practical end and select, wherever possible, forest service trails and toteroads which will probably continue in existence. Of course, this must not result in a less
attractive route but we do have to consider these practical matters. We are procuring funds to
have cut the difficult trail from [? page cut off in original] to Pleasant River over the peaks. This
will about exhaust our efforts for the present on the Boarstone-Katahdin link.
We wanted to include the well-known attractions of the Pleasant River Gulf with a route to
Baker and Whitecap. To combine all three, it seemed as if the main route must be laid up the
West Branch.
We may have trouble in finding an open route from the West Branch Ponds to Cooper Brook. I
am sending your letter to Mr. Greene so that he can know of your proposed connection between
Whitecap and Jo Merry. It interests me greatly. Of course, this link doesn’t have to be finally
determined until next year. We will want to look into it most carefully. I hope Mr. Greene will
be able to talk with you about it.
By the way, I have never heard of the Am. Thread Co. map. Can you tell me where to apply for
it?
Appreciating your continued assistance.
{Copy Greene}
July 25, 1932. Myron Avery to Shailer Philbrick
Dear Philbrick:
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I have been away from Washington for several days; hence the delay in replying to your letter.
The idea of the relocation came from Mr. Arnold. He wrote that you had just been talking with
him and I inferred from his letter that, on your return, you had concluded the Notch route would
be the better route, although it wasn’t what you outlined to me and what I first described in the
Proposed Trail route. Mr. Greene seemed to like it at first but after your visit with Mr. Davis he
concluded that the original plan was the better so we have gone back to it. So this ends that. I am
glad that the route will be satisfactory to all parties.
What really troubles me is the connection from Moxie Bald to Boarstone. From what Greene
writes there would be considerable expense along Little Wilson and it is out of the question to
spend more than the $100 needed from Boarstone to The Gulf. I am informally advised that the
money will be available. I shall know definitely in a week. [Note Avery’s inconsistency in
referring to the distance to be covered by the $100. In his 23 July letter to Greene and 25 July
letter to Hinckley he says that it will pay for a trail from Blanchard to the Gulf, a much longer
distance than referred to in this letter to Philbrick.]
At any rate, I heartily favor the idea you advanced that a route should be spotted—ready for
cutting when the money is available.
Greene tells me that you kindly left a map with him. I need two here. Disregard my former
instruction about mailing them. The two copies come to me. Please let me know the cost of the
three copies.
The Maine Development Commission has sanctioned the Trail project for the State agencies.
This helps.
Please continue to let me have any suggestions which occur to you. Thanking you for your
continued help.
Copy Greene
July 25, 1932. Mrs. Robert McDougall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery
Your letter of July 14th rec’d. and will say I had Mr. Fowler write you in answer to your first
letter and send a route for you. But I don’t know what he wrote you. But you can come down
Sourdnahunk Stream to the West Branch and come through to Rainbow and down to here and I
think you can go by way of Muskrat Pond to Joe Mary and from there to Katahdin Iron Works. I
am sending you a folder with a map.
I hope you can arrange a trail. If I can be of any more help to you please write again.
July 27, 1932. Myron Avery to Arthur Comey
Dear Arthur:
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You and I have a copy of Dickson’s letter of July 25th to Sisk. Apparently you had written him
about this matter. Your letter of July 11-13 to me says: “I have said my say and will let it go at
that unless some new factor comes up.” Fair play would require that I know of and be permitted
to answer any statements you make. In order to disabuse my mind of any conclusion which this
sort of thing entails I shall presume that a new factor came up.
When I wrote you as you know I had no definite offer. I did have when I wrote the N.E.T.C.
$50 gets us nowhere. I will just toss back to you the comment about $25. We will raise it down
here if you care to meet it.
I have sent you maps, trail data and letters from W.O.C.
{Hand-written note on bottom of letter, sent back to Avery by Comey: “Dear Myron: your
second letter to me was written after you had the definite offer of $100 and it still mentioned
only $50 from N.E.T.C. I have told Sisk if he has 3 for 3 against to record me for $50. Is that
meeting you half-way?”
Arthur
{“Dickson wrote asking me for information. His letter to me today is even more reluctant than
my attitude on the whole thing,—but he accedes $50 nevertheless. I note with approval Roger’s
interest. Get Maine people behind it!”}
July 28, 1932. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
I have been told that the Advance Bag and Paper Company and the American Thread Company
have very good maps of the region between Boarstone and the Pleasant River West Branch.
Unfortunately I do not know how to reach these people. If you could give me their addresses so
that I could write them direct, it would be of great assistance.
July 28, 1932. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
You have probably noticed from the outline of the proposed route across Maine that we have
made very good progress in procuring information. We have, however, decided to revert to the
old route over the north slope of Barren rather than going around the west side of Lake Onawa.
We are endeavoring to procure from the New England Trail Conference an amount of money to
cut over the link between Boarstone and Pleasant River Gulf. I have been informally advised
that one-half of what is required has been appropriated. Chief Warden Harry Davis and his son
made a proposal to do this work.
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In Section 2 there is still some information missing. I have never been able to learn from the
Proprietor of the West Carry Camps whether there was a trail around the south side of the Pond.
Secondly, I have not found out whether we can bring the trail to some place on Wyman Lake
where canoe or boat transportation across the river could be referred to in the Trail data. My
third inquiry relates to the connection between Moxie Bald and Pleasant Mountains. You will
recall that the topography sheet indicates an old trail which would avoid the necessity of
traveling down the railroad tracks to Joe’s Hole, over which I understand the telephone line goes
up to Moxie Bald. I am a bit puzzled by this because I had understood that a new trail and the
telephone line was cut in from Blanchard. None of the Forest Service maps seem to take in the
region east of Moxie Bald and Blanchard.
If in the course of time, you can obtain this information from the Local Warden, it would solve
all of the problems in connection with Section 2.
I have written to Ralph Sterling but have received no reply.
July 28,1932. Call Studio, Dexter, Maine, from Myron Avery
Gentlemen:
You will recall from time to time we have had some correspondence with respect to the most
excellent photographs which your organization has taken of the Maine Woods.
I am now writing you in connection with some steps we wish to take in connection with the
Appalachian Trail project. I am enclosing a copy of an article which explains this project. It is
an amateur hiking trail along the crest of the Mountains wherever the topography permits such a
route. It is practically completed from the Maine-New Hampshire line to the Southern terminus
in Georgia—a distance of 1,800 miles. The work is volunteer work, which has been done by
hiking clubs and interested individuals. The Trail Conference has no organizations in Maine
which are particularly interested in the route of the trail and consequently no marking has been
done in that State. The trail project has been endorsed by the Maine Development Commission
which has promised the full cooperation of its State agencies. In 1933 we hope to mark for the
Appalachian Trail route a section across Maine. In the section between Boarstone and Katahdin,
the trail must be cut over a series of splendid peaks which are well known to you. These are:
Barren, Fourth, Third, Columbus, Chairback and on over Whitecap.
We expect to have available a small appropriation from some New England Clubs to do this
work this summer. We hope that the remainder toward Katahdin will be marked next year.
From Katahdin the route leads down the Hunt Trail, over Sourdnahunk Stream, across the Dam.
From there it will lead past Rainbow Lake to Nahmakanta Lake, then to Jo Merry Lake and up
Cooper Brook to the west branch of Pleasant River. Side trails will lead to Jo Merry, Baker and
Whitecap Mountains and the main trail will pass over the group I have named. From Boarstone
the trail will cross by secondary trails to Moxie Bald and Pleasant Pond Mountains and then
between Wyman Lake up the old Carry Ponds tote-road and on to Mt. Bigelow. The projected
route from Mt. Bigelow to Grafton Notch on the Maine-New Hampshire line was described by
Mr. Comey in “In the Maine Woods” several years ago.
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I have been at pains to explain the route in detail, so that you would know the outstanding
features in which we are interested. We anticipate giving the trail and its route a great deal of
publicity this year. I am writing Mr. Hennessy about using a short article on the trail in the next
issue of “In the Maine Woods”. We anticipate other newspaper articles.
What I particularly wish to ascertain is what you have available in the way of views of the
mountains traversed by the Trail and other scenic high points and to inquire what arrangements
we could make for obtaining copies of these prints for use with such articles.
If you could let me see the photos you have available, I could determine what would be best
suited for our purposes.
Will you kindly let me know if in accordance with my matter to you some weeks ago, the slide
was made of Katahdin and forwarded to our Potomac Appalachian Trail Club.
I am very enthusiastic over the Maine route. It will go through a region which for mountains,
lakes, and streams, I think, will be unparalleled along the entire route of the Trail.
If you anticipate adding to your collection of views of this region during the year, I would
appreciate being advised of this fact. Otherwise, I should assume that the pictures available are
those which you may forward to me now.
July 28,1932. Myron Avery to L. S. Cook, Great Northern Paper Co.
Dear Mr. Cook:
I have been trying to procure a map showing the country east of Moxie Bald toward Blanchard.
I have been informed that the Great Northern Paper Company was operating in that region and I
wanted to ask if you have available a map which covers this section. I am particularly interested
in the connection by trails or roads from Pleasant Pond Mountain across to Moxie Bald and
down to Blanchard. This territory is beyond the scope of your West Branch Plan.
If you can give me any assistance in this matter, I shall very much appreciate it.
July 28,1932. Myron Avery to Wilfred A. Hennessy, Bangor
Dear Mr. Hennessy:
It has been some time since I have had occasion to write you and once again it is in connection
with some material for “In the Maine Woods”.
I had thought that a short article on the route of the Appalachian Trail through Maine and its
possibilities for opening up some of the hithertofore unaccessible Maine mountains might be
very good material for “In the Maine Woods”.
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Here is the situation with respect to the Trail project. I am enclosing a copy of an article which
explains this project. It is an amateur hiking trail along the crest of the Mountains wherever the
topography permits such a route. It is practically completed from the Maine-New Hampshire
line to the Southern terminus in Georgia—a distance of 1,800 miles. The work is volunteer
work, which has been done by hiking clubs and interested individuals. The Trail Conference has
no organizations in Maine which are particularly interested in the route of the trail and
consequently no marking has been done in that State. The trail project has been endorsed by the
Maine Development Commission which has promised the full cooperation of its State agencies.
In 1933 we hope to mark for the Appalachian Trail route a section across Maine. In the section
between Boarstone and Katahdin, the trail must be cut over a series of splendid peaks which are
well known to you. These are: Barren, Fourth, Third, Columbus, Chairback and on over
Whitecap.
I think that my last letter from you was the one in which you enclosed the proof of the article on
the Deadwater Mountains which you had set up for the 1931 book and did not use. I presume
that the type has been destroyed. This is a most interesting region, little described and, however,
restricted for space. I should like very much to see a story on it in your next book. I realize the
curtailed condition of the next issue but I wish you would look again at the article and see its
possibilities. It strikes me that of late, there has been too much hackneyed repetition of amateur
ascents of Katahdin and rhapsodies of the qualities of Aroostook potatoes. Exploring trips—
something new—should be featured by the issue. If you are interested in the project, I would
gladly reduce the story to whatever length you wished, provided you can assure me that my
efforts would not go for naught. It is such an interesting country, that I would like to see it better
known and this is my reason for coming back with the proposal.
If you will let me know your attitude in these two matters, I shall very much appreciate it.
July 28, 1932. Sayward to William Rogers, Transcript Office, Boston
Dear Will:
In accordance with our conversation, if you read the two enclosed communications from Mr.
Avery you will understand what the Maine problem is in reference to the A.T. That Avery is not
indulging in a “pipe dream” is evidenced, I think, by what he has accomplished already in the
great length of trail already brought into being—for over 500 miles of which a remarkably fine
guide book exists, most favorably reviewed in the last “Appalachia” and to be found in the Club
library.
Maine owes it to herself to get this last link through (providing for its maintenance, of course)
pending which the N.E. Trail Conference, the A.M.C. or some public spirited citizens of Maine
owe it to Avery and his companions to promptly find the $100 he asks to ensure their further
work promised for 1933.
It looks to me like a good business risk that local permanent support can be secured in Maine,
after the trail is well started, even if this may be a poor rule in ordinary cases.
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There is lastly something so stirring even magnificent, in the conception and coming into being
of this trail of continental proportion, in the midst of a thickly settled civilization of the modern
world that lovers of the open air and the woods and mountains ought to refuse to let this great
project fail! Maine particularly ought not to permit its terminus to be diverted from its own
extraordinary and splendid possession—Ktaadn.
Hoping that you agree with me and will feel willing to assist in securing the required section,
I am
Sincerely yours,
Another of my brainstorms, Sayward
Copies to Arthur Comey and Myron Avery
P.S. I will drop into the office some day for Mr. Avery’s material if you will kindly set it aside
for me.
July 30,1932. Myron Avery to Maine Development Commission, Mr. V. C. Isola, Exec. Sec.
Dear Sirs:
I have been away from Washington and have been delayed in replying to your letter of July 13,
1932. The approval which the State agencies have given to the Appalachian Trail project is a
matter of very real satisfaction to me.
I have been attempting to procure from the New England Trail Conference the sum of $100 to
cut the trail over the Boarstone, Chairback and Columbus group. A local fire warden had agreed
to undertake the work for this amount. Due to a feeling in the New England Trail Conference
that the burden of this should be borne locally, I have been able to procure only $50 or half of
what is required. We shall go ahead with this but it will result in an inadequate trail. Do you
know of any way to meet this deficiency?
Next summer we plan to have a small party to continue the marking of the route from Boarstone
toward Katahdin. In the meantime, other groups will be working on Sections 1 and 2 of the
proposed route of the Trail and I think that, within a couple of years, its completion will be
assured. As soon as enough is constructed to make it worth while, we shall be in a position to
issue material for publicity purposes.
We are procuring splendid cooperation from the sporting camp owners but I think it would be of
material assistance if the Commission would write the camp owners of the attached list and state
that the Trail project has received the endorsement of the Maine Development Commission and
suggest that they cooperate in the project. This would give us an official introduction to these
people. Other than that, for the present, there is nothing which we would wish to ask.
Next summer we hope to be able to report to you very real progress.
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I have in mind to write a short account of the proposed route for the next issue “In the Maine
Woods”. I hope to procure photos of this region from the Call Studio and from Mr. Hinckley.
Has the Commission any? If you have any thought as to any other form of publicity in this
interval, I would appreciate your suggestions.
The Proprietor, West Pond Camps, Dead River, Maine
Mrs. Robert McDougall, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Norcross, Maine
Fred Chadwick, West Branch Pond, Kokadjo Post Office, Maine
Charlie Berry,Yoke Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine
Fred Clifford, Clifford’s Sporting Camps, Millinocket, Maine
R. L. York, Twin Pond Camps, Greenville, Maine
Ralph York, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine
Call & McLeod, Little Lyford Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine
W. L. Arnold, Big Houston Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine
Leon E. Potter, Jo Merry Camps, Norcross, Maine
July 30, 1932. L. S. Cook, Great Northern Paper Co., to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
We are sending you under separate cover our map of Kennebec Region.
[Hand-written note:] {“Think that this map will prove useful for your purpose. C”}
July 30, 1932. Myron Avery to Arthur Comey
Dear Arthur:
I wish I could get a definite answer on this N.E.T.C. thing. Greene goes to Munsungan soon for
a month’s trip. I wrote Sisk a week ago and asked him to let me know as soon as he could the
result. Surely on the basis of what you say with 3 votes for $100 expenditure and 2 for $50
(yours and Dickson) it surely seems I could go ahead on the basis of having $50 and see if I can’t
in some way get over the hurdle of the remainder. Time is becoming so important that I am
going ahead on the assumption that I have at least $50. What is the N.E.T.C. Constitution
provide? Does it require a majority of the votes or of the Steering Board?
Please let me know if it is improper to go ahead on the $50 assumption.
July 30, 1932. Myron Avery to Mrs. Robert McDougall
Dear Mrs. McDougall:
Thank you for your letter of July 25, 1932. I am sorry to say that I have not heard from Mr.
Fowler and as we still do not have the information, I would like very much to obtain the specific
information referred to in my letter of July 14, 1932. Since this may not be available now, I am
repeating the inquiries of my letter of June 15, 1932.
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1. Are the trails from your camp up Farrar Brook open and passable?
2. Is the camp on Wadleigh Pond one of your outlying camps; if not by whom is it owned?
3. Is there a trail along the telephone wire from your camps to the outlet dam and tote-road down
Nahmakanta Stream along the north shore of the Lake? In what condition is this trail? How long
is it?
4. If your answer to 3 is no, is there any trail from your camps to the foot of the Lake? What
about the Prentiss Valley Trail? Does it connect with the tote-road down Nahmakanta Stream?
5. Is there any trail from Farrar Brook tote-road to Wadleigh Mountain Fire tower?
6. How far up Farrar Brook does that tote-road go?
If we can obtain answers to these inquiries, it will help us greatly because we are a bit puzzled as
to the best route to Nahmakanta Stream from your camps.
CC: Mr. Greene
July 31, 1932. Sisk to Comey, copied to Avery
Dear Mr. Comey:
Regarding Mr. Avery’s Maine proposition, I have received votes from five members of the
steering committee including your vote, three favoring $100 and two favoring $50.
Mr. Avery made one serous misstatement in his appeal, namely we had ample funds. I reported
at the Conference a balance of $601.27. Since that date we have taken in only about $20 and
spent about $120 including cost of Tramping Trails in New England. We voted to spend up to
$500 for a guide book. Then there is the A.T. Guide for New England mentioned by Heermance
in Tramping Trails, for which I am getting inquiries.
Simple computation reveals the fact that something will have to wait until next year. You will
have to decide upon that.
I therefore cast my vote for an appropriation of $50, making three for $100 and three for $50. It
is up to Dr. Larrabbee to decide the question of the amount.
Meanwhile I am advising Mr. Avery by copy of this letter that there are no dissenting votes on
his proposition and that he may count on either $100 or $50.
August 1, 1932. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
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Well! Here goes for another book. Lots of news today. Will try to install my best chirography.
Listen! I usually have to crowd so much in a day that writing is a matter of express speed with
me, so extenuate please. Try running a house and cooking and a million other things sometime
with every help less being in the neighborhood hollering for aid during the day. I got back
Friday afternoon with lots to do as usual after an absence. The Magruders got here Sat. and I had
all their stuff to get down and to straighten them out. Now I’m happy they are here.
Had a really fine enjoyable trip with results. Not particularly encouraging but definite. I took
every thing with me in the car for there was no lugging. I loaded up the canoe (took it with me)
and started out to look for a good camping place. Shore not good. Low. Quite large lake.
Irregular. 3rd Roach fine views of Whitecap, Trout, Long Ridge and Shaw Mts. I worked along
the west shore and happened to look over east. Saw a camp on a knoll. Went over and
discovered several more. The old sporting camps of Davis, now owned by some Boston doctors.
No one there. Everything barred. I picked out one of the little sleeping camps. Good porch.
Closed the porch in with the tarps. Built a good bough bed. Hung my sleeping net. Drove some
nails. Hung up my things. Laid out my stuff. Built a rock fire place and crane alongside. Hung
the cooking utensils on the side of the cabin. Got an old shutter for a table. A box for a seat.
Worked up some wood and had sure enough a pretty spot. No spring, but the lake water was
allright. Wish you could have been there. Slept well.
Started Tues. to find inlet. Some trouble but I picked up the trail to Mud finally. [Note: This
“Mud Pond” is now called “Sixth Roach Pond”] Good. 10 minutes Xed the outlet and started to
trace the old trail to Berry’s. I saw at once no work had been done on it. Mud. Once good
fishing has been cleaned out since the auto road to Berry’s was established. One can drive a
short rocky pitch from it right to the shore of 3rd. Both Chadwick and Berry have had no reason
to keep these trails up. It’s been about 9 yrs. since I’ve been thru. I had trouble tracing it. I’d
forgotten details. Beaver works in spots but they hadn’t flowed it except around the east
Boardman Pd. First a short stretch of laurel brush then about a mile and a half of alders. Not
thick or in the road but across. Quick cutting possible here. Low, boggy, but not wet (season
very dry). Skids often then some good and hard going. Hard ground, rather bushy. Good trail
around first Boardman, bad around the east one. Trail went along shore, flowed out in spots.
Beaver. Some short stretches to cut then picked up trail to Yoke. Good from the B’s. Kept up by
Berry. They use boats to get down the ponds. I had quite some trouble but marked it well so it’s
clear to me. All this stretch would take quite a bit of cutting. Scenically poor. The B’s rocky
narrow ponds. North shores burnt land, boulders. The cutting would not be difficult cutting tho.
There are some short good stretches. Got home at 5. Was inside camp, turned around and saw a
man’s head looking in. Ed Gray of Enfield. Caretaker, guide with his wife to open up the
camps. 4 people. Two high Bishops of New England. Bishop Perry and a Deane coming in
Thursday. After explanations we developed into friends and I helped him with some heavy loads
and they were good co. The wisdom eh! of inspecting other people’s property. I had hoped to
be solitary tho. Had a nice dinner with them Wednesday eve. Funny. Camping deluxe.
Wed. I started for Mud. Now I never knew whether the trail from Chadwick’s came in from the
south or the west. It was long ago. Mud runs N.E., S.W. The narrow part is the head (map
wrong). The west and south sides are beaver bog, bush, cedar swamp and everything else. The
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trail never came to the shore of the lake. Couldn’t. So it was a task to pick it up. I hit the S-east
shore and struck east and west. Spent a long time in bad country with no results. Too late to
attempt the other side. So struck N.E. picked up the pond and got home. Terrific electrical
storm that night about 10, but I was snug. Sure had a nice camp.
Thursday I struck a long course west. Hellish going. Worked into the green stuff and struck
south. After a long stretch came into the spots and started towards Chadwick’s. Tough job.
Spots faint in places. Others covered by a growth of young firs. I’d go along well for a stretch
then halt and puzzle and search. Kept picking them up. Finally reached the beaver flowage.
They’ve improved it. Quite a small pond or slough now. There used to be a spotted way across
it. One could work around it and find the big spring I suppose. It was too late to attempt it and I
had all the knowledge I need. I knew pretty well what was beyond it, a stretch of good road
south from Shanty rd. then the fir blight. The stretch of trail from Mud to Big Spring is longer
than the map indicates. Worked back. The spots gave out in an awful cedar bog. I worked thru
this N. E. Should have held this course but it was getting late. I was afraid I’d hit below the head
of Mud so decided to take a north course. Hustled along. Mixed going, finally I hit into a fine
trail running N.E. Followed it. It swung north and to my extreme pleasure came out in a big
cove on 3rd. I had visions of sleeping out. Had to work along the shore for a mile to the canoe
but I got back to my nice camp about 7:30. Took a swim, a drink, changed my clothes, got
something to eat, and owned the world! The Bishops had arrived. Fat and unfit. Nice people.
This stretch of trail was dry enough but hummocky and rough underfoot. Overgrown with young
firs. Not in the trail but at its sides. Not difficult cutting. I could take a party over this to
Berry’s but I’m damned if I want to try to hook up with it thru that fir blight and beaver flowage.
I hope we do not take the trail thru this way. It would entail cutting more or less the entire
distance while it has no value scenically. This link seems to be our problem but I feel we will
solve it finally. This stretch must be about 8 or 9 miles. Probably two more around W. B. ponds
to fir blight. Information keeps coming into me. Ted Whitten game war. friend of mine came in
last night. I had sent word. He mentioned some time ago crossing from W.B. Ponds to the auto
rd. and hitting it about 3 miles east from Berry’s. Take your R.R. map and use the enclosed
sketch. Their route crossed the old trail of Berry’s from B. Pond over little Boardman Mt. Berry
has good outlying camps on B. Pond. Maybe he has kept it up. I remember trail was plain thru
low bushes. No trees. Burnt land, but trail was not obstructed. This may be our way. Then on
the map you will notice a twisting line running from Sherman’s on Big Lyford and hitting into
the Shanty Rd. just below Shaw’s farm. Map 20 yrs. old. Can’t tell now whether this is existent.
Duane Whitten, Ted’s brother, leaves this week to guide a month at Sherman’s. He is going to
work it out and get definite information for me. Good! Then there is the alternative of going to
Sherman’s from Chadwick’s and taking the rd. south of 1st Roach to Kokadjo Inn and coming in
16 or 17 miles on Berry’s auto rd. I hope not a big loop and the rd. long and uninteresting. It
will work out. As Arnold says over Whitecap, Spruce, Shanty, Boardman Mts. Jo Mary fine if
you had all kinds of money, and could put in a gang of men. No doubt great scenery and we
have no knowledge of the trails there. May be fine there but we know they do not put the rds.
along mt. tops, but at right angles to them if any. Then our traveller would have to be more or
less a goat I guess to get over this route. And how about stopping places. I’d like to know where
that trail went that I ran into coming home the last day to third. It was running N.E., S.W.
excellent. Signs of recent cutting on it. Guy didn’t know of it. Henry Foster here. Guide. Says
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he hunted that country. Thot it went to some private camps lumber people owned on Shanty Rd.
and probably to W.B. Ponds. Said Jack Dyer charge of timber up there. Knew all about it. Will
try to get in touch with him. Guy said they had cut up on Long Ridge and cleared out the Shanty
Rd. last year. How far he didn’t know. Wonder if to Big Spring. This ends at Shaw’s farm. No
doubt Dyer knows. So there’s that flank explained as Roosevelt said over the radio the other
night when he demonstrated the democrats were going to bring a new millenium and utopia to
this harassed country when they got in. Is that so?
Coming home I stopped in Monson. Hescock’s drug store. Fine chap. Know him well. Hunted
around there. Met Harry Davis in there also. Hescock tells me there was a good trail dug over
ledges a number of years ago from Spectacle Pond to north Blanchard used by quarry workers.
Thinks no doubt it’s still there. Offers to go with me some day, look it out. Sounds good. Could
pick up the ground I covered there to the Little Wilson. Looks direct. Davis said there’s another
old rd. comes from Blanchard to below Monson and one picks up the old state rd. there which
goes by Bell pond and which by course hooks into the part of it I covered. I’ll have all this
straightened out and looked over before I return. I know there must be a practical route across
from B. to Bodfish. Whitten mapped the route for me from Little Wilson to Moose Pond, then to
Prescott or Packard pds. (trails to there) From Packard Pond only a step down the brook (nice
falls on this brook X it there over spruce knoll to head of Little W. gorge and falls. One crosses
easily over the head of falls and comes to state camp land on south side trail. Now this cuts off
the alder bog and bad going on L.W. Down to the alder bog from right of way the going is not
bad and this seems to make the L.W. route practical and we must hit that gorge. The four miles
from Spectacle Pond to the Little Wilson (see my plot) are good rds. only small bushes in them.
Two days with a scythe would clear them. Alternative long jaunt around on uninteresting gravel
rds. Right here Myron this is a woods trail. I want to say frankly I’d rather see this trail go thru
where it should to and take longer on it, than sacrifice its future to present expediency. What’s
the hurry. See what happens when one hurries. If we spot it out and define it next summer there
it is, concrete and definite, and the heavy clearing can take care of itself as no doubt it will.
Surely one could raise a little money perhaps in the state if it was developed and they could see
something definite. Make this L.W. route. {Marginal note: If the L. W. route is practical, I’d go
in next spring. Camp (I have done this in the past.) and do some clearing and spotting myself.}
Why even if it weren’t cleared rough any good average hiker could get over it easily if it were
well spotted and I agree with your manual. Some people no doubt will need a backer to tell them
which way to go and demonstrate the scenery. Scenic values are what we want, with very few
short exceptions we have them and when you consider Maine we are getting off with damned
little cutting. Think of it Xing this state. Times will be better and money easier to raise. It’s
beginning to circulate and you are getting people interested and back of it. The M. D. Comm.
[Maine Development Commission] endorsement is a big thing. I’ll have my end straightened out
and clear before I come back. I go to the north again soon. Then Jo Mary, Namakanty, perhaps
Rainbow. I’ll have this month, but you sure have me hopping haven’t you. Sure I can see. Get
what you go after. I’m well hooked in, but I‘m rather enjoying it and I’m no mountain climber.
(Can if I have to.) I have to see Cimpher’s map for L.W. idea. This is all today. I’ll take up all
your enclosures tomorrow. It’s past 12. Must get this in. Will answer all your questions. Lots to
do now. Hell! You should have seen me trying to dope out things from that rag of a map of P. R.
I have. The one you have belongs to Walter Arnold. No doubt you will get yours from Randall.
I’d wait and see before you go to the expense of photostating. Hope you can read this. Look at
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it all. Had to work fast. All my best. Winter up here. How hot are you there? Hope all is well
with you.
Hell! I need a secretary.
August 1, 1932. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have at hand your recent letter of inquiry. The address of the Advance Bag and Paper
Company is Howland, Maine, and the address of the American Thread Company is Milo, Maine.
With reference to Section 2, I will make inquiry directly about the trail at West Carry Pond and
about the possibility of transportation on Wyman Lake by canoe or boat.
The telephone line from Caratunk to Moxie Bald follows up the road from Caratunk to Pleasant
Pond. Thence over the shoulder of Pleasant Pond Mountain where the Department has a lookout
tower and down to Moxie Pond on the east where it crosses the pond near the foot and follows
the mountain trail to the top of Moxie Bald Mountain. From Moxie Bald Mountain this trail and
telephone line continues east to Bald Mountain Pond and direct through to Blanchard. Thus you
see there are two trails up Moxie Bald Mountain, one approaching from the east and one
approaching from the west.
August 1, 1932. Myron Avery to Harry Davis, Chief Fire Warden, Monson, Maine
Dear Mr. Davis:
I am now in a position to write you definitely on the matter over which we have had considerable
correspondence, that is, the cutting of the trail from Barren to the West Branch of Pleasant River.
There is an association of hiking clubs in New England, known as the New England Trail
Conference. I have been trying to obtain from them an appropriation of $100 to initiate the work
in Maine. All the other trail work has been volunteer, either on the part of individuals or of
organizations but because of the Maine situation and the inaccessibility of this section of the
trail, I thought that if we could obtain this contribution and start the work it would be productive
of real results. There was a feeling of the Conference that local interests should carry this burden
and with the recollection of the fact that this had always been volunteer work, I was only able to
obtain an appropriation of $75, rather than the complete $100, which I was seeking. This
appropriation, however, is for the specific purpose of marking and cutting the trail from the
Pleasant River West Branch tote road to where one enters the fire trail going up Moxie Bald.
[Once again, Avery extends the area to be covered, compared with “Boarstone to the Gulf”.]
There is a very specific reason for carrying it to this fire trail, so as to control the remainder of
the route.
I had understood that your son Lyman was interested in doing this work. This amount of $75
may not represent in dollars and cents what the job would yield on a daily basis. I realize fully
the difficult territory and the hard cutting involved and the necessity for packing in supplies and
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camping. But this is not strictly a business proposition. All of us are much interested in the
project. It is a matter of pride to all of us to make accessible this remarkable region. It will be
used locally and will be of local benefit. Many of us, including yourself, have given freely of
our time and energies in attempting to work out the best route. Mr. Greene, particularly, has
contributed a tremendous amount of labor. I am at pains to emphasize this aspect of the situation
so that it will not be looked at too closely from the financial point of view. This $75 represents
all that can be had. It is either a case of carrying it through on that basis or abandoning the
project.
It may be that the limited amount will necessitate not as wide or completely cleared trail as we
could wish. However, I am sure that from time to time we can obtain small amounts for
widening the trail and keeping it in condition, so that the possibility of future work could be
borne in mind.
I hope very much that your son will be disposed to undertake the proposition and do as fine a
piece of work as possible. I know that apart from his interest, it will pay him in the long run.
I am going into detail about the matter of marking the route. I do not want you people to think
that any one can tell a Maine fire warden anything about trail cutting or marking but it happens
that we have our particular way of marking this trail and we are very anxious to have our system
adhered to and no individual schemes used. It is marked in a standard fashion throughout its
length and this is the reason for wanting the Maine link done in the same way.
In the first place, and this is important—we want the trail marked so that it seems to you to be
very much over-marked. The people who will use this will not be as capable woodsmen as the
local people and we want them to travel the route without the slightest difficulty or question.
The local woodsman who knows the region cannot appreciate the difficulties which a stranger
may have. So the marking is the most important thing. We do this by paint blazes and trail
markers. We would supply both. Another reason for over marking, if the trail becomes
neglected or over-grown, the traveler can still find his way by the blazes. I can not emphasize
too much the importance of over marking the route.
If you son is disposed to undertake this, I wish he could arrange to see Mr. Greene at once and
agree on the route. Mr. Greene leaves very shortly for Munsungan. We want Mr. Greene to look
after the matters for us there. The route chosen will be subject to his approval. In general,
however, the following points must be included:
From the trail to Moxie Bald Fire Tower to Bodfish Siding by the most feasible route;
Bodfish Siding via the Moore road and F.S. trail to the Fire Tower;
From the Fire Tower to Bodfish School and farm;
Go over the Peak (Copper Plate) of Barren, including viewpoint you told Mr. Greene of;
Either by main trail or side trail to Cloud Pond;
Over Fourth, Third, and Second Mountains to what Mr. Greene calls the Monument;
By East and West Chairback Ponds (connecting with Arnold’s trails) down to York’s
camps and out his road across to the West Branch tote-road.
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We want only one or two blazes or markers starting up the West Branch road, the same as on the
fire trail to Moxie. There are other views, I understand, on the Columbus and Chairback Cliffs
but as I do not know these, I will leave this for you to work out with Mr. Greene. You have in
general our idea of a skyline route, with as much interest and variety as possible thrown in.
If the work is done, I would like to obtain a rough idea from you as to the distance marked.
Now to come in detail to the marking. We have issued a Trail Manual which describes the
uniform methods. I wish that this would be read very carefully so that our methods may be
understood. We rely principally on paint blazes about 6 or 7 inches long, 2 inches wide, at about
eye height from the ground. Generally, we make an axe blaze and paint it but on larger trees and
certain types of trees it is impractical to make the blaze but merely to paint on the tree. We
believe that the long and narrow blaze is a better looking blaze and more useful. The white
paint, of course, is very useful at night and shows up against the dark trees. All of our blazes and
markers are like highway signs—at right angles to the main axis of the trail, so that one faces it
on the road he is to travel. This is most important. We never place blazes parallel to the trail so
that one would only see them as he passes.
It is, of course, very important to make sure that the blazes go in both directions. In the woods
on the trail a blaze should always be in sight. On the worn-out roads, they can be from 100 to
150 yards apart, depending upon the condition of the road. While there is no chance to get off of
the road and it might seem that the blaze is unnecessary, yet the presence of the paint reassures
the hiker and we put them on for that purpose. On gravel roads, they are only needed every
quarter of a mile and at the turns.
The trail markers are useful to supplement the blazes. They go up on every turn and should be
put up at least every quarter of a mile on roads and side trails. We send the nails with the
markers. The important thing is to leave one-half inch of the nail projecting, so as to allow for
the growth of the tree. Paint can be put on telephone poles but the marker is liable to cause the
lineman’s spikes to slip, so that we do not put markers on telephone poles. On posts and poles
the markers are driven home.
There is only one blaze symbol which we use and this is very important. Often times a hiker will
go by an obscure trail over a well worn road. A warning or red flag signal is needed to direct his
attention. We accomplish this by putting two blazes, one above the other—as I have indicated
on the side of the paper—leaving a space between the two blazes. Two markers, one above the
other, will accomplish the same purpose. We do not use this warning signal at every turn, where
it is perfectly obvious—such as coming into a cross road that one will either cross or turn right or
left, there is no need of this trouble signal.
If a side trail is cut from the main trail to Cloud Pond, the trail markers would not be placed on
this and the color of the paint for side trails is blue.
We find it best not to put a marker on each side of a tree, because if something happens to the
tree, two indicators are gone.
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At each cross road or trail, you will thus have a marker and a blaze on each side of the crossing
road. It is better to put them on opposite sides of the trail, if possible. We do not try to place the
blazes on either the right or left side of trail; we pick out the most prominent tree.
Much of this will consist of marking which I think, particularly from Blanchard to Bodfish
Siding, can be done from the car. [In saying this, Avery clearly does not know the territory and
also rejects Greene’s Little Wilson route, placing many miles of trail on public roads.]
I have been at pains to explain our system of marking in detail, so that there would be no
confusion about it. If, however, it is not entirely clear, I wish you would ask me anything which
occurs to you for it is very important that the marking be in a standard fashion. The marking is
the most important thing. The trail can then be followed if not as clear as it should be. In the
marking the important thing is the size of the blaze and its position at right angles to the trail.
Parallel blazes and markers are not only of little use but are actually misleading.
I think I have covered the subject in detail and I am hoping that Lyman will be disposed to go
ahead and put this section through on this basis. The first thing, of course, will be to see Mr.
Greene and arrive at a definite understanding as to the exact route to be followed. As soon as I
know that the arrangement is satisfactory, I can arrange to get the paint and markers to you. Mr.
Greene will, of course, check over the job after it is finished.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Greene. Is there an express office at Monson to which
the paint and markers could be sent? I am enclosing a copy of the Cimpher map, so that the
route you adopt between the Moxie Fire Trail and Bodfish Siding can be drawn out and returned
to me, so I may know how it goes.
If all goes well on this job, I expect to see you next summer and we hope Lyman will go with us
over this section of the route, so that we may get the benefit of his knowledge of the country and
make plans for the further improvement of the trail. We are trying to obtain some pictures, with
the thought of writing up, in the future, articles on it. After this is cut, it will get a lot of
publicity. If you know of any good photos of this section other than the Call Studio and Mr.
Hinckley’s photos, I would appreciate your letting me know.
I shall be away from Washington in the near future and would like to settle this matter as soon as
possible.
August 2, 1932. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
To continue the story. Hope you like the Little W. idea if this cut-off works all right. It’s a very
long stretch around the gravel roads, and I’m on the ground here. Too long I feel for a woods
trail. As I said we can cross this L.W. route now, easily enough without cutting except for that
stretch above the falls of alders etc. We will see. Somehow I feel that new route by way of East
Branch on to Yoke may work out. Wish I could get a chance to cover it. May yet. If not this
year, next spring. It’s a job getting there. Long auto ride and hike into W. B. Ponds. I’m
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trimming sails like everyone else this summer and don’t want to stay at the sporting camps any
more than I can help. The Munsungan trip is about all I can afford. May get time to make it new
route and camp on the way. Duane Whitten may find out something up at Sherman’s. Beautiful
day here today. You know how they can be in Maine at this time. No depression at Packard’s.
He’s full up. A good camp and always kept up. Rates very reasonable. Too many people here
for me tho. Am anxious to get away. Berry can write a letter. He hasn’t guided. Too old a
woodsman to speak of trails unless he’s been over them of late. When I go thru to Jo Mary I can
have a good talk with him. All right (Davis letter) up White Brook to Whitecap, but where do
you go from there when you get there. Seems to me the side trail to Whitecap from P. R.
[Pleasant River] is the way, otherwise you miss the gulf.
According to Cympher’s map, Blanchard is nearer 6 or 7 miles south of the Greenville line
instead of 3 as Davis says. The road he speaks of from Blanchard to Monson according to Cy’s
map swings south and east of Hebron and picks up a gravel road which runs north to the old
stage rd. past Bell Pond. I don’t see any short space to cut here. This way no doubt could be
used but if I find a trail to Spectacle Pond, strikes me as the most direct route.
Philbrick. Fine type this fellow. Does things and can express himself. I think he has the correct
idea. I heard from Col. Betterson the tin-can trail is almost obliterated. No question to my mind
now, the Barren route is best. He doesn’t seem to realize tho that Lou and I cut a very good trail
from the Notch cabin to Cloud Pd. Betterson said the trail from Fire station to Eads Island was
now marked. Very steep climb here.
Hinckley. Would like to see Hinckley maps, but from what I gather he has founded them on
others. The Am. Thread owns I believe the Chairback Range land. Somewhat particular I hear.
Hope you can get their maps, but from what I see lumber co’s. do not seem to want to give them
out to people. Am wondering what their attitude toward trail will be. The fire warden angle is
good and it’s best to put it thru and argue after, if it is argument! Not a good idea to sketch maps
from memory.
The Moore angle must be considered. People have free access now. The road of course could be
followed with our marking, but the trail to School House must be marked. Have you written him
as I said?
I believe there’s a trail from W. B. P. River to Baker up the slide. I sort of remember asking
about this at Sherburne’s when he was there. Good side trip. Baker is high. A magnificent peak.
Great view of it from P. R. in fact. The P. R. is one of the finest links of the route. I remember
the Hermitage story now. The cut off from York’s to the bridge would eliminate the Hermitage.
The pines are glorious. I revelled in them. About the only ones left. Good ford here. Feel this is
the way. Screw auger falls short distance above (at bridge) are a marvelous sight (right along
side road).
What good is map without location of mts.
I would like to see Call’s photos of Wissatacook.
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May be I deserve my Greene falls now. (Vanity!)
The Maine Dev. Com. is great. No doubt will give the camp owners an idea something real is
happening.
Fowler owns hotel and boats at Norcross. University man. Doesn’t seem to indicate it. Don’t
know whether he knows anything about McDougall’s. Suffers from lack of a man as I said. No
camp on Wadleigh. Is private, owned by wealthy man. McD’s have changed. When I was there
it seemed their sole interest. They may have a stopping place there of their own. Not sure, will
find out. Hope to go up telephone line and come back on Prentiss Valley trail. No promises.
See by their booklet they have a cabin on Wadleigh. No doubt recently built. Believe they also
have a camp on Musquash. McD’s. is the site of Louis Ketchum’s old camp, famous Indian
driver and trapper coeval with Francis. I think Eckstorm speaks of him.
Beautiful scenery Namakanty and good camps. I hate the rd. to Rainbow. Pitches always up.
Open but usually wet and grassy. No cutting.
How did you get away for a week? Where did you go? Keep Cym. plan map. I found two. Side
trails to E. Chairback cairn good idea. Must be a great view from there and covers the Eastern
view.
Will drive home the facts to Davis. The 100 no doubt will cover the route, and as thing are here
they will be glad to have it. Will show them what you say and must be done. Feel it will be
ample for the spotting from Blanchard to W.B.P.R. as they can move quickly if they have no
heavy clearing. Will impress the fact they must push thru rapidly the spotting so as to turn back
and clear as much as they can. If there is a margin would you want them to do some spotting on
the L. Wilson? Will impress the manual on them.
Pretty fair trail from L. Wilson Falls to State camp ground. Needs a few large saplings cut out.
Beautiful stretch. Stage rd. and power line meet at L. W. Old bridge abutments here.
Monument cliff is directly N.W. about half mile from lean-to on W.C. Pd. Note Philbrick says
spotted line is there now to lean-to. One can see Pond from cliff. The route will have to pass my
first spot. The spruce growth is along here and mt. top is very narrow. A few steps from mon.
cliff south to another big rock is a wonderful view south.
Enclosed find corrected summary. Pretty close.
What is the Purington Map?
There. Is this enough. Now may I shave and put on a clean pair of pants. I seem to be turning
into a scribe as well as a poet and explorer. Hell! I’ve got some windows to wash and a bridge to
build back of John’s camp. When am I going to do it? Wish I had learned to typewrite. My
writing seems to better than even this morning. Don’t let me ever suspect you of a lack of
humor, which seems frozen out of most of these Maine birds. Vale! We are moving. Glad you
cleared out the lines down there. Hoover seems the one sane person there. All my best, Walter
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In margins: “Reply in detail to my efforts. I deserve it.” How Mrs. A. and the baby?”
August 2, 1932. Fannie H. Eckstorm to Myron Avery
My dear Myron Avery:
Here’s to thank you for your recent letter and enclosure about the trail from Katahdin to Bodfish
Siding. It is too near midnight for me to write at length and day after tomorrow—I can almost
say tomorrow morning—I am leaving for a few days at the coast. I know that when I return my
mail will have accumulated and I shall neglect this.
First, I shall be glad to help you what I can, but I think that perhaps Mr. A. G. Hempstead,
Brownville Junction, who did that fine thing in the Penobscot Boom and is in touch with the
woods might also assist. I know very little in print about the region, but my brother hunted some
weeks with two old experienced men in the Chairback region and knows it. I was never there.
But I think I can help out on some of the names and would be glad, for one thing, to show how
Onawa got its name (from Hiawatha!). I have Lucius L. Hubbard’s own letter to me telling how
he was present when he heard J. F. Sprague and another discuss what to re-name that pond and
decided upon “Onaway, awake beloved” from Longfellow. That needs some explanation.
Also it is not Joe Merry, but Joe Mary Mountain. Capt. Joe Mary was an old sub-chief. Only
last week I was talking with an Indian woman ninety-seven years old, who told me he was her
mother’s uncle, and told me about him. I have also at hand a letter from Lucius L. Hubbard to
me, which I would quote to you if the hour were not so late, telling me that he first printed it Joe
Mary on this map, and then was told by a guide that it was Joe Merry and he knew the man
(impossible!), and Hubbard changed the name on his map and the stone was in such condition
that he never dared erase it and put back the old Joe Mary. Certainly it ought to go back, upon
the evidence I can give you, both in your publicity work, maps, etc., and in the U.S.
topographicals.
Work of that sort I can help you on.
Only Saturday I sent in to Appalachia a paper of about 4000 words on the names of two Maine
Mountains, trying to have the Indian names kept. One was Sowbungy, to be put back to
Sowanga, Eagle Mountain; the other, not on the maps, Sowangawas, the Eagle’s Nest, on
Seboois River. Both were nesting places of the Golden Eagle and the history I have worked out
is a curious one going back before 1700. These fine Indian names ought to be kept in good form;
and the Appalachians are the ones to do it. In this case a very old Indian superstition is
connected with the hills in question, which is worth being remembered.
Yesterday in Bangor I found something by Gen. John Cooper. It was about four pages, fine
print, on the Topography, etc., of Machias, dated 1794, printed in Mass. Hist. Colls. Series I, vol.
3, pp. 144-148. This is all I have unearthed.
{Avery note: “Copy Greene, Hempstead”}
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August 4, 1932. Vico C. Isola, Executive Secretary, Maine Development Com., to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have at hand your letter of July 30 and would like to know the name of the local fire warden
who has agreed to cut the Boarstone Trail. I have talked with Mr. Violette and he advises me
that you are here in Maine every summer and we suggest that when you are here you call upon
us and I feel quite sure that arrangements can be made to supply the remaining $50.00 necessary.
August 4, 1932. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
Many thanks for the information as to your letter of August 1st. I shall look forward to the other
needed information.
I have written Fire Warden Davis to see if the trail over Barren, Fourth, Third, Columbus and
Chairback can be cut with the money available. If so, he will start at once.
I am much interested in the prospect of following the wire from Blanchard to Caratunk. It means
a route which will be maintained. Crossing Moxie Lake interests me. Does it mean that the wire
goes across where a trail must go around. Would you outline for me on the enclosed The Forks
quadrangle.
August 4, 1932. Maine State Library (MCF) to Myron Avery
My dear Mr. Avery:
We regret that our card catalog has no references on the localities listed in your recent letter. We
assume that you have already consulted the more obvious references, such as Varney’s
Gazetteer, The Reports of Jackson and Hitchcock, Loring’s History of Piscataquis County, Atlas
of Piscataquis County (1882).
We enclose a list of books on Maine woods life which may contain some references on your
subject. This list is for loan and is sent for one week.
The longest references which we have on the Katahdin Iron Works are Loring’s History of
Piscataquis County and an article in Sun-Up, September, 1927.
We have a file of the Maine Sportsman (Volumes 4-14, 1897-1907) which might be worth your
looking through. Had you thought of consulting the field-books of the land agents of Maine,
now in the office of the Forest Commissioner? These are available for reference use.
We have made a note of your request and if we find information which might be useful to you
will write to you again.
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August 4, 1932. Myron Avery to Advance Bag and Paper Company
Dear Sirs:
The Appalachian Trail Conference is seeking information as to the group of peaks, which are
often referred to as the Piscataquis Mountains, particularly Boarstone, Barren, Columbus,
Chairback, and Whitetop [sic]. I have been informed that your company has maps covering this
section. If this information is correct, will you kindly let me know if I might obtain a copy of
such map and at what price?
August 4, 1932. Henry R. Buck, Hartford, Conn. to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I found your letter about the Maine Trail awaiting me when I returned to the East but mislaid it
until today.
If the matter has not already gone forward and if you think a letter along the enclosed lines
would do any good I should be glad to send it anywhere you suggest. Won’t you make
corrections and additions if you do want me to mix into this matter and tell me what to do? I
think you have made a splendid suggestion and I do hope that you can put it through.
I return the very interesting story of the overnight flit of the nit wits. I was very interested but if
I ever try such a thing myself it will be in a dryer season.
August 4, 1932. Henry R. Buck to the Chairman and Steering Committee, New England
Trail Conference
Gentlemen:
Mr. Avery has very kindly sent me a copy of his letter of July 5th regarding the Appalachian
Trail in Maine. It arrived while I was climbing in the Grand Teton National Park which must be
my apology for not having seconded it sooner.
I am enthusiastically in favor of the suggestions which he makes. Though Avery has not asked
me to write you, I think you may perhaps like to know how his ideas appeal to one who has been
wholly outside of the preliminary correspondence though greatly interested in the project.
There seems to be no objection to the proposed route. While there may be historic interests near
the more westerly route which are lacking on this one, there is certainly plenty of scenery here
and it is remarkable that Mr. Greene has been able to locate so beautiful a route with only 7 miles
to be maintained as purely Appalachian Trail independent of other uses which will keep most of
the route automatically cleaned.
As regards a local group to sponsor and maintain the trail, it would seem that we have it already
as much as can ever be expected. Avery is Maine born, a Maine voter and a licensed Maine
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guide with personal and political contacts which would not be as good as they are if he still lived
in Lubec.
He has had for years the confidence of the Forestry & Game Commission people at Augusta and
his ability to arrange with the Chief Fire Warden at Monson to get the necessary local consents
for opening the Barren-Chairback trail shows the strength of such contacts.
You are quite right in saying that without local interest the trail cannot be maintained. I believe,
though, that with Messrs. Avery and Greene and their local friends including the Fire Warden
you already have it.
I was struck at the time with the way the Wardens opened and marked obscure spots on the trail
between Haymock Lake and Katahdin when they knew that Avery and I were going to walk over
them. I am sure that Avery and his local friends can arrange all necessary maintenance when
they see the use that will be made of it.
And I feel sure, too, that the only way to make a trail across Maine is to make a trail. Additional
local interest and formal organization will follow but cannot precede the trail itself.
Even in Connecticut Mr. Heermance had to make a good deal of trail single handed before the
Connecticut Forest & Park Association took any notice of trail work. Now he has an enthusiastic
group behind the work though as far as we could see, there was no one else interested when he
began.
I hope that this work may be promptly authorized if it has not already been begun.
August 5, 1932. Shailer Philbrick to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am sorry that the quoted price of the maps seems to be unreasonable. May be it is. I am trying
to reduce my own extremely heavy cost of this dissertation and perhaps have chosen the wrong
occasion, as you suggest. Please forget about the figure quoted and keep the map with no cost to
you. I saw Mr. Greene this week, yesterday, in fact. He told me the money was available and
told me it was $75.00. It looks from here as if that would spot the trail from Moxie Bald to
Pleasant River and clear the worst parts of it. Lyman and Harry Davis were in at Long Pond
yesterday so I could not see them but I talked with Mrs. Davis who thought that Lyman would be
glad to get some work. He will do a good job.
Regarding the map for the Appalachian Mountain club camp: Tell them to return the map and
next year, if they don’t get in a hurry, I’ll have the completed map ready and that will be far
better than the brown print. The topography is done now and the map has been inked and
photostated. The existing trails are shown and if you want one of these you can have it at cost. I
haven’t received the photostating bill so I don’t know what the cost is.
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Mr. Greene showed me your letter of August 2 or 3 to Harry Davis. It was a good letter, explicit
yet not liable to produce the wrong feeling in the woodsman’s minds of the Davis’. I read that
you wanted photographs. I have plenty of them and many of them are suitable for reproduction.
Some, last year’s photos of the Onawa Basin country, are only fair, being taken with a cheap 2A
Brownie but the 1932 photos taken with a Zeiss camera with a f/4.5 lens and often with a
telephoto lens and a filter are really worth looking at. I have lots of them but don’t want to send
them on to you until I get thru up here because I am referring to them in my work. I shall be up
on Barren soon and will take more from the Copper Plate. I shall have a few of the better ones
printed and if you want them you can keep them if not send them back to me.
I should like to have you up here now away from that hot country wherein our fair capitol is
located.
P. S, My address for this month will be Monson, Maine.
August 6, 1932. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Well! Good news. I have the Little Wilson link worked out. Not only practicable but scenically
fine. Yesterday I went with Gil to Prescott, Moose, and Packard or Beaver Pond as it is called
here. (Look at Cimpher’s map.) 10 minutes north of Little Wilson camp ground over a good
clear road are two camps. Trail starts west from there, goes halfway around (Packard) Beaver,
Xs to East side of Prescott, then over the ridge between Prescott and Moose, along it to west end
of Moose, then S.W. to the Little Wilson. Hits the L. W. opposite the lumber camp you see
marked and Xs follow the L. W. in the trail you see marked on its south side to right of way.
This trail up the L. W. was surprisingly good. In some way I missed most of it on my last trip
for I saw few breaks in it. I marked it well. It’s an old road and will not need much clearing of
an easy kind. The stream is very lovely along here. I did not get all the way to the right of W. as
it was getting along but I was not far from it. By keeping on this the L. W. will only have to be
crossed once. Not difficult. The trail to Prescott follows mostly an old road. Needing very little
clearing. Handsome growth. Mostly hard wood. Some wet spots but we can’t have everything
and there’s open growth and hard wood bordering it so it will be easy to carry the trail around
most of them. If someone had any initiative would have done it before for they use this route to
fish Prescott a good deal. I left Gil on Prescott and he picked up 5 handsome trout (good trout
pond). Camp ground on shore. Good place for permanent lean-to. The trail is up on a ridge in
sight of the L. W. below the gorge for a ways, Xs there a few handsome brooks. One out of
Beaver. Quite a brook with a beautiful little set of falls. X above these up over a steep hard
wood knoll and one comes out on the crest of L. W. Falls and the gorge. Not more than 10
minutes. I really believe a side trail to them would be better and not bring the trail down the
steam. It’s built mostly on trestles over hanging a steep side. They are rotting out badly. In time
will go altho they have carried the trail around them but there would be quite a little sapling
cutting this way. The trail yesterday needs little. I followed along the ridge between Moose and
Prescott and small spotted a tentative line. All open hard wood. Very few bushes and easy work.
The ridge drops down at the West of Moose and it’s wet toward the pond, but good hardwood a
little ways back. Open. I worked out a line S. W. and struck into a spotted line someone put in
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1927-1932 - Compiled by David Field - Page 191

there and followed this to L. W. coming in opp. the old lumber camp. Spotted this. If spot well
in the slope easy to pick up. L. W. high. heavy rain 3 days ago. Waded over etc. I worked back,
followed that spotted line. Some amateur for he carried his line over low ground with the hard
wood a little above him. Xed the outlet of Prescott (which is wrong on map, it comes straight
south into Moose from P’s S.W. corner) Worked back and home. Didn’t go over the knoll to falls
as it was getting late. Simple, and am going to give Gil a day’s fishing in Prescott. Will
investigate this angle. We can cross over the head of the falls. Many rocks. In high water I don’t
know. Only in spring as a rule. Another reason for bringing it down as I say.
Hot as hell! I was traveling 8 hrs. without a halt and didn’t realize it until I struck the car. Now
I’m on the ground Myron this is the route. Not a long uninteresting stretch around hot county
rds. I think Davis can spot it allright. This year will arrange to go with him and guide the trail. It
covers 3 handsome ponds and a pretty set of little falls as well as the gorge and really good
footing most of the way. The trail to Spectacle Pond from Blanchard I’ll work out some
afternoon with Hescock. So we are set and with time and investigation you see things correct
themselves. We do not have to follow a great deal of the L. W. and avoid a great deal of cutting
and steer clear of that alder swamp on it.
Philbrick was down Thurs. Fine. We had a long consultation. Our own class. Seems a very fine
intelligent fellow with lots of initiative and energy. He’s greatly interested and we are lucky. He
will be invaluable for he says he is going to work with Davis. Confirms my opinion of young
Davis and says he’s the kind to do the work and not shirk any of it rules or necessities. With
Philbrick on the job it will be I feel doubly secure. I pointed out to him that if Davis worked
alone it would give him 25 days at 3 dollars a day. He has to eat whether he works or not. A
man in that time can go far. Lots of the stretch will be comparatively easy and Philbrick agrees
that there can be considerable clearing done as well as the spotting. Says to express stuff to
Davis in Monson. I let him read your letter to Davis and he thus grasps everything. We took up
the financial question. What do you want to do about that. Send the check to me, and have me
settle? P. and I agreed it was best to pay at the end of the job. Perhaps make some small
advance for the purchase of grub. Until I know this definitely I cannot order a start for I must be
able to tell him the money is here. Philbrick will have a thoro going over the thing with young
Davis so there is no misunderstanding and I am going to talk with him on the phone today
(Davis) and as soon as I hear from you will order a start, with the understanding it must be done
directly as you say. Fine!
I start for the Notch with Gil Tues. I hope to get over 4th also Columbus and Chairback. Will
probably stay at lean-to on W. C. Pond for a couple of nights—Gil can fish. The camp on Indian
helps greatly. I want to see what they will tackle. I don’t like hear-say. I want first hand
knowledge. Philbrick believes they will carry the trail to Cloud Pond, where a lean-to can be
built some time, and make that and W. C. Pond lean-to stops on the journey. When I come back
I’ll take up Jo Mary and Namakanty and if possible go up the telephone line and come back
Prentiss Valley. Would like to cover Rainbow but am afraid much expense and not enough time.
Will cover this next spring. We haven’t thot of this link. Studying the map it would be better to
carry it along the phone line to East end. Then around to the W. Branch trail on the north side,
not around to the outlet. As you will see by map this is a longer route and has to cut around a
large cove there. I don’t believe there are any roads on the north side. Maybe. Burnt land altho I
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think the east north side has some green stuff. Tough country I’m afraid. I know the trail along
the tel. line is rough enough but not bushed. This would give us the old road on the South side
from Clifford’s to the Dam. Of course arrangements can be made with Clifford to ferry people
across. The lake is not wide there and a signal on the north shore can be arranged. Motor boats
at this camp. John Farrington, guide, has charge. I know him. Will write him for information.
I’ll try to look out the link from West Branch Ponds to Berry’s trail over Boardman this year,
but am not certain. If not next spring. Lots of time before you come. Will see Berry on the way
to Jo Mary and get the dope all I can. Thanks for the P. R. map. Did you get the copies from
Randall? Guess that’s all. Fine day today but hot. But Wash. Phew! All my best. Guess this
will please you. Things are going thru. All my best. Take up the finances at once. Yours,
Walter
August 7, 1932. George F. Dillman to Raymond Torrey [Remarkable hand-written account of
Dillman’s hike along the proposed Appalachian Trail in Maine before it was even built! Mailed
from Greenville. This is the first of three accounts of his hike.]
Dear Mr. Torrey:
I have taken in the territory from Katahdin as far as Clark’s Camp at the outlet dam on Rainbow
Lake and from there I struck out for the Greenville Auto Road. My original intentions of
following the schedule laid out in a mimeograph sheet given me by Mr. Edgerly in Boston were
somewhat changed due to the inevitable error of carrying too much in my knapsack. I am
stopping a few days in Greenville in order to have some lighter equipment sent me by mail. I did
want to go more indirectly to Greenville than I have done but time is a pressing factor so I have
to be content with leaving out some interesting territory as Lakes Nahmakanta and
Pemadumcook, Lower Jo Merry and Third Roach Pond.
From Greenville I’ll take the route from the fish hatchery across Squaw Mountain and then to
Indian Pond R. R. Station.
From the Summit of the tableland on the Saddle Trail I went southeast along relatively flat land
carpeted with dwarf blueberries, vaccinium uliginosum, I believe (no flowers or fruit to make
certain identification) and the small shiny leaves and apple cheeked berries of vaccinium vitisidaea var. minus. These plants grow in great patches the blueberry in high tufts (about a foot)
and has blue-green leaves. Mountain cranberry grows flat against the ground and is frequently
interspersed with your famous Potentilla tridentata—saw this also growing along the rocky
shore of Portland bay on my way up to Katahdin. Growing freely were patches of empetrum
nigrum, a heath-like plant but I did not see either flowers or fruit. Among the spruce of the
tableland and growing in the company of moist sphagnum moss and reindeer moss the sprays of
chiogenes hispidula were the most attractive and aristocratic looking of plants. Clean, shining,
fresh and sometimes a branching manner would have a few of the white berries slightly
reminiscent of wintergreen. Also very prevalent was the alpine azalea, loiseleuria procumbens
which seemed to fill the very clefts between rocks especially on the south side of the Knife Edge.
A plant which I could not identify and the nearest I got was some sort of caryophyllaceae, and
which bloomed freely in little four inch tufts in colonies all over the exposed gravelly tableland
and the sides of the Mountain, made white and snowy great areas and again one could chance
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upon a lonely tuft quivering in the breeze at the base of a huge gray boulder. It had 4” hairlike
opposite leaves and white [cerasteen ?]-like flowers. A little gem, I would say. Cornus
canadensis grew quite extremely up along the Saddle and in spots on the Cathedral Trail.
Chanced upon one lonely specimen of Sorbus sitchensis [Pretty unlikely! Probably Sorbus
americana] on the Knife Edge. Alnus crispa with finely serrated edges and small shiny foliage
grew all over the mountain and Betula alba cordifolia kept it company especially on the south
slope where it grew well up to the Knife Edge. Clintonia borealis and much more as Oxalis
acetosella flourished profusely in the Basin (South). A species of alpine goldenrod dotted the
region in single clumps and added considerable charm to the landscape with its pure golden
flowers. In the lowlands it grew as high as two feet while towards the top of Katahdin it became
so engagingly diminutive that taxanomic energy lost itself in contemplation of its rare beauty.
Probably was Solidago Cutleri.
Going on with the trail: followed the Hunt Trail to the Nesowadnehunk Tote Road and turned
right crossing Katahdin Stream and then left after a short distance to Yorks Camps on Daicey
Pond. A mile before the camp at Elbow Pond is an old lumbering camp. Here I camped for the
night with a guide and had my first taste of trout. The next morning I started for Yorks Camps
and after passing them followed the Nesowadnehunk Stream to the Penobscot West Branch.
Turning right I found the path to the dam across the Penobscot. This dam was blown up this
spring and I thought I could ford across at some shallow point, but no such plan presented itself
and at the back of the dam the current was too swift. I followed the bank up for about a quarter
mile and came across an old boat and was thus ferried across. A well blazed tote road follows
the west bank three miles and this branches left towards Rainbow Lake. When the first pond is
reached there is a large blaze on a tree and leads to the edge of the water about 10 yards from the
trail. From here I left the trail. Should have continued straight along the tote road. However I
swung right and skirted the edge of the pond and for the rest of the afternoon I wallowed in a
swampy section about a mile north of Rainbow Lake. The next day it rained so did not continue.
The following morning after plowing through burnt slash and untold quantities of raspberry
bushes I reached the lake and whistled across till a motorboat from the Camps on the opposite
shore came and took me across. I then was able to follow a telephone line and dim trail to the
outlet dam about three miles and then a good tote road to the Greenville Auto Road, another five
miles.
At the road, I got a lift to Kokadjo and then Greenville where I am now profiting by
experience—my old knapsack hugged me too close to suit me. The trails from Katahdin to
Rainbow Lake outlet dam are all in good condition the only stretch being the three miles from
the north shore through burnt slash to the outlet dam. People going between camps usually hail
across the lake for the motorboat to fetch them. I’d need a much lighter pack to go through that
burnt jungle of fallen timber and boulders.
I think the little white blooming plant on Katahdin I mentioned before is Arenaria groenlandica,
but I could not vouch for it. The trail up to Windy Pitch was decked on both sides with a
continuous strip of Cornus canadensis berries. Their intense red color and dark green leaves are,
it seems, a preliminary Yuletide message and in the hot mid-day atmosphere did not fit into the
general scheme of things. In the woods where a clearing persisted for any length of time this
decorative plant carpeted the wood mold in sheets of Christmas cheer. I often wondered why it
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did not snow when I looked upon a patch of berries and always persisted in tasting them, but
they lacked flavor and the single hard pit took up all the room. Chimaphilia umbellata was quite
frequent. Wintergreen leaves rose pleasantly from the rich brown evergreen needles and several
varieties of lycopodiums wove themselves into the ground plants sending up at intervals the
fruiting spikes. I determined L. clavatum, L. obscurum clendroideen, L. complanatum v.
flabelliforme, and quantities of [?] L. lucidulum. Also the long, winding light green runners of L.
annotinum (?) which have a sort of fuzzy appearance. On the road to Windy saw a few Larix
laricina and Mr. Dudly says there is one on one side of Chimney Pond, the highest he ever found
it growing.
Clintonia borealis grew scattered throughout the woods and the stalks were topped by the
peculiarly shaded blue berries.
This country is a lichenist’s idea of Paradise for every step one takes is due to land upon some
form of claydonia and on the rocks parmelias and continuous forms. About Katahdin the
boulders are covered with a very conspicuously light yellow shaded variety which adhered very
tenuously upon the surfaces and from a distance helped to give the impression that gravels grow
upon the rocks as one looked upward from the waters of Chimney Pond. One of the reindeer
moss grew very much in company with loiseleuria procumbens and probably helped to keep this
plant perennially moist about the roots. Baeomyces roseus seems to be continually in front but I
have not seen patches with as large bodies as further south. Probably because it is not the usual
time of year. Peltigera canina is fruiting in the woods along the trail after heading west from
Katahdin tho stiff brown teeth looking more like the tobacco stained molars of an old
hippopotamus than a dogs set. Usnea is very common and dangles and festoons itself across the
tree trunks and branches like tinsel on a Christmas tree. It is everywhere in evidence especially
on the evergreens and adds considerable beauty to woods that have seen the lumbermen’s axe
and saw. Beech trees lose all their bark characteristics once white and black patches dotted with
darker fruiting bodies envelope the whole trunk and give it a curious patchwork appearance.
Paper birch is very much in evidence and the trees grow with trunks one to two feet in diameter
at the base, sizes to make canoes out of. Yellow birch lower down and sparingly around
Greenville is a pleasant sight with its bronzy bark.
Much that I would have liked to stop and identify I had to leave since a hiking trip demands
steady progress and ten minutes here and there cuts surprisingly into the day’s mileage and also
after leaving Greenville I hope to be better fitted to enjoy the trail.
In some respects the scenery from the Hunt Trail is much more commanding and inclusive and
also more vast than any that may be seen looking out from Katahdin. Part of the greatest and
most extensively forested country is laid to view and lakes and rivers provide ample and
enticingly [?] modes of enjoyment. The fires some years ago have detracted from the beauty of
its South Basin Country but it so rapidly recovering and charming views of Basin Pond and
Katahdin Lake with the Turner’s Mt. in the north can be had from the Saddle, Cathedral and
Dudley trails. All the trails are in excellent condition, well blazed, cairned and not at all difficult
to follow and Mt. Katahdin itself is easily reached from Millinocket. There are caretakers at
Depot and Basin Pond Camps which charge for overnight stops and also supply meals. They are
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run by Reggy Crawford of Togue Pond Camp and Basin Pond Camp has been leased from Mr.
Ross who owns the woods about there. Chimney shelters and tent sites are free. Under tents
charges are 25 cents per night. People usually leave some food or equipment behind with the
Dudleys or else chop some wood for them. Both are very accommodating and one may have
meals there and there is also room for a few sleepers.
As mentioned one may camp a mile before reaching York’s at an old lumber camp. Near
Rainbow Lake pitch your tent or also Mr. Cifford might let you sleep in one of the guide houses.
Depends how he feels. On the Greenville road there is usually some mile where one may find a
bunk where he has his garages, an old house and a few discarded cars and small delivery trucks.
All the people I met are extremely hospitable and ready to give advice and pleasant to talk to.
Though they admit the season is terrible up here. Kineo has only about 40 out of some 120
accommodations filled. They still are willing to oblige those with purses. Am having a
wonderful time and my only lament is that no moose or bear has dained [sic] to cross my path.
Very sincerely yours,
George F. Dillman
Next stop in Grafton
August 8, 1932. ATCO Land & Lumber Co., Milo, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
In response to your letter August 4 we are pleased to enclose herewith a print from our Land Plan
L-108, showing Township 7, Range 9, N.W.P., Piscataquis County, in which Piscataquis
Mountains, so-called, including Barren, Fourth, Third, Columbus, Chairback, Benson, and
Roaring Brook Mountains, are shown. Borestone Mountain is just west of Lot 31, shown on this
plan, and it is located in the town of Elliotsville.
Trusting this supplies you the information you desire, we remain,
Very truly yours,
ATCO Land & Timber Company
E. M. Hamlin, Vice President
August 8, 1932. Mrs. Robert McDougall to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery.
Your letter of July 30th rec’d.
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The trails from the camp up Farrar Brook are never traveled so don’t know about them. The
cabin on Wadleigh Lake is mine one of them the rest are owned by a Sport. The trail around
Nahmakanta Lake is only for telephone wire but we have a motor boat on the Lake to take
passengers and from the foot of the Lake there is a tote road down to Pemadumcook Lake 7
miles in length.
There is no good trail up Wadleigh Fire Tower. Some of the old time guides say there is a trail
from Muskrat Pond through to Katahdin Iron Works but it is never traveled any. Why don’t you
write to H. E. Smith at Norcross Me. he is an old time guide and could tell you better than I
could.
August 9, 1932. Alfred H. Edgerly, A.M.C. 1932 August Camp, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Am enclosing herewith Randall 1931 map (Brown—white lines) together with a “Blue Print”
from same. Cost 35 cents.
I have received—either direct from you—or on your instance:
Philbrick—1932 map
Hinckley —Blueprint (Proposed road location, Piscataquis County)
Hinckley—Blueprint (“Moosehead Lake Private Park” showing proposed roads and
future extensions)
and Blueprint showing proposed routes (1) past Silver Lake
thence NW and (2) S.W to Elliotsville
When you know “net damage”, let me have figure--nearly—and I’ll liquidate.
For next 3 weeks I shall be out of touch with mail and other troublesome means of
communication but I’ll be back here in office before Labor Day. Meanwhile let me thank you
for the courtesies extended and believe me,
Very truly yours,
August 11, 1932. Robert Stubbs, Maine Forest Service Supervisor, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am returning The Forks Quadrangle which you recently sent me and with it are enclosed two
more sheets upon which I have made notations.
Mr. Comey’s route up the Kennebec Gorge is interesting and if the Conference wishes to lay out
the trail along the river, this is feasible. The route or approach to Big Squaw Mt. from Indian
Pond would call for considerable construction.
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Relative to the Carry Pond or the Arnold Trail Route, which I have indicated, it would be
necessary to do some trail construction about the south shore of West Carry Pond for the distance
of about a mile and a half. The rest of the trail to Wyman Lake would not call for much work.
Passage from the West Line of the Kennebec River or the Wyman Flowage to the East shore
presents a problem to be solved. My tentative suggestion would be to follow the automobile
road North from Carry Pond Stream for two miles, proceeding through the woods for a mile to
an opening at the head of the flowage, where there is a clear view across to the farm houses on
the opposite side of the river. Here it would be necessary to arrange for a boat. A telephone
might be put across the river or a bell or gong (an old saw) placed here for signal purposes.
On The Forks sheet I have indicated the location of the telephone line from Caratunk Village
across Pleasant Pond Mt. and over Bald Mt. The portion of the trail along the telephone line
over Pleasant Pond Mt. is not very well bushed out. This telephone line strikes Moxie Lake at a
point near the town line, as indicated. Here it would be necessary to detour South along the
railroad, around Joe’s Hole and up Bald Mt. following the fire warden’s trail.
With more careful study and exploration in the field, I believe that a trail could be developed
which would pass over Moxie Mt., which lies just South of Pleasant Pond. This is a higher
mountain, with a commanding view of the country on the South.
August 11, 1932. John Farrington Clifford’s Sporting Camps, Rainbow Lake, to Walter
Greene. [Hand-written]
Friend Walter:
Received your letter a few days ago and will try and answer to the best of my ability. Now the
north side of the lake is very rough and is in the burned area and as perhaps you will remember
the telephone line comes around on the south side and is pretty fair trail around to the head of the
lake. And it is a matter of 1 1/2 miles back on north side through part burned and part green
timber which would bring you back abrest of the camps where there is an old tote road that goes
strait to the west branch and down around the dead water to the dam.
But the dam has been all blown out and there is no way getting across afoot now and you know
the way out to Pitman’s camp to hit the abol trail. I will try and give you a rough sketch of the
lake and roads of which you may understand but may not be just right in the actual directions but
general of which I hope maybe what you want to know.
Hoping to see you again I remain as ever,
August 12, 1932. Myron Avery to Dillingham’s Book Store, Bangor, Maine
Gentlemen:
Will you kindly advise me if you can supply copies of the last edition of L. L. Hubbard’s map of
the Northern Maine Wilderness and at what price?
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{Letter returned with note: “We have the Hubbard map in stock. Price 1.25. Dillingham’s.”}
August 12, 1932. Harry Davis to Myron Avery
Dear Sir—
My son talked with Mr. Green and I understand that he together with Mr. Philbrook will lay out
this trail the best they can with this amount of money $75.00.
I will myself be in position to do a little work for you by way of placing markers along some of
these trails that can be reached quite readily and there will be no charge for whatever small
services I can render. I will you see have a chance to do some of these small jobs whenever I
have occasion to go over one of these trails in the service of the State of Maine and I know they
would not object. In fact I am willing to make it a point to help out in several places.
{Copy Greene}
August 12, 1932. Myron Avery to Vico Isola, Maine Development Commission
Dear Mr. Isola:
I have been delayed in replying to your letter by reason of my absence from Washington. The
local fire warden to whom my letter of July 30, 1932 referred is Harry Davis of Monson. I
understand that he is very highly regarded by the Forestry Department.
I am sorry to say that I shall miss my visit to Maine this summer for the first time in my
existence. I have substituted trips in the Southern Appalachians—with the result that I
appreciate the Maine Woods the more. For this reason, I shall not be able to take advantage of
your suggestions to call at Augusta and discuss arrangements about supplying the remaining $50.
Perhaps, under these circumstances we can arrange the matter by correspondence. It would
surely give the Maine Movement a tremendous impetus.
August 12, 1932. Alfred Edgerly to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
A young friend of mine has started from Katahdin to cover as much of the proposed A.T. as he
can this summer. Am just in receipt of his first report which in part may be of interest to you.
On Aug. 10 he was at Greenville, having followed the directions set forth in the memo you sent
me.
Boiled down, he says: Followed route described, as far as Outlet Dam on Rainbow Lake, then
made for Greenville Auto Road (Pack was too heavy—so he went out to Greenville to
“reorganize”).
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Trails are in excellent condition, except in two places:
One is at the dam crossing Penobscot West Branch. This has been recently blown up, permitting
no crossing whatsoever—not even fording. After “considering” a bit, he followed about 1/4 m.
north when he espied a boat. Old man ferried him across and he then followed tote road to
Rainbow Lake Camps.
(2) After he left Penobscot, and went over the hill and down again, the first pond came to view
and a tree with large blaze on it marks a trail to water’s edge—about 100 yds. to right.
He thought it was some corner of Rainbow Lake—He should have continued straight ahead to
north end of Rainbow Lake. He didn’t like looks of three miles between camp and outlet so he
had boat carry him across—and from place where he landed followed wire trail to outlet Dam.
Otherwise, he had no trouble.
This chap is young, not a trained woodsman—and strictly a N.Y. City bred boy—in humble
circumstances, etc.—but he “has it in him”. What he has done, thus far, is proof (if any is
needed) that your description of the route is intelligible to a layman.
{Copy Greene and Comey}
August 12, 1932. Theron S. Dean, Burlington VT, to Raymond H. Torrey
My dear Mr. Torrey:
Back in June, the big cross-cut saw of the New York section was found in a very bad condition
and I had it repaired and filed by Mr. J. E. Denis, a carpenter of this city. I paid him his charge
of $1.50. I also paid .25 for a new handle, the little one, for use when two men are working the
saw. Will you please send check for the $1.75?
I received from Professor Monroe last night a few reprints of your article which appeared in the
“New York Evening Post” for July 29th, and congratulate you on same.
Sorry I was unable to meet you and Mrs. Torrey when you were through a few weeks ago.
August 13, 1933. Myron Avery to Walter Greene [a rare, for Avery, hand-written letter]
Dear Walter,
I have been in New England for a week. Boston. Had a three day hike in good spruce country
into the White Mountains along the A.T. I shall leave here again for a week commencing Aug.
23rd.
I have no letter from Davis yet. Only a letter from Philbrick saying he thinks that Davis will do
it. I have three letters from you here. Add the dates, as I keep all these epistles. I shall give you
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some bad writing by reason of the fact that I am answering this letter at home. I am swamped
with office work and correspondence. I can’t comment on every phase of your trips, but I almost
take them with you and I know what a kick you get out of them. It is something constructive—
and it is you Walter who is putting it over. The big job is to get this Chairback Range cut. The
degree of clearing must rest upon what Davis will do and what you consider fair. In confidence I
may get another $25 which we can use later for improving the clearing. We want these 2 things:
1. Davis’ acceptance of my letter, as outlined.
2. Agreement between you and Davis on the route to be marked between Moxie and
Boarstone.
I think I can shortly send you the entire $75 to be paid by you when you are satisfied with the
work. We shall need duplicate receipts stating the work done.
So there is nothing holding up the work on this end. I shall risk sending paint and markers to
Davis next week, unless you telegraph me collect by Thursday not to do so.
Now as to your letters. I have always been disturbed—more than you about crossing the East
Branch Headwaters. I think your old trails are useless. Probably the best plan is the sketch you
drew. I like it. But it will require work and the job is to line up some one who would do it.
Perhaps Davis might go in next year. But if possible we should know this year how we must go
and who will clear it. The sketch map looks very promising. It seems definite that we can’t go
via Big Springs.
Now that Little Wilson is entirely with you, but we mustn’t lay out a route which entails so much
labor as to defeat our primary purpose—opening the Chairback Range. I am not too clear on it.
Is it thus:
From North Blanchard (reached by good roads from Moxie Bald trail) 4 miles to Spectacle
ponds by trails. Then to old stage road at Bell Pond. Leading north to crossing of Little Wilson
(also power line), then down south bank of Little Wilson to opposite Packard Pond, then cross L.
W. and go by Packard, Moose, and Prescott Ponds and out trail to F.S. campground. Then south
to Bodfish Siding. Is this right? Who built the tin can trail and where does it go to?
I sent you Hinckley maps. Didn’t you get them? Also returned the Pleasant River Blueprint.
I have concluded to not write Moore but to mark the road--mark it continuously.
You saw the Purington’s blueprint at N.Y. It had many old roads on it. About the best we had of
Jo Merry.
Your Monument Cliff must be on Columbus Mt.—according to American Thread map.
I still am not clear as to the trail from State Camp to L. W. Falls. Where are the falls with
respect to crossing the brook that you have in mind?
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In view of your probable going into Nahmakanta, I shall not mail again until your plans mature.
Guess this clears it all up. Yours, Myron
August 13, 1932. Myron Avery to Henry R. Buck, Hartford, Connecticut
Dear Henry:
The way the matter stands with the New England Trail Conference is that there were three votes
to expend $100, Ross Heermance and Supervisor Scott, and three votes to expend $50, so I have
at least $50. Comey at the last minute back tracked and voted the $50. I wish, however, so
much that he could have done this in the first instance and avoided all this. The letter which you
offered to write is extremely pleasing to me but under the circumstances I think nothing more
can be accomplished.
I am enclosing a copy of a letter from the Maine Development Commission, which has
sanctioned the project. It looks encouraging and I think we will get this cut through all right. I
have taken a chance on the remaining $25 and proposed to the fire warden that he do it for $75. I
wish, however, to ask you keep this letter confidential, as I do not like to disclose it at this time.
It begins to look as if we will make real progress in Maine and if the conqueror of the Grand
Teton doesn’t consider these peaks too insignificant, I know you will enjoy very much some of
the Maine link, particularly where the new trail is to be cut. Add it to your agenda.
All of the family send their best wishes.
Commissioner Denton was asking about you the other day.
I have just completed traveling between the Long Trail Lodge and Kinsman Notch getting Trail
data. I put up Appalachian Trail markers. The link is 89 miles.
August 13, 1932. W. A. Hennessy, Secretary, Bangor Chamber of Commerce, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Upon my return to the office today I find your interesting letter of July 28th. As Mr. Houghton
is out of town today I shall not be able to see him until the first of the week and I will write you
more fully then.
Have you seen the new book by our friend Mr. William Otis Sawtelle, Maine’s Historic Trails
and Waterways. If you have not I shall be glad to send you a copy.
Thanking you for your continued interest in “In the Maine Woods”,
August 15, 1932. Myron Avery to Prentiss & Carlisle
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Dear Sirs:
Has your map of Piscataquis County been issued? If not, I presume I will receive notice when it
appears.
August 15, 1932. Myron Avery to Harry Davis
Dear Mr. Davis:
I am very glad to have your letter of August 12, 1932, and to know that your son will undertake
to build the trail under the arrangements set out in my letter of August 1st.
I am sure he will have no difficulty in agreeing upon the extent of clearing with Mr. Greene,
which the price of the work warrants. I know that Lyman is interested in the project and will do
as much as he can to help the movement.
I am having mailed to you this week some 400 markers and galvanized nails. These have gone
forward by express.
I will also have sent to you by express some five gallons of the paint which we use and two and
one-half gallons of linseed oil. We use half a gallon of the oil to a gallon of paste. This makes a
very thick paste. We use it about as thick as it will spread because of its greater hiding power
and durability. It should not be thinned down like ordinary paint.
Please let me know if you do not receive the markers and paint by the beginning of next week.
I shall be away for a week after August 24th but I expect to send to Mr. Greene the money for
the job before I leave, so that my absence will not cause any delay.
I shall send to both Philbrick and yourself a copy of the final itinerary as it will go into the
Guidebook to be published this fall for New England. If there are any additions or errors
resulting from the relocation, I shall be more glad to have them.
I believe I sent you a copy of the Cimpher map, so that the exact route from Boarstone to
Blanchard could be placed on it and returned to me.
We are mighty glad to know that you will be in a position yourself to place markers when you
are going over some of these trails. The Development Commission and the Forestry Department
have endorsed the project and offered to help in any way. I will appreciate your keeping me
advised of such points along the route as you are able to mark.
I am counting on seeing you next summer when I am in Maine and we expect that Lyman will go
with us over the Chairback Range, so we can discuss future improvements as money may
become available. I think I alluded to this in my last letter.
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I appreciate very much your interest in the matter and the suggestions you have given me.
I think that we will have a little difficulty in working out the exact route between Cooper Brook
and West Branch Ponds.
CC: Mr. Greene
August 15, 1932. PROPOSED ROUTE OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL ACROSS
MAINE (254 Miles, estimated), by M. H. Avery (Copied to Greene)
[This is a revision of the July 1, 1932 draft. A full mark-up of that draft, on which this revision
is based, is included in the scanned files. The first paragraph is puzzling, given the date and the
fact that the marking claimed had not yet even begun. Clearly Avery was speculating and
indulging in some wishful thinking. This optimism was characteristic of him during this early
period, but he did worry about this later in the year as the expected work fell short.]
KATAHDIN TO MAINE HIGHWAY NO. 105 (BODFISH SIDING)
(94 Miles, estimated)
Of the described route in sections I and II some 27 continuous miles have been marked as
standard Appalachian Trail by metal markers and white paint blazes. This marked section
extends from the Hermitage on the West Branch of Pleasant River to Blanchard. This trail
marking was done in August and September and its cost was defrayed jointly by the New
England Trail Conference (a federation of outing clubs in New England) and by private sources.
This route is, in the main, that developed by Walter D. Greene, The Lambs Club, 128 West 44th
Street, New York City.
For maps consult U. S. Geological Survey Katahdin quadrangle; *A.M.C. “Katahdin Region”
June 1932 and KATAHDIN GUIDEBOOK; *Great Northern Paper Company’s “West Branch
Plan” and “Map of Kennebec Watershed”; Maine Forest Service Wadleigh, Whitecap and
Boarstone Tower maps; Maine Forest Service Parlin Pond, *Moosehead, *Pleasant River,
Katahdin and Chesuncook District Maps; blueprint map “Katahdin and West Branch Trails” by
George C. Purington, copyright, 1924; contour map of Boarstone Region prepared by S. S.
Philbrick, Waterville Iron Works, Waterville, Maine; *U. S. Engineer Corps Advance Sheets
Nos. 889, 869 and 895; *Map of Elliotsville and Vicinity, October, 1919, by T. Cimpher;
*blueprint of Pleasant River and Adjacent Regions by L. S. Randall, Milo, Me., 1913 (50 cents);
Hubbard’s “Map of Northern Maine Wilderness”; blueprint map “West Branch of Penobscot
River, Ripogenus to Millinocket”, June, 1925, by J. H. Watson for F. S. Shepherd; “Township 7
Range 9” map of American Thread Company, Dec., 1921; map of Piscataquis County by
Prentiss and Carlisle, Bangor, Me.
See also printed prospectus of development of Moosehead region by F. C. Hinckley, 39
Hammond Street, Bangor, Maine and two large accompanying blueprint maps, prepared by
Prentiss and Carlisle.
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1927-1932 - Compiled by David Field - Page 204

See also aerial photos taken by Captain Stevens of U. S. Air Corps of Onawa Lake region in
September, 1931 and in the files of the U. S. Geological Survey, Washington, D.C. See also the
camp folders for camps referred to in this data.
L. L. Hubbard’s Guide to NORTHERN MAINE WILDERNESS (4th Ed. with Appendix) gives
a very complete account of the literature relating to the Piscataquis region.
From the summit of Mt. Kathadin go west on Hunt Trail to York’s Twin Pond Camps (7 m.).
Cross Nesowadnehunk Stream on G. N. P. new “toll-bridge” (8 m.) and follow tote road down
west bank of Nesowadnehunk Stream to Penobscot West Branch (12 m.). Turn right and follow
old tote-road 1/2 m. to Nesowadnehunk Dam. (Unlocked G. N. P. shack, stove, bunks on north
side of river; a cut-off from Nesowadnehunk tote-road to dam saves considerable distance.)
Cross Penobscot West Branch at dam. Follow old road west up river for 3 1/2 miles. Turn south
(16 m.) into trail to Rainbow Lake. Trail comes out on north side of Rainbow Lake (18 1/2 m.);
Clifford’s Rainbow Lake Camps (Kokadjo, Maine) are on south side of Lake. Follow shore west
around north side of Rainbow Lake to tote-road at outlet dam (22 1/2 m.) of Rainbow Lake.
(Camp road of 4 miles from dam to Clifford’s Camps on south shore; Rainbow Mountain to the
south of Rainbow Lake.)
From Rainbow Lake outlet follow trail approximately five miles down Rainbow Stream to
MacDougall’s Camps (27 1/2 m.) at head of Nahmakanta Lake. (Mrs. Robert McDougall,
Norcross, Maine; camps reached from Pemadumcook Lake via third and fourth Debsconeag
Lakes; see *map in camp folder; Nesuntabunt Mountain west of Lake down Nahmakanta
Stream.)
From McDougall’s Camp (27 1/2 m.) follow telephone wire and rough trail along north side
Nahmakanta Lake to outlet dam (32 m.) Cross Nahmakanta outlet dam and follow tote-road
down stream 5 m. to head of Pemadumcook Lake (37 m.). Follow old tote-road to head of Lower
Joe Mary Lake; then trail along south shore of lake to Leon Potter’s Camps (42 m.) on Lower
Joe Mary Lake.
From Potter’s Camps (42 m.) on lower Joe Mary follow excellent trail which leads across outlet
of Mud Pond south to Cooper Brook and then west along Cooper Brook. A mile east of Church
Pond, side trail, maintained by Potter, leads to summit of Joe Mary Mountain (magnificent
view). At Church Pond (47 m.), pass fine outlying camp (Potter’s). Continue on Cooper Brook
road to Crawford Pond (53 m.) Cross dam at outlet of Crawford Pond (old lumber camps nearby)
and continue south and west 1 mile farther to Kokadjo automobile road. Turn west on Kokadjo
automobile road and in 3 miles reach (at 57 m.) Yoke Pond (camps of Charles Berry, Kokadjo,
Maine) on west shore of ponds.
(From Yoke Ponds the next objective is Pleasant River West Branch. The connection, here
described, may require further clearing as well as marking.)
From Berry’s Camp (57 m.) on Yoke Pond follow series of old roads and trails across East
Branch of Pleasant River to Chadwick’s Camps (68 m.) on east side of West Branch Ponds (Fred
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M. Chadwick, Kokadjo, Maine). (Footnote: “For route from Yoke Pond south to East Branch
Pleasant River then west up East Branch Pleasant River see Purington map and Randall map of
Pleasant River region.”)
From West Branch Ponds (68 m.) the Trail follows old tote-road down the West Branch of
Pleasant River through its spectacular “Gulf” (for an account of this region, see Hubbard’s
“Guide to Moosehead Lake and Northern Maine”, 4th ed.) with a side trail to Whitecap. (This
side trail on the north slope of Whitecap is the 3 mile Maine Forest Service trail to the Whitecap
lookout tower from the Pleasant River West Branch. There is also a Forest Service trail from the
West Branch to Whitecap up its southern slope along White Brook. Were the trail route located
to the summit on these trails across Whitecap it would entirely miss the “Gulf”. To include both
outstanding features and to afford access to Baker Mountain, the side trail to Whitecap from the
north seems preferable.)
From West Branch Ponds (Chadwick’s) a wide road leads down the River. Cross the dam at the
outlet of Big Lyford Pond (camps of W. M. Sherman & Sons). Go along tote-road through
spectacular Pleasant River Gulf. (Back of Little Lyford Pond are Baker and Indian mountains
reached by side trails; fine views.) The “Gulf” commences 2 miles below Little Lyford Brook
outlet (McLeod and Call’s Camps on Little Lyford Pond). At its beginning is the “Indian Head”.
On Hay Brook a short distance above the “Hermitage”, are Screw Augur Falls. [Screw Augur
Falls are on Gulf Hagas brook, not Hay Brook.] Cars may be driven from Katahdin Iron Works
five miles up the West Branch, as far as White Brook. The 12 miles from Brownville Junction to
Katahdin Iron Works are over a bad road; the last 6 1/4 miles from Arbo Farm to Katahdin Iron
Works are passable only in dry weather; Katahdin Iron Works is more accessible via the
converted railroad service from Brownville Junction. Transportation to White Brook may be
procured at Katahdin Iron Works. York’s Camps are 4 miles from White brook, the end of the
road which is passable by automobile.
Here commences (September, 1932) the marked Appalachian Trail.
At the “Hermitage” (79 m.) on the West Branch, ford stream and follow road 2 miles to York’s
Camps (81 m.) at head of Long Pond (Ralph E. York, Katahdin Iron Works; camps of Will Dorr
at foot of Long Pond).
The next section of the route passes over a series of outstanding peaks: Chairback, Columbus,
Third, Fourth, Barren and Boarstone Mountains. All afford spectacular views and comprise one
of Maine’s finest groups.
From York’s Camps on Long Pond, follow trail to East Chairback Pond and onto Chairback
Mountain. (Trails lead east from East and West Chairback Ponds to Arnold’s camps on Big
Houston Pond; then 5 m. by tote-road over Ore Mountain—fine view—to Katahdin Iron Works.)
There is a lean-to on West Chairback Pond. The Trail leads across Columbus, Fourth, Third
Mountains and over the highest peak of Barren Mountain with its Cloud Pond, where a lean-to
should be constructed. From Barren the trail slabs down west side of the mountain to
“Slugundy” on Long Pond Stream. Follow tote-road down Long Pond Stream to the State road
at Bodfish Farm (accommodations obtainable here). Follow State road to Bodfish school, then
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trail to Boarstone summit. From summit follow Forest Service trail down to Moore’s fox farm
and ponds on slope of Boarstone. Follow road to Bodfish Siding on C. P. R. R. and Maine
Highway No. 105.
II. MAINE HIGHWAY No. 105 (BODFISH SIDING) to DEAD RIVER VILLAGE
(65 Miles, estimated)
This route is that developed by Forest Supervisor Robert M. Stubbs, Augusta, Maine. In this
connection, see the Stratton, Dead River, The Forks, Pierce Pond and Bingham topographic
sheets of the U. S. Geological Survey; Maine Forest Service Parlin Pond and Dead River district
maps and Maine Forest Service Bigelow, Pleasant Pond and Moxie Bald fire tower maps.
From Bodfish Siding (0 m.) follow gravel road north to Forest Service Little Wilson
Campground (1 1/2 m.), cross Little Wilson Stream and follow trail along north bank of stream.
(Side trail leads south to Little Wilson Falls, 57 feet, and Gorge; see Hubbard’s GUIDES TO
NORTHERN MAINE WILDERNESS and IN THE MAINE WOODS, 1931). Follow trail west
halfway around Packard (Beaver) Pond, then somewhat north to east side of Prescott Pond, cross
ridge between Prescott and Moose Ponds, pass west end of Moose Pond and cross Little Wilson
Stream (3 1/3 m.). Follow old trail west along south side of Little Wilson Stream to where old
Greenville stage road and power line right of way cross stream (5 1/2 m.). Follow stage road
south. Near Bell Pond follow trail west to Spectacle Ponds (9 1/2 m.). From Spectacle Ponds
follow trail to North Shirley (11 1/2 m.) and gravel road to Blanchard (14 m.) and beginning of
Forest Service trail to Moxie Bald. Here the marked and painted Appalachian Trail ends
(September, 1932).
From Blanchard on B. & A. R. R. follow Forest Service telephone line and trail to Moxie Bald
Mountain with lookout tower (25 m.). Follow trail and telephone wire down west slope to Joe’s
Hole (30 m.) at head of Moxie Lake, and on Maine Central R. R. Follow telephone wire along
railroad track north 2 miles and approximately opposite Pine Island, follow trail and telephone
line over Hedgehog Mountain to lookout tower on Pleasant Pond Mountain (39 m.). Follow trail
and telephone wire down west slope to Pleasant Pond (45 m.). Road is passable for automobiles
and leads into hard-surface U. S. No. 201 in Carritunk Plantation (47 m.). Follow hard-surface
road south approximately 2 miles along east shore of Wyman Lake (Kennebec River flowage).
(In this vicinity a method of ferrying across the Kennebec is to be worked out.) Follow old road
down west bank of Kennebec River to Carrying Place Brook. Follow tote-road up Carrying Place
Brook (old Arnold trail). There are public camps on East and West Carry Ponds.
There is no existing trail for the 1 1/2 miles around the south shore of West Carry Pond; the
shore may be followed or a boat procured at Arnolds’s Point from the camps on the opposite
shore. From the Camps a side trail leads 1 mile to Round Top Mountain (2240 ft.).
Come into U. S. Route No. 144 at Dead River Village (65 m.). (Lodging and accommodations at
Ledge House, 2 miles south on Highway No. 144.)
III. DEAD RIVER VILLAGE TO GRAFTON NOTCH
(85 miles, estimated)
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For a proposed route through this section, see article by Arthur C. Comey in Appalachia, Feb.
1926, p. 176 and June, 1930, pp. 87-90 (obtainable from Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy
Street, Boston, Mass.)
See also description of this section prepared by A. C. Comey as part of this chapter on the
proposed route of the Appalachian Trail across Maine for the New England Trail Conference
GUIDEBOOK.
GRAFTON NOTCH TO MAINE-NEW HAMPSHIRE LINE
(12 Miles)
See A. M. C. GUIDEBOOK, pp. 63-7, 8th ed.
August 15, 1932. Myron Avery to E. M. Hamlin, V.P., ATCO Land & Lumber Co., Milo,
Me.
Dear Mr. Hamlin:
When I wrote my letter of August 4th to the American Thread Company, I should have perhaps
guessed that it might come to your attention. You will perhaps recall my visits—which were
very pleasant to me—to your home in Milo with Paul and Oscar when I was attending Bowdoin.
The map which you sent me is extremely helpful. I take it that this region is owned by the Atco
Land and Lumber Company. As the map on the stationery indicates, the Appalachian Trail
project is practically completed south of the Maine-New Hampshire Line. By reason of the lack
of interested organizations, no progress has been made in Maine. It would seem regrettable to
omit this link and some funds have been made available for cutting the trail through a section
where none exists. Next summer I hope, with some friends, to do some marking on the section
from Katahdin west.
I am enclosing an outline in a general way where we should like the route to go. If on examining
it, you find that it passes through lands owned by the Atco Land and Lumber Company and you
have maps of that territory, it would be of considerable assistance to me to know of them.
Please give my best regards to Oscar and Paul and the other members of your family.
{Copy Greene; A.T. booklet enclosed}
August 15, 1932. Duane Whitten to Walter Greene. [Hand-written]
Dear Walter:
Thought I would drop you a line this morning. The trail which we were speaking about, from
Big Lyford to the Shore Farm, on second Roach. There used to be an old road there, but it is
grown up to alders and scrub stuff. It would much harder to clean the road, than to spot a new
trail.
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It is between four and five miles across there. There is a road from here, to long ridge which is
three miles. So there would be only a mile and a half more to the Shore Farm. I couldn’t find
out much about the other trails you spoke of. But maybe I will later. Wall Walter I got to go
fishing pretty soon, so will close, hoping this note will help you.
Friend Duane
August 15, 1932. Myron Avery to Prentiss & Carlisle
Dear Sirs:
Has your map of Piscataquis county been issued? If not, I presume I will receive notice when it
appears.
August 15, 1932. Myron Avery to Shailer Philbrick
Dear Philbrick:
I have your letter of August 5, 1932. I have been away from Washington for some time. I have
heard nothing directly from the Davis people but Greene’s letter led me to believe that work
would be undertaken on the basis of my letter. I certainly hope so for this is the only opportunity
to get things started in Maine. It will come easy after that.
You should receive a check from the Appalachian Mountain Club shortly.
I presume that you have seen the map of the American Thread Company for the Chairback
Range. I have just obtained a copy.
I should be very glad to have one of the photostatic copies and will appreciate your letting me
know the cost, so that I may remit to you.
I am really pleased that you can help us with the photographs. Am I right in assuming that you
will send on your prints when you get them collected, so that we can decide what we would like
to use. I suppose it would be more satisfactory to have us pay you for getting the prints made up
than to loan us the negatives.
I certainly wish I could be up there rather than down here—but I have next year to look forward
to.
I appreciate what you are doing to help us put this project through.
Please bear in mind that I am counting on seeing your photos.
{Copy Greene}
August 16, 1932. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. Tuesday. [Hand-written]
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{Marginal notes on first page: “Better answer all this. Not figuring whether I’m here or not. I
want to know things. Can’t read this over. Do the best you can. More tomorrow.”}
Dear Myron:
The enclosed from Farrington will hand you a jolt. More further on. Got back Sunday. Had an
enjoyable trip but a mighty strenuous one. Tried to reach Bodfish landing with the car and
canoe. Got stuck in a mudhole half way. Finally got out and got the car back to the farm. Toted
the canoe to the stream and got across Onawa and up to Notch. Wed. struck up Barren on the
line. It crossed the red spots about at Cloud Pond. [The “red spots” referred to here were almost
certainly blazes along the town line between Elliotsville and Township 7, Range 9.] I figured
wiser to follow the red line to Fourth. Some bushes cut out and got along pretty well, altho there
was some tough going. Crossed the sag below the top to the side of 4th. Awful. We had to go
up the side of cliffs with hand holds. Got to the top. Looked it out east and west. Spruce but not
as good going as 3 and 2nd. Still the trail can go thru the top nicely keeping on the north cant.
Good chance in one spot for short side trail to high rock with wonderful view South. Some dead
falls not many. Long spur running S.E. to the shore of Indian 1/2 way down the pond. North of
this spur is a wide valley to 3rd a long sweep. No time to penetrate it. Green growth. Davis may
have some trouble there. I think he will have for the whole good going except in the sag. When
one gets out of the spruce in this country he’s usually in a hell hole. Got back to camp by old
roads and the farm. That night came in to rain heavily. Also next day (Thurs.). Stayed at camp.
I’m not plunging into that bush in rain. Friday came in fine and windy. Up early made up the
packs. Heavy. Had to take bedding to the lean-to. Tough trip to Monument Cliff. There I was
carrying a heavy pack up a mountain. Something I’d sworn off. There is a spotted line now
from Cliff to Lean-to. Pretty good. Got there in time. It had blackened up and down came the
rain. The lean-to poor. Little to do with. Hardly any wood. No axe. I had my half one. Finally
got a fire going and by struggling with it for a couple of hours dried out the little wood there.
Got settled finally and got some food. Slept well, wet and damp there next morning. Black and
wet. I looked over Columbus and decided it could stay there. One can’t use a rain shirt in that
bush and I had no desire to go 10 miles soaked all day in that kind of going. I figured Philbrick
knows it well, and could give us any information we need. Gil fished until 12. Got 3 nice trout.
I got things in shape, and managed to find a couple of young dead spruce, some cedar kindling
and bark to leave behind. These camp owners, they take sports up to a dump like that when a
day’s work and a few conveniences would make it fit to live in. We had one of York’s boats.
Two nice oars in it. Good boat, but no oarlocks or place for any. Can you beat it. Then we
expect help from them. Cleaned up. We got back to camp and that is some camp. I love it. Got
out next day. Fished the brook 3 hrs. on way down got a doz. brook trout. With Gil’s 3 made a
nice mess to leave with Col. Betterson on the lake to repay his courtesy for putting us across the
last trip. Fine man. Like to know him better. Now I have a pretty good idea of what they are up
against. Philbrick says Columbus is not much bad going and when they hit Arnold’s line there
they will have clear going to the West Branch. But we don’t want to minimize the job Davis is
up against. As I see it it’s a tough one and well worth the 75.00 if not more. He has a long
stretch to cover from Blanchard to the Hermitage. He and P. were down while I was away. At 8
last night they blew in again. Just right. I had a long talk with young Davis on the phone before I
left for the Notch. Told him I’d written you as to the finances and would get hold of him when I
came back. We had a long pow-wow. Davis made an even better impression on me. Quiet and
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intelligent chap. Strong. Has had a forestry course. Not the average woods native. I feel sure
his interest in the work will not be altogether financial. I cemented things. He agrees to do it.
Will start as soon as he gets the paint and markers. The route is clearly outlined as you want it
and as Philbrick advises.
I have been most insistent on the manual and the standardization required. I feel sure he
appreciates it. He promises to stick to it. I of course cannot be here to supervise but I feel sure it
will be as we want it. I impressed particularly the future work it would bring. That no doubt will
govern his work also. I told him we would probably want him on the other stretches if this was
done properly. He will start at Slugundy. His idea is to spot the trail first, then go back and paint
it. I think a good one. One can slash along without a change from the ax. Then when he paints
on the return, if he sees advantageous shifts he can make them and the painting would not be
there to prevent them. The route follows the top of Barren. Copper plate. P. Advises short side
trail to Cloud. Lean-to there later. Over the sag, 500 ft. bog P. says. Hardly shows that from
Indian Pond. Along Fourth to the peaks 2nd and 3rd, over Mon. Cliff to W. C. pond, up Col. to
Arnold’s line then E. C. Pond etc. to Hermitage. P. says there’s a bridge across the river now at
Her. We mustn’t miss those pines there. Also says there’s some bushes getting into the road
above Screw Auger falls. Further up above McCall’s you will see the road Xs the river. Old
bridge. Fine in there he says.
Myron we must remember the Boarstone situation. We are traveling a wealthy city man’s
private estate. He cannot keep people off the mt. because of the fire station. He tried P. tells me
but he can make it uncomfortable if we slash his trees. P. and D. agree with me on this. This is a
plain auto road. No child could get off it. A few markers will do. The fire trail from the fox
farm is painted blazes. Davis knows it, but I’ve arranged when I come back from Munsungan to
work on this with him. I know where I want it to go. Will draw a sketch map later for you. No
time today. I have to look out the link from N. Blanchard to Spectacle Pond. Will soon. It’s
there Hescock says. The side trip to Wilson Gorge easy. Short. Trust to me on this. I told Davis
to spot sidelines on top of fourth to rocks on south side. Great view. The trail to the School
house can be discreetly marked for it is not on his private road. We don’t want Boarstone cut out
on us. Moore’s brother and sister have camps here on Onawa and Benson. She as P. says is very
snooty. We must tread softly here. I’m on the ground and I know. The Little W. route as I’ve
written you is practical and fine. I know I’ll stand on that and I don’t use snap judgment. Very
short. Also a line south (short) from Monument Cliff which gives a wonderful view south. (200
rods) Also to blue spot Arnold’s line on Columbus to E.C. Cliffs he speaks so highly of.
I think that covers it. Any thing more write. I’m crowded this month. Lots of calls on my time.
McGs here. Everybody here. Will get to Jo Merry next week. I must get to Munsungan the last
of month. Can take up the route to Berry’s over Boardman in spring. Also Rainbow. Can easily
do this before you start, which probably will be July or Aug. will it not. Wrote to John
Farrington. See his letter and sketch. Good of him. Hell! The dam gone. What does that mean.
We must find out. Why not write Bradeen or Everett York. They would know. Important to
them. People come to their camps from the Greenville road along the river. How do they X if
this is gone. It will solve itself I guess. There will have to be some way to X in place of it I
guess. I asked Davis if he wanted a small advance. He said he thot he could get credit in
Monson. After he starts would be a graceful thing to let him have 10 or 15 to meet his expenses.
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At end he gets his money as I gave him to definitely understand. Another 25 will go a long way
later. I did not of course tell him. We might get this. It will help no doubt to have the money
here. So he will know definitely it’s there waiting for him. Have they remitted it to you yet.
How about this part of it. Let me know as soon as possible. Receipts will be given by me and
Davis as you say. Hope you’ve sent paint ahead and markers. Must rush and get this in mail.
Hope you can read it. I had to hurry. Up to my neck. And don’t forget we are crossing some of
the wildest country in Maine and getting off easy. One can’t do it without a little money and
time but it’s going through. Best, Walter
August 16th. Old Corner Book Store, Boston, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We can secure if wanted (if not in stock) Hubbard Map of the Northern Maine Wilderness, size
33 1/2 X 36, price in paper folded $1.25 and in cloth mounted to fold $3.00 (1929)
August 16, 1932. Myron Avery to L. S. Cook, Great Northern Paper Co.
Dear Mr. Cook:
Thank you very much for the copy of the Kennebec map which answers my inquiry. I have been
informed that the Sourdnahunk Dam has been “blown”. Is it intended that the Dam will be
replaced or any other structure built, so that it will be possible to cross the Penobscot any where
below Ripogenus Dam? I should be much interested to know what led to the blowing of the
dam. It was quite a land mark.
{Copy: Greene}
August 17, 1932. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
[Note at top of first page:] {“What’s the M.D. cover $50.00?}
Dear Myron:
Wrote you in a hurry yesterday. Hope you could read it. Glad you were able to get away for I
know how much it means to you. But how did you manage to get so much time. Not enough I
suppose to get up this way. Did you get in touch with any of the N. E. Conference people when
you were in Boston. You don’t have to comment on all I write. Writing letters is not a congenial
task with me, but I know you want details and I try to supply them, also a little of the personal.
Only answer the essential things I ask, such as the financial side so I can talk definitely to Davis.
As it is I’ve gone ahead. Do you want him to have any small advance for supplies. Also when
the check will come. Human nature for a young fellow to be encouraged in his work when he
knows the money is here for him awaiting its completion. I think we are fortunate in getting his
type. I’ve emphasized the fact it may mean future work for him and if he does well we must see
that that is so. We are moving along. Getting results much easier I think than we realize. It’s all
quite a job. All can’t be smooth.
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The Sourdnahunk dam is a complication but it no doubt will be worked out. Rainbow I’ve sent
you. It will mean some investigating and some work on a short stretch but it must go thru that
way. I’ll know next year before you come. Nahmakanta also has to be figured. I’m inclined to
think the Prentiss Valley way is best. There are good trails I know as far as Musquash. The link
between Jo Merry and Nahmakanty Stream also, we will see. I feel from what Whitten said the
route I sent you over Boardman will work out. I don’t believe I can see this until next spring.
Maybe I can get Whitten to go with me. I wish I had more time and things were more
prosperous. But I’ve two camps here and many calls on my time, especially at this stage of the
summer. The Arnolds and the McGruders especially. There is much repair work to do. I try to
crowd it all in. I do the work of two pair of hands. Of course there is no lady in the combination
which is not as much a calamity perhaps. I hope you’ve sent the paint and markers so he can go
ahead. Remember I too expressed a doubt as to the route Chadwick to Berry. It was 10 years
since I’d been there. The first time I went there (3 altogether) it was all right. After that no. As
we study the ground it’s our trouble. The country is hard to get across from West Branch Ponds
but Whitten’s idea as he put it and explained it is allright. I’ll have a talk with Berry when I go
to Joe Merry. The Little W. route as it now stands does not entail any great labor even if I have
to clear it myself next year. It’s the way over. A handsome scenic stretch now. God knows who
built the tin can trail. The name is a desecration and justly so. Tin cans nailed to trees. Got
Hinckley’s map also P. R. one. Did you get the P. R. ones from Randall? Columbus Mt. seems
to be on the maps. Mon. Cliff but not so in any one’s mind I’ve met up here. Philbrick especially
strong on this point. Will probably go north about the 30th. All my best. Answer the needed
points. Yours, Walter.
August 17, 1932. Myron Avery to Roger Williams, Sales Manager, Wadsworth Howland
Dear Sir:
For sometime we have been purchasing from George Muth in this city, your Bay State heavy
thick Titanium oxide, No. 1279 or 1754. We use it for paint blazes in Appalachian Trail work.
We wish to arrange to have five gallons of this paint forwarded to fire warden H. Davis, Monson,
Maine in the most economical way as soon as possible. We pay the Muth Company $3.84 per
gallon and we wish to purchase this paint at as favorable a price. We would wish the package
sent express, prepaid and two and one-half gallons of linseed oil included.
If you have a local dealer in Maine, who can supply the paint from his stock, it would save
express charges if the order could be forwarded to him. We would want to have it executed
promptly however. The bill should be made out to the Appalachian Trail Conference and
forwarded to me for approval and transmittal to the Treasurer for payment. It is understood, of
course, that the cost of the paint would not be greater than specified in this letter.
Please let me hear from you before August 20th, as I shall be away from Washington for a
considerable period thereafter.
CC: Mr. Torrey
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August 18, 1932. L. S. Cook, Great Northern Paper Co., Spruce Wood Dept., Bangor,
Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
With reference to your letter of August 16 regarding blowing of Sourdnahunk Dam.
Wish to advise that a channel was blown through the old Sourdnahunk Dam at this point in order
to allow the free passage of pulpwood through the same. The old dam had reached a point where
it would be necessary to rebuild if the dam was to be maintained and as a dam at this point is of
very little use at this time it was decided to blow the above mentioned channel.
It is doubtful if this dam will be rebuilt for sometime, if at all.
{Copy Greene}
August 18, 1932. Myron Avery to Arthur M. Fogg, Portland, Maine
Dear Mr. Fogg:
Mr. Arthur Comey was kind enough to show me your letter of August 1st. I read it with much
interest. My home is Lubec, Maine and I finished Bowdoin in 1920. I have traveled a great deal
in the Maine woods; you may have seen some account of my trips in the 1928-1929 “In The
Maine Woods”. I suppose this began with my work with the Forestry Department during the
summers of 1916-1920. The project of pushing the development of the Appalachian Trail across
Maine is one that appeals to me greatly. We have been able to do some marking and preparing
of trail data from this locality to Katahdin. This leaves for future construction the route between
Dead-river and Grafton Notch. But with the incentive of the completed trail, I am hoping that
local interest and organizations in adjoining States will soon close the gap.
At the present time some 1700 miles of the Trail has been finished and there are only six
remaining gaps. The Maine situation has been a very real problem.
I have sent you several days ago, under separate cover, some Appalachian Trail literature. I
would like to have this Maine Club fully aware of the nature of the Appalachian Trail project,
with the hope that their activities will find an outlet in this direction.
The Conference has a great number of lantern slides of scenes along the Trail and motion picture
reels. Perhaps at some time it would be possible for some of us to talk to the group about the
project.
The experience in your own group might parallel that of our own Potomac Appalachian Trail
Club of Washington. We have found that club members actually prefer the trail construction and
marking trips to mere woods travel. There is after all a sort of monotony to these and the trail
construction is an actual accomplishment which produces a feeling of satisfaction. We have
opened up and are maintaining a continuous link of 260 miles of trail. I think that you will find
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that Trail construction and marking will appeal to your members even more strongly than hiking
and camping. Most of our members are drawn from Government employees and have low
salaries and small amounts to spend on this form of recreation. This seems to parallel the
condition you speak of. We have to drive between 60 and 120 miles to reach our trail. I judge
that a group in Portland to peaks we hope to cover with the Appalachian Trail route is much
nearer.
I am extremely interested in the list of mountains which you say you have prepared. I have
written to the Maine Highway Department for a copy of the publication but I would appreciate
your keeping me advised when you expect it will be printed.
I am interested to know what will prove to be the second highest mountain in the State. At
present is seems that Sugarloaf holds the position.
I am very much interested in the activity of your local group and I shall be very glad to know of
its progress.
August 18, 1932. Myron Avery to Arthur Comey
Dear Arthur:
The material which I sent you on Maine for the New England Trail Conference Guidebook is
now decidedly out of date. I was revising the general account of the route and I thought it would
be an opportune time to bring the Guidebook chapter up to date. It is somewhat anticipatory in
that it covers the results of the present trail cutting and marking but the record is what I expect
will be accomplished. I am having the new revision checked locally.
We may have to make some further changes by reason of the Nesourdnahunk Dam situation.
The editor of “In the Maine Woods” has proposed to take up with the general passenger agent
several matters including a new map based on the A.M.C. map.
Chapter 6
MAINE
The only Appalachian Trail which has, as yet, been marked in Maine is the 12 miles from the
Maine-New Hampshire Boundary east to Grafton Notch (Me. Highway No. 26) and
approximately 27 miles between Blanchard and the West Branch of the Pleasant River. This
situation results from the lack of interested outdoor organizations or groups in Maine and from
the disinclination of the organizations in neighboring states to extend their trail activities into
Maine.
A very considerable investigation has, however, been made of the route which the trail should
follow, when extended across Maine, and the proposed route is set forth in this chapter. Its
length has been estimated as 254 miles. Because it is unmarked and by reason of the number of
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old lumber roads to be encountered, until the Trail is marked, the Maine link should be attempted
only by those thoroughly familiar with and prepared for the vagarities [sic] of travel in the Maine
woods. The selected route is of a very high scenic order and when developed, should become
one of the most popular links in the Appalachian Trail system. The peaks traversed comprise the
finest groups in the state. Lakes and streams afford a delightful variety. Sporting camps in the
eastern half of the route furnish accommodations for those who do not wish to camp.
For convenience, the Maine link has been divided into four sections. These are:
Katahdin to Maine Highway No. 105 (Bodfish Siding)………….94 miles.
Me. Highway No. 105 (Bodfish Siding) to Dead River Village….63 miles.
Dead River Village to Grafton Notch…………………………….85 miles.
Grafton Notch to Maine-New Hampshire Line…………………..12 miles.
The description of the Trail route for sections 1 and 2 has been prepared by M. H. Avery; section
3 has been prepared by A. C. Comey. As the Appalachian Trail is completed and measured in
Maine, the trail data will be issued in the form of Supplements to this Guidebook
August 18, 1932. Myron Avery to Maine Highway Department
Gentlemen:
I understand that Mr. A. M. Fogg submitted for publication in your magazine an article on the
mountains of Maine. I would very much appreciate receiving a copy of this issue. Will you
kindly bear my name in mind in this connection.
August 18, 1932. Myron Avery to A. G. Hempstead, Brownville Junction, Maine
Dear Mr. Hempstead:
I was very pleased to hear from you a short time ago. I had thought that I had written you at the
time I received from the Library a printed copy of your thesis. I understood, of course, that it
had been sent to me at your direction and I greatly appreciated your thoughtfulness. I have read
it repeatedly and a number of my friends have procured copies. It is a monumental piece of
work in which you should take satisfaction.
I am very much interested at the present time in a scheme to open the route of the Appalachian
Trail across Maine. Approximately 1700 miles of the trail has been completed but by reason of a
lack of interested organizations in the State, there has been little work done. We have procured a
small amount of money and are at the present time having a trail opened and marked from
Blanchard to the Pleasant River Gulf over the Chairback Range. The enclosed summary is
somewhat anticipatory but I hope it will be a fact within the next month.
Next summer, I hope to travel this section and continue toward Katahdin marking the trail and
preparing trail data. In the meantime, I have been trying to ascertain what material there was
available on the region. I have found nothing outside of the Hubbard Guide, which contains a
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very good account of the Pleasant River West Branch territory. I wrote Mrs. Eckstorm. I am
sending you a copy of her reply as it contains two interesting comments.
I shall be very glad to have the benefit of any suggestions you can make in the matter. If you
know of any literature relating to this region, I should be much indebted to you for calling it to
my attention.
{Copy Greene}
August 19, 1932. Philip P. Clement, Prentiss & Carlisle, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
We acknowledge receiving your letter of August 15th and have held up replying to it as we were
expecting our Piscataquis County plans any day. They are now ready for distribution and we are
very gladly sending you a copy under separate cover. We would be very glad to fulfill your
requirements up to any amount at $8.00 a dozen.
We feel as though we now have a very satisfactory map of this county and see no reason why it
might not have fairly general use throughout your organization.
August 19, 1932. Harland P. Sisk, Secretary, New England Trail Conference, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Referring to your letter of August 13th, I am enclosing check for $50, for work on the AT in
Maine. A receipt is not necessary.
Thanks very much for the wheel measurements. Harold Miller and I measured the Mahoosuc
Range Trail from Gorham to Grafton Notch in 1927. We measured from the boat landing on the
Androscoggin River at Gorham, distances as measured will be found in the A.M.C. Guide Book
(1931) page 66.
Regarding AT markers on AMC trails, I have already instructed our Trailmaster, Bob Beach, to
replace any markers missing from our section of the AT. He should have done this, but I would
appreciate your taking care of any that are still missing.
Good luck to you on your Maine project. It looks as tho you have done a fine piece of work
there.
August 20, 1932. E. M. Hamlin, ATCO Land & Lumber Company, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Acknowledging receipt of your letter of August 15 with enclosures.
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Ralph E. York’s camp at the head of Long Pond, Chairback, Third, Fourth, Barren, and
Borestone Mountains, and Arnold’s Camps on Big Houston Pond are all located on Township 7,
Range 9, N.W.P., which we own and of which we sent you map with our letter August 4. If we
can be of further service please let us know.
Oscar and Paul and other members of the family will be glad to be remembered by you and we
hope that whenever you are in this vicinity you will not pass by without looking us up. We
would be glad to see you any time.
August 20, 1932. Myron Avery to L.S. Cook, Great Northern Paper
Dear Mr. Cook:
Thank you for the information contained in your letter of August 18th. Do you happen to know
if there is a trail along the North Bank of the West Branch from the old Sourdnahunk Dam to
Ripogenus? Is there any facility for crossing the river between the Ripogenus Dam and
Pittman’s camps.
August 22, 1932. Dillingham’s Booksellers, Bangor, Maine to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Thank you for your letter of the 19th. All the Hubbard maps we have in stock at the present time
are folded. We can mount these on cloth and thus remove all the folds at an extra cost of 1.00
each.
August 22, 1932. L. S. Cook, Great Northern Paper, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Referring to your letter of August 20 regarding trail on the North Bank of the West branch below
Ripogenus.
We have no record of there being any such trail although it is possible that there may be short
stretches of old driving trail through this region.
So far as we know there is no facility for crossing the river between Ripogenus and Pitman’s.
August 22, 1932. Myron Avery to Walter Greene
Dear Walter:
Here is the check for $50. The balance of $25 can wait the possibility of getting the extra $50
from the Maine Development Commission. You have their letter.
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Now with the markers and paint looked after and this money to you the Maine situation is well
taken care of for the present.
I am having sent to you a Carlisle and Prentiss map of Piscataquis County. It contains many
trails. Note your route to Mud Pond. It also shows a possibility of going to B Pond from West
Branch Ponds and across to Yoke. Here is our real problem and I hope you can get information
before you return. Prentiss and Carlisle are cruisers and that is why they know the old roads and
trails.
Before you go to Munsungan:
Check the carbon of the itinerary and return it, if corrections. It is for publication. (Note query
whether route still goes by York’s.)
2. Draw lightly upon the American Thread Co. map the trail route and return it to me.
What is the distinction between the Chesuncook road from Katahdin Iron Works and the
“Shanty” road.
I leave here tomorrow night for Boston. Back for a day then away until Sept. 4th on a trip in the
southern Appalachians.
The result of this Maine work will be 27 (?) miles of marked trail from Moxie Bald fire trail to
Pleasant River West branch with as much clearing as money warrants.
August 23, 1932. Myron Avery (PATC letterhead) to Prentiss & Carlisle
Gentlemen:
I have just received your map of Piscataquis County. It is a very excellent piece of work and
helps us greatly. I can understand why the mountains are left off but for our purposes they are
essential. I am enclosing one dollar, for which I wish you would send one of the maps to Walter
D. Greene, Sebec Lake, Maine.
August 25, 1932. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron
Well here I go. Another book and as the Town Toper said when he started on a drunk Judas!
How I hate it. Been putting it off for I know you were going away, and then I’ve had a lot of
calls on my time. The place is crowded this time of year and the kickers here have made the
peace and solitude of this place a joke. Thanks be! I can get away from it when I wish. First the
check came O.K. Will get it cashed and I think will advance Lyman 15.00 and that’s all. He has
three weeks work and I think it only fair to give him a chance on his grub. Incidentally a sight of
sure cash is a good “bait” and will encourage him. Make it clear. You say the Conference
authorized you to draw on them for 50.00. Have they reduced it to that now. I understood they
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had allowed 75.00 instead of the hundred and the arrangement with Davis was to be 75.00 for the
job when completed. That’s what he understands and we must be ready to let him have it I
suppose when completed. Is the M. D. Comm. to supply 50.00. Is that settled. Where does it
come thru. Let me know as I need this. Does the paint etc. come out of the Con. allowance?
Well!
I did not get to Jo Mary and it could not be helped. Not good news, and I was upset about it. Gil
went down home last Thursday was to be back Sat. and did not appear until the following Tues.
His father drafted him to drive to the coast to see Malcolm, his other son and his wife who are
spending their vacation there. I had my pack made up and was ready to start. I had to get back
Friday and give up the idea of Nahmakanty. Gil’s Ford has made things possible this summer
and it’s all voluntary on his part and he’s a fine lad and pal but of course I do not force him. I
could not have gotten around for the hire of a car would be considerable. It was too late to start
Tues. In a way I do not regret it. Jo M. Nam. and Rainbow should be one trip. They are more
or less contiguous and I could go from one to the other. I never like a time limit on a trip in the
woods for eventualities arise as you know, weather etc. I’d much rather take this trip in the
spring, and go at it thoroly. Nam. must be looked into on both sides. I know what telephone
lines are and somehow I feel the Prentiss Valley route is the one, but I must see. It will give me
some work next spring and I’ll have it all settled before you come. Rainbow too must be
investigated. I sent you Farrington’s letter. I’ve written and thanked him for it and asked him if
he had a chance this fall to look at that north side. We will have to hook up at the east end. The
other way too long and roundabout. I’ll write Potter again and see if he will look into his link
this fall. He hunts a great deal.
The blown dam is a poser, but I’m sure this will solve itself, as there is now no crossing place for
miles. It will be an absolute necessity to have one, and no doubt they’ll put in a rope ferry or a
cable sus. bridge. The latter is not difficult and will not wash out. If you go to Pitman’s you will
have to be ferried over there, and around Pockwacomus and Compass lakes it’s more or less
swampy. The 9 miles from Rainbow is one of the worst stretches I’ve ever traveled. A million
dead falls. No real trail only some bushes cut out. From Chadwick stream must be followed
some way. It’s the best and most direct route and scenically also the finest. One alternative is to
go to the W.B. then the dam and up to Daicey’s and climb from there. He has a trail has he not?
Last Sunday Mrs. M. drove me to Spectacle Pond. I started to work then to Blanchard. Hescock
said there was an old road thru there 10 or 15 yrs. ago. You know what that time does. I picked
it up thru sheer hound sense I have and followed it almost to N. Blan. We could hear the cars on
the road over there. It ended in a mess of a swamp. The whole route was a terrible mess, and
would take all kinds of labor to clear. The footing was solid and good enough but that’s it. It’s
not practical. We will have to take the gravel rd. at B. and come thru by way of Lake Hebron
and pick up the Old Stage rd. (which is good) just below Bell pond. We could go up the
Greenville rd. and pick up the route at Spec. ponds. I’m going to drive to B. with Mrs. McD this
afternoon and go over this route, and incidentally stop at the Davis’. So I’ll have this straight
then.
Gil and I went into Prescott Thurs. and got a doz. nice trout. The more I see of this trail the more
I like it. Very little cutting. Fine hardwood open growth. It parallels two or three pretty brooks
with some pretty ponds, is a step from the gorge and the 3 ponds are attractive and fish. The
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ridge between Moose and Prescott is only a few minutes across, high and open. We do not
follow the L.W. much but that’s attractive. I know you are going to like this link. Then they
have a fine State camp ground at the L. W. bridge and it’s in a lovely spot. If I hadn’t sold
myself on Munsungan I would like to finish this work this season. I’ve felt the urge but I’ve
accomplished what I can under the conditions and can complete it next spring. It’s been quite a
crowded summer. There’s always a good deal of repair work around the property I own here,
which is really more than I ought to have. I’ll probably get away to Munsungan the 3rd, later
than I should.
I feel sure the route is all practical, the problem is the W. B. Pond to Berry’s. Whitten’s route I
think from what he says will work out and sounds like an attractive one. Wish I could
investigate it this year. Maybe we can get Stobie to detail him thru with me in the spring. As I
said you can get little from McDougalls. No men there. Am enclosing a letter from Whitten’s
brother who is guiding at Sherman’s. I asked him to look about up there. As I thot Randall map
is 20 years old. Many of those old trails are obliterated. I told him to find out if that 3 mile rd. to
Long Ridge runs into the Shanty Rd. which was cleared on Long Ridge last year. I heard this at
3rd Roach when I was up there. Got Hinckley maps and the P. R. map. Did you get your copies
from Randall. This is really an excellent map—I’ve proved it. Lou was down this a.m. It was
Louis Francis {Indian} who had the camp at Indian Pond not Joe. Louis’ brother shot a man
hunting and was helped over the border. Houston Valley (the farm, and the railroad and big
lumbering operations in there years ago) is good material for the guide book. I’m getting some
dope from Lou on the old stage rd. and its surroundings 100 years ago. It’s back to forest now.
The old school house chimney stands in the woods and the bridge abutments remain. Edgerly’s
friend struck the two little ponds N. of Rainbow. The Trail passes them. Significant that he
went from Clifford’s to the dam allright. He did not cover much of the route. Wonder how he
got across to Clifford’s?
I feel sure there is no trail along the north bank of the W.B. from Rip Dam. I never heard of one.
Hartman spoke of coming in that way but the Nesed rd. was always on the S. side and was
generally used. That would seem to indicate there was no rd. on the N. bank. What does
Hempstead’s thesis cover? Screw Auger Falls are a mile or so above the Hermitage. The cut off
from York’s road to the bridge I spoke of is below them on the river. Don’t forget Philbrick
reports the caretaker has built a good bridge across the river there at the Her. That’s the way.
The Herm. is well worth seeing. Phil. also reports the road is getting somewhat bushed up above
the Her. We can’t cut too much for that is a wide rd. The whole length used to be a buckboard
route. Also remember P. reports the old log bridge out below McLeod’s where you will see the
rd. crosses on the map. That is not difficult. The river is shallow as a rule. We will have to drop
a tree across perhaps. Have heard of Hamlin as a fine chap. Seems there is no objection to Xing
their holdings. A trail ought to be of use in case of fire. Only lumber Co’s. are afraid of campers
on that acct.
Eckstorm was mighty interesting. I often wondered at Jo Merry. When I was getting thru first
from W. B. Ponds to Yoke they told me the trail that runs from there to B. Pond was practically
obliterated. The old Shanty Rd. is grown up thoroly. Don’t see there is any relationship between
that and Chesuncook rd. which I never heard of from the Iron Works. The Chairback route of
course doesn’t miss York’s. It’s the only logical route. The trail over Columbus hits into
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Arnold’s line to E. C. Pond, a good line from there to York’s trail follows an old rd. down (rather
rough) and cuts into his trail (above his camps). From W.C. Pond a fine trail (old rd) and it’s
good going then into his camps. I think when they hit into Arnold’s line there will be little
clearing to do. I think we can cover Moore’s rd. discreetly as you say.
I drove to Monson yesterday. Saw Harry Davis. Phil. and Lyman have been away for a week
working on the trail. They got the paint and markers Harry said O.K. I left 15.00 advance for
their supplies. Seems fair out of 75. They have that much work to use the money for that
purpose. Had Harry D. sign voucher for his son (enclosed). If not correct will have Lyman sign
another. Have the Little W. route all clear now and this was more work and thot than appears.
H. D. tells me a mile north of Blanchard (on the Greenville rd.) there’s a rough but good wagon
road open to the west end of Hebron pd. There is a nice growth of hardwood here thru which a
line can be spotted (may be one there) to the rd. you see (Cimpher’s) coming around the north
side of Hebron from Monson, a wagon rd. Open. This is better than coming around the south side
on the gravel rd. as it is in the woods Davis says from Monson (an attractive village) you take the
rd. straight north the right of way. Traveled rd. but a back one this hooks up with the old stage
rd. (a good one) south of Bell Pd. and continues easterly and on to the L.W. This will cut out the
2 mile east stretch I had worked out from Spec. ponds. Good rd. and needed a scythe. This will
save that cutting and this route will need practically no cutting. This link is now complete and I
know will please you. Curious it passes Philbrick’s ancestor’s home two miles from Monson on
the rd. to Bell Pd. built in 1827. Met the Matthews there and had a lovely visit. Cultured,
delightful people. His cousin, her sister-in-law and mother. The house stands as built. Is a
wonderful thing to see. The old brick open fire place with the brick oven, and the beams handhewn put together with pegs. Lovely grounds and splendid vista.
A. T. map enclosed and marked as well as I can figure it. Will get away the 1st, Thurs. I think.
If anything more comes up will answer it. Will help D. on L. W. line when I come back. I know
now where it should go. Hope you have had a good time. I have covered everything I think.
Will send corrected itinerary before I go. Why not put the Logan Brook route to York’s in there
tentatively. I think it’s our only way. All my best, yours, Walter {Answer the necessary things.}
August 26, 1932. Vico Isola, Maine Development Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
In reply to your letter of August 12th regarding the remaining $50 for the Appalachian Trail, we
have taken this matter up with the Forestry Department and are very glad to enclose a check for
that amount. We feel sure that this will be very beneficial to Maine and will take great pleasure
in watching it develop.
{Copy Greene, Comey, Torrey}
August 27, 1932. Receipt
Rcd. of W. D. Greene for Lyman Davis, my son, for work on the Appalachian Mt. Club trail.
$15.00 advance.
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August 27, 1932. Advance Bag & Paper Co., Howland, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Replying to your inquiry regarding maps covering the Piscataquis Mountains. As we do not
have maps, we would suggest that you take the matter up with Prentiss & Carlisle, Bangor,
Maine as they may have such in their possession.
August 29, 1932. Myron Avery to Walter Greene
Dear Walter:
I hope that the money, markers and paint have all been received and that good progress is being
made with the work. I am leaving until after Labor Day.
As I wrote you, in the New England Guidebook we are planning a cut for a map for the proposed
road through Maine. I have drawn this roughly on the Hubbard map and I think that you ought
to check it over, insert any corrections or prominent features which you think should go in. We
want this map to be as good as possible and that is why I should like to have you check it. Please
return it before you leave for Munsungan.
This Sourdnahunk Dam situation may force us to review our plans to the extent of coming off
Katahdin by the Abol Slide Trail to Putnam’s Camps and thus to Rainbow. This in one way
would be advantageous for it would eliminate that break in the trail at Rainbow Lake but I am
reluctant to abandon the Hunt Trail and Sourdnahunk Stream.
I think this clears up all the matters.
Please let me know what you think will be the best solution of this Sourdnahunk situation.
CC: Mr. Comey
CC: Mr. Torrey
Dictated by Mr. Avery on August 25 but not written until after he left on his trip so the letter has
not been checked by him.
August 29, 1932. Myron Avery to V. C. Isola, Maine Development Commission
Dear Mr. Isola:
Further to my letter of the 12th, we have actually started work with the fifty dollars appropriated
by the New England Trail Conference. If progress can be made along the lines of the suggestion
of your letter of August 4th, it would seem to me most desirable to have the money expended in
conjunction with the present work. Since I will not have an opportunity to be in Maine, I trust
that we can work out arrangements to this effect along the lines of your suggestion.
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August 31, 1932. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
{Ought to be back around the 25th.}
Dear Myron:
Haven’t time to write much, as I’m getting away tomorrow for the north. First the route thru
from Blanchard to Monson is set. Tues. I went thru. 3/4 mile north of B. in the road, a
discontinued road runs east straight to Hebron (a beautiful lake by the way). It turns there north
and around the north side of the lake (this stretch an old woods rd.). About 2 miles from Monson
it picks up the rough auto gravel rd. passing two abandoned farms on the way. Near Monson it
passes a wonderful sight. The old abandoned quarry (slate) with its tremendous pit. Well worth
seeing. Also where it comes into this auto road it touches Lake Hebron, pretty view, and a nice
little set of sporting camps recently built there by a man named Wilkins. Baths and running
water. Good stopping place. Fishing. I met Wilkins there. He took me to Monson in his awful
Ford. All these roads are open. No cutting at all to be done. They run thro thru fine hardwoods
all the way. Nice scenery. No wet spots. It’s great. I’m tickled pink with it. So the route to
Bodfish is settled. I’ve done a lot of work on this. It’s near home. Davis knows it too. I’m
going thru with him when I come back. I know this stretch will please you. About 5 1/2 miles
from the beginning of the discontinued rd. to Monson.
Here we pick up the old stage rd. Monson is a pretty village with a great view over toward
Barren and Boarstone. The view about Bl. is pretty. Russell Mt. close by. Just a few houses
with a gen. store. Philbrick goes home to Chicago Sat. They were down. They report a tough
job over Barren. They have cut and spotted as far as 4th. I knew it would be. Davis says they
could only do about a mile or a mile 1/2 a day. One would have to scout ahead. Phil. says that
they have done a good job and you have a trail there. They had to carry heavy packs and
marking and moving camp took much labor and time. I think they feel that the 75.00 is small
pay for the job. Frankly I think so myself for the distance, and the painting will have to be done.
Still I am sure he will go thru with it. He has to work in Sept. in the Matthews fine orchard
(Philbrick’s relatives). He does a good deal of work for them, and he says he will work on the
trail in spells and in Nov. and finish it up. They were using some of Phil’s. equipment. So I
fitted him out with a sleeping bag, two lean-to tarps, etc. So he will not be handicapped.
Honestly I’ve been in there and I know the game. We are getting a job for little and I think are
lucky. For he is a type I believe will go thru. But we will have to let him do it his way under
those conditions. What he does I believe also will be done well. Something to congratulate
ourselves upon, when you know the average native. Of course when he gets over these peaks
and hits Arnold’s trail to E.C. Pond it will be the hardest part over, and comparatively easy altho
there’s a lot of it. Remember we can’t expect these chaps to see the enthusiastic personal point
of it as we do. He started to cut after Slugundy. He said they were carrying 50 lb. packs. Of
course it takes years for these young fellows to learn. Just what you will do about the money
angle I don’t know. I’ve advanced 15.00 and he understands the total is not to be paid until the
job is completed.
I’ll be coming home about Oct. 1st. Don’t know what I’ll hit at Libby’s. That bird seems to
want you to spend 7.00 a day for a guide, also 4 and 1.00 for canoe. He has not brought his rates
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down as they all have up here. However I’m going up and if it doesn’t work out I can turn into
the old country. Plenty of it. We will see. I’ll drop you a postal from Oxbow and let you know.
I’m sending the Hubbard map. I’ve done the best I could with it. It’s so small and such poor
print that I had to use a mag. glass to see. I’ve made changes as you can see and they are correct.
I’d let the Logan Brook route to Berry’s stand. It’s tentative but I imagine we can make it. I’ll
know in the spring. Pitman map is all wrong. It’s about 10 miles from Rainbow. The tel. line
has no trail. There’s a million dead falls and one bad stretch of swamp. One of the toughest
stretches I ever traveled. Then you would have to be ferried there and the route to Togue Pd. is
bushy and swampy and not attractive at all. The rd. to Windy Pitch is gravel rd. There will be a
way to X to Sourdnahunk Stream. It will be necessary. Some one must put it in. If not you will
have to go to Rip dam and either over to Daicey’s on Sour. Lake or 10 miles on the buckboard
rd. down to York’s.
I sent you a summary some days ago thoroly corrected as I can see it. The route from B. to
Monson can be put in now (Cimpher’s map correct in this stretch to Bodfish). The route for W.
B. Pds. to Berry’s I supposed about 9 or 10 miles. By the way take the Bl. to Bodfish route out
of Stubbs plot. I couldn’t see a chance to put in any high points on the Hub. map as it is printed.
I would have smeared it all up. You may be able. You know them about all. Of course if you
went by Pitman’s you could pick up the old rd. on the north side of the W.B. which runs up to
York’s. I think also they have started a gravel auto rd. which leaves the Mill. Rd. at Pitman’s
garage and is to extend to Rip Dam. I believe they were working on that last year when I went
thru. I wouldn’t give you 5 cents for the P. & C. maps. I see rds. on it that are gone long ago and
recent ones not recorded. Allright only for a gen. slant. Hubbard’s is only a broad summary
also. Badly printed. We need local maps for this work. Well old boy here’s the last for a few
weeks. Done all I could under the conditions I’m under. It will all work out, but it will take
time. We are going over some country remember. Hope all is well with you and the family and
the new baby. See Farrell give him my best. Tell him I’ll write him. Good luck. Yours, Walter
August, 1932. Notes by Shailer S. Philbrick from papers in Monson Historical Society,
Monson, Maine (where the backpack is housed).
Back Pack. – canvas. Gift of Shiler Shaw Philbrick, grandson of Jonathan Bennet Mathews, born
Monson, Me., 1838, died Newton Center, Mass., 1912, and Sophia Lucinda Shailer Mathews.
Bergans Meis pack purchased New Haven Conn., June 1932, price $9.50.
Carried during cutting and marking of Appalachian Trail, August, 1932, from Slugundy Falls on
Long Pond Stream up and across Barren Mt. to sag between Barren and Fourth Mts. The pack
weighed 55 lbs.
Lyman Davis and Elwood Lord of Monson were with Shailer Philbrick.
September 1, 1932. Call Studios to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
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I am sorry to have been so long replying to your last letter, but was about to start a trip and
waited thinking I might have some new mountain pictures to include.
We are mailing ten prints today. They are titled on the back. You may keep any that you can
use and return the rest.
September 7, 1932. A. G. Hempstead, Brownville Junction, Maine to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter with enclosures reached me on my vacation at Onawa. I learned as I was leaving that
Mr. Walter D. Greene, to whom reference is made in your article had called on Colonel
Betterson while I was there.
The plan of the route seems very attractive. Perhaps you have learned by this time what I picked
up from one who went down the West Branch this year. The Great Northern Paper Company has
dynamited Sourdnahunk Dam on the West Branch. It is now impossible to cross the river at that
point without a canoe or boat. This is the only point that stands out as important.
I was interested in Mrs. Eckstorm’s reference to Joe Mary Mountain. I had it all wrong in my
book so far as spelling goes! I am very sorry. A few weeks ago, old Joe Mary’s name and some
account of him was brought to my attention in Sullivan’s History, 1795.
Thanking you for sending me the proposed route of the Appalachian Trail.
September 8, 1932. Myron Avery to Vico Isola, Maine Development Commission
Dear Mr. Isola:
I have been away from Washington and delayed in replying to your letter of August 26, 1932,
which encloses check for $50 from the Maine Forestry District for use in our Trail work. This
local assistance is extremely encouraging and comes at a most opportune time, as it will enable
us to complete our project in a very satisfactory method. We are making good progress with the
work and I will report to you later when it is completed and will remit a statement of the cost.
September 9, 1932. Myron Avery to Walter Greene
Dear Walter:
I have just returned from my Southern Appalachian trip—eight days of foot travel. Was on the
Appalachian Trail—measured trail and prepared trail data. Went from Virginia-Tennessee line
through Unaka and Pisgah Forests to one day’s march in Great Smokies. Wonderful cooperation
from Forest Service official and southern clubs. Long marches in hot spell but remarkable
results. Will tell you of it.
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I find your two letters (Aug. 25 and 31st) and corrected Hubbard map here. I shall proceed to
leisurely answer them. First, if you corrected the revised descriptions within the last three weeks
and mailed it to me, I never received it. This is serious—for I urgently wanted it to correct the
Guidebook. I will write you if it shows up. If not I hope—on your return from Munsungan—
you will feel disposed to do it again. I appreciate the irksomeness of doing the job again but it
seems necessary.
More good news. I hold a check for $50 from Maine Forest Service for this work. Keep it dark.
It means $100 in all for this work. Now here is the story. When the New England Trail
Conference would vote (4 to 3) only $50 rather than $100, I realized that $75 was the minimum
on which we could hope to accomplish anything. So I gambled on getting $25 somewhere. (The
paint and markers aren’t taken out of these funds; they are paid for by the Appalachian Trail
Conference. They cost $30. It means we have raised $130 in all for this work.)
Now I want to await developments with this extra $25. I want your report on the kind of trail
they have cut and marked. I know how hard the work is; the job is big—the compensation may
seem small but jobs are scarce now. We can decide after seeing what they have done whether to
put in the $25 for better clearing, part now and part next spring. Or if they have done a fair job
we can put in the $25 elsewhere—in whole or in part. But don’t do anything to let them out of
what they have agreed to do. I will hold the check and when you see the conditions on your
return, you can see what is best. That $25 might be most useful between Chadwick’s and
Berry’s. I have explained my views in detail. If Davis should hear of this, the explanation is that
we expect the job done as agreed and conditions will determine where and how we spend the
other $25.
Now one thing more I want to make clear as there seems a little confusion. This is the
Appalachian Trail Conference not Appalachian Mountain Club. The latter has the New
Hampshire huts, trails, Katahdin map and magazine, Appalachia. It is a member of the
Appalachian Trail Conference but no control or direction over this Trail. I have no official
standing (except as Committee member) with this Club. The New England Trail Conference is
an association of New England Clubs.
When I had the Hubbard map sent you I noticed the Munsungan data on it.
Hempstead’s thesis is on Lumbering on the West Branch. You will see from the enclosed that I
have asked that a copy be sent to you.
The solution of the Little Wilson problem seems great news to me. I like it exceedingly. The
fact that you enthuse over it is enough for me. In addition to its advantages it is very practical. I
consider it finished here.
Now as to Sourdnahunk Dam. Your account of the difficulties from Pitman’s to Rainbow decide
me to forget it. I had in mind coming down the Hunt Trail to Millinocket tote-road, then down
Abol Meadow (present end of auto road) then down Abol Stream to West Branch and to
Pitman’s. It would have eliminated the blank area around Rainbow. But if there is no chance of
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the telephone line being improved as a trail, we will have to forget it and await developments on
the Dam. If no bridge is put in we may be in further trouble.
I wish so much for your revised summary. I am sorry to say that I can’t recall Logan Brook and
in my summary my account of how to get from Berry’s to Chadwick’s is most general.
I need details and distance from Berry’s to Chadwick’s.
I enclose rewritten sheets for your comments and corrections.
I know that the Development Commission can get Stobie to instruct Whitten to go with you.
Make your informal arrangements with him and I’ll write the Development Commission when
you wish it.
There is no trail from Daicey’s Camps on Sourdnahunk Lake to Katahdin; the Hunt Trail is the
only one on that side. Yes, I have copies of the Randall map which I obtained from him.
Marking in Monson and Blanchard—like Moore’s road can be discreet but effective. Point this
out to Davis.
I guess this clears everything. I will mail you a $25 check in two weeks holding the remainder.
Only two things I need: that corrected summary and details on the Whitten route from Berry’s to
Chadwick (perhaps you can give me a sketch); also I am not clear on what you are trying to work
out on “Long Ridge”—Shanty Road—3rd Branch. Take a look at the Prentiss & Carlisle map
and see your old road running to Hebron Pond. Also note old road running up Bald Mountain
Brook. If trail to fire tower follows this perhaps one can cross the Piscataquis directly into the
road without going to Blanchard.
With the best of luck on your long solo trek.
September 10, 1932. PROPOSED ROUTE OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL ACROSS
MAINE (263 Miles, estimated), by M. H. Avery (Copied to Greene, Comey, Torrey, Mills,
Edgerly) {Pp 6 & 7 corrected Oct. Copy Comey, Greene}
[This is a further revision of the June 15, 1932 draft.]
KATAHDIN TO BLANCHARD
(120 Miles, estimated)
Of the described route here described, some 31 continuous miles have been marked, as standard
Appalachian Trail, by metal markers and white paint blazes. This marked section extends from
the “Hermitage” on the West Branch of Pleasant River to Blanchard. This trail marking was
done in the fall of 1932 and its cost was defrayed jointly by the Maine Forestry Department, the
Appalachian Trail Conference and the New England Trail Conference (a federation of outing
clubs of New England) and by private sources.
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This route is, in the main, that developed by Walter D. Greene, The Lambs Club, 128 West 44th
Street, New York City and Sebec Lake, Maine).
For maps consult U. S. Geological Survey Katahdin quadrangle; *A.M.C. “Katahdin Region”
June, 1932 and A.M.C. KATAHDIN GUIDEBOOK; *Great Northern Paper Company’s “West
Branch Plan” and “Map of Kennebec Watershed”; Maine Forest Service Wadleigh, Whitecap
and Boarstone Tower maps; Maine Forest Service Parlin Pond, Moosehead, *Pleasant River,
Katahdin and Chesuncook District Maps; blueprint map “Katahdin and West Branch Trails” by
George C. Purington, copyright, 1924; Contour map of Boarstone Region prepared by S. S.
Philbrick, Waterville Iron Works, Waterville, Maine; *U. S. Engineer Corps Advance Sheets
Nos. 889, 869 and 895; *Map of Elliotsville and Vicinity, October 4, 1919, by T. Cimpher;
*blueprint of Pleasant River and Adjacent Regions by L. S. Randall, Milo, Me., 1913 (50 cents);
Hubbard’s “Map of Northern Maine Wilderness” (Dillingham’s, Bangor, Maine, $1.25);
blueprint map “West Branch of Penobscot River, Ripogenus to Millinocket”, June, 1925, by J. H.
Watson for F. S. Shepherd; “Township 7 Range 9” map of American Thread Company, Dec.,
1921; map of Piscataquis County ($1.00) by Prentiss and Carlisle, Bangor, Me.
See also printed prospectus of development of Moosehead region by F. C. Hinckley, 39
Hammond Street, Bangor, Maine and *two accompanying large blueprint maps, prepared by
Prentiss and Carlisle, Bangor, Me.
See also aerial photos taken by Captain Stevens of U. S. Air Corps of Onawa Lake region in
September, 1931 and in the files of the U. S. Geological Survey, Washington, D.C. See also the
camp folders for camps referred to in these data.
L. L. Hubbard’s Guide to NORTHERN MAINE WILDERNESS (4th Ed. with Appendix) gives
a very complete account of the Piscataquis region.
From the summit of Mt. Kathadin go west on Hunt Trail to York’s Twin Pond Camps (7 m.).
Cross Nesowadnehunk Stream on G. N. P. new “toll-bridge” (8 m.) and follow tote road down
west bank of Nesowadnehunk Stream to Penobscot West Branch River (12 m.). Turn right and
follow old tote-road 1/2 m. to Nesowadnehunk Dam. (Unlocked G. N. P. shack, stove, bunks on
north side of river; a cut-off from Nesowadnehunk tote-road to dam saves considerable distance.)
Cross Penobscot West Branch at dam. {Footnote: “Dam ‘blown’ in 1932; if a permanent means
of crossing the river is not afforded, a relocation of the trail may necessary here.} Follow old
road west up river for 3 1/2 miles. Turn south (16 m.) into trail to Rainbow Lake. Trail comes out
on north side of Rainbow Lake (18 1/2 m.); Clifford’s Rainbow Lake Camps (Kokadjo, Maine)
are on south side of Lake. Follow shore east around north side of Rainbow Lake to telephone line
from Pitman’s Katahdin View Camps on Penobscot West branch and then go west along south
side of lake to Clifford’s Camps (23 m.). (Rainbow Mountain to the south of Rainbow Lake.)
Follow road west to outlet dam on Rainbow Lake (27 m.)
From Rainbow Lake outlet follow trail approximately five miles down Rainbow Stream to
McDougall’s Camps (32 m.) at head of Nahmakanta Lake. (Mrs. Robert McDougall, Norcross,
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Maine; camps reached from Pemadumcook Lake via third and fourth Debsconeag Lakes; see
*map in camp folder; Nesuntabunt Mountain west of Lake down Nahmakanta Stream.)
From McDougall’s Camp (32 m.) follow telephone wire {Footnote: “Final route may follow
Prentiss Valley road on west side of lake rather than telephone wire on east side.} and rough trail
along north side Nahmakanta Lake to outlet dam (37 m.) Cross Nahmakanta outlet dam and
follow tote-road down stream 5 m. to head of Pemadumcook Lake (42 m.). Follow old tote-road
to head of Lower Joe Mary Lake; then trail along south shore of lake to Leon Potter’s Camps (47
m.) on Lower Joe Mary Lake.
From Potter’s Camps (47 m.) on lower Joe Mary follow excellent trail, which leads across outlet
of Mud Pond, south to Cooper Brook and then west along Cooper Brook. A mile east of Church
Pond, side trail (maintained by Potter) leads to summit of Joe Mary Mountain (magnificent
view). Pass Church Pond (52 m.). Continue on Cooper Brook road to Crawford Pond (58 m.)
Cross dam at outlet of Crawford Pond (old lumber camps nearby) and continue south and west 1
mile farther to G.N.P. Kokadjo automobile road. Turn west on Kokadjo automobile road and in 3
miles reach (at 62 m.) Yoke Pond (camps of Charles Berry, Kokadjo, Maine) on west shore of
ponds.
(From Yoke Ponds the next objective is Pleasant River West Branch. The connection here
described, may require further clearing as well as marking.)
From Berry’s Camp (62 m.) on Yoke Pond follow series of old roads and trails across East
Branch of Pleasant River to Chadwick’s Camps (73 m.) on east side of West Branch Ponds (Fred
M. Chadwick, Kokadjo, Maine). {Footnote: “For a route from Yoke Pond south to East Branch
Pleasant River then west up East Branch Pleasant River see Purington map and Randall map of
Pleasant River region.”}
From West Branch Ponds (73 m.) the Trail follows old tote-road down the West Branch of
Pleasant River through its spectacular “Gulf” (for an account of this region, see Hubbard’s
“Guide to Moosehead Lake and Northern Maine”, 4th ed.) with a side trail to Whitecap. (This
side trail on the north slope of Whitecap is the 3 mile Maine Forest Service trail to the Whitecap
lookout tower from the Pleasant River West Branch. There is also a Forest Service trail from the
West Branch to Whitecap up its southern slope along White Brook. Were the trail route located
to the summit on these trails across Whitecap it would entirely miss the “Gulf”. To include both
outstanding features and to afford access to Baker Mountain, the side trail to Whitecap from the
north seems preferable.)
From West Branch Ponds (Chadwick’s) a side road leads down the Pleasant River West Branch.
Cross the dam at the outlet of Big Lyford Pond (camps of W. M. Sherman & Sons). Go along
tote-road through spectacular Pleasant River Gulf. (Back of Little Lyford Pond are Baker and
Indian mountains reached by side trails; fine views.) The “Gulf” commences 2 miles below Little
Lyford Brook outlet (McLeod and Call’s Camps on Little Lyford Pond). At the beginning of the
“Gulf” is the “Indian Head”. On Hay Brook a short distance above the “Hermitage”, are Screw
Augur Falls. [Screw Augur Falls are on Gulf Hagas Brook, not Hay Brook.] Cars may be driven
from Katahdin Iron Works five miles up the West Branch, as far as White Brook. The 12 miles
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from Brownville Junction to Katahdin Iron Works are over a bad road; the last 6 1/4 miles from
Arbo Farm to Katahdin Iron Works are passable only in dry weather; Katahdin Iron Works is
more accessible via the converted railroad service from Brownville Junction. Transportation to
White Brook may be procured at Katahdin Iron Works. York’s Camps are 4 miles from White
brook, the end of the road which is passable by automobile.
At the “Hermitage” where (November, 1932) the marked Appalachian Trail commences (84 m.)
on the West Branch, cross stream on bridge and follow road 2 miles to York’s Camps (86 m.) at
head of Long Pond (Ralph E. York, Katahdin Iron Works; camps of Will Dorr at foot of Long
Pond).
The next section of the route passes over a series of outstanding peaks: Chairback, Columbus,
Third, Fourth, Barren and Boarstone Mountains. All afford spectacular views and comprise one
of Maine’s finest groups.
From York’s Camps on Long Pond, follow trail to East Chairback Pond and onto Chairback
Mountain. (Side trail leads northeast to viewpoint on Chairback Cliffs. Here the Appalachian
Trail turns southwest onto Columbus Mountain, passing north side of West Chairback Pond. In
between Chairback and Columbus Mountains, side trail leads to W. L. Arnold’s camps on east
side of Big Huston Pond; then 3 m. by tote-road over Ore Mountain—fine view—to Katahdin
Iron Works. There is also a trail from Big Huston Pond to the south side of West Chairback
Pond.) The Trail then leads across Columbus, Third, Fourth Mountains and over the highest
peak of Barren Mountain, with its Cloud Pond, where a lean-to should be constructed. (Side
trails to outstanding viewpoints along the range.) From Barren the trail slabs down west side of
the mountain to “Slugundy” on Long Pond Stream. Follow tote-road down Long Pond Stream to
the State road at Bodfish Farm (accommodations obtainable here). Follow State road to Bodfish
school; here turn left (east) into trail up Boarstone. From summit follow Forest Service trail
down to Moore’s fox farm and ponds on slope of Boarstone. Near ponds on slope of Boarstone
come into Forest Service trail which leads short distance to Boarstone summit with splendid
panoramic view. From its junction with the trail to Boarstone summit the Appalachian trail turns
down to Moore’s fox farm on slope of Boarstone and follows dirt road to Bodfish Siding (99 m.)
on C. P. R. R. and Maine Highway No. 105.
From Bodfish Siding (99 m.) follow gravel road west to Big Wilson bridge and then follow dirt
road north. Cross Little Wilson Stream on suspension bridge to Forest Service Campground (100
1/2 m.) and follow trail along north bank of stream. (Side trail leads south to Gorge and Little
Wilson Falls, 57 feet; see Hubbard’s GUIDES TO NORTHERN MAINE WILDERNESS and IN
THE MAINE WOODS, 1931). Follow trail west halfway around Packard (Beaver) Pond, then
somewhat north to east side of Prescott Pond. Cross ridge between Prescott and Moose Ponds,
pass west end of Moose Pond and cross Little Wilson Stream (102 1/2 m.). Follow old trail west
along south side of Little Wilson Stream to where old Greenville stage road and power line right
of way cross stream (104 m.). Reach Monson (111 m.), attractive village with splendid views of
Barren and Boarstone Mountains. At Monson (111 m.) on highway to Greenville, turn west on
old gravel road to Lake Hebron. Pass deep pit of abandoned Monson slate quarry. On shore of
Hebron Pond (112 m.), at end road passable by automobile, pass Wilkins’ Sporting Camps.
Wood road continues west along north shore of Hebron Pond. Turn south (116 1/2 m.) on
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Blanchard-Greenville road. Reach Blanchard on B. &. A. R. R. at 117 m. Here (November,
1932) ends the marked and painted Appalachian Trail.
II. BLANCHARD to DEAD RIVER VILLAGE
(49 Miles, estimated)
This route is that developed by Maine Forest Supervisor Robert M. Stubbs, Augusta, Maine. In
this connection, see the Stratton, Dead River, The Forks, Pierce Pond and Bingham topographic
sheets of the U. S. Geological Survey; the G. N. P. “Map of Kennebec Watershed”; Maine Forest
Service Parlin Pond and Dead River district maps and Maine Forest Service Bigelow, Pleasant
Pond and Moxie Bald fire tower maps.
From Blanchard on B. & A. R. R. follow Forest Service telephone line and trail to Moxie Bald
Mountain with lookout tower (11 m.). Follow trail and telephone wire down west slope to Joe’s
Hole (16 m.) at head of Moxie Lake, and on Maine Central R. R. Follow telephone wire along
railroad track north 2 miles and approximately opposite Pine Island, follow trail and telephone
line east over Hedgehog Mountain to lookout tower on Pleasant Pond Mountain (25 m.). Follow
trail and telephone wire down west slope to Pleasant Pond (29 m.). Road is passable for
automobiles and leads into hard-surface U. S. No. 201 in Carritunk Plantation (33 m.). Follow
hard-surface road south approximately 2 miles along east shore of Wyman Lake (Kennebec
River flowage). (In this vicinity a method of ferrying across the Kennebec is to be worked out.)
Follow old road down west bank of Kennebec River to Carrying Place Brook. Follow tote-road
up Carrying Place Brook (old Arnold Trail). There are public camps on East and West Carry
Ponds.
There is no existing trail for the 1 1/2 miles around the south shore of West Carry Pond; the
shore may be followed or a boat procured at Arnolds’s Point from the camps on the opposite
shore. From the Camps a side trail leads 1mile to Round Top Mountain (2240 ft.).
Come into U. S. Route No. 144 at Dead River Village (49 m.). (Lodging and accommodations at
Ledge House, 2 miles south on Highway No. 144.)
III. DEAD RIVER VILLAGE TO GRAFTON NOTCH
(85 miles, estimated)
For a proposed route through this section, see article by Arthur C. Comey in Appalachia, Feb.
1926, p. 176 and June, 1930, pp. 87-90 (obtainable from Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy
Street, Boston, Mass.)
See also description of this section prepared by A. C. Comey as part of this chapter on the
proposed route of the Appalachian Trail across Maine for the New England Trail Conference
GUIDEBOOK.
GRAFTON NOTCH TO MAINE-NEW HAMPSHIRE LINE
(12 Miles)
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See A. M. C. GUIDEBOOK, pp. 63-7, 8th ed.
September 10, 1932. Myron Avery to Call Studio, Dexter, Maine
Gentlemen:
Thank you very much for your letter of September 1, 1932, and the prints which you sent for use
in connection for publicity for the Appalachian Trail. I have retained the pictures of the
mountains along the route. The other photos which were not particularly pertinent I have
returned.
The trail from Blanchard to the West Branch of the Pleasant River, is being cut, marked and
painted at the present time. This is a distance of about 30 miles. The work is being done by
Lyman Davis of Monson. I am told that the Chairback Range and the Peaks which the route
traverses afford remarkable views. Perhaps you will have an opportunity to procure some
photographs from the peaks on the trail as soon as Davis finishes his work on this section.
I am very much obliged to you for your cooperation in this matter.
September 12, 1932. Myron Avery to Alfred Elden, Portland, Maine
Dear Mr. Elden:
We have not been in touch for some time but I have kept some track of your activities, mainly
through the Atlantic Fisherman.
You will recall that we sent you some material on the Appalachian Trail route in Maine with the
thought that when the project reached a stage where it would command sufficient local interest,
you would wish to write a feature story on it. I think it has now reached that stage. I enclose
some of the notes which show its status. Around the general story of the Trail with these notes,
you might easily work up a story. I am very anxious to give the movement publicity in Maine.
We can obtain photos from the Call Studio and you might be able to run a cut of the map of the
proposed route, which will go in the Guidebook. I, of course, can work with you on it and
supply you with needed data.
If you think it feasible, let me know, if not, just store it away with the other matter.
With best regards to yourself and Mrs. Elden.
September 12, 1932. Myron Avery to Edgar M. Mills, Christian Science Monitor, Boston
Dear Mills:
I am now carrying out my promise to let you know when the Maine situation has developed to
the point that a story would be written on it. It has now reached that stage.
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I am enclosing some notes on which you can base a story. Also I will send a Trail Route
description if you wish it.
Would you want the use of some Maine photos or a map? I have sent Comey a rough sketch.
He may well permit you to use the traced copy when he finishes with it.
I shall be in Boston Tuesday, the 15th. I realize I have given you short notice but I shall be at
Mr. York’s office at 2:30 P.M., I have a 4 P.M. appointment. You could go over the material I
have sent you before—as well as this—so as to facilitate matters.
Couldn’t you work this over to run a story on it. There should be local interest on the Maine
link.
Hoping we can meet at 2:30 P.M. Please leave word with Miss Lawrence, U. S. Attorney’s
Secretary, if you can’t make it.
CC: Torrey
September 12, 1932. Myron Avery to Wilford Hennessy, Chamber of Commerce, Bangor,
Me.
Dear Mr. Hennessy:
With reference to your letter of August 13, 1932. You will recall that you were to take up the
matter with Mr. Houghton and write me.
At the present time some thirty miles of the Appalachian Trail are being cut, cleared and marked.
This section extends from Blanchard over Boarstone, Barren and Chairback Mountains. It is all
in the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad territory. I have thought of turning in an article, which
would run about four printed pages, together with a map and some of Call’s photographs.
Then too, there is the matter of the abbreviated article on the Deadwater Mountains and the
preparation of a new map to the Katahdin region, based on the recent Appalachian Mountain
Club. These were the other two matters which I wrote of in my earlier letter.
September 14, 1932. Alfred Elden, Portland, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
It seems to me if I can have two or three good pictures to illustrate the Maine end of the
Appalachian Trail I ought to be able to place an article somewhere. These are tough times to
land anything but I feel pretty sure I can put this over with some of my editors. I shall be only
too glad to try. I have read your notes with much interest and with what general information I
have on the subject should have material enough I think. If there are any special points you
would like me to bring out just let me know. Or I will go ahead with what you sent me.
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Perhaps you have two or three pictures that are striking showing hikers on the mountains. I
inclose a story I had in the August Fall River Line Journal. The Bangor and A. RR let me have
half a dozen pix that would have been good, but I returned them recently.
We left here in my car yesterday, Mrs. Elden and I, and rode to Auburn, Brettun’s, Canton,
Dixfield, Weld and to Phillips where we called on Miss Cornelia T. Crosby, “Fly Rod” who is 80
her next birthday and cheerful despite infirmities. Then we came home by way of Farmington,
Wilton, Livermore Falls, Auburn, Gray and Portland—about 110 miles each way or a total of
220. I do not care for long rides but like to sleep in my own bed nights pretty well. It did not tire
me a bit although I do all the driving.
Let me hear and I’ll go to it.
September 14, 1932. Arthur M. Fogg, Portland, to Myron Avery
My dear Mr. Avery:
You will think me very dilatory, no doubt, for not having responded to your kind letter of the
18th ult. before this. I offer my apologies, and wish to explain that on account of subnormal
business conditions, I had to accept a temporary leave of absence from the office where I am
employed. Your letter came while I was away, and since my return I have been quite busy, and
have had little time in which to attend to personal matters. If it is not too late, may I thank you
for your letter and especially for the booklets which you sent, and although I have not read them
all thoroughly, I have found them very interesting.
I wish that our club was in a position to materially assist in the promotion of the Appalachian
Trail. From my letter to Mr. Comey, you will have gathered what our situation is, but as I do not
remember just what I wrote him, I will recount briefly. Our club, which numbers 40 members is
two years old. Originally organized for the purpose of drawing together men of similar interests,
and for the purpose of having a center from which information and guidance could be dispensed,
it has proven popular. Thus far, the bulk of the arrangements has been in my hands, and the
various climbing trips which we have taken have drawn parties of 8 to 15 each time. 12
members live in distant towns, and that leaves 28 which are handy to Portland. Of these, there
are some which patronize trips occasionally, and the active group is limited to about a dozen. It
has been my hope that as the club becomes known, and advertised that it will draw in a larger
membership of active men. We have organized in distressing times, and it has not been easy to
promote trips, but I believe the club will survive. Our membership is mostly composed of young
working men, who do not have large incomes, and who cannot take time away from work, and
who cannot contribute much. We are all interested in mountaineering, and enjoy it, and if we
were in a position to devote time and money toward developing it in Maine, I think we would all
like to do so. On account of the fact that the proposed route of the Appalachian Trail lies so far
from Portland, (estimated 75 to 125 miles) it is impossible to reach it without considerable
expense, and we cannot have the time to accomplish anything constructive.
At times I have been somewhat discouraged because the members were willing to take trips, and
let it go at that, without any vision of the future welfare of the community, and the state. I agree
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with you that there is satisfaction in constructing something which will benefit others, a sort of
memorial to the pioneers in this movement. I shall be very happy to boost the idea of the
Appalachian Trail, but I cannot promise a favorable reaction from our club. I think they would
readily accept the situation and try to help it, but they haven’t the time and money with which to
do so, and thus feel that it may as well rest so far as they are concerned.
My personal interests are not limited to the activities of the club. I do want to see Maine
developed, and I do want trails laid out and maintained here. I feel that the State has been very
backward in developing this feature of recreation, and that it is a neglected opportunity.
In July, I had the misfortune to have my car demolished by a New York machine which was out
of control, and I do not expect to have another car this year. Hence, at the present time, I am
limited to the generosity of my friends, so far as taking trips into the mountains is concerned.
It may be that later on, our club will feel like undertaking some constructive work. I think it must
grow and add new leaders and secure financial backing before it can be accomplished, however.
Meanwhile, I shall watch with interest the progress of the movement, and hope that I can in some
way assist it.
We have taken seven climbing trips this year, so far, and will take four or five more before cold
weather sets in. We climb mostly in Maine and New Hampshire, and are endeavoring to take
different objectives each time, in preference to repeating trips. This year we have done
Megunticook (Camden) Old Speck (Grafton) Bigelow (Dead River Plantation) Jefferson (White
Mts.) Noon Peak and Jennings Peak (Waterville, N.H.) Potash (Waterville) and Avalon (White
Mts.).
I am afraid that you have assumed that my list of Maine mountains which I compiled was to be
published in the magazine—“Maine Highways.” I mentioned the list in my letter to Mr. Comey,
and also mentioned an article which I had written for the magazine. However, the list was not to
be published, although I hope someone will publish it later. It is not complete, of course, as I
have not been able to secure authentic information sufficient to guarantee a complete list. I hope
that I will eventually be able to improve and revise it until it becomes practically authoritative.
As I could find no previous list I compiled this one for a beginning, and expect and desire
corrections and additions. I have supplied the Maine Publicity Bureau with a copy of my list,
and I believe they contemplate issuance of a booklet on mountains this winter. I have supplied
no-one else with a copy of the list thus far. I haven’t been able to secure the definite altitude of
Sugarloaf, but I think you may be right in assuming that it will occupy second place in height.
There is so much of Maine which has not been mapped accurately as yet, that definite
information is not always available when wanted.
I am sending under separate cover a copy of the September issue of Maine Highways, containing
the article to which I had reference on Page 16 (I believe it was 16 or 18) and hope you will
enjoy reading it. In my mention of Maine mountains, I could not hope to list more than a few of
them, so spoke of some of the more familiar ones, and some of those less familiar. If you are
interested in seeing my complete list, I can perhaps furnish you with a copy of it later on (it will
take some time to make a copy as it covers about 16 typewritten sheets).
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I shall hope to hear from you again, and with repeated thanks for the booklets you sent, and for
your interest, I beg to remain, Very truly yours,
P.S. Among other information which I am compiling, I have made a comparative chart showing
difficulties of the peaks I have climbed. In other words, elevation above sea level is not an
accurate gauge of the difficulty of the climb. Consequently, I have used the point where the trail
commences (commonly called the base, for convenience) as a standard, and am cataloging the
mountains according to the NET elevation to be gained, which is very handy for comparison. I
have just finished my 83rd ascent, which I think entitles me to say that I am experienced in this
sport of mountain climbing.
September 15, 1932. Frank Hinckley to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am much disappointed to be unable to attend the meeting of the American Civic Association to
which you invited me. I plan, however, to be in New York for a couple of months later in the
season and may get in touch with you at that time.
I have recently secured valuable cooperation in the preparation of my project from Mr. Warren
H. Manning who is Chairman of National Planning Committee of the American Civic
Association, who with his son has been over the ground with me and has subsequently written a
formal report on the project in which he has mentioned the Appalachian Trail work.
Thank you for your consideration.
September 15, 1932. [This is a typed transcript from a hand-written letter by George Dillman to
Alfred Edgerly, who shared it with Myron Avery. After interrupting his hike south from
Katahdin at Greenville to renew his gear, Dillman found his way over to Dead River via The
Forks, following Comey’s suggested route. That hike is documented in a 31 October 1932 letter
from Dillman to Avery. In the following account, Dillman describes his adventures from Dead
River to Grafton Notch, following Arthur Comey’s description of the route. There were errors in
the typed copy of Dillman’s hand-written story about the first leg of his trip but I don’t have a
copy of the original for this leg.]
Dear Mr. Edgerly:
The following is an account of the trail conditions as I found them from Dead River to Grafton
Notch.
I took the first trail up Mt. Bigelow going north from the residence of Bert Witham—the one
which leads to the side trail going to the “Old Man’s Head”. The trail is not especially difficult
to climb and the level stretch to the “Old Man’s Head” affords complete relaxation and the first
view of the peculiar winding course of the Dead River. To reach the tower—about a mile—is
not strenuous, only the last few yards near the summit suggesting hard climbing. From the fire
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tower, I followed the trail to the cabin and then picked up what I thought was a trail to the
highest peak. According to the directions I tried to get as far as the tiny “mountain barn” [tarn]
under the southern horn. The scrub spruce and marked rocks proved difficult to traverse and I
could not make much time. It was late in the afternoon and I had to look for a camping spot
which was not to be had on the ridge. I then decided to go in a southwesterly direction thus
striking off at a tangent from the main ridge and pick up, if I could, a lumber road which I knew
would lead to Stratton Pond. As soon as I left the top of the ridge, I met some very steep climbs
down into the valley. The sides I went down were wooded and seemed to present series of
almost vertical descents and level stretches till I found a fairly good lumber road winding toward
Stratton Pond. I did not get to the Pond that evening, so tented on the road and continued it next
morning till I struck what I believe a main lumber road and turned left. I marked this place with
a big pile of rocks. I had been going in a southwesterly direction all the time. Soon after leaving
the cairned spot the road faded out, branching profusely. I reached the low land around the pond
in a short while and floundered through the denuded area until I reached the dam at the western
end of the pond. The dry top of the dam bore my frame a goodly while before I thought my
clothes and shoes sufficiently dry to continue. The camps, very decrepit and slowly sinking into
the marshy ground, are not inviting at all. However, from the dam, an excellent tote-road,
probably used by fishermen, leads in two miles to the highway about three miles northwest of
Bigelow Village. Just past the fire warden’s house on the right side of the road, a wagon road
leads past a few houses and then picks up shortly the Carrabasset River.
I followed the river about two miles but did not come across any tote or lumber road on the right
side going up. Evidences of a former one were so overgrown that following the low, rocky bed
of the river was much easier. Keeping to the southwest I finally came upon a fairly good tote
road which lead to some very ancient, fallen camps. The good trail ended here and it took about
two or three hours to reach the summit of Pisgah [Crocker Mountain] from this spot. The slope
is gradual and does not present any steep climbs. The top consisted of two principal mounds.
The northernmost was all covered with almost impenetrable spruce thickets and crisscrossed by
numerous obliterated lumber roads. One spot was clear—a few square yards—and climbing a
tree I was able to see what appeared as the highest mound—about an eight of a mile to the south.
This was completely covered.
A very good view from the top of Mt. Pisgah or Stoney Brook, as the natives call it, is well
worth the climb and will, no doubt, form an interesting side trail when development with the
main trail has progressed sufficiently. Sugarloaf appears as a very beautiful long shoulder with
swinging in a steep rounded curve to the top of the long bare ridge. The northern end on its
western slopes is seared by numerous ravines, three of them conspicuous and the main “gravelly
gulch” exceedingly prominent. Mt. Spaulding in a line with the ridge of Sugarloaf is nicely
rounded and apparently covered. To the south of Pisgah is a little hill. These four hills—two
and two—run practically parallel to each other. To the southeast is Mt. Abram to be reached by
skirting the edge of the hill south of Pisgah. In doing so, I had to cross a sort of slide filled with
boulders, elders, and sphagnum. It ought to be clearly seen from Sugarloaf. The scenery here
also is very wild, rugged, and production of spontaneous yodels. Nobody heard them so we’ll let
it go at that. After this, I walked into a thinly wooded spruce valley, some hemlock. For miles,
the direction I was taking, about 15-20 degrees east of south, was not hindered by hills or many
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brooks. In fact, they gurgled under the ground and oozed through sphagnum most of the time.
This must have been what the natives call Caribou Valley.
All at once I dipped into a narrow pond with a dam on its eastern end. I did not see any camps
about but evidence of trails that lead to the dam showed that this spot is frequently visited by
fishermen as the pond is alive with fresh [“fish”?] and also contains two beaver. Neither did I try
to follow them, time being limited so that I kept straight through the woods till I struck the
western shoulder of Mt. Spaulding. At this point the first view is to be had since leaving Mt.
Pisgah of the rather steep mass of Abram. Then I kept to the left of the northwestern base
outlaying portion of Abram, took a little dip and reached a sort of connecting ridge between this
outlaying portion and the main summit of Abram. Then down a gentle slope and soon was
ascending the main ridge. Probably this diagram might be of help but it is only from memory.
However, I remember vividly the dip that Comey mentions from Abram to Spaulding. It looks
like a journey into a pit from the tower but may not be as bad as all that. To avoid this and be
able to get vistas occasionally, follow northwestward to a little hill and turn northeastward here
for Spaulding along a short ridge avoiding the steep valley directly between Abram and
Spaulding.

The fire warden, Mr. Moore, on Abram directed me to follow the end of the ridge towards the
south till it began to be overgrown. Here he said I would be able to see some lumber camps in
the southwest at the foot of an outlying hill. From these a pretty good tote-road leads to some
camps and in a little while I came to the extensive settlement which had once been Bomjom. (?)
[Barnjum]
Coming down from the camps which I first passed from Abram the tote road comes to a sort of
crossroads. I took the one straight ahead and came to a few shacks. Just here it’s a little swampy
and not easy to find the trail out. The main trail soon comes along and leads to a grassy meadow
at the other side of which are the main camps of Bomjom (?). There is one good dirt road
leading out from the camps and passing quite a few deserted farms. The road goes in a westerly
direction till a 1/8 mile side road leads to the farm of Fred Toothaker, Phillips, Maine. [This
farm, now owned by the Griscom family, is actually in the town of Madrid.] His is the only big
farm there and very nicely kept. His cows supply cream for butter and when I passed he had a
dozen calfs or so. Probably he hays all along the road to Bomjom (?) as the fields showed
evidence of cutting even where deserted houses were. The main road leads to Phillips, I believe.
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The farm is about two miles from the abandoned Carrabonset Railroad (narrow gauge). [This is
an obvious typo in a transcription of “Carrabasset” but there was also never a railroad of this
name. Dillman probably walked the abandoned roadbed of the Barnjum branch of the Sandy
River and Rangeley Lakes Railroad, which passed near to the Toothaker farm, and then perhaps
along the railroad’s main line for a ways. The main line was abandoned and the rails pulled just
a few years before Dillman’s hike.] He directed me past his cornfield and told me I’d pick up a
spotted trail that would pass some old apple trees in a half mile or so, then continue to a brook
and follow this to the railroad. I would see a big tall pine tree here, he said, and north of it there
was a siding. Look straight across the track and you’ll see a big hump of a hill. From the
railroad a clip and across a stream [Orbeton Stream], then over the hump and a level stretch and
a grassy field where is a little hunting lodge. He said this cabin was about two miles from his
house.
Here take the good tote road to the left and follow till a large rocky stream. I do not recollect the
name. Do not cross but pick up a tote road on the right. It’s overgrown and I soon lost trace of it
and headed straight for Saddleback.
Mr. Toothaker mentioned a cranberry picker’s trail from some farm to the southwest. I think he
said five miles from his house. This trail he said follows to a northeastern shoulder of
Saddleback which is easily seen from his place. It is one of the lowest parts of Saddleback
which is bare and swings right up to the general northeastward ridge of the main mass. After I
had gone cross country a few miles (about 3) I hit this trail. It is easily followed, blazed, and on
the slopes well cairned so that no guess work is needed. [This “Berry Pickers’ Trail” was reopened as a side trail to the A. T. on Saddleback on 17 September, 2016.]
As I mentioned to you, I could not get much authentic information from the warden on
Saddleback and had to get to a town, so I went to Oquossoc and down the R.R. track [The
Rumford Falls & Oquossoc Railroad, standard gauge, which was still active in 1932] to Bemis
on Lake Mooselucmaguntic (?). The post office is on the left side of the track in a house with an
Indian wigmam in front where the 6 ft. rail-like postmaster told me he sleeps.
I asked him about the trail to Elephant Mountain. He said something about taking a boat across
the side of the lake nearest the Mountain and picking up a trail from there—from some house
near the shore, I believe, which goes up the back of the Elephant. I did not try this way but
started out from Summit. [Summit was a small railroad stop at the high point reached by the
railroad between Houghton and Bemis.] One of the section men told me about a trail that starts
right behind the station house and follows a stream to the north of a hill behind the station. There
is a sort of valley east of Elephant between Summit and Bemis. It seems that the trail the section
man spoke to me of goes a good deal to the north of the highest part of Elephant which is near
the steep south side. Comey mentioned a “long trip” through a burned valley.
From Summit I only followed the trail up a stream a short distance and it did not appear very
much used since the section hand said “good road”. However, that might mean anything. The
burned valley is not very much damaged and now passage cross country is fairly easy. I headed
straight for the precipitous south face of Elephant but a heavy rain made me seek a little swampy
section which had once contained a log pond. Noticeable is one abandoned beaver house. Only
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a brook winds through it now. I camped on the sides of this artificial pond and had to put in a
day under my tent due to constant rain. I built a little stone fireplace and left a bough bed behind
so it may easily be recognized. From the pond the head of Elephant would be, I should judge, in
a direction of 50 degrees west of south. It was a little difficult to get to the top of Elephant and
the view is bad unless some sort of raised platform is made. The ridge of Old Blue Mt. extends
in a northwest-southwesterly direction. Old Blue was wooded where I crossed it. I kept a good
deal to the west and believe I hit the highest spot. When I reached Black Brook and the road,
Floyd Sessions told me Old Blue was bare on top and that I had come too far west.
The descent from what I thought was Old Blue was through fairly open woods but nevertheless it
went down at a tremendous incline till I hit a roaring brook which led right into the highway and
a set of lumber camps. Way up on the brook logging was in progress—at least a mile up the
stream. The man in charge, Floyd Sessions, from Andover, Maine, proved very hospitable and
directed me to C. Pond. The road along Black Brook is being widened and now is a very broad
dirt road to the lake from Andover. These camps are about a mile above Moody Mt.
I was directed to follow a road about a mile toward Andover to what he called the notch and cut
across till I picked up the Sawyer Brook trail to Camp Kewadin. The woods are not hard to
penetrate, being open and mostly deciduous. The trail to C. Pond was very easy to follow.
Floyd Sessions said Surplus Pond was west of C. Pond. I found this difficult to conceive. I tried
to follow the trail that leads due south from C. Pond but soon lost it as it was badly spotted and
ran into other spotted trails, making it uncertain which to follow. I remember that I crossed one
brook and that I did not strike any more trails till I hit the Andover B. Highway. I came out
about a half mile above where there was a logging camp on the right side of the road. I
remember a dining cabin next to the road and some stables where quite a few horses were kept.
Soon I saw another logging operation on the left. A long pile of pulp curved slowly along a
brook in the direction of the highway. Then I passed a few houses. Some deserted, and after
about 4 miles, reached Frye’s Brook. The Continental Paper Company is carrying on a big
operation here. The tote road leads along the south side of the brook past a newly built dam to a
set of camps. I stopped here one night.
The scaler next morning took me up the mountain along one of the logging roads and said that I
would strike the blue line which goes north and south. I did not see this nor come across it when
crossing the top of the mountain. In fact, I picked up the trail used by the berry pickers and
followed that to the top in an awfully thick mist. After going northwest for a while, I found the
yellow line and followed it till I came out a little below the only occupied farm in Grafton. You
mentioned a trail leads to Dan Wight’s home but I could only have stumbled upon it accidentally
in the fog which I encountered on the Mountain.
I am sorry I could not go into more detail especially from C. Pond to the highway but it is
surprising how the human being works and acts. My knapsack did carry a lot easier towards the
end of the trip but even so it needed a lot of trimming. Anything even slightly above the
suggestion of labor aggravates the desire towards aesthetic appreciation to such an extent that the
objective is the only goal—and I could not re-vamp my outfit again up in that section. My diary
was regularly kept but tended more towards general philosophical dissertations and the
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proportion of trail news to otherwise was about one to three. However, I noticed and recorded
all the important features, which lead to this letter, and if anything does not seem clear to you or
if I can answer any other questions or describe any section more fully, I will be only too glad to
do so.
Your hospitality was greatly appreciated and I would have liked to spend the week end with you
only I wanted to see my former employer in the city.
I trust that you will meet unusual success in completing the last lap of the Appalachian Trail, as
Maine is and offers scenery and wooded country like few other States.
SPECIAL SHEET
In reply to your letter of the 14th:
After I had come from Stratton Pond via the tote road, I followed the highway to Bigelow
Village for a mile when a man picked me up. He seemed familiar with the Mountains and told
me to how to get to Sugarloaf and that the beginning of the trail led to Pisgah as well. When we
reached the “village”, he gave me the impression that the fire warden was not very affable and
might restrain me from camping. I thus decided to follow the trail without asking any questions.
The warden’s house on the left side of the road, a little above where the trail starts, is not
attractive, nor would I think it suitable for the general run of guests. My impression of the
village was that it is rapidly approaching extinction. However, if the trail goes through, I have
no doubt that one of the places might spruce up for the contemplated trade.
I did not visit C. Madrid. [There is no “C. Madrid”. Perhaps he meant East Madrid.]
I regard Mr. Toothaker as the only person of means and rank in the vicinity of Bomjom and
while I have not seen his wife I have been inside the house and found it clean, neat and perfectly
suitable for the average guest. He invited me to stay over night with him, but I declined, so he
told me about his little camp on the other side of the railroad. He is very willing and took great
pains to direct me to Saddleback. In all probability, he would be willing to accept overnight
guests if assured of fair patronage.
Whenever I could, I tented out and stopped at houses only if I ended up in a town in the evening
which was a good excuse for not camping out.
Mr. Toothaker would, I know, be only too glad to give any information regarding trails to
Saddleback and probably would go with somebody and show them. He even said if I stayed till
Saturday he would like to go with me, so I feel he would be the right sort.
There will be a lot of cabins and sheds left at the place where Floyd Sessions, of Andover,
Maine, has charge of the logging. I stayed in his cabin the night I passed through and he showed
extreme hospitality towards me. I did not see any permanent residences but perhaps somebody
might improve one or more of the cabins when the operations are through which he said would
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1927-1932 - Compiled by David Field - Page 242

be next Spring. He is the one who told me I did not cross the real Old Blue and who said Surplus
Pond was west of C. Pond [It is due south.] but otherwise he was very cordial.
The Pond between Pisgah and Abram would be a good place for a shelter and also the spot where
I camped a day in the rain at the foot of the ridge by Elephant.
Hope this will be of help to you!
September 21, 1932. Alfred Elden to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
What more do I need for an article than the “Notes on the Route of the Appalachian Trail Across
Maine” you sent me? At the end of those notes you say the proposed trail route across Maine,
with two maps forms a chapter to the GUIDEBOOK TO THE APPAPALCHIAN TRAIL IN
NEW ENGLAND, which is now completed and ready for publication. Should I have this or can
I go ahead with what you have sent me. I think I have some excellent hiking photos that would
probably do as illustrations. Unless you want to furnish something special in the picture line or
possibly a map I will go ahead and start something out.
P.S.—Atlantic Fisherman uses about a third of the matter I send in, and I guess they have cut
everybody way down. Having a hard time to get by I fear. There isn’t much to it now compared
with the magazine it was when Frank Wood was its publisher.
September 22, 1932. Myron Avery to Fannie Hardy Eckstorm
We have made progress with our Maine link of the Appalachian Trail. The New England Trail
Conference and the Maine Forestry Department each contributed $50 to the project. The
[Appalachian] Trail Conference supplies the markers and paint. We made arrangements with the
son of Fire Warden Davis of Monson to cut and mark the trail from Blanchard to Monson, along
Little Wilson Stream to Boarstone and thence along the Barren, Columbus and Chairback Range
to the West Branch of Pleasant River at the Hermitage. In all the distance is about 36 miles.
Next summer, Schairer and I hope to complete the marking to Katahdin.
I am very much indebted to you for your letter telling me of the origin of Joe Mary and Onawa.
Mr. Hempstead tells me that Sullivan’s History has something about Joe Mary. I notice that the
Hubbard Guidebook has quite a bit about this region.
As I am collecting now all the information I can about this region, I would like to ask you if you
can tell me about two other things. These are Roach and Kokadjo. If any other points in
connection with this region occur to you, I would be glad to be told of them for through the
medium of the Trail project we could have some record made of these matters.
September 23, 1932. Myron Avery to Arthur Fogg
Dear Mr. Fogg:
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I am very pleased to have your letter of September 14,1932. We have been able this fall to mark
and cut some 35 miles of trail in Maine. It extends from Blanchard to the West Branch of
Pleasant River and leads over Boarstone, Barren, Columbus and Chairback Mountains. Thus, we
have already opened to hikers a remarkably fine group of peaks. Next summer, we propose to
extend this to Katahdin.
I think that you will find that the U.S.G.S. Stratton sheet gives an elevation of 4237 feet for
Sugarloaf.
I read your article with extreme interest. It was very well done. If at any time you have extra
copies of your list of Maine peaks, I shall be very pleased to have you remember me in this
connection.
September 23, 1932. Myron Avery to Harrie B. Coe, Maine Publicity Bureau, Portland
Dear Mr. Coe:
Will you kindly tell me if the Publicity Bureau expects to issue a booklet within the next year on
the Mountains of Maine. We have plans underway for extending the Appalachian Trail across
the State. This, of course, will open to hikers a remarkable region. We are completing a section
of the Trail from Blanchard to the West Branch of the Pleasant River over Boarstone, Barren,
Columbus and Chairback. The project has been endorsed by the Maine Development
Commission for the State Agencies. Thus, already we have made good progress in opening the
hithertofore inaccessible regions to trampers. The purpose of my inquiry was to ascertain if a
rumor that such a booklet was to be issued had any foundation. If so, of course, you would wish
to have definite information as to the Appalachian Trail and its route.
I am enclosing a rough outline of the proposed route which will form part of a chapter on Maine
in the Guidebook to the route of the Appalachian Trail through New England, which will be
issued very shortly.
{Copied to Comey; N.J. articles; Schmeckebeir bulletins sent}
September 28, 1932. Myron Avery to Alfred Elden
Dear Mr. Elden:
I have been away from Washington and hence the delay in replying to your letter of September
14th and 16th. I really do not think that you need anything more than the notes on the Maine
situation and the detailed description of the route which I sent you. The other publications give a
general background of the trail project. When you are ready, if I can get a photograph of one or
two of the peaks on the Trail in Maine, a hiking group and a photograph of the Trail marker, etc.,
I will send them to you.
The publication of the Guidebook to the New England section is still a matter of a few months.
The task is finished and we are now finishing up the work on the map cuts.
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I think that the material which you have is sufficient and you can work on the story at your
convenience. In the mean time I will assemble the photographs and forward them to you.
I enjoyed your story in the Fall River Line Journal.
Undated from A. Elden to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
The Transcript used the article last Saturday but minus the photos—splendid ones, too—that I
sent. I don’t know where they got the map. I didn’t send it. Sorry they did not use pictures but
one is lucky to get an article itself published nowadays even without illustrations. A little later I
shall probably be able to get an article in the Portland Telegram. Give ‘em time to forget this
one in case somebody on the paper should see it.
September 28, 1932. Myron Avery to Frank Hinckley
Dear Mr. Hinckley:
I have been delayed in replying to your letter of September 15th. You will be interested to know
that with $50 donated each by the New England Trail Conference and the Forestry Department
and the expenditure for markers and paint assumed by the Appalachian Trail Conference, we are
now engaged in having the Trail painted and marked from Blanchard past Hebron Pond, along
Little Wilson Stream to Bodfish Siding and thence over Boarstone, Barren, Fourth, Third,
Columbus and Chairback to the West Branch of Pleasant River at the Hermitage. The work is
being done by the son of Fire Warden Davis of Monson. This eliminates a real barrier across the
trail.
With this progress, we hope next summer to finish the route to Katahdin.
September 28, 1932. Myron Avery to Edgar T. Mills, The Christian Science Monitor,
Boston
Dear Mr. Mills:
I have been delayed in replying to your letter of September 14th.
I have taken up the Carolina matter with George Masa and I am sure you will have a reply from
him. You will notice from our Bulletin several notices for a trip in Southern Virginia for the last
part of October for the purpose of forming new Clubs in that territory. Mr. Cole is a very poor
correspondent and I think that the activities of this meeting will be of more interest to you.
I had a call here for a photo of Greene, either in hiking or stage costume. The call was not made
in such a way as to produce the best results. Greene is returning to New York this month and if
you want to use a photo of him, I suggest you write him direct at The Lambs Club, 126 West
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44th Street and tell him what you want. I understand there is nothing more you want of me on
the Maine situation.
October 1, 1932. Perceval Sayward, Braintree, Mass., to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
My dear Mr. Avery,
The enclosed article from today’s Boston Transcript brought me very pleasant news.
Congratulations on the fine start made in Maine! So the N. E. Trail Conference came across
after all, but better yet, of course, that the Maine people woke up to their duty and privilege!
More power to you!
October 4, 1932. Alfred H. Edgerly, Boston, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Am enclosing herewith my check for $2.55 for settlement with Prentiss & Carlisle Co., Inc. I
mark no charge for the blueprints secured for you. Go get ‘em.
I know nothing about any obligation of AMC for blueprints.
All data received by me in connection with Dead River to Grafton Notch link—A.T.—has been
turned over to Arthur Comey and I have no other record.
However, I do recall the project for installing power development at head of lower pitch of Long
Falls on Dead River. If and when this dam is completed a lake will extend as far as Flagstaff—
and every thing below 1150 ft. or so will become submerged. A large stretch of present highway
will have to be relocated; all of the valley farms within the area to be submerged will be “aint”.
The proposed A.T. from vicinity of new dam will have to “take to the hills” but a good route is to
be had.
All other A.T. information dug up this summer is, as I say, in Comey’s hands.
October 10, 1932. Myron Avery to Alfred Edgerly
Dear Mr. Edgerly:
Thank you for your letter of October 4, 1932 and for the check which enables me to pay the
Prentiss & Carlisle bill.
I enclose final draft of the Maine data which you may wish to keep with your maps and records.
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What I had reference to was a map from Philbrick and his letter about the bill for this map, which
the A.M.C. was to pay. I presume that this has been paid but if not, I would appreciate your
looking into the matter.
October 10, 1932. PROPOSED ROUTE OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL ACROSS
MAINE (263 Miles, estimated), by M. H. Avery (Copied to Greene, Comey, Torrey, Mills,
Edgerly) {Pp 6 & 7 corrected Oct. Copy Comey, Greene}
[This is a revision of the September 10, 1932 draft.]
KATAHDIN TO BLANCHARD
(117 Miles, estimated)
Of the trail route here described, some 36 continuous miles have been marked, as standard
Appalachian Trail, by metal markers and white paint blazes. This marked section extends from
the “Hermitage” on the West Branch of Pleasant River to Blanchard. This trail marking was
done in the fall of 1932 and its cost was defrayed jointly by the Maine Forestry Department, the
Appalachian Trail Conference and the New England Trail Conference (a federation of outing
clubs of New England) and by private sources.
This route is, in the main, that developed by Walter D. Greene, The Lambs Club, 128 West 44th
Street, New York City and Sebec Lake, Maine).
For maps consult U. S. Geological Survey Katahdin quadrangle; *A.M.C. “Katahdin Region”
June, 1932 and A.M.C. KATAHDIN GUIDEBOOK; *Great Northern Paper Company’s “West
Branch Plan” and “Map of Kennebec Watershed”; Maine Forest Service Wadleigh, Whitecap
and Boarstone Tower maps; Maine Forest Service Parlin Pond, Moosehead, *Pleasant River,
Katahdin and Chesuncook District Maps; blueprint map “Katahdin and West Branch Trails” by
George C. Purington, copyright, 1924; Contour map of Boarstone Region prepared by S. S.
Philbrick, Waterville Iron Works, Waterville, Maine; *U. S. Engineer Corps Advance Sheets
Nos. 889, 869 and 895; *Map of Elliotsville and Vicinity, October 4, 1919, by T. Cimpher;
*blueprint of Pleasant River and Adjacent Regions by L. S. Randall, Milo, Me., 1913 (50 cents);
Hubbard’s “Map of Northern Maine Wilderness” (Dillingham’s, Bangor, Maine, $1.25);
blueprint map “West Branch of Penobscot River, Ripogenus to Millinocket”, June, 1925, by J. H.
Watson for F. S. Shepherd; “Township 7 Range 9” map of American Thread Company, Dec.,
1921; *map of “Piscataquis County” and “Somerset County” ($1.00) by Prentiss and Carlisle,
Bangor, Me.
See also printed prospectus of development of Moosehead region by F. C. Hinckley, 39
Hammond Street, Bangor, Maine and *two accompanying large blueprint maps, prepared by
Prentiss and Carlisle, Bangor, Me.
See also aerial photos taken by Captain Stevens of U. S. Air Corps of Onawa Lake region in
September, 1931 and in the files of the U. S. Geological Survey, Washington, D.C. See also the
camp folders for camps referred to in these data.
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L. L. Hubbard’s Guide to NORTHERN MAINE WILDERNESS (4th Ed. with Appendix) gives
a very complete account of the Piscataquis region.
From the summit of Mt. Kathadin go west on Hunt Trail to York’s Twin Pond Camps (7 m.).
Cross Nesowadnehunk Stream on G. N. P. new “toll-bridge” (8 m.) and follow tote road down
west bank of Nesowadnehunk Stream to Penobscot West Branch River (12 m.). Turn right and
follow old tote-road 1/2 m. to Nesowadnehunk Dam. (Unlocked G. N. P. shack, stove, bunks on
north side of river; a cut-off from Nesowadnehunk tote-road to dam saves considerable distance.)
Cross Penobscot West Branch at dam. {Footnote: “Dam ‘blown’ in 1932; if a permanent means
of crossing the river is not afforded, a relocation of the trail may necessary here.} Follow old
road west up river for 3 1/2 miles. Turn south (16 m.) into trail to Rainbow Lake. Trail comes out
on north side of Rainbow Lake (18 1/2 m.); Clifford’s Rainbow Lake Camps (Kokadjo, Maine)
are on south side of Lake. Follow shore east around north side of Rainbow Lake to telephone line
from Pitman’s Katahdin View Camps on Penobscot West branch and then go west along south
side of lake to Clifford’s Camps (23 m.). (Rainbow Mountain to the south of Rainbow Lake.)
Follow road west to outlet dam on Rainbow Lake (27 m.)
From Rainbow Lake outlet follow trail approximately five miles down Rainbow Stream to
McDougall’s Camps (32 m.) at head of Nahmakanta Lake. (Mrs. Robert McDougall, Norcross,
Maine; camps reached from Pemadumcook Lake via third and fourth Debsconeag Lakes; see
*map in camp folder; Nesuntabunt Mountain west of Lake down Nahmakanta Stream.)
From McDougall’s Camp (32 m.) follow telephone wire {Footnote: “Final route may follow
Prentiss Valley road on west side of lake rather than telephone wire on east side.} and rough trail
along north side Nahmakanta Lake to outlet dam (37 m.) Cross Nahmakanta outlet dam and
follow tote-road down stream 5 m. to head of Pemadumcook Lake (42 m.). Follow old tote-road
to head of Lower Joe Mary Lake; then trail along south shore of lake to Leon Potter’s Camps (47
m.) on Lower Joe Mary Lake.
From Potter’s Camps (47 m.) on lower Joe Mary follow excellent trail, which leads across outlet
of Mud Pond, south to Cooper Brook and then west along Cooper Brook. A mile east of Church
Pond, side trail (maintained by Potter) leads to summit of Joe Mary Mountain (magnificent
view). Pass Church Pond (52 m.). Continue on Cooper Brook road to Crawford Pond (58 m.)
Cross dam at outlet of Crawford Pond (old lumber camps nearby) and continue south and west 1
mile farther to G. N. P. Kokadjo automobile road. Turn west on Kokadjo automobile road and in
3 miles reach (at 62 m.) Yoke Pond (camps of Charles Berry, Kokadjo, Maine) on west shore of
ponds.
(From Yoke Ponds the next objective is Pleasant River West Branch. The connection here
described, may require further clearing as well as marking.)
From Berry’s Camp (62 m.) on Yoke Pond follow series of old roads and trails across East
Branch of Pleasant River to Chadwick’s Camps (73 m.) on east side of West Branch Ponds (Fred
M. Chadwick, Kokadjo, Maine). {Footnote: “For a route from Yoke Pond south to East Branch
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Pleasant River then west up East Branch Pleasant River see Purington map and Randall map of
Pleasant River region.”}
From West Branch Ponds (73 m.) the Trail follows old tote-road down the West Branch of
Pleasant River through its spectacular “Gulf” (for an account of this region, see Hubbard’s
“Guide to Moosehead Lake and Northern Maine”, 4th ed.) with a side trail to Whitecap. (This
side trail on the north slope of Whitecap is the 3 mile Maine Forest Service trail to the Whitecap
lookout tower from the Pleasant River West Branch. There is also a Forest Service trail from the
West Branch to Whitecap up its southern slope along White Brook. Were the trail route located
to the summit on these trails across Whitecap it would entirely miss the “Gulf”. To include both
outstanding features and to afford access to Baker Mountain, the side trail to Whitecap from the
north seems preferable.)
From West Branch Ponds (Chadwick’s) a side road leads down the Pleasant River West Branch.
Cross the dam at the outlet of Big Lyford Pond (camps of W. M. Sherman & Sons). Go along
tote-road through spectacular Pleasant River Gulf. (Back of Little Lyford Pond are Baker and
Indian mountains reached by side trails; fine views.) The “Gulf” commences 2 miles below Little
Lyford Brook outlet (McLeod and Call’s Camps on Little Lyford Pond). At the beginning of the
“Gulf” is the “Indian Head”. On Hay Brook a short distance above the “Hermitage”, are Screw
Augur Falls. [Note: Screw Augur Falls are on Gulf Hagas Brook, not Hay Brook.] Cars may be
driven from Katahdin Iron Works five miles up the West Branch, as far as White Brook. The 12
miles from Brownville Junction to Katahdin Iron Works are over a bad road; the last 6 1/4 miles
from Arbo Farm to Katahdin Iron Works are passable only in dry weather; Katahdin Iron Works
is more accessible via the converted railroad service from Brownville Junction. Transportation
to White Brook may be procured at Katahdin Iron Works. York’s Camps are 4 miles from White
brook, the end of the road which is passable by automobile.
At the “Hermitage” where (November, 1932) the marked Appalachian Trail commences (84 m.)
on the West Branch, cross stream on bridge and follow road 2 miles to York’s Camps (86 m.) at
head of Long Pond (Ralph E. York, Katahdin Iron Works; camps of Will Dorr at foot of Long
Pond).
The next section of the route passes over a series of outstanding peaks: Chairback, Columbus,
Third, Fourth, Barren and Boarstone Mountains. All afford spectacular views and comprise one
of Maine’s finest groups.
From York’s Camps on Long Pond, follow trail to East Chairback Pond and onto Chairback
Mountain. (Side trail leads northeast to viewpoint on Chairback Cliffs. Here the Appalachian
Trail turns southwest onto Columbus Mountain, passing north side of West Chairback Pond. In
between Chairback and Columbus Mountains, side trail leads to W. L. Arnold’s camps on east
side of Big Huston Pond; then 3 m. by tote-road over Ore Mountain—fine view—to Katahdin
Iron Works. There is also a trail from Big Huston Pond to the south side of West Chairback
Pond.) The Trail then leads across Columbus, Third, Fourth Mountains and over the highest
peak of Barren Mountain, with its Cloud Pond, where a lean-to should be constructed. (Side
trails to outstanding viewpoints along the range.) From Barren the trail slabs down west side of
the mountain to “Slugundy” on Long Pond Stream. Follow tote-road down Long Pond Stream to
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the State road at Bodfish Farm (accommodations obtainable here). Follow State road to Bodfish
school; here turn left (east) into trail up Boarstone. From summit follow Forest Service trail
down to Moore’s fox farm and ponds on slope of Boarstone. Near ponds on slope of Boarstone
come into Forest Service trail which leads short distance to Boarstone summit with splendid
panoramic view. From its junction with the trail to Boarstone summit the Appalachian trail turns
down to Moore’s fox farm on slope of Boarstone and follows dirt road to Bodfish Siding (99 m.)
on C. P. R. R. and Maine Highway No. 105.
From Bodfish Siding (99 m.) follow gravel road west to Big Wilson bridge and then follow dirt
road north. Cross Little Wilson Stream on suspension bridge to Forest Service Campground (100
1/2 m.) and follow trail along north bank of stream. (Side trail leads south to Gorge and Little
Wilson Falls, 57 feet; see Hubbard’s GUIDES TO NORTHERN MAINE WILDERNESS and IN
THE MAINE WOODS, 1931). Follow trail west halfway around Packard (Beaver) Pond, then
somewhat north to east side of Prescott Pond. Cross ridge between Prescott and Moose Ponds,
pass west end of Moose Pond and cross Little Wilson Stream (102 1/2 m.). Follow old trail west
along south side of Little Wilson Stream to where old Greenville stage road and power line right
of way cross stream (104 m.). Reach Monson (111 m.), attractive village with splendid views of
Barren and Boarstone Mountains. At Monson (111 m.) on highway to Greenville, turn west on
old gravel road to Lake Hebron. Pass deep pit of abandoned Monson slate quarry. On shore of
Hebron Pond (112 m.), at end road passable by automobile, pass Wilkins’ Sporting Camps.
Wood road continues west along north shore of Hebron Pond. Turn south (116 1/2 m.) on
Blanchard-Greenville road. Reach Blanchard on B. &. A. R. R. at 117 m. Here (November,
1932) ends the marked and painted Appalachian Trail.
II. BLANCHARD to DEAD RIVER VILLAGE
(49 Miles, estimated)
This route is that developed by Maine Forest Supervisor Robert M. Stubbs, Augusta, Maine. In
this connection, see the Stratton, Dead River, The Forks, Pierce Pond and Bingham topographic
sheets of the U. S. Geological Survey; the G. N. P. “Map of Kennebec Watershed”; Maine Forest
Service Parlin Pond and Dead River district maps and Maine Forest Service Bigelow, Pleasant
Pond and Moxie Bald fire tower maps.
From Blanchard on B. & A. R. R. follow Forest Service telephone line and trail to Moxie Bald
Mountain with lookout tower (11 m.). Follow trail and telephone wire down west slope to Joe’s
Hole (16 m.) at head of Moxie Lake, and on Maine Central R. R. Follow telephone wire along
railroad track north 2 miles and approximately opposite Pine Island, follow trail and telephone
line east over Hedgehog Mountain to lookout tower on Pleasant Pond Mountain (25 m.). Follow
trail and telephone wire down west slope to Pleasant Pond (29 m.). Road is passable for
automobiles and leads into hard-surface U. S. No. 201 in Carritunk Plantation (33 m.). Follow
hard-surface road south approximately 2 miles along east shore of Wyman Lake (Kennebec
River flowage). (In this vicinity a method of ferrying across the Kennebec is to be worked out.)
Follow old road down west bank of Kennebec River to Carrying Place Brook. Follow tote-road
up Carrying Place Brook (old Arnold Trail). There are public camps on East and West Carry
Ponds.
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There is no existing trail for the 1 1/2 miles around the south shore of West Carry Pond; the
shore may be followed or a boat procured at Arnolds’s Point from the camps on the opposite
shore. From the Camps a side trail leads 1mile to Round Top Mountain (2240 ft.).
Come into U. S. Route No. 144 at Dead River Village (49 m.). (Lodging and accommodations at
Ledge House, 2 miles south on Highway No. 144.)
III. DEAD RIVER VILLAGE TO GRAFTON NOTCH
(85 miles, estimated)
For a proposed route through this section, see article by Arthur C. Comey in Appalachia, Feb.
1926, p. 176 and June, 1930, pp. 87-90 (obtainable from Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy
Street, Boston, Mass.)
See also description of this section prepared by A. C. Comey as part of this chapter on the
proposed route of the Appalachian Trail across Maine for the New England Trail Conference
GUIDEBOOK.
GRAFTON NOTCH TO MAINE-NEW HAMPSHIRE LINE
(12 Miles)
See A. M. C. GUIDEBOOK, pp. 63-7, 8th ed.
NOTES ON THE ROUTE OF THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL ACROSS MAINE
In the entire 2100 mile route of the Appalachian Trail, the link which has offered the greatest
obstacle to the completion of the Trail project has been the 262 mile section across the State of
Maine. This situation results from a variety of causes. First and of primary importance is the
fact that, except in the Dead River, Kennebec, and Piscataquis River valleys, the route leads
through an utter wilderness. Secondly, there are no outdoor organizations in Maine, interested in
hiking, trail construction or kindred activities. Although recognizing this situation and well
aware that the development of the recreational resources of the White and Green Mountains, and
even of the entire Appalachian system, had been from “without”, rather than “within”, outdoor
organizations in adjoining New England states had refrained from extending their activities into
Maine. Arthur C. Comey, Chairman of the New England Trail Conference, had made in 1925
and 1929 the scouting trips in Eastern [sic] Maine and had published reports of his route but his
explorations were not followed up and no progress resulted. In the fall of 1931 the Maine
situation seemed so hopeless that officials of the Appalachian Trail Conference were giving
serious consideration to reverting to the original project of having the northern terminus of the
Trail in the White Mountains and abandoning the Maine link. This suggestion aroused
considerable opposition and, before definitely recommending such action to the Trail
Conference, the Chairman of its Board of Managers, Myron H. Avery, commenced a
comprehensive survey of the territory between Katahdin and Mt. Bigelow, where Mr. Comey’s
explorations had ended. Mr. Avery is a native of Maine and as a registered Maine Guide and
former employee of the State Forestry Department and from exploring trips in Maine, he had
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gained considerable familiarity with this region. For over nine months he has been exhaustively
investigating the Maine situation, developing data as to existing trails, roads, etc. which could be
used for the through route. No small task was the assembling of adequate maps. Resort has been
had to every possible source of information. After nine months of work on the problem, in a ten
page summary of the route from Mount Bigelow to the Katahdin, Mr. Avery reports that the
problem has been practically solved. Credit for this result, says Mr. Avery, belongs to Walter D.
Greene, Broadway actor and registered Maine Guide. Greene, who spends six months of each
year at Sebec Lake, Maine, had for years anticipated the route of the through trail in his solo
hikes through the Maine wilderness. From his past travels Greene developed the general route of
the Trail from the Piscataquis River to Katahdin. This summer, in the interest of the project, Mr.
Greene has made half a dozen trips of several days duration into the wilderness to work out
uncertain links in the route. His disinterested services to the project deserve the heartiest
commendation from every out door enthusiast.
Because of its inaccessibility and the accompanying problems of maintenance, considerable
emphasis had to be placed on the selection of trails and tote-roads (which gave some assurance
of future use and maintenance). Curiously, perhaps, even with such practical considerations, the
quality of the route has been in no way sacrificed. The trail traverses—with the exception of the
Katahdin and the Traveler groups—the best mountain groups in the State. For variety, it
occasionally follows beautiful streams and lake shores. It has been so located to include such
picturesque regions as Pleasant River Gulf, Little Wilson Falls, Nesowadnehunk Stream, Cooper
Brook, Joe Mary, Nahmakanta and Rainbow Lakes. It traverses Pleasant, Moxie Bald,
Boarstone, Barren, Fourth, Third, Columbus, Chairback, Boardman Mountains and Katahdin.
Baker, White Cap and Joe Mary Mountains are reached by short side trails.
When the route was finally located, so that the completion of the project required only the
linking up and marking of existing trails and tote-roads, an obstacle appeared which bid fair to
thwart the entire project. Across the route of the Trail lay a trailless barrier of a spectacular
group of seldom frequented peaks—Barren, Fourth, Third, Columbus and Chairback—a 20 miles
utter wilderness of spruce and fir. This was beyond the scope of the amateur labor of the Trail
project. Funds must be procured to open a trail across these magnificent peaks. And so the
Maine problem took on a new aspect. Despite considerable opposition, which felt that Maine
should solve its own problems, the New England Trail Conference, a federation of hiking clubs
in New England, appropriated $50 for cutting the trail across the Chairback range. The Maine
Development Commission, which had endorsed the Trail project on behalf of the State Agencies,
procured an equal appropriation. This was matched by the Appalachian Trail Conference, which
furnished the paint and markers, necessary to mark the trail.
The actual work was done by Lyman Davis, son of Maine Fire Warden Harry Davis of Monson.
The work is now practically finished. In all, some 32 miles of trail from the village of Blanchard
to the West Branch of the Pleasant River have been marked as standard Appalachian Trail with
paint and markers. An expedition has been organized to complete next summer the remaining 90
miles of Trail from the Pleasant River West Branch to Katahdin. With 32 of the most difficult
miles already finished, the completion of the major part of the Maine link within the next two
years seems assured. Many people, for whom the novelty of camping has become a matter of
routine, prefer trips along the Trail where the carrying of camping equipment is not necessary.
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For these the Maine link should have a particular appeal. For, despite the utter wilderness
character of the region through which the Trail passes, some 12 public sporting camps,
attractively located, are encountered; these are at intervals of an easy day’s march.
The proposed Trail route across Maine, with two maps forms a chapter to the GUIDEBOOK TO
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN NEW ENGLAND, which is now completed and ready for
publication. This publication, which is one of a series of four guides to the entire Appalachian
Trail, will be issued by the New England Trail Conference.
October 11, 1932. Prentiss & Carlisle to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
We are enclosing check which you recently sent to us. Kindly sign your name on the back of the
check and return to us.
October 12, 1932. Myron Avery to George Dillman
Dear Mr. Dillman:
Mr. Torrey has very kindly permitted me to read your letter of August 7th. Of course, I am very
much interested in reports as to the conditions along the proposed trail route in Maine. I think
that the data which Mr. Edgerly handed you was one of the early editions of the route across
Maine, which I prepared. I am enclosing a copy of our final summary which shows the work
accomplished. Next year we hope to complete the marking between Katahdin and the West
Branch of Pleasant River.
Mr. Torrey tells me that you traveled from the Kennebec to Grafton Notch. It would be a matter
of considerable assistance to us if you would write me in detail of your observations along the
route, the condition of existing trails and other matters which would help in the project You can
understand that this would be of considerable assistance to us.
CC: Mr. Greene
October 13, 1932. Harrie Coe, Manager, Maine Publicity Bureau, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
On my return from a trip through New Brunswick and Nova Scotia attending conventions on the
question of Good Roads I find your letter of September 23 and reply of September 29 sent you
by my Secretary.
I am very much interested in this question of the completion of the Appalachian Trail across the
State of Maine. Each year we are getting calls for that information. I assume that you have now
heard from Mr. Isola on the question of a State booklet on the Mountains of Maine.
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1927-1932 - Compiled by David Field - Page 253

I hadn’t heard of any such plan and it may possibly have originated through a story that was
published in the newspaper of the activities of a local hiking club which has compiled a list of
the mountains in Maine with their elevation and suggesting desirable ones for climbing parties.
I read a story in the Lewiston Journal the other day speaking of the completion of the trail route
through Maine, and it gives the general direction which will be followed from the western border
of the State through to Mount Katahdin. It says that 32 miles of the most difficult part of the trail
from Blanchard north to the Pleasant River has been opened this past summer, and that an
expedition has been organized to complete next summer the remaining 90 miles of the trail from
Pleasant River west branch through to Katahdin, and the section from Blanchard west to Dead
River presents little difficulty, so that the major part of the Maine link will be completed within
the next two years.
The article also speaks of you taking up the work where Mr. Arthur C. Comey had left off.
Sometime at your convenience I would be glad if you would mark on the enclosed highway map,
which is the only one of the State I have, the approximate location which the Appalachian Trail
will finally follow and any other information which might be of interest and help me in replying
to people who write us another year.
Please keep me posted as matters develop.
{Copy: Greene, Comey}
October 15, 1932. Alfred Edgerly to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Have just found a moment in which to study “final draft” you sent me. I notice that “Ledge
House” is pretty close to the level to which the proposed Lake will reach—when and if flowed
back.
Another place where accommodations may be had—with an opportunity to re-outfit in food—
and possibly a few other things, is the house of Bert Witham, Dead River, Me., close under Mt.
Bigelow. He’s a live wire and ready to cooperate.
But like every body else along that Highway 144—from Ledge House to Flagstaff, he does not
know where he will be—when and if that lake is created.
This information may be of use to you—later, perhaps.
{Copy: Comey, Greene}
October 20, 1932. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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While on a trip recently in the Dead River Region near Mt. Bigelow, I had conversation with Mr.
Louis C. Wessel of Stratton, the proprietor of the Arnold Trail Inn. Mr. Wessel is very much
interested in developing this region for summer people. He has already constructed a trail from
Stratton east to the summit of Cranberry Mt., the west peak of the Mt. Bigelow range and he
contemplates extending this trail for the entire length of this range with side trails to various
points of interest. I told Mr. Wessel of the Appalachian Trail, and I would refer you to him
because your two projects are in common as far as Mt. Bigelow is concerned. Mr. Wessel would
be glad to hear from you.
{Copy Comey, Edgerly, Greene}
October 25, 1932. Myron Avery to George Dillman
Dear Mr. Dillman:
Mr. Edgerly has forwarded your letter to him of September 15th. I have studied it carefully and
it gives me much information concerning the region.
I presume from your letter that you did not have the U. S. Geological Survey advance sheets of
this region. Also, I judge that your Mt. Pisgah is the Crocker Town of the U. S. G. S. sheets.
I should like to ask how you went from Greenville to Mt. Bigelow and if you kept any records or
wrote any account of that section.
October 25, 1932. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm to Myron Avery
Dear Myron Avery:
You may think your letter of September 22 did not reach me, but I was out on the Cranberry
Islands busy with my ballad work and could not answer at once. Besides I had nothing definite
to say, and you wanted facts. Within a week I have been up to Lincoln to consult a very old
Indian woman who was the grand niece of old Captain Joe Mary, so that I feel I have something
that is accurate.
I own Sullivan’s history, but have had no time to read up in it what he says about Joe Mary.
On Gen. Blake’s roster of 1815 and preceding years I find Capt. Joe Mary Neptune as one of the
chiefs of the Penobscot tribe. He had a family of six, two of whom were hunting men.
His hunting grounds were the drainage basin of the Joe Mary lakes. This is not merely tradition,
but his gt. grand nephew drew out for me on one of Hubbard’s maps the territory recognized as
Joe Mary’s hunting ground. It included all the land from the shore of Pemadumcook Lake to
beyond Potaywadjo and Joe Mary Mountains, with the three Joe Mary Lakes. His home camp I
was told was on the outlet of Joe Mary Stream, on the left hand gravel bank, not very far from
Pemadumcook Lake, a very desirable spot as she remembered it, said his grand niece, now
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ninety-six years old. Both the mountains mentioned above got their name from him. I had had
trouble with Potaywadjo when I was trying to find out the meaning of it. Most said “Whale
Mountain” but could give no reason. Lewey Ketchum, who was thoughtful, said that Whale
Mountain would have a different form, Potaybahee-wadjo; Potaywadjo would mean “Blow
Mountain”, perhaps meaning “Windy Mountain”. But I find this is not the explanation. The
family were nicknamed Podebak, the whales, because Capt. Joe Mary, being a great swimmer
and diver, would spit water out of his mouth so long after he had been down that they called him
the “blower”, “the puffer”, which is what gives the whale his name. Yet the particular and
special nickname of the old chief was Kasigwhat, given him because he ran so fast “and never
stopped till he got there”. I got a very merry folk-tale about what he did when the white folk first
came to Bucksport—which, as you recall, was in 1764. I hope the old names will be kept for
both these mountains. You see there is ample foundation for them, and curiously both belong to
the same man.
Last July I sent a carefully prepared paper on “The Indian Names of Two Maine Mountains”
(Sowbungy and Sowangawas, on Seboois) to the editor of Appalachia. It was registered, so I
suppose arrived. Now, three months afterward I still am without any acknowledgment of it, so I
suppose I must write again and order it sent back. Unluckily I had no carbon copy of it and it
covered an entirely original investigation.
About Roach, the pioneer, I can tell you nothing. There may be something in print, and I fancy
that search would reveal it in some old sporting paper. John M. Way, Jr.’s Guide to Moosehead
Lake, 1874, does not give any information. Frederick Davenport’s articles in the Northern
might. Of living people, Joseph A. Thompson, 88 Leighton St., Bangor, is the one most likely to
have it. Possibly Hempstead has picked up something. He is now at Brownville Junction.
I am still opposed to using the name Kokadjo for anything but the mountain. It means “kettle
mountain” and there is no reason for applying it to anything else. The name of the lake on
Hubbard’s map is very recent. It was applied to the route from Piscataquis to Moosehead.
I have some information about a great stone-age battle fought near Sebec Lake and got my
informant to draw a map and locate it so I know where it was; also the old routes through that
county. There is a tale of an Indian maiden buried at Onawa, which I have hunted out. It should
not be reprinted until verified.
The trouble with giving information is that I cannot take time to dig out my notes and I dare not
trust to memory. If you can wait until I come across what I need for you, I shall be glad to help
you, but to make a straight search for something takes so much time that I have to sandwich it in
with my own interests. You see there are always several people wanting information, and If I
simply hunt for all of them, I get no time for myself. I shall, however, be glad to help you if you
are not in too much of a hurry.
The clipping enclosed came out in yesterday’s paper. You may know more than I do, but it
seems as if here were just the material you stand in need of. I have heard nothing about John
Cooper.
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I could give you the legend about Kokadjo and Sabotawan (the two Spencer Mountains) if you
wanted them. They belong with the Appalachian lore. If you do not save this mountain
legendary material, no one else is likely to be interested. Boarstone has bothered me much. The
name Chadwick gave in 1764 seems to belong to the lake, and I think I have a translation of it;
but Chadwick’s Indian was something perfectly terrible—guessing is the only way. Prof.
Ganong and I have speculated on those names on Chadwick’s maps for almost twenty years,
with small results.
Yesterday I had a drive to the height of land beyond Charleston where we could see the whole
range of blue hills from Katahdin on the east to Boarstone on the west, and even some beyond.
It was a beautiful prospect, lovely in its autumn coloring.
I am glad your trail project is going on so well. It is fine to have Katahdin stand out as the head
of it and the great goal to move on toward. Do, pray, keep them from making it easy to climb
Katahdin and from having soft drinks and hot dogs stations on top of it. It should be kept wild,
as untamed as possible. Any attempt to commercialize it will take away all the charm of that
mountain. Leave it to the Indian giants that live inside it and have always resented the overfamiliarity of men with their great wigwam.
{Copy: Greene, Hempstead}
October 26, 1932. Myron Avery to Edgar Mills, Christian Science Monitor
Dear Mr. Mills:
I agree with your suggestion that it is hardly worth while to send a copy to Mr. Pollock.
I was a little surprised and pleased to see the Maine story. I have written to the Monitor to obtain
a number of copies which I wish to send to the proprietors of the various sporting camps in order
to advise them of the publicity which the project is receiving.
The photo hardly does Mr. Greene justice. He is extremely well poised and makes a striking
appearance. I know you will find him interesting and I hope that you can meet him—at least
when he is en route to Maine.
CC: Mr. Greene
October 26, 1932. Arthur Fogg to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Please accept my thanks for your letter of Sept. 23, with information concerning location of
Columbus Mt. and others in Maine.
Through the courtesy of Mr. Comey, of Cambridge, Mass., I was loaned a copy of his list of
Maine mountains, and to those I already had cataloged, I added some 150 more. I also found
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that I had recorded a good many which he did not have, and supplied him with a list to
supplement his records.
I would be glad to supply you with a copy of my list, but think it best not to do so at this time,
for the following reason. I do not feel that the list is complete, as yet, as I have still to check
many geological survey maps, and as Mr. Comey’s list and mine did not always coincide, I
would like to verify many locations before I submit a list to others for their information.
I am hoping during the coming winter months, to add and correct my list, as well as rearrange it.
I now have something over 500 mountains listed, and the list covers nearly twenty pages of legal
size paper, so you can see it is no small task to make copies. Later on, I will try to have a copy
made for you. Just at present, I haven’t the time to make one, as I am doing evening work in an
effort to offset drastic cuts in day wages received this year, in order to maintain my present and
modest standard of living.
It occurs to me that you may be personally acquainted with Mr. Howard Bucheit (Bureau of
Standards, Washington) whom I met last year on Mt. Lafayette, one day while climbing there.
I have seen several references to you in recent copies of the Lewiston Journal, in regard to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine. The Lewiston Journal evidently takes an interest in mountaineering
activities, as they have had several fine articles along this line in the past few months, one of
which dealt with the recent landslides in the Katahdin range, well illustrated with photographs. I
wish the Portland papers were equally interested. I have to fight for space and recognition here.
October 26, 1932. Myron Avery to Louis Wessel, Proprietor, Arnold Trail Inn
Dear Mr. Wessel:
Through the kindness of Forest Supervisor R. G. Stubbs, I have learned of your trail activities in
the vicinity of Mt. Bigelow. I am much interested to know that you propose to extend a trail the
entire length of the range.
Your activities fit very much into the Appalachian Trail project which include Mt. Bigelow. I
am enclosing a folder which describes the trail project generally and a typed copy of the
proposed route across Maine. This copy is to form part of a Guidebook on the Appalachian Trail
in New England. You will note that we have made considerable progress in the region between
Blanchard and Mt. Katahdin.
I presume that you have a copy of the new Geological Survey Stratton Quadrangle.
When you have had an opportunity to examine our proposed route, we shall be very much
indebted to you for any suggestions which you may care to make with respect to the location of
the trail.
I am sending a copy of this letter and Mr. Stubbs’ letter to me to Messrs. A. C. Comey and
Edgerly, who have shown much interest in the project in this connection.
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I have never been on Mt. Bigelow but while working for the Forest Service some ten years ago, I
went over the telephone line along Dead River.
We shall be very much interested to hear from you in this connection.
CC: Stubbs, Comey, Greene
October 28, 1932. Myron Avery to Fannie H. Eckstorm
Dear Mrs. Eckstorm:
I am very pleased indeed to have your letter of October 23rd. As usual you have told me a great
deal. I think we can do much to have Joe Merry changed to Joe Mary and perpetuate
Potaywadjo. At least we can have it that way in the Guidebook and on the Geological Survey
maps.
I have seen your package at the A.M.C. with other letters waiting the return of editor Underhill.
He has just returned from a summer in Europe. I am a member of the Appalachia publishing
Committee and it is unnecessary for me to say that as far as I can, I will do everything to have
them use local material. I would suggest that you let this matter rest for six weeks or so.
I am only preparing for next summer so, as and when you run across any notes they will be in
time and helpful. This applies to the Kokadjo and Sabotanan legends too. Unless the
Appalachia Board—except myself—feel that these problems are too local and beyond their
scope, then it would seem that this is now the best medium for preserving these things. The
attitude toward the material, which you have sent in, will determine this.
We are succeeding in getting some publicity on our Appalachian Trail route in Maine. Alfred
Eldon wrote a story in the Transcript; I am told that the Lewiston Journal carried a story. I hope
to get a short item into “In the Maine Woods”.
It looks as if I have overlooked something right under my nose. I am passing the information on
to my friend C. C. Cutler, author of that classic of research “Grayhounds of the Sea”. His people
came from Machias.
I, of course, feel as you do about Katahdin. We are approaching it by the hard way. Blowing out
of the Nesowadnehunk Dam is giving us difficulty in crossing the Penobscot.
{Copy Greene}
October 28, 1932. Avery note
Copy of page 2, Christian Science Monitor, Oct. 21, 1932, sent to:
McDougall
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W. A. Hennessy
G. H. Stobie
Farrington, Rainbow Lake
York, E. L.
Potter
Berry
Chadwick
Sherman—Big Lyford
McLeod and Call—Little Lyford
Philbrick
Call Studio
W. L. Arnold
Ralph York
R. M. Stubbs
Lyman Davis
J. C. Mahar
B. B. Coe, Maine Publicity Bureau
Isola, Maine Develop. Com.
Sun-Up Magazine
E. B. Draper
F. C. Hinckley
E. L. Hamlin
R. C. Larrabee
Willis Boss
E. L. Heermance
H. P. Sisk
Dickson
Supervisor Scott
{Eckstorm, Sawtelle, Wilkins Camps Monson, Moorhead, Buck/Williamson}
{Copy Greene}
October 28, 1932. Myron Avery to A. L. Richan, Circulation Manager, Lewiston Evening
Journal
Dear Doc:
You know that Katahdin and keeping track of the Katahdin literature is a hobby of mine. I have
been told that the Lewiston Journal recently had, among other mountaineering articles, a story on
the recent landslides on Katahdin with photos and an article on the Appalachian Trail. Would it
be too much trouble to turn over to the proper department my request for three copies of these
articles. I will, of course, remit what ever is required. I am troubling you in this matter as I
thought that perhaps a routine request of the paper might not receive as much attention. We keep
a scrapbook of all these Appalachian Trail articles.
October 28, 1932. Myron Avery to A. G. Hempstead
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Dear Mr. Hempstead:
There is so much of mutual interest in the letter from Mrs. Eckstorm of October 25th that I am
sending you a copy.
Do you know anything more about Roach?
October 28, 1932. Myron Avery to W. A. Hennesey, Secretary, Bangor Chamber of
Commerce
Dear Mr. Hennesey:
I hope that you will soon be in a position to let me have a reply to my last two letters. I should,
of course, not wish to undertake this labor unless there is an assurance that it would be
productive. I can, of course, confine the Maine story to the space limitation which you would
indicate.
October 30, 1932. Fannie H. Eckstorm, Brewer, Maine, to Myron Avery
My dear Myron Avery:
At last I have the Onawa material I have looked for so long.
Here is what Dr. Lucius L. Hubbard wrote me November 21, 1926: “Before I end this letter I
want to tell you why I never adopted the name ‘Onaway” for Ship pond. In the 1893 edition of
my guide book I have mentioned it, and ‘Oberneetsombeck’ which is the form I found on a map
[Chadwick’s Survey of 1764] reproduced in the Bangor Hist. Mag. as nearly as I could read it. I
still have my doubts as to whether this is an Indian name; but it has defied all the efforts I could
make to transcribe it into something recognizable as Indian. Could a clue to its origin possibly
be found in the name of any of Chadwick’s party? Also of ‘Stollogongo?’
“But this is a digression. I was going to say that some years after the original issue of my map, I
met Messrs. Haynes and Sprague at Monson, and visited Ship Pond. The Moosehead region was
then attracting increased attention, and the people of Monson were anxious to share in the tourist
business. They looked upon that pretty lake as a good asset—but not with its odd name! Mr.
Sprague gave me distinctly to understand that they had re-christened it ‘Onaway’. That was not
a name that I had ever heard in the Maine woods, nor was it, in form, of Indian application, so I
asked him where they got it and what was its signification. He said it meant ‘awake’, and he
referred me to Hiawatha, ‘Onaway, awake beloved!’ This part of his reply, as I now realize with
a better developed sense of humor, may have been a pleasantry, but I still believe that the new
name was selected and applied then for the first time, whatever the motive, and irrespective of its
propriety. This reply, too, was a factor in my estimate of the intellectual make-up of my
informant. Fifty years have gone by. The gentleman has probably long since grown out of the
budding stage of literary development. I have not followed his activities of late. What his
previous schooling had been I knew not. Perhaps you can satisfy yourself. At any rate I shall be
glad to re-form my estimate if I have been wrong.”
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I quote this whole passage that you may get the full value of it, though you would not wish to
reprint all of it. Therein I trust your discretion. I was a good friend of John Francis Sprague and
yet I knew something of the inhibitions of his lack of schooling, which hindered him in research.
But I do think that all Mr. Hubbard says in the second paragraph through the quotation from
Hiawatha should be quoted in print as Hubbard’s own statement. The name of Onawa should be
discarded and Ship Pond restored with the reason of its name which I gave in my Chadwick
paper, (Sprague’s Journal of Maine History, Vol. XIV, no.2, p.30).
After years of thinking about that name Oberneetsombecek I have concluded that it is quite
possible that it was meant to stand for waban, “white”, apsk, root for “rock”, sebec, “pond” or
“lake”, and I would render it as White Granite Lake. I find that the Rev. M. C. O’Brien, in his
notes taken from Indians, put down wamlapesku as granite, which is substantially the same as
my hypothetical rendering. The word was applied to the lake, not the mountain.
If you refer to my Chadwick paper, of which I think you have a copy, you will see a reference to
a story of an Indian maiden. This young lady will be sure to be popping up in your publicity
work unless we put her well under ground.
Just after the Chadwick paper appeared, I had a pleasant letter from Mr. George F. Huff of the
Eastern Gazette, Dexter, Maine, dated Oct. 25, 1926, which gave what he had heard from Mr.
Hiram Floyd, the son of Mr.Irving Floyd, who wrote:
“His story was as follows. It was the custom of parties of the Penobscot Indians each spring to
go up the Piscataquis, Sebec rivers and the stream connecting what is now Onawa Lake and by
way of carries to Moosehead Lake for hunting and fishing. In one of these parties was Chief
Orono and his family. Little Onawa, the daughter of Orono, fell ill, died, and was buried. With
her was buried valuable ornaments and it was desired to keep the exact location of her grave a
secret. Years after, white men, among them Irving Floyd, settled near the lake. The old chief
continued to make his trips to Moosehead and to visit the grave of Onawa. On many occasions
Mr. Floyd befriended the chief and finally he confided to him the secret of the location of the
grave, after binding him to secrecy, telling him never to divulge it to any white man, except to
his son, if he should have a son.” (To condense a little, Mr.Hiram Floyd knew the place and told
Mr. Huff that he intended to tell his son Marshall Floyd, of Waltham, Mass. Mr. Hiram F. died
about 1923, and Mr. Marshall F. told Mr. Huff that his father had not told him the secret.)
Nov. 15, 1926, Mr. Huff wrote enclosing a letter from Mr. Marshall Floyd, which I probably
returned, contents not noted. But Mr. Floyd apparently thought the chief was Orono and said
that it was his great grandfather to whom the secret was confided and that he would have been
133 years old if living. {blind and died aged 113 years} This made him born in 1793. There is
ample evidence that Orono died in 1801. So Mr. Floyd was only eight years old when the secret
was entrusted to him. You see that at this time Mr. Hubbard’s letter of November 21, 1926 was
not written and I did not have the crushing information that there never was a chief Onawa
anyway, and that Orono could not have had a daughter by that name because his only daughter
was named Susan and lived to grow up and marry old Captain Nicola.
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Evidently I communicated this information, for a letter from Mr. Huff, Feb. 8, 1927 says, “Yours
of yesterday received. If Mr. Hubbard is correct, he has dealt a staggering blow to the legend
that Lake Onawa was so named from a little Indian girl. Mr. Floyd was known as a truthful man
and it is unbelievable that he invented the story. I would doubt also that the story was the
invention of his father. It seems probable that it had, at least, some foundation in fact.”
I would also entirely absolve both the Floyds from conscious fabrication of the story and think
Mr. Huff’s conclusion quite likely to be correct. For the story has vitality and has cropped up
again. I heard it this spring from another man who spent a part of his boyhood in the region. He
told me that it was claimed that between Benson and Barren Mountains the Chesuncooks and the
Penobscots had a fierce fight over a princess by the name of Onawa. They overtook her, and she
jumped into the lake and was drowned and was buried near a birch tree. They dug and found
signs of Indian burial and stopped digging.
The above are my notes just as jotted down in conversation this last spring with Percy D.
Harmon of Brewer, who was at Willimantic, as a boy in 1887. Then he heard the pond called
both Onawa and Ship Pond.
Now we do not know any Chesuncook tribe, though I have heard the {Penobscots} sometimes
camped, in hunting, at the outlet of the lake. They had no Indian “princesses” until the whites
invented them. And the name of “Onaway” we have shown up pretty well.
But this is true. Mr. Harmon told me that about 1898, as he remembered it, the old Willimantic
Linen Company put a road through, or to, the notch to east of Benson Mt. and there to the right
of the outlet (looking up lake), near the shore, they ran across an old battleground of the stone
age. They put in two twitch roads and used a plow and turned out quantities of stone arrowheads, spears, tomahawks and implements, all of stone. They were so numerous that the men did
not save them but threw them aside. I understand him that he worked there and saw them
himself. Anyway he drew me a map of the region and located the battleground, so that I do not
speak from memory.
There has long been a tradition of a great battle at Wilson Pond, but this is more than a tradition.
I should say that this would date back as far as the Mohawk invasions in the time of King
Phillip’s war, when the Iroquois came down in great war parties and fought all through our
woods, even going as far down river as Castine, while the English held it. I have an official
report, dated Aug. 5, 1663, giving all the particulars!
Now you see why I have been anxious to find these papers. We need to explode that Indian
princess story. My opinion is that if you hunted out the old publicity stuff in Piscataquis
newspapers you would find that it was a human interest story invented just then, perhaps upon
the report of some Indian girl being buried at Ship Pond some time. All the fal-lals are recent.
Finally I wrote you recently about old Joe Mary and called him Joe Mary Neptune. I have word
from the old Indian who gave me the story that he was not a Neptune. It is very important not to
have that part of the name get into print. I promised here it should not go so. I got the name
from Gen. John Blake’s rosters of the Penobscot tribe, 1812-1815, in which he was the only Joe
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Mary listed; but presumably this old lady should know who her mother’s uncle was and I take
her word for it and call the error my own.
{Copies to Greene, Philbrick}
P. S. This letter was unsealed when yours of the 28th was delivered. It will be all right about the
manuscript. I am entirely willing to wait, but had wondered when patience would cease to be a
virtue. The article in question undertakes to give back to the illiterate “Sowbungy” Mt. it’s old
name of Sowangan (Eagle) Mt., and to have the hill on Seboois, not on Hubbard’s map, marked
as Sowangawas, the Eagle’s Nest. It was the Golden Eagle in both instances which was meant
and the paper discusses the philology behind the words and the ancient legend attached to the
latter hill. It is important to get it into print before the topographicals cover the country. Fine and
ancient Indian names of mountains are not so common that they can be set aside unconsidered. It
is now or never with these names.
I had not heard of Sowadnehunk Dam blowing. You’ll need a ferryman—with a birch canoe. I
have just seen a beauty, made by a white man, held at a reasonable price—eighteen feet long and
a fine model. A birch bark camp, a birch bark horn, and a birch bark canoe at the Deadwater will
give a piquant thrill to your trail which no bridge would bestow. Katahdin “the Indian among
mountains”, as Colonel Higginson said, approached by an Indian canoe! Why do you ask for
anything in the way of publicity more melodramatic! And what an honest penny so easily
earned.
October 31, 1932. George Dillman to Myron Avery. [This is the third and final installment of
Dillman’s account of his remarkable journey along the proposed route of the Appalachian Trail
from Katahdin to Grafton Notch. This covers Greenville to Mt. Bigelow. The Avery files
include a typed copy, but I have transcribed it from the original, hand-written copy.]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am happy to see that you were able to read the account of the Mt. Bigelow - Grafton Notch part
of my trip this summer and will now proceed to give you a description of the route I followed
from Greenville to Mt. Bigelow. As you presumed I had none of the advance sheets for the
territory beyond Mt. Bigelow. I used the sketch map which Arthur C. Comey drew for an article
in Appalachia two years ago. Mt. Pisgah is called Crockertown by the natives although Mr.
Moore, the warden on Mt. Abraham always has called it Stoney Brook. On his blue print of the
region this mountain is labeled Mt. Pisgah. So toss up and let it go at that. The more I think of
Mt. Pisgah the more I would like to sit on its top in a tangled crow’s nest of spruce boughs
toughened by years of tension against the elements.
Here begins an account of my perambulations from Greenville. I had use of the following U. S.
Geo. Survey sheets: Pierce Pond, Brassua Lake, Dead River, Moosehead Lake, and The Forks,
and a map of Piscataquis Co., Maine, besides the information gleaned from many woodsmen and
lumbermen without whose help I would not have been able to enjoy the woods as I did. The
solitary way I pursued enriched my mind far beyond my expectations and, even though I wished
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occasionally for a companion, I know that I but did homage to some ancient call which, I thank
the stars, I was so luckily able to answer.
The general route I followed led from Greenville past the Squaw Mt. Inn and then by the fire
lookout trail up Squaw Mt. From here I went down the other side of the mountain to Fitzgerald
Pond, past Burnham Pond and as far as the tote road would permit to Indian Pond. Across and
down the other side following the west bank of the Kennebec to the Forks. Then up the Dead
River to Dead River Post Office and Mt. Bigelow.
From Greenville to Squaw Mt. fire tower does not present any difficulties. The young fire
warden, George Ryan is a pleasant chap and directed me to one Fred Gilbert who rents a farm on
the shores of Fitzgerald Pond from the Hollingsworth Whitney Co. He is an elderly French
Canadian, speaks English, and is very agreeable and was very anxious to see that I reached my
next objective, Mars, in safety. When I reached this summer camp I had to telephone back and
inform him that I was still carrying on.
Mr. Gilbert led me to the outskirts of his farm and after criss-crossing some tote roads and minor
ones he brought me to a standstill on a fairly well worn tote road over which he said he had
carried supplies three years ago. This tote road comes out at Indian Pond about a half mile
below the outlet of Burnham Brook which originates in Burnham Pond. This trail is not on the
map except the last half. I passed two fallen camps about a half hour’s walking apart the latter
having an old snow plough along side of the trail. These open spots became very quickly
overgrown and while easy to run into them the trail out is usually so hidden by alders and sugar
maple growth that I lost much time in finding an exit. Whether I chose the correct outlet I am
not certain, for a good deal of the way the trail was covered with 3 ft. spruce which I concluded
must have been pretty hardy to withstand a year’s continued toteing. The last two miles the road
was unusually clear with sides flanked by bunchberries. I camped at the edge of Indian Pond one
night and next morning went north along the shore and across some marshy flats till I reached
the Kennebec at a narrow spot above a little island where I found the river bed shallow enough to
ford. Other seasons this would be impossible as the marshy ground would be completely
covered. If the dam at Indian Pond on its southern end were to be dammed up it would increase
the difficulty of crossing the Kennebec at this point. At the point where I crossed was a
conglomeration of little fallen shelters probably once used as a temporary camp. This would be
about a half mile above Burnham Brook outlet. Mr. Gilbert had told me that there is a shortcut
from the trail he spoke to me about which leaves it 1/2 mile before reaching Indian Pond, but I
did not see this. The trip from Fred Gilbert’s place to the shores of Indian Pond was made in a
pouring rain and I had to pitch tent in the evening just before night came along because I had
thought I would reach Mars by evening. Not keeping strictly to the trail he spoke of, lost me my
supper, being too tired to prepare it and the wind and rain discouraging all efforts to kindle a
blaze. After finding the Kennebec I reached the camp of “Madame Mars”, I think, where Mr.
Mars was very kind to me but took a while before he believed I waded across the Kennebec. The
day before they had opened the gates at Moosehead Lake and I never would have been able to go
across then.
From Mars’ Camp I went to the R. R. station and then walked down the R. R. track about 7 or 8
miles to the bridge. Here I swung right past a little shack belonging to some fisherman and took
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up the wire trail along the west bank of the Kennebec to “The Forks”. The trail starts out fine for
a mile or so and all of a sudden passes through a terrible tangle of raspberry bushes which had
grown over a burnt area. In some spots I lost the wire altogether. It must have melted with the
heat or the posts fallen down so that it was covered by the grass and underbrush. The berries
were delicious though. After about two miles of this the trail became normal again and I passed
through some wonderful country, the trail going along a sort of plateau way up above the river
which roared in the gorges below. It was quiet, very still, except when I scared up an occasional
partridge. Nothing seemed to move except the steady drone of the waters which presented their
foaming surfaces now and then. Camped at the foot of Chase Stream. It is a steep boulder-ridden
stream. When the trail crossed it I followed it down to the outlet of the Kennebec where I knew
I’d find level ground to camp. I found a spot where somebody had a little fireplace and dinglestick handy. I left a bough bed close to it for the next one to sleep on with a few extra fixings.
The next day I passed a camp (lumber) in still fairly good condition. The mess hall still had
kerosene in the oil lamps. It was so far away from regular fisherman’s trails that nothing had
been disturbed. I believe the camp is between Chase and Mountain Streams. Three miles before
the town of The Forks is an excellent camp recently built but already showing the signs of
vandals from the town. I slept here before entering the town the next morning. The trail from
this camp to the town is very good. In general the wire trail is easy to follow if one keeps the
wire continuously in sight. Otherwise one must be guided by the roar of the river which makes it
impossible to lose direction. It has not been used in years, is rapidly becoming overgrown and
originally being mostly a footpath it has been washed out in many spots to the same pitch as the
slope it is located on. Several log crossings over gullies are rotten all the way through. I almost
tumbled 100 feet down into the river once while testing a log but a friendly witch hazel branch
saved me. However it would not take much trouble to clear this trouble and relocate the trail to
more favorable spots. Several side trails to the edge of the cliffs in spots would give spectacular
views of the river below and one of the camps might be utilized as a shelter or hut. The path is
level most of the way except when it dips down to cross the gorges of Chase, Mt., and Cold
Stream (the last camp I mentioned is just below this stream).
At the Forks are numerous places where people may seek civilized conveniences and stores.
Most everybody takes tourists in the summer, in fact, that seems to be the chief means of
livelihood they have here. All nice people. Stayed at a place owned by Mr. Kennedy, an ex
lumberman, river driver, toter and he knows all about the region between the town and the “dam”
on the Dead River. Followed the Maine road n.w. up the Dead River and where it curves to the
right I picked up the wagon trail past a cemetery to the crossing above Salmon Stream about a
mile and a half from the main road. The cable car is not available so I had to ford the river at this
point, but was not so lucky this time. My left shoulder strap broke in mid stream and upset my
balance. But the knapsack seemed to act like a cork and I regained the safety of the opposite
shore after getting wet up to my breast. If somebody had a boat available here everything would
be all right. The man who lives at the beginning of the trail on the main road seems friendly and
obliging and might be able to arrange some method of conveyance. Let me say that once on the
south side of the river I had a most excellent road to traverse. It had not been long out of use and
in contrast to the Kennebec trail proved a veritable fifth avenue.
In a little while I passed a small camp. Then Appletree which is all dilapidated and good for
chipmunk homes. Why they put it on the map I can’t see. And in 5 years no camp will present
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such a forlorn appearance. Stony Brook Camp is all chewed up by “porkies”, has a cool spring
nearby and a raspberry patch. It might be rehabilitated into a presentable stop between the Forks
and the “Dam” about 18 miles up the river. Hayden Landing is a good camp still. I followed
from this point the advice of Mr. Kennedy and switched off to the left, making a short cut to the
dam and missing Grand Falls. Later I was sorry I did not keep to the river as Mr. Witham of
Dead River Post Office told me they would have been worth seeing.
The more I think of the places the more I wish I could project my summer’s adventures to the
present time since every recollection is more pleasant than the others. One of these spots is the
“Dam” and the pine shaded administrator’s house “The Paysons” on the west side. Cedar
waxwings sported about the floodgates, somewhat less gracefully than the swallows but beautiful
in plumage and not a soul about to disturb the scenery or my meditation. And when I think of
the Maine Central Power Co’s. plan to flood all Kingfield Township and build a huge power
project here, well, maybe it’s progress. But surely not civilization in the sense of spiritual
progress. A dam of wooden logs much more quickly is toned down by nature to fit the
surroundings than a concrete affair.
Then comes the “Dead Water” above the dam. The drowned flood plain full of giant skeletons
of white cedar and squashy bogs. Really an eerie feeling overcomes one on entering this section.
I soon left it seeing I could make no headway and skirted the edge of Basin Mt. till I hit the wire
trail once more. The wire trail on the U. S. sheet that parallels the river is in there no longer and
only used in winter when frozen. Thus it was I missed Long Falls a series of picturesque rapids.
From Joe’s Farm it’s a good dirt road to Dead River and the hospitality of one Bert Witham. In
case the power project goes through, the trail may utilize that which Mr. Witham calls the Basin
Mt. Road and then going eastward to Bates Ridge then southwest just north of West Carry Pond
and then to the main road.
That’s all I believe I can furnish you with and if you would like to know about any particular
instance of my trip let me know and I shall be eager to help you in your hopes of completing the
trail. The country along these two rivers is extremely varied. The last laps of the Dead River are
a very fine reproduction of a typical meandering stream flowing with canal-like calmness
through a perfectly level plain, the horizon on all sides bordered by low hills. This picture is one
of gems of scenery to be seen from the top of Mt. Bigelow. And I don’t think many would
object to this short distance of level country when it has such wonderfully attractive spots to
compensate for the lack of mountain trails.
Hoping that this letter finds you in the very best of health and that it reaches you at a moment
when the A.T. holds the rein of your mind, and that your efforts to finish the trail meet with
success. I am
Very sincerely yours,
George F. Dillman
P. S. When the A.T. is finished, we’ll start on the A.P. trail from the Atlantic to the Pacific and
then one along the Rockies.
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{Copy to Comey, Edgerly, Torrey}
November 4, 1932. Myron Avery to Fannie Hardy Eckstorm
Dear Mrs. Eckstorm:
I hardly thought to be so fortunate to hear from you so soon and so much in detail. I greatly
appreciate your writing me so fully about all these matters. Until this Appalachian Trail
movement across Maine I had devoted little attention to the geography of this section.
I shall be sure to omit the Neptune from “Joe Mary Neptune”. I think we can do much to correct
this locally. Through Greene we shall have had the camp proprietor informed, he is an
intelligent responsive man. We were successful in having the corruption “Lunkasoo” restored to
the original “Lunksoos” on the East branch.
All the other matters, particularly Ship Pond, we can cover in the articles and publications on this
section and in other ways. You may be sure that your labor will not be wasted.
I have been studying the Chadwick Survey which I have, of course, in combination with my
recently acquired information.
Your suggestion for crossing the Penobscot is very intriguing.
November 10, 1932. Myron Avery to Alice Frost Lord, “The Journal Wayfarer”
Dear Madam:
I have received a copy of the issue of the Journal containing your interesting column “Sunlit
Trails” a review of the Appalachian Trail situation in Maine.
I take it that this article was based upon either Mr. P’s story in the Boston Transcript or a similar
story by Edgar Mills in the Christian Science Monitor.
We are, of course, anxious to have the project receive as much publicity as possible in the state
and I have sent you under separate cover some literature which will perhaps furnish material for
further stories by you.
We hope next summer to make more real progress in completing the link between Katahdin and
the Chairback Range.
If we can supply you with any further data which you can use, we shall be very pleased to do so.
November 10, 1932. Myron Avery to George Dillman
Dear Mr. Dillman:
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I appreciate very much the pains you have taken to write at length as to your trip between
Greenville and Mt. Bigelow. I have had copies sent to people who are interested, such as
Messrs. Torrey, Comey and Edgerly. Your data and report as to conditions will be very helpful.
About ten years ago, I covered the section between Dead River and the Forks along an old toteroad.
You will notice from the data that I sent you, that the route we propose to use is to the south and
will pass the Carry Ponds going over Pleasant Pond and Moxie Bald Mountains. Except for
coming off of Bigelow, this route will have the advantage of eliminating any problems resulting
from the building of the new dam.
November 11, 1932. Myron Avery to Everett L. York, York’s Pine Tree Camps
Dear Mr. York:
I sent you some time ago a clipping from the Christian Science Monitor which indicates the
progress we have made in actually marking the Appalachian Trail in Maine. We hope next
summer to mark the section between the Chairback Range and Katahdin. As you know, the
original route comes up Sourdnahunk Stream and passes your camps.
We have, however, been greatly disturbed by the destruction of the Sourdnahunk Dam which
formerly provided a method for crossing the Penobscot. As undoubtedly many of your people
made use of this method of crossing the River, we presume that you have found it an
inconvenience also.
What I specifically wanted to find out was if there was anyway of crossing the River now or if
you know of any plans to provide a method of crossing. If none develops, it may necessitate
changing the approach to Katahdin so that there will be some means of being ferried across the
Penobscot. We would probably have to come up the Abol Trail.
I would very much appreciate your letting me know the local situation with this respect.
With best regards and expecting to see you next summer, I am very sincerely yours,
November 14, 1932. Henry R. Buck to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Thank you very much for sending me the copy of the Christian Science Monitor with the story
about the Maine link.
I will hold it until Bill Williamson returns because I know he will be keenly interested but will
send it back to you eventually. Bill has flown off to Rio de Janeiro on very short notice on
company business and may have to go to Buenos Aires and he will not be back until after the
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middle of December. That is not long at that when you consider that the fast steamer used to
take two weeks.
I am delighted that you really did put it over. I felt sure you would but was not certain how long
it would take. I should like to get up there next summer and do the new northern part of the trail
at least.
It seems a long time since I have heard from you and I am not even sure that I wrote to thank you
for the letter of introduction to the Grand Tetons, though I think I did tell you what a glorious
time I had there. What have you been doing all summer? I don’t see how you ever have any
time to write any letters with all the rest you do but if you do feel like it some time and can’t
think of anything else, I should appreciate your writing us.
November 16, 1932. Myron Avery to F. C. Hinckley
Dear Mr. Hinckley:
You will remember our correspondence with respect to your moving picture reels and collection
of photographs. You wrote me that you expected to have them returned and that you could
forward them for my inspection so I could determine whether there were any which would be
helpful for publicity for the Appalachian Trail in Maine. This seemed to me an unusual
opportunity. Because the Trail Conference has no funds, I do not want to incur the expense of
obtaining a set of all the pictures but only those which I would find to be of help.
I would appreciate your letting me know if there is any possibility of our being able to do
anything at this time. We have several articles which we wish to use in this connection and this
is the reason for my writing you now.
November 18, 1932. Myron Avery to Wilfred A. Hennessy, Bangor Chamber of Commerce
Dear Mr. Hennessy:
I thought that we could make better progress with the subject matter of my recent letters to you if
I would send you a copy of what I had in mind with respect to the article on the Appalachian
Trail.
I have tried to make this brief enough to be within your space limitations. It relates to an
extensive territory accessible from the Bangor & Aroostook Railroad and, as a new project
offering access to new regions. I should think it would be of considerable interest to readers. I
have included photographs and I hope to be able to send soon a map which could be used for a
one page cut and should add a great deal of interest to the article.
If you should wish to reduce it still further, you could, I think, omit the detailed descriptions of
the route. This commences on page 6, last paragraph and ends with the second paragraph on
page 8. It would omit reference to the camps on the route and eliminate from the article any
statement of the trail route.
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After you have had an opportunity to review the matter I shall greatly appreciate hearing from
you in this connection.
CC: George Houghton, General Traffic Manager, Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, Bangor, Me.
November 18, 1932. Arthur Comey, Chairman, New England Trail Conference, to Myron
Avery
Dear Myron:
I supposed I was perfectly clear in my last letter that there are no tracings, and therefore no
blueprints, of any of the maps for the forthcoming guidebook. The originals are here, but as I
also stated we are so close hauled on finances that we cannot afford to make advance copies
before the plates are made for the book. Therefore any checking over by you will have to be here
or not at all.
I see no reason why you should not be allowed advance use of the central Maine map, with of
course due recognition of the NETC and protection of our copyright. I mentioned the matter to
two or three of the Steering Committee and Publications Committee, who inquired what advance
use you did propose to make of it, so you might jot down exactly how it would appear. As a
matter of fact it all depends on how many copies of the map you want for this advance use as to
what means might be feasible for both you and us.
November 21,1932. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
{Is the article certain of publication?}
Dear Myron:
The article reads splendidly. No suggestions unless you include Cooper Pond (beautiful with its
many islands) after Church Pond and Pemadumcook of which a fine view is obtained if I
remember correctly when you reach the mouth of Nahmakanty Stream. Joe McDonald’s camps
are directly across where the trail will hit the stream and can be signaled. There’s splendid
salmon fishing right here in the spring and fall. Porter’s [sic] is on Lower Joe Mary. Have you
written York or Bradeen yet. They may close their camps after hunting season. Had a nice letter
from Mrs. Tracy the other day. Must write to Lyman Davis again. With all the publicity the trail
is getting it would be wise to press his responsibility to have it completed in the spring. {In
margin: “wise to send all you can to the Davises so they will realize what means”} Feel sure as
you say his father would feel that they have something at stake and go at him to get it thru. {[Top
margin:] “Thanks. The Greene falls is allright. Doesn’t really matter. It may be fixed up later.”}
Too bad I left all the pictures I have at Sebec. Only have two that I can find. One the Monitor
used. Would that one do. Too bad I have some good ones at the lake. The Me. Woods
published a very good one of me in the 1930 number (I think it was.) labeled taken at Ralph
York’s Long Pond Camps. No doubt they still have the cut. Must send you the one of Bodfish
Valley with Barren in background. Fine. Sure enjoyed the visit with you. Does me good. The
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Lord willing I’ll get busy early in the spring and straighten all out before the expedition. When
do you come again to N.Y. All my best. Yours, Walter
November 25, 1932. List of barometric elevations determined by S. S. Philbrick in 1932
White Cap 3830 Ft. (Hubbard 3707)
Saddle Rock 2990 (Hitchcock Survey in 1861 had 3010) (Hubbard 3054)
Barren 2670 Ft.
Fourth 2425 Ft.
Third 2200 Ft.
Columbus 2340 Ft.
Boarstone 1960 Ft.
November 26, 1932. Frank Hinckley to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Please excuse me for my culpable delay in answering your recent letters. I have been much
occupied for the last two months in writing an analysis of my own plans as they describe all its
objectives and manner of obtaining them through operations on the ground and in financing as
business recovery is further along and I have neglected my duties and interests in other matters.
I am glad to note that you have completed the trail to the Gulf of Pleasant River this summer, but
have a little bit of apprehension regarding fire risk which it may bring to the Gulf region, which
is not visible from various fire lookout stations. The Gulf is on ground belonging to me and my
family and has not first-class fire protection at this time. However, I imagine the trail may not be
used much for the next several years by which time there may be better fire patrol.
I hardly know what to say about the moving picture films. I am shortly leaving for an extended
visit to New York for further preparation of plans and shall take my moving picture films with
me. They are adapted to be shown for noon and evening speaking by two sets—one longer than
the other. I have only one duplicate for each set, and it seems to me I shall use them for my own
protection.
November 28, 1932. Myron Avery to Harry Davis
Dear Mr. Davis:
It has been sometime since I have heard from you except indirectly through Walter D. Greene,
who I saw at New York on his return. I am sorry in a way that Greene could not have stayed a
little longer in Maine to keep in touch with the project.
I have sent you some newspaper clippings to show you the publicity the project has received.
From your interest in the matter and the activity of your son, I knew we were entirely safe in
making these assumptions. I realize that winter is pretty much on us now but I hope Lyman has
been able to make further progress and the work is substantially finished as far as the marking is
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concerned. I want to have the project receive further publicity during the winter and if the
progress is not in keeping with the publicity it has received, we might be very much embarrassed
in further work. I shall be glad to hear from you as to how the matter is progressing.
{Copy: Greene}
November 29, 1932. Myron Avery to Frank Hinckley
Dear Mr. Hinckley:
I am pleased to have your letter of November 26th. I wish you would let me know when you
leave for New York and how long you expect to be there. I am frequently in New York and it
would afford me an opportunity to see your movies. Mr. Greene is there also.
I fear I did not make myself clear. I had no reference to the moving picture reels but to still
photos of which you wrote me. It was these that I hope to see. They were somewhat scattered,
when you last wrote. Perhaps they have been returned to you by now.
I note your apprehension about the “Gulf”. I am told that from the Hermitage, the old road is
overgrown. As you say it would be some time before there is any extensive travel through it.
Would you prefer that from the Hermitage, we shifted the route so as to go east for about 2 miles
then up White brook and along the Forest Service trail over White Cap to West Branch Ponds?
This would eliminate the Gulf and Baker Mountain side trail.
CC: Mr. Greene
November 30, 1932. Paul Atwood, Prentiss & Carlisle, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
We are working on the tracing of Somerset County map to go with the other counties we have
already completed. If the Appalachian Trail organization has any information or data on the
location or the probable location of their trail thru the northwestern part of Maine, we would be
very pleased to incorporate it into this map. I make this suggestion because information could
probably be used to good advantage to your organization.
{Copy to Comey}
December 5, 1932. Myron Avery (on ATC letterhead) to Prentiss & Carlisle, Attn: Paul
Atwood
Dear Sirs:
I have your letter of November 30th. I appreciate your thoughtfulness in writing me of your
plans for your Somerset County map. I enclose outline of our projected route across Maine.
This will form a chapter in the Guidebook to the Appalachian Trail in New England which will
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be issued within the next half year. The enclosed clipping may be of interest to you. I shall have
to ask if you will kindly return it to me.
I understand that you will notify me when the Somerset map appears. I would like to have my
name on your mailing list to receive notice of all Maine issues.
If on checking our proposed route in Somerset County you have any suggestions, particularly in
crossing the Kennebec, we shall be very pleased to have them. We shall be interested also in
your Oxford and Franklin county maps when they are issued.
CC: Comey
December 6, 1932. Frank Hinckley to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your letter of November 29. My still photographs are mostly in the hands of the
newspapers, but I shall collect some of them and get ready a set before leaving for New York,
which will probably be in about ten days, where I plan to stop two to four months in further
preparation of plans as they relate to my Moosehead Lake Park and Camping Reserve project. I
shall be delighted to show you the still and moving pictures when you are there, and it would be
a pleasure to meet Mr. Green.
Relative to changing the location of your trail from the Gulf of Pleasant River to White Brook
and fire warden’s trail to White Cap, I do not know all your objectives, but I do know the whole
region extremely well. If you run the main trail up the Gulf, you will find some fine river
scenery, but will have a long tramp through the woods from there without any interesting
scenery. In either case, whether you go up the Gulf or White Brook to White Cap, you will have
to cross the recent devastating cuttings of the Advance Bag & Paper Company, which is
disagreeable to walk through and presents a great fire hazard. It would be wiser, I think,
considering the landowners’ necessities of eliminating fire hazard as far as possible and your
own patrons’ comfort in so far as it is disagreeable to walk through a maze of dead tree tops and
brush, to follow up the east bank of Little Spruce Mountain brook as originally proposed by me,
to the top of Little Spruce Mountain Ridge, which has fine views all the way up, easy grades, and
little heavy logging of recent origin. From this trail, it would be easy to reach the Gulf by a short
side trip and White Cap by a magnificent trail along Little Spruce Mountain Ridge to near the
top of White Cap, overlooking on both sides many lakes, forests, and mountains.
{Copy: Greene}
December 8, 1932. Louis Wessel, Manager, Arnold Trail Inn, Stratton, Maine, to Myron
Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
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In answer to your letter in regard to the proposed trail, I have started the trail from Stratton
village, over Mt. Bigelow to the fire station. The trail has been completed to Cranberry Peak,
also to Arnold’s Well, which will be of much interest to trampers.
I plan on building a shelter or camp at the pond between the two horns of Mt. Bigelow. It will
make a great place for an overnight stay.
Will keep you posted on to our progress.
{Copy: Comey, Edgerly}
December 14, 1932. Myron Avery to W. A. Hennessy
Dear Mr. Hennessy:
Further to my letter of November 18, 1932, I am enclosing a photo of Mr. Greene. You may
wish to add this to the photos I have already sent you for this article.
December 15, 1932. Myron Avery to W. A. Hennessy
Dear Mr. Hennessy:
Further to my letter of December 14, 1932 and my letter of November 14, enclosing manuscript
for a story on the Appalachian Trail in Maine, I am enclosing a photostat copy of a map to which
I referred in this letter. It is the map which is to appear in the forthcoming Guidebook to the
Appalachian Trail, to be issued by the New England Trail Conference. Therefore, the New
England Trail Conference has asked me to see that notice of the copyright be carried with any
use of the map. If the typed language is not satisfactory, they ask if similar working reference to
the Guidebook and the reference to the copyright be used.
I hope that you can use this, as I think it will add much to the article.
I trust that you will soon be in a position to let me know about the use of this story as well as the
story on the Deadwater Mountains, which I sent you under separate cover.
December 16, 1932. Myron Avery to Arthur Comey
Dear Arthur:
Many thanks for your letter of December 12th. In anticipation that the photostat will have
arrived, I have just dictated a letter to “In the Maine Woods” calling attention to the copyright
notice which you say is attached to the photostat and asking that if for any reason they do not use
this notice to refer to the guidebook and the reference to the copyright. I have been quite specific
about this and I take it that what I have said will be satisfactory to you.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1927-1932 - Compiled by David Field - Page 275

Of course, I do not know and will not know until the book appears in March whether or not the
article is used. Because of its local value I hope very much that it will be published. You know
that the book is usually issued around the first of March.
I appreciate your intention to have the New England Trail Conference defray the cost, so much
so that I am rather loathe to say that it was my recollection that I left with you $1.00 to defray the
cost of the negative. I take it that you have the negative available and I can get future prints
which I suppose will cost $1.25 each. I may want one for my own purposes.
To avoid any difficulty over the use of this map—and I have no other plan for it except “In the
Maine Woods”—I think it would be well for me to write you of any proposed use, so that it may
be entirely satisfactory. As I say, I have no thought of any other use in mind.
Remembering that you expected to have your manuscript ready for the printer around the middle
of the month, because of my interest in the matter, I shall be glad to know what problems and
difficulties are confronting you in this connection.
Printed Articles. The scanned documents include Vico C. Isola’s “Back Home” Column in
“Monthly Tours of the State”; Arthur M. Fogg’s (Eastern States Mountain Club) “Thrill of
Mountain Conquests Made Easy through Highway System Threading Wildlands” in Maine
Highways; Alfred Elden’s “Maine..Climb Her Mountains” article, which focuses on the
Appalachian Trail, in Fall River Line Journal.
Myron Avery’s typed manuscript for “In the Maine Woods” article. {Copy Greene}
MAINE AND THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
By
Myron H. Avery
{[Footnote:] Editor’s Note: Mr. Avery is a Maine resident and the Chairman of the Board of
Managers of the Appalachian Trail Conference, which has directed the development of the Trail
project. Articles by Mr. Avery describing explorations in the Maine Wilderness have appeared
in previous issues of IN THE MAINE WOODS.}
Of a very considerable importance in rendering accessible the extraordinary beauty of mountain,
forest, lake and stream of the Maine wilderness will be the development of the Appalachian Trail
project in Maine. The Appalachian Trail is a continuous wilderness trail for foot-travel. It
extends some 2.055 miles along the crest of the Appalachian Range, from Katahdin in Maine to
Oglethorpe in Georgia, the abrupt southern terminus of the Appalachian Mountains.
Originated in 1921, as the suggestion of Benton MacKaye, this project has, within the past five
years, reached a stage of practical completion. Some 1,763 miles are now cut, adequately
marked and in constant use. There remain only 2 major gaps, approximately 218 miles in Maine
and some 75 miles through the Great Smoky National Park and forming a connection with the
Nantahala National Forest. Trail development by the Park Service and the activity of the Smoky
Mountains Hiking Club at Knoxville promise to eliminate the latter gap during the year.
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The Appalachian Trail is in every sense an enormous amateur recreational project. The labor or
pleasure of cutting and marking the route has been performed by outdoor organizations and
interested individuals. In New England existing trails of well-known Clubs were connected to
form the route of the Maine to Georgia Trail. In the southern Appalachians an extensive mileage
of crest-line Forest Service Trails have been utilized.
In the entire 2,056 mile route of the Appalachian Trail, the section which had seemed an
insuperable obstacle to the completion of the project had been in Maine. Primarily the nature of
the region itself is responsible for this thought, for except in crossing the Kennebec and
Piscataquis River valleys, the route leads through an utter wilderness. An almost equal deterrent
is the absence, in Maine, of outdoor organizations, sponsoring hiking trail construction and
kindred activities. Progress in the Maine situation originated with Arthur C. Comey, Chairman
of the New England Trail Conference, who had made in 1925 and 1929 two exploring trips
through the region between Grafton Notch, near the Maine-New Hampshire boundary, to Mt.
Bigelow in the Dead River country. Mr. Comey published reports {[Footnote:] See Appalachia
(Journal of the Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy Street, Boston, Mass.) February 26, p. 176
and June, 1030.} of his trips and suggested a detailed route for the Trail. Unfortunately these
explorations were not followed by marking of the route or by development of local interest. In
fact, in the fall of 1931, the Maine section seemed so impossible of accomplishment, that the
Appalachian Trail Conference officials were giving serious consideration to abandoning—with
great reluctance—the Maine link and reverting to the original proposal of having the Trail’s
northern terminus in the White Mountains in New Hampshire. Such a proposal would inevitably
evoke a very considerable protest—even from those who could offer no effective suggestion for
accomplishing the work—and before this Maine link and the unequalled grandeur of Katahdin
should be severed from the Trail, the Conference Chairman commenced a comprehensive survey
of the region between Katahdin and Mt. Bigelow, where Mr. Comey’s explorations had ended.
Months of detailed study have developed a feasible route of a high scenic order. Credit for this
result most properly belongs to Walter D. Greene of Sebec Lake, Broadway actor and Maine
Guide. For years, in his solo travels through the Maine Wilderness, Greene had anticipated the
general route of the Trail from the Piscataquis River to Katahdin. During the summer of 1932,
he made several trips into the wilderness to work out uncertain links in the route. Greene’s
disinterested services to the project deserve the heartiest commendation from every outdoor
enthusiast.
The Trail traverses—with the exception of the Katahdinauguoh and the Traveler—the best
mountain groups in the State. East of the Kennebec River, the Trail traverses Pleasant, Moxie
Bald, Boarstone, Barren, Fourth, Third, Columbus, Chairback, Boardman Mountains and
Katahdin. Baker, White Cap, and Joe Mary are accessible by side trails. {[Footnote:] Commonly
designated as “Joe Merry”, a meaningless corruption. Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, well known
authority on matters of Maine nomenclature, states that the region drew its name from Joe Mary,
a chief of the Penobscot tribe. Joe Mary’s hunting grounds extended from Pemadumcook Lake
beyond Potaywadjo and Joe Mary Mountains, including the three Joe Mary Lakes. Potaywadjo,
“whale mountain”, owes its name to the swimming feats of Joe Mary, a great swimmer, he
would blow water from his mouth after being long under water, so that he was termed the
“blower” or “puffer”, which is the name given by the Indians to the whale.} Several of these
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mountains have curious high-lying ponds; such as the seldom-frequented Cloud Pond on the
crest of Barren and the perhaps better known ponds on Boarstone and the East and West
Chairback Ponds. The route also includes such picturesque regions as Little Wilson Gorge and
Falls, Pleasant River Gulf, Cooper Brook and Nesowadnehunk {[Footnote:] Decision of the U.S.
Geographic Board; replacing corrupted form, “Sourdnahunk” in more common use.} Stream
with Long, Yoke, Crawford, Church, Cooper, Joe Mary, Pemadumcook, Nahmakanta and
Rainbow Lakes and Hebron, West Branch, Daicey and Ship (Onawa) Ponds. {[Footnote:] The
original name was Ship Pond, “so called from an island (Schooner Island) which formerly had
several trees on it, looking collectively and from a distance like the masts of a vessel”
(Hubbard’s GUIDE TO MOOSEHEAD LAKE AND NORTHERN MAINE, 4th ed., page 165).
The name Onawa Lake is not Indian and has no local origin. Mr. Hubbard states that it
originated with Messrs. John Francis Sprague and Haynes, who re-named the pond “Onaway”,
finding inspiration in “Onaway, Awake, beloved” from Hiawatha, thus: “Looking at fair
laughing Water, Sang he softly, sang in this wise, Onaway! Awake, beloved!” The present name
is thus due to the thought of Messrs. Sprague and Haynes that it would attract more interest.
Legends of the burial there of an Indian maid by the name of Onawa are without foundation.}
With the final location of the route there appeared an obstacle, which bid fair to thwart the entire
project. Along the route of the Trail was a barrier of spectacular, trailless group of little known
peaks—Barren, Fourth, Third, Columbus and Chairback—a 15 mile utter wilderness of spruce
and fir. To carry the Trail across these peaks was beyond the scope of volunteer labor, which has
opened the Trail in other states. And so the Maine problem took on a new aspect. The New
England Trail Conference—overriding an opposition, which felt that Maine should solve its own
problems unaided—led the way with an appropriation for cutting the Trail over this range. The
Maine Development Commission, which had endorsed the Trail project on behalf of State
agencies, procured an equal sum. The Appalachian Trail Conference met these contributions
with the paint and markers necessary to mark the trail. The trail work was done by Lyman
Davis, son of Maine Fire Warden Harry Davis of Monson. The result is some 32 miles of trail—
extending from Blanchard village to the West Branch of Pleasant River. This distance has been
marked in the standard fashion by the diamond shaped, 4 inch galvanized iron Appalachian Trail
markers, showing the AT monogram, and by blazes painted white. These are placed at right
angles to the Trail and indicate the direction of travel. Two superimposed blazes or markers—
the only blaze symbol adopted by the Conference—a double blaze, constitutes a warning or
caution sign of an obscure turn, which might otherwise be overlooked.
The detailed route, developed as a result of this comprehensive survey, will appear as a chapter
in the GUIDEBOOK TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN NEW ENGLAND {[Footnote:] This
Guidebook to 717.2 miles of the Appalachian Trail is to be issued by the New England Trail
Conference; H. P. Sisk, Secretary, 212 South St., Pittsfield, Mass. It is one of a series of 4 Guides
to be issued for the entire Trail.} As the Maine section is marked and measured, the Trail data
will be issued in the form of Supplements to the GUIDEBOOK. For convenience the Trail data
have been divided into four sections:
1. Katahdin to Blanchard (117 miles, estimated)
2. Blanchard to Dead River Village (49 miles, estimated)
3. Dead River Village to Grafton Notch (85 miles, estimated)
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4. Grafton Notch to Maine-New Hampshire (12 miles, completed)
Sections 1 and 2 will be of interest to readers of IN THE MAINE WOODS as they are
practically embraced by the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, making the Trail accessible at
Blanchard, Brownville Junction and from Stacyville or Patten. Particularly worthy of attention is
the availability in this wilderness area of public accommodations in the form of “Sporting
Camps”, a Maine institution. Located at intervals of an easy day’s journey, some 11 of these
camps are found in the 117 mile section from Katahdin to Blanchard.
From Katahdin the route descends the Hunt Trail past York’s Twin Pond Camps on Daicey
Pond. The Penobscot River is crossed at the old dam site above the mouth of Nesowadenhunk.
About 3 1/2 miles west, the Trail turns south from the river bank to Rainbow Lake. On its south
shore are located Clifford’s Camps. From the outlet the Trail leads down Rainbow Lake Stream
to McDougall’s Camps at the head of Nahmakanta Lake. Following the shore of the Lake and
Nahmakanta Stream, Potter’s Antlers Camps on Lower Joe Mary Lake are reached. From Joe
Mary, the Trail follows a long-used road up Cooper Brook, passing a side trail maintained by
Potter, to Joe Mary Mountain, so prominent from the “lower” lakes. Past Crawford Pond and
Berry’s Camps on Yoke Ponds, the Trail crosses the Kokadjo automobile road and reaches the
West Branch of Pleasant River at West Branch Ponds. On its shores are Chadwick’s Camps. A
side trail leads to the distinctive White Cap (3707 ft.). Passing Sherman’s Camps on Big Lyford
Pond and McLeod and Call’s Camps on Little Lyford Pond with a side trail to Baker Mt. (3589
ft.), the Trail follows the age-old road down the spectacular Gulf of Pleasant River. At the
“Hermitage” the Trail crosses the West Branch and reaches Long Pond. Here commences the
wildest and most difficult section of the entire Trail. From York’s Camps at Long Pond a
fisherman’s trail leads to East Chairback Pond with an approach trail from W. L. Arnold’s
Camps on Houston Pond and Katahdin Iron Works. Across Chairback (2219 ft.), Columbus,
Third, Fourth and Barren Mountains with spectacular outlooks, the Trail descends to the Ship
Pond valley near Bodfish Farm. The striking rock cone of Boarstone is the next objective. The
Canadian Pacific Railroad and Maine Highway No. 105 are crossed at Bodfish Siding. Past the
Forest Service Campground, the Trail leads up Little Wilson stream with its gorges and 50 ft.
waterfalls. Near the head of the stream the route turns south into the abandoned Greenville Stage
road which leads into Monson and by Wilkins’ Camps on Hebron Pond to Blanchard.
Section 2 of the Trail route is less inaccessible. From Blanchard a Forest Service Trail crosses
Moxie Bald and Pleasant Pond Mountains through Carritunk Plantation to the Kennebec River.
Beyond, the historic Arnold Trail leads past Carrying Place Ponds to Dead River and to Mt.
Bigelow.
Section 3 has been described by Mr. Comey.
The next step is the development of the remainder of Section 1 from Pleasant River to Katahdin.
An expedition has already been organized to complete this work in the summer of 1932 [Typo.
Should be “1933”] Thus the eventual completion of the entire Appalachian Trail, through the
finishing of the Maine link within a few years, seems assured.
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